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Local Population Studies  114 and 115 
 
Local Population Studies 114 has now appeared both electronically and in hard copy.  If you are expecting 
a hard copy and have not received it, please let the editor know (editor@localpopulationstudies.org.uk). 
 
Local Population Studies 115 is available electronically on the Local Population Studies Society web site at 
http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/local-population-studies-115-2025/. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Chalke History Festival, 22-28 June 2026 
 
The Royal Historical Society, Institute of Historical Research and Chalke History Festival are pleased to 
announce an opportunity for early career historians (who had their PhD viva between December 2020 
and December 2025) to talk about their research in the ‘Chalke Introduces’ programme at the Chalke 
History Festival, 22-28 June 2026. 
 
This new initiative is designed to provide opportunities for young historians to develop public speaking 
skills and reach a wider audience for their research. By doing so, participants strengthen the large and 
enthusiastic audience for history, and illustrate the strong and vital links between historical research and 
more popular histories. 
 
Applications may be made, by the closing date, via the applications portal of the Royal Historical Society. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
British Association for Local History Conference 
 
Saturday 2 May 2026, 9.30 a.m. – 4.00 p.m., Grassington, North Yorkshire, 9.30am - 4.00pm   

The British Association for Local History is delighted to present a one-day conference set in the heart of the 
Yorkshire Dales. From farming and settlement to stone, parish life and local identity, the day will reflect the rich 
rural history of this distinctive region.  

The programme will feature a series of talks by local historians and researchers, offering fresh perspectives on 
the people and places of the Dales. A small number of local history stalls will also be available throughout the 
day.  

Tickets are £8 for BALH members and £10 for non-members, this includes refreshments but not lunch. To 
book, visit 
https://www.balh.org.uk/yorkshire26?utm_medium=email&utm_source=BALH&utm_campaign=newsletter-
6084      
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Members of the Local Population Studies Society might be interested in the following events being 
organised by the Institute of Historical Research (IHR). 
 
22-26 June 2026 Institute of Historical Research Summer School 
 
The IHR London Summer School: Sickness and Health.  This offers a unique opportunity to explore 
stories of London’s health over the centuries, including major epidemics, from the home of the Institute 
of Historical Research at Senate House in the heart of Bloomsbury.  The cost is £700 (£550 for students 
and the unwaged).  Bookings will close on 12 June 2026.   
  
To coincide with the summer school, the IHR is hosting the following lecture: 
 
Thomas Asbridge, The Black Death in London: Understanding a Medieval Pandemic 
24 June 2026, 6.00-7.30 p.m., Senate House 
 
The Black Death was arguably the most lethal natural disaster in human history. This plague pandemic wiped out an 
estimated 100 million people between 1347 and 1353. After it struck London in late 1348, roughly half of the city’s 
population perished. In this lecture, Thomas Asbridge considers whether the English capital’s experience of this 
calamity was representative of broader realities across the medieval world—from the use of mass burial sites to the 
breakdown of local government—and he also explains why evidence drawn from London has played such a 
fundamental role in decoding the Black Death’s most enduring mysteries. 
 
Thomas Asbridge is a historian of the Middle Ages and the author of the soon-to-be-published The Black Death: a 
Global History (London, 2026). 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Books and back issues of Local Population Studies 
 
With the closure of the Local Population Studies Society (LPSS), we still have a number of copies of books 
published by LPSS  and back issues of Local Population Studies (LPS) which we can distribute to LPSS members 
FREE OF CHARGE. 

Back issues: we have some copies of the more recent back issues of Local Population Studies from about LPS 86 
onwards. 

Books: The books we have are: 

Tom Arkell, Nesta Evans and Nigel Goose (eds) When Death Us Do Part: Understanding and Interpreting the 
Probate Records of Early Modern England (Oxford, 2000). 
Nigel Goose (ed.) Women’s Work in Industrial England: Regional and Local Perspectives (Hatfield, 2007). 
Edward Higgs, Life, Death and Statistics: Civil Registration, Censuses and the Work of the General Register Office, 
1836-1952 (Hatfield, 2004).  
Dennis Mills, Rural Community History from Trade Directories (Aldenham, 2001).  
Dennis Mills and Kevin Schürer (eds) Local Communities in the Victorian Census Enumerators’ Books (Oxford, 
1996). 
Kevin Schürer and Tom Arkell (eds) Surveying the People: the Interpretation and Use of Document Sources for the 
Study of Population in the later Seventeenth Century (Oxford, 1992). 
 

For more information about these books, go to http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/books-for-sale/. 
 
If you would like to receive copies of any of these items, please contact the Editor at 
editor@localpopulationstudies.org.uk. There is no charge for postage and packing.  However, the books do not 
know where you live!  Please do not forget to include your postal address in any e-mail request. In the 
past, many people who have bought books— I should actually say most people who bought books—have not 
done this and I have to send them another e-mail message asking for their address. 
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