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A LETTER TO ALIL, MEMBERS FROM THE CHATRMAN
Dear LPSS member,

Our Society has same 380 members, of wham we see a substantial
proportion at our conferences, but - inevitably - only a small number at
the biennial General Meeting when the organising committee appears on view !
At our last GM, the view was expressed, both from the committee and from the
floor, that more effort should be made to bring together the membership and
the committee, partly in order to widen our activities and increase the
membership. This newsletter is a first response.

THE COMMITTEE You may like to be reminded who currently organises the
activities of LPSS. At the end of this newsletter you will find the names
of the present officers and members of the committee, with a brief
description of each. You will find that we represent a wide range of
backgrounds, interests and locations. (Since you will see that some of us
also serve on the editorial board of the journal you receive as part-return
for your subscription, Local Population Studies, perhaps this is the place
to make the point that LPSS is not responsible for the production of the
Journal. LIPS is a separate financial and academic operation. But the two
bodies, LPS and LPSS, work towards the same end, with much cooperation. )

Most of the present LPSS committee joined it in 1985 and it has
taken us some time to steer the Society away fram a momentary crisis.
However, we have had the advantage of a survey of members’ interests and
wishes carried out in 1984, and we have taken account of what you (or those
who replied to the survey) then said.

CONFERENCES In the survey you stressed the importance of day-conferences,
and we have organised these at Liverpool (March 1986), Doncaster (November
1986), London (July 1987), Birmingham (November 1987) and London (March
1988). The next day-conference, as you will see from the enclosed notice,
is at Oxford on 26 November 1988. We have now appointed a Conference
Secretary and we hope to be able in future to announce a whole year ‘s
conference programme, so that you <«can: book the = dates. Because
day-conferences attract those who can travel back and forward the same day,
they tend to be regional, and we therefore are very anxious to organise
future conferences in regions we have not vyet covered, especially the
South-East and South-West, and perhaps in Scotland. We are currently
planning a day-conference in the East Midlands in 1989.

The  survey also showed a real, albeit limited, demand for week-end
conferences. We have resumed these and announce a residential conference at
Durham (at St Mary’s College) on 14-16 April 1989. We hope to have at least
one weekend-conference every second year. But such conferences, perhaps
even more than day-conferences, need an on-the-spot organiser. The members
of the committee who in each of the last three years have individually or
jointly organised regional conferences cannot represent all parts of
Britain, and it has became clear that we desperately need more local
liaison.

LOCAL, LIATSON Following suggestions made at the last GM, the Society is
reaching out to all local and family history societies. We would like to



have a Liaison Officer in each of these societies, for three reasons.
First, so that we can pass on information about LPSS activities more widely;
secondly, so that we can encourage local population studies in each
locality; and thirdly, so that we can listen to the views of interested
members of the public regarding the ways in which our Society can meet the

needs of local historians. If you are a member of one of these local
societies as well as a member of LPSS, would you please consider whether you
might not volunteer to be a Liaison Officer. If you feel you can help this

-way, without delay send to me your name and the particulars of the local

society (or societies, if it would make sense for you to act in respect of
several). When we obtain Liaison Officers we intend to design publicity for
them, which will give LPSS a presence at all local and family history
conferences.

I have already hinted that in respect of the organisation of
regional conferences, the members of the committee (most of whom have other
duties for the Society) urgently need help. We need a handful of Regional
Conference Organisers who would and could handle the nitty-gritty of a local
conference - finding and booking accommodation and such matters. We have
recently organised conferences in association with other bodies, local
history societies and Adult Education departments (who usually leave it to
the Society to find most of the speakers), and the committee is happy to
consider any suggestions on these lines. If you have experience of such
organisation and the time to spare, we would very much like to hear from
you, so that we can pursue our regional programme. - (We have already very
much welcomed an offer by Dr Dennis Mills, formerly of the Open University,
to help and advise us on the organisation of conferences in the  East
Midlands. )

BOOK CIUB A revised Book Club list is attached. The club is a fairly
popular feature of LPSS membership and we hope to retain it. We aim to have
a Book Club stall at each conference, but even with the rising cost of

postage it pays to buy your books on population history by mail through the
Book Club.

A BULLETIN The comittee has decided that, as a means of enabling members
of the Society to keep in touch with each other, we shall circulate, on an
experimental basis, a Bulletin. This will came free to members with
conference notices. The Bulletin will contain notices of forthcoming events
(conferences of interest run by other societies, for instance), useful
books, etc. But if supported by the membership, it will also contain
research contributions fram members. The Bulletin will not be for the
publication of those substantial articles that are appropriate to LPS, but
it would welcome brief reports on Research in Progress, particularly of the
sort which might enable contact to be made by other members researching in
the same field. The Bulletin will at first be occasional.

Finally, . if you bhave any cohstructive suggestions for the
development of LPSS, please let me.have them. I promise that the committee
will give them due consideration.

With best wishes for your local population history researches,
Yours sincerely,

ol W

P.E.H.Hair
chairman, LPSS organising committee
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