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Unless otherwise stated, all articles reviewed in this issue were published in 2016. The
review is in four sections: ‘general’, dealing with essentially methodological pieces or articles
covering a long time frame; ‘early modern’, relating approximately to the period 1540–1800;
‘nineteenth century’; and ‘twentieth century’. Some articles straddle more than one period:
these are generally reviewed in the section covering the earliest period with which they are
concerned. Within each period, articles are listed in alphabetical order of  the first author’s
name, except where two or more articles on closely related themes are reviewed together.

General

D. Short, ‘Using population figures to tell a wider story: the population of  Ashwell
(Hertfordshire) over time’, Local Historian, 46, pp. 90–102.

In this paper, Short produces an excellent application of  the methods described by Nigel
Goose and Andrew Hinde in Local Population Studies (LPS) 77 (2006), pp. 66–74 and LPS 78
(2007), pp. 74–88 to reconstruct the population of  Ashwell in Hertfordshire from the time
of  Domesday Book to the present day. He shows that in the medieval period, Ashwell was
one of  the most important settlements in its area, with only one larger settlement (Hitchin)
within a ten-mile radius. Gradually, though, Ashwell’s place in the rankings declined, so that
by the time of  the diocesan returns of  1563 it ranked only sixth, and by 1676 and the
Compton Census its population was tenth. Time continued to be hostile to Ashwell and by
the first census of  1801 its population was probably lower than it had been in 1676. During
the first half  of  the nineteenth century the construction of  a railway and the opening of  a
brewery created employment opportunities that led to a substantial population increase to
1,576 in 1871. After that, though, industrial decline and out-migration resulted in the
population falling to 1,258 in 1951 before another renaissance was brought about by the
possibilities of  commuting.

Early modern period

J. Allison, ‘Midwives of  sixteenth-century rural East Anglia’, Rural History, 27, pp. 1–19.

Allison examines the provision and role of  midwives in East Anglia. Fifty named midwives
and eight unnamed ones can be identified in parish registers and quarter sessions. All but
two were, or had been, married and had their own children. All were illiterate but held in
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high regard by local communities�and had long careers in midwifery. Parishes were not well
supplied with midwives, and the women had to travel many miles to attend deliveries. The
author provides a useful list of  names and primary sources.

B. van Bavel and A. Rijpma, ‘How important were formalized charity and social spending
before the rise of  the welfare state? A long-run analysis of  selected Western European
cases, 1400–1850’, Economic History Review, 69, pp. 159–87.

Currently, there are various efforts by historians to analysis poor relief  expenditure and
provision in the long run. Van Bavel and Rijpma provide estimates for western Europe
using north-central Italy, the Netherlands and England as their evidence base. They focus
on social spending by institutions, whether they were public, religious, charitable or
associations. Formal entitlements to the poor, such as gleaning, are also included, although
on a less firm quantitative footing. Excluded are: rights to commons; informal assistance
from family, kin, neighbours, and friends; and the indirect redistributive effects of  taxation.
The authors use existing published estimates of  welfare spending, and the latest estimates
of  gross domestic product (GDP) and real incomes. Overall, social spending as a share of
GDP fluctuated between under 1 per cent and over 2 per cent. The high point of  spending
in Italy was in the seventeenth century; in the Netherlands the eighteenth century; and in
England around 1800. In all cases, the mid nineteenth century saw a significant fall in
spending back to the levels of  the late Middle Ages. Therefore, analysis of  welfare systems
that use the nineteenth century as a baseline are flawed. There was regional inequality of
expenditure on poor relief  in all countries, although comparatively, England had more
equal spending across its regions. The authors reject explanations for these patterns based
on religion, urbanization or wealth. Instead they point to the role of  organisation. Relatively
high levels of  expenditure in decentralised situations could be achieved if  associations and
corporations were strong. This was the case in the Italian Alps and the eastern Netherlands.
In a more centralised situation like England, high levels of  spending were maintained
because power-holders were incentivised to look after the poor. Here the central-local
dynamic in English poor relief  was crucial in drawing local landholders and rate payers into
a national system. The underlying estimates are available to download from the publisher’s
website.

M. Bolton, ‘Causes of  death in Ramsgate 1774–1812: the exceptional detail provided by the
Rev. Richard Harvey in the parish registers of  St Laurence’, Archaeologia Cantiana, 137, pp.
17–36.

Between 1774 and 1812 the vicars of  St Laurence, Ramsgate included in the parish register
a wealth of  non-essential detail, including causes of  death and regular censuses of  the
population. These permit a fascinating analysis of  aspects of  demographic change at the
local level which are usually impossible. For example, Bolton can chart the components of
population change in the town, using the method described in Andrew Hinde, ‘The
components of  population change’, Local Population Studies, 76 (2006), pp. 90–5, to illustrate
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the importance of  migration to population growth. She is also able to analyse the main
causes of  death. Respiratory problems loomed large (17.3 per cent of  all deaths) as did
‘diseases due to inflammation’ (11.3 per cent) and fevers (5.7 per cent). For an interesting
comparative study of  causes of  death in Cumberland during a similar period, see the paper
by Jean Ward reviewed in Local Population Studies, 63(1999), p. 83, and J. Virgoe, ‘Causes of
death in a rural south-west Lancashire community in the late eighteenth century’, Local
Population Studies, 75, pp. 33–55.

S.G. Carmichael, A. de Pleijt, J.L. van Zanden and T. De Moor, ‘The European Marriage
Pattern and its measurement’, Journal of  Economic History, 76, pp. 196–204.

T.K. Dennison and S. Ogilvie, ‘Institutions and economic growth’, Journal of  Economic
History, 76, pp. 205–17.

These two articles comprise the response of  Carmichael and her colleagues to Dennison
and Ogilvie’s argument that institutions mattered more than the European Marriage Pattern
(EMP) for economic growth in historical Europe (see their paper reviewed in Local
Population Studies, 95 (2015), p. 88), and Dennison and Ogilvie’s response. Carmichael et al.’s
main objection is that the model of  the EMP is dynamic rather than static, so that in
countries which (for other reasons) growth is sluggish, the age at marriage might be
expected to be higher and the proportions married lower than in EMP countries in which
(for other reasons) growth is brisk. The fact that the parameters of  the EMP respond to
economic conditions in this way will tend to obscure the relationship between these
parameters and economic growth as measured by cross-sectional analysis. In their response,
Dennison and Ogilvie make the point that even if  Carmichael et al.’s argument were valid,
it would not necessarily mean that the EMP did have an association with economic growth,
still less that it caused economic growth. They reiterate their original argument that ‘good’
institutions in England and the Netherlands were the main reason why these countries were
the first to industrialize.

N. Cummins, M. Kelly and C. Ó Gráda, ‘Living standards and plague in London,
1560–1665’, Economic History Review, 69, pp. 3–34.

Cummins, Kelly and Ó Gráda examine the influence of  the four plagues between 1560 and
1665 on mortality in London. In particular, they explore the plagues’ interaction with living
standards and geography. A large sample of  parish registers was taken (from 118 of  the 130
parishes in the city) containing around 930,000 burials and 630,000 baptisms. The mortality
rate during plagues was five or six times higher than normal. The influence of  the plague
on wealthier parishes declined over the period, and these areas show evidence of  positive
natural increases in non-crisis years. This suggests that the picture usually painted of
London as a ‘demographic sink’ is over-drawn. They find no evidence that plagues started
in the docks as is sometime assumed. Finally, the authors caution against confident
assertions that plague disappeared from London after 1679. The late-autumn peak in
deaths, associated with plague, continued into the early 1700s, although its strength
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weakened over time. Their dataset is available to others to encourage work on the capital’s
demography. The authors have set a standard for large-scale data analysis in understanding
this period of  London’s population history.

R.J. Davenport, J. Boulton and L.D. Schwarz, ‘Urban inoculation and the decline of
smallpox mortality in eighteenth-century cities—a reply to Razzell’, Economic History Review,
69, pp. 188–214.

There has been a long-running debate about the pattern, timing and causes of  the
decline in mortality from smallpox in late-eighteenth century England. In 2011,
Davenport and her colleagues published a paper in which they argued for the increased
virulence and/or infectivity of  smallpox at the end of  the eighteenth century on the
basis that smallpox mortality in parts of  London became increasingly confined to young
children, while at the same time adult smallpox mortality fell. Peter Razzell replied that
the observed patterns were consistent with the introduction of  effective smallpox
inoculation in London. Both these papers were reviewed in Local Population Studies, 89
(2012), pp. 104-5. In this paper, Davenport et al. present new evidence from St Martin in
the Fields in London, and from Manchester, to show that smallpox mortality among
young children rose after 1760 or so to reach a peak around the 1780s before declining
rapidly after the introduction of  vaccination after 1798 (as opposed to inoculation). This,
they claim, bolsters their case of  an increase in the virulence of  the virus and the
ineffectiveness of  inoculation in major cities. Indeed, inoculation was rare in cities: the
benefits were difficult to realise as migration meant repeated re-infection, and the costs
of  burying young smallpox victims were rather small. In contrast, small rural towns and
villages could reap considerable benefits from mass inoculations of  their inhabitants
when epidemics threatened: it was in such places that inoculation was most widely
practised.

X. Didelot, ‘Heroic sacrifice or tragic mistake? Revisiting the Eyam Plague, 350 years on’,
Significance, 13, pp. 20–4.

This short paper, published in the Royal Statistical Society’s magazine Significance, re-
assesses the plague in the Derbyshire village of  Eyam in 1665 in the light of  modern
epidemiological knowledge of  the plague. Didelot concludes that the Victorian view
that, by imposing a quarantine on themselves, the villagers prevented the plague
spreading to other nearby places ‘is supported by twenty-first-century epidemiology’ (p.
24). This is because recent research stresses the efficacy of  person-to-person
transmission of  the disease, and Didelot believes that without the quarantine,
interaction between the inhabitants of  Eyam and other places would have been an
effective mode of  transmission. The villagers of  Eyam could do little about intra-
household transmission, which is why so many households suffered multiple deaths, but
the measures they took to restrict village-level social gatherings probably had some
impact.
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J. Evans, ‘ “They are called imperfect men”: male infertility and sexual health in Early
Modern England’, Social History of  Medicine, 29, pp. 311–32.

D. Oren-Magidor, ‘Literate laywomen, male medical practitioners and the treatment of
fertility problems in Early Modern England’, Social History of  Medicine, 29, pp. 290–310.

S. Toulalan, ‘ “Elderly years cause a total dispaire of  conception”: old age, sex and infertility
in Early Modern England’, Social History of  Medicine, 29, pp. 333–59.

Likely to be of  interest to readers of  Local Population Studies is a special issue of  the Social
History of  Medicine dedicated to infertility. The introduction provides a useful overview of
the relevant historiography. All the papers focus mainly on medical understandings of
infertility, and the remedies or treatments proposed by doctors and others. There was a long
continuity in medical knowledge from the Middle Ages to the eighteenth century, which
focused on female rather than male infertility. However, Evans argues that it was recognised
that men could be infertile (and not just impotent). Oren-Magidor shows that women who
were concerned about fertility rarely consulted male doctors, but instead went to female
practitioners or lay women for advice. The link between old age and fertility is the subject
of  Toulalan’s contribution. Elderly women were understood as being post-menopausal and
older men as infertile, making neither suitable sexual partners. In popular print, the old man
or woman attempting to be sexually active was a figure of  ridicule. These articles concern
knowledge among the elite and literate; it would be interesting to see investigation of
knowledge and practices among those lower down the social scale.

J.A. Hargreaves, ‘Religious minorities in Calderdale: Presbyterians, Unitarians, Salvationists,
Pentecostalists, Christadelphians, Seventh Day Adventists, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses
and Spiritualists, c.1672–2015’, Transactions of  the Halifax Antiquarian Society, 24, pp. 70–99.

This is a companion article to that reviewed in Local Population Studies, 97 (2016), p. 74,
which dealt with the rise and decline of  several religious minorities in the Calderdale area.
In this article Hargreaves completes his survey. It should be remembered that, although
each of  the religious groups mentioned here was quite small, collectively the so-called
‘minorities’ formed the majority of  the population of  this area.

J. Healey, ‘ “By the charitie of  good people”: poverty and neighbourly support in
seventeenth century Lancashire’, Family and Community History, 19, pp. 83–94.

Healey examines the ‘economy of  makeshifts’ in Lancashire from the perspective of
neighbourly support. Qualitative analysis of  around 3,000 petitions of  poor relief  from
1626 to 1710 is used. He finds that it was common for the poor to receive informal support
from non-kin neighbours. A variety of  methods for soliciting or receiving charity was used.
Some paupers went out in search of  alms, whilst others were visited in the home by well-
wishers. Charitable supporters might provide new lodgings or help present petitions for
relief. Former employees and wealthy neighbours were another source of  charity. More
surprisingly, actively begging was common and seen as legitimate. There were limits,
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however: persistent appeals for support started to fall on deaf  ears, forcing the poor to turn
to the parish. Increasing infirmity might prevent a pauper from travelling to visit
neighbours. Finally, begging may have declined after 1650.

J. Langton, ‘Land and people in late sixteenth-century Glyn Cothi and Pennant Forests’,
Welsh History Review, 28, pp. 55–86.

A legal case involving Welsh forests provides a study of  landholding and family after the
Act of  the Union between England and Wales. Langton finds a mean household size of
7.0 among the farming households, larger than that for England. Given the sources,
extended kinship within families can only be a matter for speculation, but between
households more can be said. Of  the 67 farms in the forests, 38 had mutual kin links.
Evidence suggests that the customary patterns of  Welsh landholding were disappearing.
There was a shift from family-held land with all sons inheriting, to only elder sons
inheriting, land being sold and larger units created. Tenant farms were becoming more
common. Access to the woodland sustained some family members, whilst others fell into
the landless population.

K. O’Brien, ‘Intimate worlds: kinship relations and emotional investment among Nantwich
women 1603–1685’, Journal of  Family History, 41, pp. 131–43.

Eighty-seven wills form the basis of  O’Brien’s study of  non-elite women in Nantwich
during the seventeenth-century. A third of  the wills in Nantwich for this period were left
by women; and, unusually, women provided the majority of  proved wills. Analysis of  these
sources is used to provide evidence on economic life, kin relations and emotions. Nantwich
women were very involved in the town’s economy, working in a variety of  trades including
salt manufacture, shop keeping, shoemaking and tanning. There is some evidence of  credit
relations in the wills. Leaving bequests for female family, kin and friends was common,
notably for the education of  children. Sons and other male relatives were not particularly
well favoured. Land and household goods, as well as money, were left to support others.
Several left legacies to charities, and there is clear evidence for concern for the less
fortunate in the town, such as poor widows.

M. Pelling, ‘Far too many women? John Graunt, the sex ratio, and the cultural
determination of  number in seventeenth-century England’, Historical Journal, 59, pp.
695–719.

M. Pelling, ‘John Graunt, the Hartlib Circle and child mortality in mid-seventeenth-century
London’, Continuity and Change, 31, pp. 335–59.

John Graunt’s analysis of  the London Bills of  Mortality of  1662 was a path-breaking
exercise in the statistical study of  populations. Pelling re-examines Graunt’s findings on the
sex ratio and child mortality in the context of  political and religious concerns of  the late
seventeenth-century. His finding that the male and female populations were balanced
numerically was significant for the time. Pelling asks: why was Graunt so keen to work out
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the sex ratio of  London’s population? The answer lies in Graunt religious views, and his
unusual transition from Puritanism to Catholicism. It was widely believed by
contemporaries that women outnumbered men. An ‘excess’ of  women as a natural fact
could be used by religious radicals and libertines to support arguments for polygamy.
Therefore, Graunt’s findings on the sex ratio could be used to undermine these dangerous
positions. Pelling argues that Graunt’s calculations of  the age groups of  the dead led him
to another major finding: what we would now call the infant mortality rate. Graunt’s interest
in the causes of  death in children are placed in the context of  the Hartlib Circle’s wider
interest in childhood and the education of  children. Compared to those of  the Hartlibians,
Graunt’s findings are presented in a notably dispassionate way.

A. Redshaw, ‘Education in an 18th-century Northamptonshire village: the Rockingham
schools register 1764–1773’, Local Historian, 46, pp. 220–8.

The closed village of  Rockingham in Northamptonshire has for centuries been largely
owned by the Watson family. In the eighteenth century a charity school was set up,
following the precepts of  the Society for the Promotion of  Christian Knowledge. The
records of  the school survive for a period in the 1760s and 1770s, including the school
register for the period 1764–1773. Redshaw links the names in the school register to
parish registers and other sources to show that almost all the poor families in the village
sent their children to the school, many attending for five or more years. The school
taught basic literacy and numeracy as well as religious knowledge, and evidence of  its
success in this comes from other archival sources from the Watson estate revealing
working people signing contracts and using written communication on a daily basis. The
charity school was eventually closed and replaced by a Sunday school, marking a
deterioration in the educational provision in the village until the opening of  a National
School in 1832. This article demonstrates the seriousness with which educational
provision for the ‘lower orders’ was taken at the local level in a period long before
national systems were mooted.

J.A. Sharpe and J.R. Dickinson, ‘Homicide in eighteenth-century Cheshire’, Social History, 41,
pp. 192–209.

Thanks to Steven Pinker’s The Better Angels of  our Nature: Why Violence has Declined (New
York, 2011) the long-run decline of  violence has attracted popular interest in a long
running debate in history and sociology. Sharpe and Dickinson use indictments and
coroners’ reports in eighteenth century Chester to establish a regional view of  the decline
of  homicide. Following the national trend, the rate of  homicide was less than 1 per
100,000 of  the county population. The Cheshire evidence points to a divergence in the
decline of  violence based around social class. They find that the gentry became less
involved in homicide over the century, and the use of  weapons became less
common. However, working class men remained associated with formal or ritual fighting
for longer than in the south-east of  England.
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D.A. Spaeth, ‘ “Orderly made”: re-appraising household inventories in seventeenth-century
England’, Social History, 41, pp. 417–35.

Building on Alexandra Shepherd’s arguments in Accounting for Oneself: Worth, Status and the
Social Order in Early Modern England (Oxford, 2015), Spaeth re-examines probate inventories
as an ‘act of  appraisal’. Through a case study of  Thame, he shows how the form inventories
took changed over the seventeenth century. In England, recorders of  inventories were
amateurs, selected from responsible male members of  the local community. Changes in
recording practice could be very personal, according to decision made by the appraiser. For
example, Andrew Parslow, the appraiser for Thame, re-introduced a ‘summary format’ for
recording possessions. This assigned all possessions a single value, and reduced exhaustive
lists of  goods by room to a record of  the most common items. It was developed to manage
the large number of  items that were now owned by wealthier households. Decisions like
this can be used to understand changing attitudes towards household goods. There was also
a hierarchy of  appraising, with literate and high-status members of  society able to control
the process. Those lower down or illiterate were in the hands of  the appraiser.

P. Wallis and T. Pirohakul, ‘Medical revolutions? The growth of  medicine in England,
1660–1800’, Journal of  Social History, 49, pp. 510–31.

Did people make greater use of  commercial medical services during the long eighteenth
century? This is the question that Wallis and Pirohakul set themselves. Probate accounts
provide evidence of  medical debts left by the deceased, and these are used to create a data
set of  consumer expenditure on medicine. They find that the use of  medical services
increased over the period, as did expenditure. London led the way in this trend: in the 1670s
it was already common to pay for medical services in the capital. Provincial society followed.
By the end of  the eighteenth century, people were using a single practitioner rather than
several. Much of  this trend involved the increasing use of  drugs, giving apothecaries a key
role. Finally, the authors argue that these changes were caused by shifting taste, rather than
increasing wealth or supply. As they acknowledge, their sample is biased towards wealthy
males from London and the Home Counties. Hopefully, others can investigate these
patterns for other regions, and for the ‘middling sort’ and the poorer classes.

S. Williams, ‘The maintenance of  bastard children in London, 1790–1834’, Economic History
Review, 69, pp. 945–71.

The complex administrative mechanisms by which the Old Poor Law endeavoured to
pursue the fathers of  illegitimate children for maintenance payments are described in this
paper, using evidence from the three London parishes of  St George the Martyr and St
Saviour in Southwark and St Mary Newington in Lambeth. Overall, London was not very
successful at recovering payments from fathers compared with other parts of  the country,
but the recovery rate varied by parish from over 80 per cent in Limehouse St Anne to less
than 10 per cent (ignoring a few parishes with very small numbers of  illegitimate children).
Williams discusses the various means by which fathers were encouraged to pay, including
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lump sums, bonds and weekly transfers. It examines the range of  sums paid weekly,
showing that although 2s 6d was the most common amount, most affiliation orders to
fathers were for more than this. An interesting finding is that in some cases mothers were
pursued for maintenance. Presumably these were for children which mothers had
abandoned to the care of  the parish. Maintenance orders often lasted for years, until
children were in their teens.

A. Withey, ‘Medicine and charity in eighteenth-century Northumberland: the early years of
the Bamburgh Castle Dispensary and Surgery, c. 1772–1802’, Social History of  Medicine, 29,
pp. 467–89.

The dispensary in Bamburgh Castle, Northumberland provides an interesting case study of
institutional medical care for the rural poor. The institution was founded by John Sharp,
Archdeacon of  Northumberland, with financial support from the trust left by Lord Crewe.
It was unusual in this period, therefore, in not having subscribers. Admission required a
certificate signed by a minister and two church wardens. Its services focused on out-
patients by dispensing drugs, treating a range of  aliments and carrying out smallpox
inoculations. However, it also carried out surgery and had a small number of  beds. The staff
ensured the facilities were well equipped, purchasing implements and medicines locally,
from Newcastle, and from London. The dispensary grew in popularity after its opening
around 1772; at its peak in 1786 it saw 2,073 out-patients. This high point in the 1780s was
caused by epidemics of  influenza and high bread prices. Bamburgh Castle appears to have
been well used by the local population and did not have a wide catchment area. Its patients
were distributed fairly evenly by gender and age.

Nineteenth century

C.A. Beardmore, ‘The rural estate through the eyes of  the land agent: a community in
microcosm c.1812–1844’, Family and Community History, 19, pp. 17–33.

As Beardmore says in her conclusion: ‘[t]he aim of  this article [is] to stress the large amount
of  data which remains hidden within the land agents’ archives and which if  used would
reveal how different communities lived, worked and survived’ (p. 32). She illustrates this
with a study of  the Marquis of  Anglesey’s estate in north Dorset and south Somerset. The
records cast light on the fortunes of  tenant farmers, the deserving and undeserving poor,
the activities of  the Church and educational provision in the villages making up the estate.
From them it is possible to gain an idea of  the severity of  the agricultural depression after
the Napoleonic Wars and the impact this had on farming and the community in general.

J. Beckett, ‘Politics and the implementation of  the New Poor Law: the Nottingham
Workhouse controversy, 1834–43’, Midland History, 41, pp. 201–23.

It is well known that in the north of  England there was substantial resistance to the
construction of  new workhouses to further the implementation of  the New Poor Law. This
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paper tells the story of  the Nottingham Union, where local politics and a fluctuating
economy led to protracted battles between factions within the city, and between the city and
the Poor Law Commissioners, which lasted almost a decade. When the New Poor Law was
first introduced, the city’s Guardians decided to continue to use the existing workhouses.
But these were inadequate to house all the able-bodied paupers in years of  economic
recession. The city’s Tory authorities wanted to respond to this problem by using temporary
outdoor relief, while the Whig faction—supported by the Poor Law Commissioners—
wanted to construct a new workhouse. In the end the new workhouse was brought into use,
but not before the city had endured a protracted period of  ‘ping-pong’ during which
successive Boards of  Guardians dominated by different factions halted (or even undid) the
work of  their immediate predecessors.

G.R. Boyer, ‘ “Work for their prime, the workhouse for their age”: old age pauperism in
Victorian England’, Social Science History, 40, pp. 3–32.

This important paper presents aggregate estimates of  old age pauperism in England
between 1860 and 1908, including estimates of  the proportions of  males and females being
relieved, and the proportions of  those being relieved who were in workhouses. The
analyses is regional, but not local: the geographical units used are the 11 registration
divisions. The results confirm that pauperism was widespread among those aged 60 years
and over, but that its prevalence was highest in London and the south, and somewhat lower
in the north. Old women were more likely to be pauperized than were old men, but aged
male paupers were much more likely to be found in workhouses than were aged female
paupers. The paper also affirms the impact of  the Crusade against Outdoor Relief  in the
1870s. Boyer examines the reasons for the regional differentials. He concludes that part of
the reason was economic: wages in the north were higher than in the south and allowed
working class individuals to save more for their old age. But regional differences in poor law
administration, and in the degree of  stigma associated with dependency on the Poor Law,
may also have played a part.

J. Geber, ‘Mortality among institutionalised children during the Great Famine in Ireland:
bioarchaeological contextualisation of  non-adult mortality rates in the Kilkenny Union
Workhouse, 1841–1851’, Continuity and Change, 31, pp. 101–26.

Many of  those who died in the Great Irish Famine were inmates of  workhouses, to which
the destitute had applied for admission even though they were conscious of  the risks of
infection posed by overcrowding. Recently, a burial ground containing the remains of
around 970 individuals has been found adjacent to Kilkenny workhouse, and this paper
considers what insights can be gained about mortality from the analysis of  the bones
excavated therefrom. The paper concentrates on the mortality of  children. Kilkenny was by
no means one of  the most severely affected parts of  Ireland in the famine years, but
mortality rates were greatly elevated from the last quarter of  1846 until 1852, with the worst
periods being the first half  of  1847 and the first three quarters of  1851. Children were
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especially vulnerable to mortality from seasonal infections. The bioarchaeological data
reveals evidence of  severe respiratory infections and scurvy. There also seems to have been
an increased mortality rate at age three years, which coincides with the age at which children
in the workhouse were separated from their mothers and placed in the children’s wings of
the house. Geber concludes that most child deaths were due to the classic diseases
associated with famine, and that the stresses of  workhouse living probably exacerbated
their impact.

I.N. Gregory and N.A. Cunningham, ‘ “The judgement of  God on an indolent and unself-
reliant people”? The impact of  the Great Irish Famine on Ireland’s religious demography’,
Journal of  Historical Geography, 51, pp. 76–87.

The story of  this article is that the Great Irish Famine did not have a great impact on the
proportion of  the population in any area that was Catholic. Though most of  those who
perished were Catholics, this was largely because most of  those who perished were poor
and most of  those who were poor were Catholic. In the areas most severely affected by the
Famine, there were very few non-Catholics (and most of  these were relatively well off).
Where there were relatively more Protestants in areas affected by the Famine (as, for
example in the south east of  the country, or in the northern counties which did not
eventually form part of  Northern Ireland), Protestant losses were on a par with Catholic
losses. Of  course the areas around Belfast fared better, as they had substantial industrial
employment, but here both Catholics and Protestants seemed to benefit from the diversity
of  the economy. Therefore the depiction of  the Famine as a ‘Catholic Famine’ is only
indirectly true. It was a famine of  the poor, and in the worst affected areas the poor were
overwhelmingly Catholic.

E. Higgs and A. Wilkinson, ‘Women, occupations and work in the Victorian censuses
revisited’, History Workshop Journal, 81, pp. 17–38.

This will be an important article for many readers of  Local Population Studies. In it, Higgs sets
out his current thinking on the recording of  women’s work in the nineteenth century
census enumerators’ books (CEBs) and Wilkinson provides some new evidence on the
recording of  women’s occupations in East Anglia and east London. Higgs was the author
of  an article published 30 years ago (‘Women, occupations and work in the nineteenth-
century censuses’, History Workshop Journal, 23 (1987), pp. 59–80) which has been widely
cited by historians as indicating that the Victorian censuses have serious shortcomings as
records of  women’s work. Higgs starts by making the valuable point that there is a clear
problem when a single article is cited by many disparate writers, giving the impression that
there is a general consensus of  opinion on a subject. He then notes that historians have to
some extent mis-interpreted the points he made in his 1987 article, which concerned
ideological influences on the way occupations were recorded, dealt mainly with the census
reports not the CEBs, was more about incorrect or ambiguous enumeration rather than
under-enumeration, and which ‘counselled using the census returns with care, rather than
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steering clear of  the source’ (p. 23). The present article discusses recent empirical work
examining the accuracy of  the recording of  women’s work in the CEBs, and provides new
data which show that women’s occupations in East Anglia and parts of  London seem to
have been very well and comprehensively recorded. In an encouraging conclusion, the
authors state: ‘there appears no good reason why historians should not make full use of  this
extraordinary source for reconstructing the social and economic roles of  women in late
nineteenth and early twentieth century England and Wales’, (pp. 34–5).

A. Johnson, ‘The civic elite of  mid-nineteenth-century Belfast’, Irish Economic and Social
History, 33, pp. 62–84.

This paper describes the elite members of  the population of  Belfast between the 1840s and
the 1870s, defining the elite to be those who held office in local government or who were
active in running city charities. Johnson finds that more than half  of  the elite were born
outside the city (unsurprisingly in an era of  rural-urban migration), but that only a small
minority had been born outside Ulster. It was common, however, for them to have travelled
to Scotland for their education. By occupation they were dominated by merchants, textile
manufacturers in the linen industry, professionals and clergymen. Of  these the wealthiest
group were the textile manufacturers. Although Belfast is sometimes regarded as a
Presbyterian city, Anglicans formed a large minority of  the elite, and when an ‘inner elite’
is identified consisting of  those most active in local government and local institutions,
Anglicans outnumber Presbyterians. Catholics made up 34 per cent of  the city’s population,
but fewer than 10 per cent of  members of  the elite were Catholics.

P. Jones and S. King, ‘Voices from the far North: pauper letters and the provision of  welfare
in Sutherland, 1845–1900’, Journal of  British Studies, 55, pp. 76–98.

The historiography of  the New Poor Law (NPL) in England is still limited (though, we
hope, enhanced by the publication of  this special issue of  Local Population Studies) but, as
Jones and King point out in their introduction to this article, in Scotland it is almost non-
existent. The authors seek to start to remedy this insufficiency using a large collection of
pauper letters for the parish of  Tongue, on the north coast of  Scotland, some of  which
come from the early years of  the NPL in Scotland post-1845, and others from the late
nineteenth century. The article starts by pointing out the differences between the NPL in
Scotland and England, stressing that the Scottish NPL had in some senses, more in
common with the Old Poor Law in England in that it was parish-based. There was also no
tradition of  relief  to the able-bodied in Scotland as there had been in England. The letters
from the mid nineteenth century are couched in more formal language than were English
letters; they are deferential, probably reflecting the strongly hierarchical nature of  Highland
society at that time; and they invariably cite the kinds of  reasons for granting relief  (for
example sickness) that were thought most likely to be looked on favourably by the
authorities. However, by the end of  the century, paupers were much more assertive and
many letters reveal a sense of  entitlement to relief. This change is associated with greater
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awareness of  the plight of  crofters and agitation for change: these Highland paupers clearly
felt by the end of  the century that parish authorities had an obligation to listen to their
petitions.

D. Morris, ‘Peaks and troughs: Irish transmigration through South Wales, 1850–1900’, Welsh
History Review, 28, pp. 283–306.

Morris’s article tells the story of  the thousands of  Irish migrants who passed through South
Wales during the second half  of  the nineteenth century on their way to the United States.
Many would-be Irish migrants could not afford the transatlantic fares. Working for a time
in the booming South Wales coalfield offered an opportunity to save up sufficient to make
this intercontinental journey. Morris examines the rises and falls in the migration flows,
noting that peaks in the number of  departures from South Wales tended to follow shortly
after outbreaks of  anti-Irish feeling. He looks at the destinations of  those who passed
through Wales on their way to the United States, noting that about 43 per cent ended up in
Pennsylvania. The final part of  the article examines the history of  these migrants in their
destination areas, emphasising the wide range of  fortunes they experienced. Some became
wealthy and took public office, often aided by the strong unionisation of  the manufacturing
industries in which they sought employment. Others, however, became destitute. For many,
the complex migratory paths rent families asunder, with many families becoming split
between Ireland, Wales and north America.

D. Taylor, ‘From Badenoch to Badenoch, Part I’, History Scotland, 16(4), pp. 16–22.

D. Taylor, ‘From Badenoch to Badenoch, Part II’, History Scotland, 16(5), pp. 31–7.

This two-part article describes the mass emigration from parts of  the Spey valley to Canada
in the 1830s and 1840s. Taylor focuses on the causes of  the exodus, arguing that it happened
because of  the coincidence of  two factors. First, the farmers of  this area relied for their
income on rearing and selling cattle and after the end of  the Napoleonic Wars the price of
cattle plummeted. Second, the 1830s and 1840s saw a period of  particularly bad weather in
this part of  the Highlands. The consequence was a period of  unusual hardship, during which
the economic viability of  farming in the area was seriously threatened. The reaction of  the
landowners was profoundly unsympathetic. Faced with the increasing difficulty of  extracting
rents from the hard-pressed farmers, they sought alternative uses of  the land and income
from sporting interests. These uses conflicted with farming and led to restrictions being
imposed on the farmers regarding access to grazing land. The estate was applying pressures
that ‘made life intolerable, and eventually impossible’ for the tenants (p. 37).

S. Tuckett, ‘ “Needle crusaders”: the nineteenth-century Ayrshire whitework industry’,
Journal of  Scottish Historical Studies, 36, pp. 60–80.

This paper tells the story of  the rise and fall of  the Ayrshire whitework industry during the
nineteenth century. Whitework involved the sewing by hand of  floral and other designs on
to fine muslin. The resulting cloth became popular as a cheaper alternative to lace in the
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middle years of  the century. The industry was organized on a commercial basis using a
putting-out system. Glasgow-based companies ran the organization, and the sewers were
mainly women in the parishes around Ayr, or located in northern Ireland. Irish sewers were
cheaper to employ (wages were lower) but transport costs were greater. Many of  the
women employed were young, with 11-20 years being the peak age. The work was
demanding, and involved long hours close work in a seated position, which eventually could
lead to damage to physical health and eyesight. The peak years for whitework were the
1850s and 1860s, and after that a rapid decline set in, due partly to changing fashions. There
were attempts to revive the trade later in the century, but whitework lacked the kind of
aristocratic, non-commercial support which allowed other similar crafts—like the hand-
making of  lace—to carry on, albeit at a low level. Its remaining employees gradually aged
and, with them, the trade died out.

Twentieth century

R.E. Bailey, T.J. Hatton and K. Inwood, ‘Health, height and the household at the turn of
the twentieth century’, Economic History Review, 69, pp. 35–53.

This is the latest in a series of  papers to use height data as a proxy for health status, and to
examine the determinants of  health and well-being in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. Bailey and his colleagues make a considerable advance on previous work,
however, in that they use record linkage to identify the exact childhood household
circumstances of  individuals whose heights were measured when they enlisted or were
conscripted into the army during World War I. The height data come from the attestation
records of  soldiers when they signed up for the army, and these are linked to data on the
same men in the 1901 census. The results show that men from large families who spent
their early years living in overcrowded accommodation were shorter than men from small
families, possibly because they were more exposed to the risk of  infectious diseases. In
addition, ‘locality’ or regional effects were important, suggesting that the local disease
environment played a role and that improvements to the urban environment during the last
decade of  the nineteenth century and the first decades of  the twentieth century probably
played an important role in enhancing human health and wellbeing.

J. Knight, ‘Leicestershire and the Great Influenza Pandemic of  1918–19’, Transactions of  the
Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society, 90, pp. 245–71.

The main features of  the Great Influenza Pandemic of  1918–1919 are well known. The
disease came in three waves, one in the early summer of  1918, the second (and most severe)
in the autumn of  1989, and the third in the spring of  1919. This was true nationally, and it
was true of  Leicestershire, as Knight’s thorough and well-researched study confirms.
Leicester and the rural parts of  the county were more severely affected than the country as
a whole, possibly because of  its central location and good transport links. The other
features of  the pandemic in the county reflected those of  the disease generally: many
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deaths were due to pneumonia, and the worst affected age groups included young adults.
Where the paper breaks new ground is in its description of  the reaction of  local medical
authorities to the disease and the various remedies (both medical and administrative) which
were suggested to try to alleviate the suffering of  the population.

J. Meek, ‘Boarding and lodging practices in early twentieth-century Scotland’, Continuity and
Change, 31, pp. 79–100.

This paper describes the relationships between boarders and lodgers and their landlords
(or, often, landladies) in Govan, Glasgow, using data primarily from the 1911 Census of
Scotland, though some data for earlier decades is also presented. Lodging and boarding was
common, with 31.5 per cent of  working-class homes containing lodgers in 1901, and 22.5
per cent in 1911. Frequently there were connections between lodgers and the families with
whom they lived. Recent immigrants tended to lodge with previous immigrants from the
same country; this was particularly the case for Russian Jewish immigrants. In other cases
lodgers and their hosts shared an occupation. Meek discusses the situation of  female
landladies, and argues that in Scotland the poor law authorities encouraged single women
and widows to take in paying guests—even male guests—to help make ends meet. They
were realistic about the prospects of  this leading to irregular relationships and even
illegitimate progeny, but were reluctant to condemn it. This contrasted with the attitude of
the corresponding authorities in England and Wales.
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