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Unless otherwise stated, all articles reviewed in this issue were published in 2017. The
review is in five sections: ‘general’, dealing with essentially methodological pieces; ‘ancient
and medieval’, covering the period before about 1540; ‘early modern’ relating approximately
to the years 1540–1800; ‘nineteenth century’; and ‘twentieth century’. Some articles strad-
dle more than one period: these are generally reviewed in the section covering the earliest
period with which they deal. Within each period, articles are listed in alphabetical order of
the first author’s name, except where two or more articles on closely related themes are
reviewed together.

General

A.G. Crosby, ‘Housing and the local historian (part 1): some approaches and research agen-
das’, Local Historian, 47, pp. 227–43.

A.G. Crosby, ‘Housing and the local historian (part 2): types and periods of  housing in
Britain’, Local Historian, 47, pp. 298–316.

In this two-part article, Crosby appeals for more research into housing in the past. Much
of  this research is likely to be local in nature, and to involve an analysis of  the kinds of
people who lived in the houses which are the subject of  the investigations. In the first
part, Crosby picks up various themes in housing research. Of  particular interest to read-
ers of  Local Population Studies may be the sections on ‘location and land ownership’ and
‘the residents: for whom was the housing intended?’. In the second part, he looks at the
specific types of  housing that were constructed in different periods. He makes the
(often overlooked) point that most surviving housing for those working in industry in
Britain’s towns and cities, exemplified by the rows of  terraced houses in south Wales and
urban areas in Lancashire and Yorkshire, post-dates the industrial revolution by 100
years, as it was largely built after regulation was introduced in the 1860s and 1870s. The
survival of  working-class housing from before 1860 is less common, as much of  it was
declared unfit for human habitation and knocked down. Crosby also emphasises the
importance of  regional and local preferences, such as that for back-to-back housing in
Leeds and Bradford, which continued to be built well into the twentieth century, even
though it had been ‘outlawed in most places by the end of  the nineteenth century’ 
(p. 307).



Review of Recent Periodical Literature

C.G. Pooley, ‘Connecting historical studies of  transport, mobility and migration’, Journal of
Transport History, 38, pp. 251–9.

In this paper Colin Pooley, Chair of  the Local Population Studies Society, argues for a closer
integration between transport history and population history of  migration. He expands
upon one of  the themes of  his article entitled ‘Local histories of  migration and mobility’
published in Local Population Studies, 100 (2018), pp. 52–9. The availability of  different
modes of  transport probably influenced the direction, precise location and volume of
migration flows in the past. On the other hand, migration generated by social and economic
differentials can lead to a demand for transport infrastructure.

D. Worthington, ‘The settlements of  the Beauly-Wick coast and the historiography of  the
Moray Firth’, Scottish Historical Review, 95, pp. 139–63.

This paper is about the chain of  settlements on the eastern shores of  Ross and Cromarty,
Sutherland and Caithness along the northern coast of  the Moray Firth. Worthington is
trying to redress the comparative neglect of  these settlements in the literature; and to argue
that they formed an integral part of  a Moray Firth region, being connected in various ways
to the better-known settlements along the southern coast from Inverness to Fraserburgh.
The article leaps about across more than a thousand years of  history, from the settlement
of  Portmahomack by Columba in the sixth century, to various industrial initiatives on the
Black Isle in the late twentieth century. The case for the Moray Firth as an economic or
cultural region is not convincing (in the opinion of  this reviewer [AH]) but the article is
nevertheless worth reading for the case studies, and the general points it makes about
regions and regionalism in British history—exemplified by Worthington’s discussion of
definitions of  the Scottish Highlands.

Ancient and medieval

C. Butler ‘“Incontinent of  her body”: women, society and morality in Tudor Southampton’,
Local Historian, 47, pp. 96–110.

This article covers a period starting right at the end of  the medieval era and stretching into
the early seventeenth century. Southampton was one of  three towns in late medieval
England that had licensed brothels (the others were Sandwich and Southwark). The town,
with a resident population of  1,800 or so, could at times see up to 600 young men disem-
bark from visiting ships, so it is not surprising that both licensed and unlicensed prostitu-
tion was common. Using court records, Butler examines various aspects of  the sex industry
and sexual behaviour in the town, including prostitution, illegitimacy, adultery and the role
of  marriage. She also looks at the impact of  the reformation, suggesting that in late
medieval times fines and punishments for sexual impropriety tended to be given to the men
involved, with the women being treated more sympathetically, whereas after 1540 it was
more common for women to be punished. This is not to say that the position of  women
in early Tudor times was good, but simply that the locus of  blame for immorality shifted. 
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C. Downham, ‘The earliest Viking activity in England’, English Historical Review, 132, pp.
1–12.

Historical scholarship holds that the Viking age in England did not really begin until well
into the ninth century (aside from raids on Lindisfarne priory and a neighbouring
monastery in 793–794). In this article Downham notes that the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is
largely silent about Viking activity between 794 and 835. It also mentions an attack on
Portland in Dorset between 786 and 802. Downham argues that since the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle was compiled in Wessex, it might naturally emphasise Viking activity in that part
of  the country. She presents a range of  alternative sources indicating that the Vikings
attacked Kent repeatedly at the end of  the eighth and beginning of  the ninth centuries, and
that their activity in south-east England during this period is underemphasised by the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, perhaps because the latter was keen to portray King Alfred as the
main victim of  their depredations.

S.J. Drake, ‘ “The Gallaunts of  Fowey”: a case study of  Fowey during the Hundred Years’
War, c. 1337–1399’, Historical Research, 90, pp. 296–317.

The Cornish port of  Fowey was affected by the Hundred Years’ War in three main ways.
First, it provided ships for the King to pursue the war. Drake argues that, relative to its size,
Fowey’s contribution was greater than those of  larger ports such as Bristol and
Southampton. Second, it was subject to periodic raids by the French and Spanish, which hit
the town hard as its defences were inadequate (some scholars have argued that they were
non-existent). Third, many of  its inhabitants and seamen engaged in ‘private naval warfare’.
This seems to have been a euphemism for piracy, save that when the victims were English
or from a neutral country, the English authorities investigated, but when the victims were
French or Spanish no action was taken, and the activity was tacitly condoned as a contribu-
tion to the war effort. Because of  its location close to the shipping routes to and from
Gascony and Spain, Fowey was well placed to profit from this ‘private naval warfare’. As a
result, the overall economic impact of  the Hundred Years’ War on the town’s economy may
have been positive, the profits from ‘private naval warfare’ more than outweighing the costs
of  providing ships for the King and the French and Spanish raids. It seems clear that Fowey
did not suffer economically in the way that ports on the east coast, such as Great Yarmouth,
seem to have suffered.

C. Dyer, ‘The Midland economy and society, 1314–1348: insights from changes in the land-
scape’, Midland History, 42, pp. 36–57.

The economic and demographic fortunes of  England in the period between the Great
Famine of  1315–1317 and the Black Death are uncertain. Some argue for a gradual decline
in the economy, whereas others believe that the period was one of  recovery from the
Famine. There is a related question about the extent to which demesne farming declined
during the fourteenth century. In this detailed study of  the lands owned by Worcester
Cathedral Priory, Dyer provides evidence relating to both these issues. At least until 1340
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the Priory was keen to establish new tenancies, and there was a demand from existing
tenants to take on new land, possibly in order for their offspring to inherit. Many of  the
new holdings were small and would have been insufficient to provide subsistence for a
family, but those taking them on may have been working part time in the non-agricultural
sector. After 1340 the creation of  new tenancies stopped. Dyer argues that the Priory seems
to have changed policy from one of  expansion to one of  ‘managing and minimising
decline’ (p. 56). 

C. Fletcher, ‘News, noise and the nature of  politics in late medieval English provincial
towns’, Journal of  British Studies, 56, pp. 250–72.

E. Hartrich, ‘Charters and inter–urban networks: England, 1439–1449’, English Historical
Review, 132, pp. 219–49.

C. Hawes, ‘The urban community in fifteenth-century Scotland: language, law and political
practice’, Urban History, 44, pp. 365–80.

Three articles on the politics of  late medieval towns were published in 2017. Fletcher’s
study provides an insight into the practice of  local politics in smaller English towns in the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. Using examples from Leicester, Coventry and
Nottingham, the article shows how ordinary townsfolk learned about issues of  the day, and
how they mobilised in a communal way to protest about the actions of  individuals or insti-
tutions. Hartrich examines Royal charters granted to towns in the mid fifteenth century,
arguing that they give insight not just into the relationship between individual towns and
the Crown but into the relationships among leading citizens of  England’s towns at that
time. She proposes the idea that towns were located within networks, and that political
developments could both be influenced by, and respond to, the actions of  these networks.
Hawes’s article looks at the nature of  the Scottish urban ‘community’, which could be
defined as a group of  people, a legal entity, or a place located in geographical space.
Different definitions could be used at different times by local government officers in order
to achieve a range of  political ends. 

These studies nicely complement the work which has been done on the economic
fortunes of  late Medieval English towns, of  which the paper by Jervis reviewed below is an
example.

M. Forrest, ‘Patterns of  economic change in the south-west during the fifteenth century:
evidence from the reductions to the fifteenths and tenths’, Economic History Review, 70, pp.
423–51.

Fifteenths and tenths were taxes on moveable goods. The last national assessment was
made in 1332 and for the next hundred years or more the same basis was used to levy the
tax. Problems arose with this in the fifteenth century as ‘the dramatic fall in population, and
consequent shifts in the balance of  the economy, meant that the traditional payments of
the fifteenth and tenth had become far removed from economic reality’ (p. 425). Put simply,
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the tax was on wealth, which was a reflection of  past income, but had to be paid out of
current income. If  incomes declined, then it became harder to find the cash to pay the tax.
Parliament therefore approved a relief  fund, which was to be distributed to counties
proportionately to their usual contributions and allocated within the counties as each
county saw fit. It should, therefore, be possible to use the within-county allocation of  this
relief  to examine the geographical pattern of  economic decline. This is what Forrest
attempts in this paper for the counties of  Hampshire, Wiltshire, Somerset, Dorset, Devon
and Cornwall. He produces maps of  the distribution of  rebates in the 1430s and the
1480s–1490s and relates these to other evidence of  local economic change. The result is a
rich picture of  the economic geography of  south-west England in the fifteenth century.

J. Haslam, ‘The territorial and strategic context of  Stamford, Lincolnshire, in the early tenth
century’, Journal of  Historical Geography, 58, pp. 23–38.

The origins of  many local government regions and contemporary administrative units lie
in the organisation of  early medieval society. One only has to think of  the way parish
boundaries were originally determined by the resource needs of  Anglo-Saxon settlements.
In this paper, Haslam examines the way in which the West Saxons imposed their own
administrative apparatus on the town of  Stamford, which lay at a strategic crossing point
of  the river Welland. In 918, having overrun a previous Danish settlement they constructed
two fortified population centres, or burhs on either side of  the river. These were eventually
endowed with hinterlands to provide people and resources through which obligations to
the king could be met. The hinterlands, in turn, became the local government areas that we
know of  as hundreds and wapentakes.

B. Jervis, ‘Assessing urban fortunes in six late-medieval ports: an archaeological application
of  assemblage theory’, Urban History, 44, pp. 2–26.

There has been, and continues to be, a debate about the fortunes of  English towns in the
late medieval period. This contribution is a study of  the six English Channel ports of  Rye,
Winchelsea, Hastings, Pevensey, Seaford and Shoreham. The method Jarvis chooses is to
assemble a range of  archaeological evidence about the abandonment of  buildings, the
construction of  new buildings, additions to or new build of  civic buildings and churches
and the material culture. The results indicate contrasting fortunes for the six ports: Seaford
and Pevensey declined, whereas in Rye and Hastings there is evidence of  fifteenth century
prosperity. In the second part of  the paper, Jervis tries to explain these trends using a model
of  urban places as ‘assemblages’ of  different social relationships. Some of  these social rela-
tionships are more resilient than others to change; some are more adaptable than others,
and ‘[t]he key to understanding why towns experienced different fortunes is understanding
how social relationships were structured and which elements of  urban life were able to
persist’ (p. 26). In the end, Jervis doubts whether posing the question as to whether towns
declined (or whether a particular town declined) is useful. More interesting is to ask how
towns changed.
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S. Mileson, ‘Openness and closure in the later medieval village’, Past and Present, 234, pp.
3–37.

This paper examines the relationship between the layout and geography of  late medieval
English villages and likely social and economic interactions among their inhabitants. For
example, it was common for tenants of  the middling sort to have houses along the main
street, centrally located, allowing them to interact closely as a sub-community within the
village. Richer freemen tended to have houses in detached plots on the outskirts of  villages,
and poorer cottagers were clustered together in other areas. Mileson argues that the physi-
cal location of  the residences of  different sorts of  people both reflected and created social
and economic networks. He illustrates this with a detailed study of  the settlements in
Ewelme Hundred in south Oxfordshire. Of  course, the small-scale geography of  individ-
ual villages was influenced by the local physical and economic geography: villages in the
Chilterns revealed different (more dispersed) patterns than villages in the valley. There was
less public space in the Chiltern settlements and more private space. But the layout of
settlements could influence social relations within them whatever the constraints of  the
physical landscape. (Note that the terms ‘openness’ and ‘closure’ in the title of  the article
refer to the extent to which space within settlements was available for communal or public
use. It is a different use of  these terms from that which will be familiar to many readers of
Local Population Studies who have studied the difference between ‘open’ and ‘close’ villages
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.)

J. Myrdal and A. Sapoznik, ‘Technology, labour, and productivity potential in peasant agri-
culture: England, c. 1000–1348’, Agricultural History Review, 65, pp. 194–212. 

It is well known that the population of  England increased rapidly in the two centuries after
Domesday Book, so that by around 1300 the number of  inhabitants was perhaps three
times its 1086 level. It is also clear from manorial records and from sources like the
Hundred Rolls that, by the end of  the thirteenth century, many peasants farmed very small
holdings, often of  fewer than ten acres, from which it would be difficult to provide suffi-
cient food to sustain a family throughout the year. Historians have wondered how such
peasant households managed: some have argued that they must have combined wage
labour, or other non-agricultural activity, with subsistence farming. In their paper, Myrdal
and Saponzik argue that previous historians’ estimates of  how much could be produced
from a small holding, intensively farmed, may have been too low. By applying large amounts
of  labour, combined with the growing of  a variety of  crops and the application of  simple,
but effective technologies, more could have been squeezed out of  peasants’ holdings than
previously thought: indeed, the yields obtained by peasants on their own land may have
been as great as those produced by demesne farming. The question of  how great a popu-
lation the land could support is a crucial one for our understanding of  medieval demogra-
phy, since—if  the thesis first proposed by M.M. Postan is correct—it was the factor which
determined the size of  the population at its medieval peak. 
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I.G. Simmons, ‘The emergence of  the south Lindsey coast of  the Wash before Domesday’,
Midland History, 42, pp. 139–58.

The coast of  Lincolnshire south of  Skegness is now more or less regular in outline.
However, this was not always the case. In this paper Simmons says that before Domesday
Book, the coast was far more indented than it is today, with large bays and inlets. It was also
more difficult than it is today to discern where the coast actually was. He then takes the
reader through the evolution of  the coastline in the centuries before Domesday, showing
how a combination of  natural forces (sea level change) and human intervention trans-
formed the coast into something more definite, and eventually into that which is observed
today.

Early modern

S. D. Behrendt and R. A. Hurley, ‘Liverpool as a trading port: sailors’ residences, African
migrants, occupational change and probated wealth’, International Journal of  Maritime History,
29, pp. 875–910.

Behrednt and Hurley publish initial results from their ‘Liverpool as a Trading Port’ project,
an online database that combines records from parish registers, maritime sources, wills,
local newspapers and trade directories [access at: https://www.liverpoolmaritime.org]. A
quarter of  sailors lived in just 23 of  the 646 streets and quays in the city. The authors have
found between 594 and 639 ‘black’ children (mainly males) baptised between 1717 and
1840. Where place or region of  birth was noted, 44 per cent came from Africa and 34 per
cent from the West Indies. The majority worked locally as slaves, before becoming free after
1785 (following Lord Mansfield’s ruling on slavery in England). They provide interesting
information on the ownership of  slaves by ships’ captains and merchants. Their data
include occupations and show a decline in the number of  mariners in the nineteenth
century. The authors argue for combining parish registers with trade directories for a more
accurate view of  occupational structure. Probate records from across Lancashire show
Liverpudlians in the city centre as less wealthy than those in the suburban parishes, an effect
of  the number of  mariners who died at sea. However, the city as a whole was richer than
Manchester, and there is little evidence of  family connections between commerce and
manufacturing in the region. 

A. Burn, ‘Seasonal work and welfare in an early industrial town: Newcastle Upon Tyne,
1600–1700’, Continuity and Change, 32, pp. 157–82.

Burn contributes to the debate on real wages and welfare in England by looking at early
industrial workers in Newcastle. Not unsurprisingly, the article concentrates at those work-
ing in the coal trade. The number of  keelmen, who loaded coal onto ships, grew during the
seventeenth century as the coal trade expanded. By the second quarter of  the century, Burn
argues, living standards had improved: wages and working hours had grown as prices fell
and the opportunity for perks increased. Evidence from burials suggests that the number
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of  itinerant workers declined, as keelmen and their families settled permanently in
Newcastle. However, work remained insecure as the coal trade continued to follow a clear
seasonal pattern. There was much less work in the winter months, and borrowing money
from employers against future wages was common. 

F. Cinnirella, M. Klemp and J. Weisdorf, ‘Malthus in the bedroom: birth spacing as birth
control in pre-transition England’, Demography, 54, pp. 413–36.

It is more than 50 years since E.A. Wrigley published his paper on Colyton in which he
claimed to have discovered the existence of  birth control in pre-industrial England (‘Family
limitation in pre-industrial England’, Economic History Review, 19 (1966), pp. 82–109). Since
then, many historical demographers have looked for further evidence of  birth control and
largely failed to find it. More data were gathered in the form of  26 family reconstitution
studies and these data were interrogated, but still the evidence of  birth control being prac-
tised was elusive. In this paper, Cinnirella, Klemp and Weisdorf  look again at the family
reconstitution data and conclude that there was, indeed, birth control in pre-industrial
England. The reason that previous demographers had failed to find it was that they were
blinded by a flawed model of  parity-dependent fertility control which led them to seek
evidence from ‘stopping’ behaviour and to ignore evidence based on birth spacing.
Cinnirella and his colleagues examine birth spacing specifically, and show that when times
were hard, English couples responded by delaying the birth of  children. This response was
more pronounced among poorer couples, and among couples who already had more chil-
dren, strengthening the inference that it was economically driven. It is worth noting that
when Cinnirella and his colleagues looked for evidence of  ‘stopping’ behaviour responding
to economic circumstances they failed to find any.

J. L. Cruickshank, ‘Courts leet, constables and the township structure in the West Riding,
1540–1842’, Northern History, 54, pp. 59–78.

C. Watson, ‘ “To beare the towne harmles”: manorial regulation of  mobility and settlement
in early modern Lancashire’, Rural History, 28, pp. 119–35.

Two articles continue the re-examination of  the manor courts and their role in local gover-
nance, started by Waddell’s 2012 article (‘Governing England through the Manor Courts,
1550–1850’, Historical Journal, 55, pp. 279–315). Cruickshank examines the changing adminis-
tration of  the townships of  Bramley, Armley and Wortley in Yorkshire. ‘Townships’ were
areas that had constabulary, and they did not always overlap with the boundaries of  the parish.
The right to appoint constables lay in proprietorial courts leet, and Cruickshank describes the
complicated local history of  these courts. Apprehending criminals was not a major part of
constables’ roles. Instead they spent more time attending quarter sessions, paying disburse-
ments (such as to those travelling on to a place of  settlement), collecting taxes and some mili-
tary duties. Constables and courts leet remained active through the eighteenth century.
Watson examines the response of  the manorial courts in Lancashire to the increased mobil-
ity of  the poor between 1581 and 1660. In this period, manors had regulatory powers over

71



William Farrell and Andrew Hinde

illegal cottagers and ‘inmates’ (lodgers and subtenants). The presence of  both groups was
believed to increase the number of  paupers in a parish. The number of  presentments for
keeping inmates peaked in periods of  bad harvests and high food prices: ‘a barometer of
pressures on the community’ (p. 124). Increased court activity over mobility pre-dated
national legislation. 

J. F. Field, ‘Clandestine weddings at the Fleet Prison, c. 1710–1750: who married there?’,
Continuity and Change, 32, pp. 349–77.

The Fleet Prison in London will be known to many readers as the major site of  ‘clandestine’
marriages in seventeenth and eighteenth century England. Under the rules of  Fleet Prison,
marriages could be performed away from the home parishes of  the couples, and without
purchasing a marriage license. Field examines who was married at the Fleet, their social and
geographical background, and the significance of  Fleet in marriage patterns for England as a
whole. Two sample periods are used to analyse marriages records in the prison’s registers:
1710–1712 and 1750–1752. Just under half  the marriages involved a widow or widower, indi-
cating that the Fleet was popular with those who were remarrying. Nine out of  every ten
persons marrying came from London and the South East; and 70 per cent came from less than
five miles away. By calculating a crude marriage rate for the Fleet, Field suggests that between
a quarter and a third of  Londoners may have been married there. The London parishes with
the highest crude marriage rates were in East London. The secondary sector accounted for 40
and 50 per cent of  grooms in the two samples. The tertiary sector was over-represented
compared to England’s occupational structure: over half  of  grooms in 1710–1712 and a third
in 1750–1752. This was due to the number of  soldiers and sailors. Sundays were the most
popular day to be married at the Fleet, a noticeable contrast with Boulton’s study of  marriage
under license. Taken together, these finding suggest that the Fleet was not a last resort for the
poor, as some contemporaries alleged. Clandestine marriage was popular because it was cheap
and convenient, when compared with a conventional parish wedding. 

M. Hanly, ‘A rediscovered people: the poor, the very poor and the destitute in the
Northwest’, Family and Community History, 20, pp. 193–205.

This article uses information from poor law accounts and vestry minutes in a range of
Lancashire communities to discuss the treatment of  the poor by the poor law authorities in
the last century of  the Old Poor Law. Hanly argues that, in Lancashire, the poor law was
seen very much as a last resort, and support from the poor law was sought and granted only
at a late stage of  the descent into poverty, after other possibilities had proved inadequate.
Unlike their opposite numbers in the south, the Overseers of  the Poor in Lancashire did
not have in place systems and conventions for dealing with specific categories of  pauper,
including recommended allowances. Instead they treated each case on its merits, which in
practice meant that relief  was less generous than was typical in the south. This argument is
supported using data from inventories of  deceased paupers in Essex and Lancashire:
Lancashire paupers typically had far fewer possessions than Essex paupers. 
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S. Lettmaier, ‘Marriage law and the reformation’, Law and History Review, 35, pp. 461–510.

What was the impact of  the Reformation on marriage law in Europe? And did it influence
the secularisation of  marriage (here meaning the removal of  the law from the influence of
religion)? These are the classic questions that Lettmaier examines through a comparative
analysis of  marriage in two Protestant regions: Germany and England. In the short-term,
Lettmaier argues, the Reformation changed little either institutionally or substantively.
Church officials remained involved in marriage ceremonies in both countries, and theolog-
ical teaching on marriage continued to guide marriage law. The Reformation’s real effects
were long-term and intellectual. The desire to avoid the conflict triggered by the
Reformation, led to a search for a ‘pan-European nonconfessional basis of  social harmony
and political order grounded in reason and empirical proof ’ (p. 509). This included
marriage. By the late seventeenth century Locke, von Pufendorf  and Thomasius had all put
forward natural-law accounts of  marriage, without reference to the Bible or the teachings
of  the Church. This influenced eighteenth and nineteenth century jurists as they developed
a secular marriage law. 

B. Marsh, ‘“Lodging the Irish”: an examination of  parochial charity dispensed in
Nottinghamshire to refugees from Ireland, 1641–1651’, Midland History, 42, pp. 194–216.

In a prize-winning article, Marsh considers the fate of  Protestant refugees who fled Ireland
in the wake of  the 1641 Rebellion. Local relief  efforts in Upton, Nottinghamshire provide
the case study, and the constables’ accounts are the main source. Marsh estimates that
between 442 and 624 refugees received relief  in Upton. There was a ‘surge’ in 1642 and
another smaller wave between 1647 and 1649. Names of  refugees are not recorded in the
accounts, so surname analysis cannot be used. The accounts do distinguish between ‘Irish’
and ‘English’ refugees, suggesting a mix of  those who had long roots in Ireland, and those
who had only been there for a generation or so. Refugees were travelling onto a variety of
destinations within England, with the majority going to London. Although most would
have lacked a place of  settlement, they were not described as beggars and received poor
relief. The strain of  the Civil War, when Upton was paying significant sums in relief  to
wandering and maimed soldiers, led to changes in the way refuges were supported. From
1645, constables turned to paying local ‘landlords’ to house refugees, with the aim of  keep-
ing expenditure within the parish. 

C. Mills and W. P. Adderley, ‘Occupational exposure to heavy metals poisoning: Scottish
lead mining’, Social History of  Medicine, 30, pp. 520–43.

Mills and Adderleye examine why incidences of  lead poisoning (plumbism) were compar-
atively low among the workers in the Tyndrum lead mine in the late eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries. At first glance, this can be explained by levels of  production: mines with
lower rates of  production (like Tyndrum) had lower rates of  plumbism, and vice versa.
However, the authors caution that the condition and its causes were not perfectly under-
stood in this period, and incidence of  plumbism may have been under-reported. The levels
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of  lead in the local soil remain much higher than background readings, and the techniques
of  smelting used were relatively old-fashioned and ‘dirty’. There was a real risk to health in
mining and smelting lead, hence low levels of  plumbism may suggest that miners benefited
from forms of  protection, leading to the seasonal patterns of  work. Poor weather meant
that work was often interrupted or halted altogether. Therefore, men were not constantly
exposed to lead. They also continued to farm alongside their industrial work for a second
income: market gardening and raising pigs were common. Evidence suggests that they had
a diet rich in Vitamins C, D and E, which protect against the metabolisation of  lead by the
body. The study shows how environmental history can be combined with documentary
sources to understand regional patterns of  occupational health. 

R. Schalk, P. Wallis, C. Crowston, and C. Lemercier, ‘Failure or flexibility?: Apprenticeship
training in premodern Europe’, Journal of  Interdisciplinary History, 48, pp. 131–58.

N. B. Zeev, J. Mokyr, and K. van der Beek, ‘Flexible supply of  apprenticeship in the British
Industrial Revolution’, Journal of  Economic History, 77, pp. 208–50.

Economic historians continue to be interested in the system of  apprenticeship. Two arti-
cles this year examined whether apprenticeship was a ‘flexible’ system or a rigid one. Zeev
et al. confine themselves to Britain during the Industrial Revolution. Using the registers of
Stamp Tax on apprentices, they ask whether apprenticeship was able to supply the skilled
labour that an industrialising economy needed. Using a model of  supply and demand, they
find that that the premiums paid by the families of  apprentices to masters returned to equi-
librium over the long run, implying that it was an efficient market. Readers may be inter-
ested in their finding that the two periods when the numbers of  apprentices fell (1726–1740
and 1745–1751) correspond to the periods of  increased death rate identified by Wrigley and
Schofield. Apprenticeship in Britain was more flexible than other European countries,
giving it an important advantage in human capital formation. The British economy had
more workers with technical skills to ‘scale up’ inventions and innovations. 

Zeev et al.’s article is not comparative across countries. For that, we must look to the arti-
cle by Schalk et al., who look at apprentices in four cities: Lyon, Amsterdam, Leiden, and
Shrewsbury. Each city is chosen to reflect differing size, economic prosperity, and strength
of  local guilds. They find that the apprenticeship system was also flexible outside of
England, even in industries with famous guilds, such as the silk industry in Lyon. Exit rates
for apprentices ranged from 17 per cent in Lyon to 46 per cent in Shrewsbury. These rates
were higher for outsiders (those without family connections to a city or industry) than for
insiders. Family ties (rather than geography) were particularly important in England and the
Netherlands in determining who stayed on in a trade. Most exits in Lyon occurred within
the first years of  the contract; in Shrewsbury there was a considerable drop in the second
half  of  the contract. The majority of  journeymen did not become masters in the town and
trade they trained in. The question of  whether apprenticeship was an efficient institution
for supplying skilled labour across Europe is not addressed and awaits further study. 
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K.D.M. Snell, ‘The rise of  living alone and loneliness in history’, Social History, 42, pp. 2–28.

This paper ranges widely, both historically and geographically. It is concerned with the long-
term rise in the proportion of  people living alone across many countries. However, in
pursuing this aim it presents and summarises data on solitary living from listings of  inhab-
itants in pre-industrial England and from the nineteenth century census enumerators’
books. Lone person households are mapped for 1851 and 1881 using the Integrated Census
Microdata to show that living alone was substantially more common in the Highlands of
Scotland than in most of  England and Wales, but that there were concentrations of  lone-
person households in other areas too, such as in north Somerset in 1851. The main conclu-
sion of  the paper is that the dramatic rise in living alone is very much a late twentieth
century phenomenon, with solitary living being rare in the nineteenth century. 

S. Szreter, ‘Treatment rates for the pox in early modern England: a comparative estimate of
the prevalence of  syphilis in the city of  Chester and its rural vicinity in the 1770s’, Continuity
and Change, 32, pp. 183–223.

This article describes the complex methods required to obtain robust estimates of  the
proportion of  the male and female population who had ever been treated for syphilis in
Chester in the 1770s. The exercise is only possible because of  the survival of  records on all
patients in Chester Infirmary in 1773–1775, and a contemporaneous private census of  the
city’s population in 1774. The analysis involves the reconstruction of  the city’s population
using model life tables and stable populations, including an ingenious way of  correcting for
likely migration patterns among young adults. Szreter’s results show that about 8 per cent
of  the residents of  the city had sought treatment for the disease before the age of  35 years.
In the rural areas around the city, the corresponding figure was about 1 per cent. 

N. Tadmor, ‘The settlement of  the poor and the rise of  the form in England, c. 1662–1780’,
Past and Present, 236, pp. 43–97.

The rise of  printed settlement certificates is the focus of  Tadmor’s article in Past and Present.
Following the Poor Relief  Act of  1662, poorer internal migrants needed signed and
witnessed certificates of  settlement from their new parish to claim poor relief. The use of
printed certificates increased during the eighteenth century. These certificates were designed,
printed and distributed by commercial printers and stationers, rather than the central or
local state. Tadmor argues that the spread of  these important documents shows the inter-
play between the law and the market in developing the state’s governance of  the poor
before industrialisation. 

L. Veale, J.P. Bowen, and G.H. Endfield, ‘ “Instead of  fetching flowers, the youths brought
in flakes of  snow”: exploring extreme weather history through English Parish Registers’,
Archives and Records, 38, pp. 119–42.

Parish registers have been extensively mined by historical demographers over many years.
This article in Archive and Records argues for their use as sources for studying extreme
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weather. Although not required to, clergy often recorded information on significant events
in parish registers, including the weather. This practice was at its height in the eighteenth
century, under the influence of  antiquarianism and natural history. The authors identify five
types of  ‘weather narrative’ in the registers they have examined: ‘harvests and food prices;
death, disease and accident; damage to the built environment of  the church and immediate
vicinity …; particularly notable extremes; and personal curiosity with weather’ (p. 128). The
discussion of  the first two categories will be of  most interest to readers. A list of  the regis-
ters identified as containing weather information is provided. 

A. Wareham, ‘The unpopularity of  the Hearth Tax and the social geography of  London in
1666’, Economic History Review, 70, pp. 452–82. 

Hearth taxes have been important source for studying wealth and urban geography in pre-
modern cities. Wareham reconsiders the 1666 Hearth Tax in London by comparing the
unpublished collectors’ accounts with the official return. He finds that existing statistics
and mapping derived from the 1666 returns need to be revised. There is clear evidence of
under-reporting for some parishes, which makes them appear poorer than they really were.
Collectors were also inconsistent is their use of  new standardised documents. In his revised
data set, the City of  London and the West End were wealthy, and the East End was poorer.
In contrast to M.J. Power, Wareham argues that the social geography of  London matches
Sjoberg’s model of  a pre-modern city with a rich centre and a poor periphery (G. Sjoberg,
The Pre-Industrial City: Past and Present (New York, 1960)). The Hearth Tax was unpopular
with Londoners, and although no pattern of  systematic corruption is found, there were
opportunities to underpay or evade the tax altogether. 

Nineteenth century

P. Atkinson, B. Francis, I. Gregory and C. Porter, ‘Patterns of  infant mortality decline in
rural England and Wales, 1850–1910’, Economic History Review, 70, pp. 1,268–90.

P. Atkinson and I. Gregory, ‘Child welfare in Victorian newspapers: corpus-based discourse
analysis’, Journal of  Interdisciplinary History, 48, pp. 159–86.

Studies of  infant mortality decline in Victorian England and Wales have tended to focus on
urban areas, as it was in towns and cities (for the most part) that infant mortality rates were
highest and where the greatest improvements were potentially to be made. In the first of
these papers, Atkinson and his colleagues redress the balance, by focusing on rural areas.
They take advantage of  new data sources, specifically the Great Britain Historical
Geographical Information System, to map infant mortality change in 363 rural registration
districts over the six decades from 1850 to 1910, and to divide the registration districts into
clusters which had similar trajectories. Finally, they examine the factors associated with
changes in infant mortality rates. The results show that infant mortality fell fastest in east-
ern areas (where the ‘Fenland penalty’ diminished); it fell moderately in a central belt; and
it fell substantially less in the northern and western periphery. The most important factors
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associated with the decline were maternal health, as measured by mortality from tuberculo-
sis, and female literacy. Fertility and population density—factors which have been consid-
ered important in previous work—were only weakly associated with the evolution of  infant
mortality in these rural areas. The authors suggest that the impact of  population density
only began to be felt at densities higher than those in the registration districts forming part
of  this study. In their conclusion, the authors call for more research on local areas within
the countryside: ‘[l]ocal studies … have the most to tell us about the varying social and
political conditions that shaped women’s status and, with it, fertility and infant mortality’ (p.
1,288).

In the second paper, Atkinson and Gregory examine infant mortality from quite a differ-
ent perspective, by using modern computer methods to look at the ways in which infant
health and child welfare were discussed in nineteenth century newspapers. Taking four
newspapers: the Hampshire Telegraph, the Ipswich Journal, the Northern Echo and the Western
Mail, they invoke a series of  searches for key words and expressions related to infant health
to discover the kinds of  observations that were being made. Infant mortality and ill-health
were widely considered to be social evils which were to be fought. Bringing up children was
considered difficult, especially for the poor, who often lacked the requisite knowledge. A
few parents (mainly mothers) were wicked and actively tried to harm their infants: these
were to be condemned. The vast majority of  mothers who were trying to do their best
would, unfortunately, not receive help from the authorities. Mothers who went out to work
were at risk of  compromising the well-being of  their children.

G. Barnes and T.W. Guinnane, ‘Rejoinder to Szreter’, Economic History Review, 70, pp.
1,004–9.

S. Szreter, ‘Rebuttal to Barnes and Guinnane’, Economic History Review, 70, pp. 1,010–3.

These two short articles form the latest round of  a debate which has been rumbling for
some years in the pages of  the Economic History Review about the validity of  Szreter’s
dismissal of  the ‘professional model’ of  fertility decline in England and Wales. Put simply,
Szreter argues that social class, as measured by the Registrar General’s five-class scheme,
provides little or no insight into fertility differentials in late nineteenth and early twentieth
century; Barnes and Guinnane argue that it does. The debate has meandered into arcane
arguments over the weights involved in the statistical analysis. Much more important, to this
reviewer [AH] is the fact that the Registrar General’s scheme treated three large groups
(coal miners, textile workers and agricultural workers) separately, and these were groups
whose fertility behaviour was distinctive. If  these three groups are ignored—or even if  they
are shoe-horned into the Registrar General’s five classes—then a great deal of  information
vital to an understanding of  the fertility transition is lost. In addition, the Registrar
General’s classification scheme was based on male occupations, but we know that for one
important group (textile workers) it is the fact that married women were working that was
associated with unusually low fertility. 
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C. Breathnach and B. Gurrin, ‘A tale of  two cities – infant mortality and cause of  infant
death, Dublin, 1864–1910’, Urban History, 44, pp. 647–77.

C. Breathnach, ‘Infant life protection and medico-legal literacy in early twentieth-century
Dublin’, Women’s History Review, 26, pp. 781–98.

The difficulties of  analysing infant mortality by cause of  death in the nineteenth century are
well known. Many infant deaths (often the majority) are ascribed to unknown causes or vague
diagnoses such as ‘convulsions’. This problem is encountered by Breathnach and Gurrin in
their study of  causes of  death among infants in Dublin. Although they provide as careful an
analysis as is possible, the limitations of  the data mean than they can say rather little about the
geography or temporal evolution of  deaths from specific causes. On the other hand, they can
say rather more about the history and geography of  infant mortality as a whole. Dublin was
‘two cities’ in more than one way: infant mortality was substantially higher in the inner areas
than in the outer suburbs. At the turn of  the twentieth century, the infant mortality rate in
inner Dublin was higher than that of  London, Manchester, Liverpool, Glasgow and
Edinburgh. However it was also higher south of  the river than it was to the north. These
differentials were maintained over time, even as infant mortality rose (for example in the bad
years of  1879–1880, or in the 1890s) and fell. Of  course, infant mortality was much higher in
Dublin than in Ireland as a whole: rates of  200–240 per thousand were observed in some
inner areas of  the city, compares with rates close to 100 per thousand nationally.

Breathnach’s other paper is an examination of  the response of  the health authorities to the
elevated infant mortality rates in Dublin. Political concerns about the health of  nations
coupled with the work of  child protection campaigners gave rise to a sense of  panic across
the Anglophone world and caused an increase in the surveillance of  the body of  the child.
While a combination of  poor sanitation and inadequate feeding could account for the major-
ity of  deaths, single motherhood and the fringes of  childcare were treated as flashpoints by
local authorities, police and philanthropists, as well as religious, medical and legal personnel.
Sensationalised newspaper reports played a crucial part in raising public awareness about the
infant mortality ‘crisis’, and it is for such reasons that this article focuses on the extraordinary
case of  Mrs Sarah T., who was accused of  what was colloquially known as ‘baby-farming’ in
Dublin in 1905. The case is used as a prism to examine how the infant life protection
campaign contributed to the shaping of  ‘medico-legal literacy’ in Ireland. The article focuses
on post neonatal infants, aged over one month, to question the degree to which lower socio-
economic circumstances precipitated excess mortality and whether Church/State encroach-
ment on family life and parental rights exposed already vulnerable infants to more pernicious
risks associated with micro-epidemics, particularly in relation to tuberculosis.

S. Caunce, ‘ “Dancing and drinking were the order of  the day”: the hiring fairs of  Chester,
Nantwich and Whitchurch in the late-nineteenth century’, Local Historian, 47, pp. 111–26.

The demise of  the institution of  service in southern and eastern England in the early nine-
teenth century saw the virtual eclipse of  hiring fairs in vast swathes of  the countryside.
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However, as Caunce reminds us, the situation was very different in the north. In Yorkshire
and the northern counties, hiring fairs continued to be key features of  the rural economic
cycle until the mid-twentieth century. But what of  the ‘in-between’ regions of  midland
England? Cheshire provides an interesting case study. In this paper, Caunce shows that
hiring fairs persisted until the end of  the nineteenth century in Chester, Nantwich and
Whitchurch. Although various moral policemen and policewomen bemoaned the perceived
debauchery and drunkenness which accompanied the fairs and longed to close them down,
Caunce argues that such moralisers tended to exaggerate the extent of  the turpitude
involved, and that as long as the fairs were economically and socially useful to rural employ-
ers and their potential employees, they were well attended and popular.

M. Cragoe, ‘The parish elite at play? Cricket, community and the “middling sort” in eigh-
teenth-century Kent’, History, 102, pp. 45–67.

D. Stone, ‘Suburbanization and cultural change: the case of  club cricket in Surrey,
1870–1939’, Urban History, 44, pp. 44–68.

These two articles examine social structure and social change through the prism of  the
game of  cricket. Cragoe’s contribution is about the people who played cricket for the village
of  Wingham in Kent in the 1770s. He shows that the cricket team was drawn almost
entirely from the ‘middling sort’ of  tradesmen and craftsmen and yeoman farmers—the
kind of  people who, in later life, would be overseers of  the poor and church wardens.
Cricket was supported financially by the gentry and landowners through various forms of
patronage, but they tended not to participate directly.

Stone deals with a period starting almost 100 years later. By that time, cricket had
become widespread in southern England, with many local clubs participating in leagues and
other competitions. In Surrey, cricket was by then played by men from across the social
spectrum, in villages which were sufficiently isolated that they could ‘ignore most middle-
class challenges to traditional social and cultural relationships’ (p. 67). However in the early
twentieth century a reorganisation of  county administration presaged increasing metropol-
itan influence, and with this came a new culture of  cricketing amateurishness which empha-
sised the social nature of  the sport, the distinction between gentlemen (amateurs) and
players (professionals), and eschewed competition of  any kind. Stone argues that this
change to the organisation of  cricket within the county can be used as a proxy for subur-
banisation and the gradual drawing of  the county into the metropolitan orbit. Cricket in the
county divided into a group of  middle-class amateur clubs who coveted connections with
the elite cricket clubs of  London, and a group of  clubs for working men, which continued
to play competitive cricket in leagues. The fracture within the game of  cricket thereby
became a reflection of  a wider social cleavage within the county. 

A. Croll, ‘ “Reconciled gradually to the system of  indoor relief ”: the Poor Law in Wales
during the “crusade against out-relief ”, c. 1870 – c. 1890’, Family and Community History, 20,
pp. 121–44.
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This paper would not have been out of  place in the special issue of  Local Population Studies
(LPS) on the New Poor Law (LPS 99 (2017)). Indeed, it contributes to filling perhaps the
greatest regional ‘gap’ in our knowledge of  the operation of  the New Poor Law: how it was
implemented in Wales. Croll argues that, although in Wales outdoor relief  had long been
more prevalent than it was in England, and boards of  guardians were very reluctant to build
workhouses, the ‘crusade against outdoor relief ’ actually had a similar impact as it did in
England. Rates of  outdoor pauperism moved pretty much in parallel in the two countries
between 1861 and 1891, though they were around 50 per cent higher in Wales than in
England. Much of  the impact of  the ‘crusade’ in Wales was due to the enthusiastic and tire-
less efforts of  the inspector who led it, Andrew Doyle. Doyle and his team of  assistants
spent many days in meetings with boards of  guardians up and down the country explain-
ing the evils attendant upon outdoor relief. They bombarded local poor law officials with
statistics (sometimes used tendentiously), and in the end succeeded in convincing most
boards of  guardians that outdoor relief  should�at least�be gradually wound down. In this
they were supported by many local newspapers. Croll concludes that Wales was different
from England, but this does not mean that the ‘crusade against outdoor relief ’ had no
effect there.

L.E.E. Donaldson, ‘ “A street of  butchers”: an economic and social profile of  Hercules
Street and Hercules Place, Belfast 1860–90’, Irish Economic and Social History, 44, pp. 102–21.

This is an example of  a very local population study: one which focuses on two city
streets. Hercules Place and Hercules Street were old streets in Belfast which were centres
of  the butchery trade. This paper describes the structure of  the economy of  the two
streets, noting that most butchers in the city were Catholics and that the area of
Hercules Place and Hercules Street bordered a strongly Catholic quarter of  the city. It
seems that most of  the businesses on the two streets served the many people who were
packed into the local area. Then, in the early 1880s, the city council decided to demol-
ish Hercules Place and Hercules Street to make way for a new road linking the city’s two
railway stations. They also considered that the housing stock in the area was old-fash-
ioned, and saw the plan as an opportunity to do away with a residential area that did not
meet the standards to which the city aspired. Donaldson’s paper examines where the
residents and businesses that were displaced went. Some, it is clear, disappeared for
good, but those that did not tended to reappear in places not very far from their old
locations.

J.A. Hargreaves, ‘Religious minorities in Calderdale: Christian Chartists, Labour Churches,
Christian Scientisis, Mazdaznians, Serbian Orthodox, Latvian Lutheran, Ukrainian
Catholics, Polish Catholics, Jews and Bahai, 1838–2016’, Transactions of  the Halifax
Antiquarian Society, 25, pp. 89–109.

This is the latest in Hargreaves’s series of  articles on religious minorities in Calderdale,
published in the pages of  the Transactions of  the Halifax Antiquarian Society. The minorities
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discussed here are diverse in both their numbers and the time span during which they were
active. For example, the Christian Chartists were active in the 1830s and 1840s, whereas the
Serbian Orthodox community in Calderdale was founded in 1947 by Serbs who did not
wish to return home to their former Yugoslavia after the end of  the second World War.
Hargreaves’s articles provide a comprehensive description of  the many religious minorities
that have lived and worshipped in this region of  northern England.

J.A. Jennings, L. Quaranta and T. Bengtsson, ‘Inequality and demographic response to
short-term economic stress in North Orkney, Scotland, 1855–1910: sector differences’,
Population Studies, 71, pp. 313–28.

This paper uses linked data from vital records of  births, marriages and deaths in the north-
ern islands of  Orkney to examine the short term response of  mortality and fertility to
economic stress, measured by grain prices. North Orkney was a marginal environment
subject to some volatility in food prices (though fluctuations before 1910 were small
compared with the spike in prices during World War 1). The authors divide the Orkney
families into those working in agriculture and those engaged in non-agricultural activities.
They show that mortality responses among the non-agricultural sector were greater than
among the agricultural sector. This suggests that those engaged in agriculture could to
some extent cushion themselves and their families against the short-term impact of  high
grain prices. It is also consistent with the non-agricultural sector having a low standard of
living in normal years.

T. Mackay, ‘Women and work: innkeeping in the Highlands and Islands of  Scotland,
1790–1840’, Journal of  Scottish Historical Studies, 37, pp. 155–76.

This paper examines the role of  female innkeepers in the Scottish Highlands and Islands
during the first 50 years of  the long nineteenth century. This was a time of  booming busi-
ness for inns, as the number of  travellers was rising. The paper looks at the work done by
the innkeepers, both what they actually did and how this affected life in the locality and the
region. It uses the growth in the number of  inns and the services they offered to shed light
on the evolution of  the Highland and Island economy.

D. Postles, ‘Canal bank “community”? Loughborough’s boat families’, Leicestershire
Archaeological and Historical Society Transactions, 91, pp. 137–50.

The word ‘community’ has been used in many different ways in the sociological and histor-
ical literature. This contribution by Postles is motivated by a study of  a canal bank commu-
nity in Oxford, Mary Prior’s Fisher Row: Fishermen, Bargemen and Canal Boatmen in Oxford
1500–1900 (Stroud, 2015). Prior argued that Fisher Row ‘existed as an “isolate” commu-
nity, especially because of  its social, occupational and geographical endogamy: intermar-
riage within the local families of  the canal-side “community”, with reduced contact with the
rest of  the population of  Oxford’ (p. 138). Postles’s study is of  Loughborough’s boat fami-
lies, living close to the town’s Regent Wharf  in the mid nineteenth century. He finds that,
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in contrast to the boat people of  Fisher Row, Loughborough’s boat families were well
integrated into the wider population. The wives of  boatmen worked in other sectors,
such as textiles; there was no tendency for boatmen to marry the daughters of  boatmen;
and the boat people did not display any of  the overt and measurable aspects of  a distinct
‘community’.

O. Purdue, ‘Surviving the industrial city: the female poor and the workhouse in late-nine-
teenth century Belfast’, Urban History, 44, pp. 69–90.

As the populations of  workhouses throughout the rest of  Ireland dwindled and became
increasingly aged, the population of  the workhouse in Belfast increased. The annual
number of  admissions rose from around 10,000 in the 1860s to over 25,000 in 1913. In this
paper Purdue explains this anomaly as a consequence of  the peculiar nature of  the labour
force in Belfast and the sectarian nature of  social life. Belfast’s workforce was highly femi-
nised�especially in the flax mills�and very poorly paid. The city attracted young female
migrants from a wide hinterland, many of  whom took up casual and intermittent work. The
migrants were often single, and a large number became pregnant. Thus the demand for
welfare and temporary relief  from poverty was enormous. Charitable provision, however,
was largely religious (and hence sectarian) and frequently moralistic. Its sectarian nature
restricted provision to Catholics or Protestants. Its moralistic tone meant that those who
were supported by the charity underwent attempts to judge and reform their behaviour.
Many young women therefore avoided such charities, preferring the flexible, anonymous
and non-judgemental alternative of  the workhouse.

G. Rawson, ‘Economies and strategies of  the northern rural poor: the mitigation of
poverty in a West Riding township in the nineteenth century’, Rural History, 28, pp. 69–92.

Rather little is known about how poor families in the north of  England made ends meet
during the last years of  the Old Poor Law and the first years of  the New Poor Law. This
paper examines the experiences of  the poor in the township of  Rigton, north of  Leeds.
Rigton was part of  a large Gilbert Union and did not itself  join a Poor Law Union until
1861. Many of  its population lived on the margins of  poverty, with a majority having some
recourse to the Poor Law during the 50 or so years that are the subject of  this paper.
Strategies to cope were many and varied, including migration in search of  work, boarding
out of  children and the taking in of  lodgers, and—though Rawson’s evidence for this is
almost zero—reducing family sizes through birth control. An interesting element of  the
paper is Rawson’s clear evidence that as relief  expenditure on the able-bodied declined,
membership of  the Rigton Friendly Society expanded, so that private provision seems to
have replaced the Poor Law among those of  working age. There are also some remarks on
the use of  the Poor Law to provide what were, in effect, pensions for the aged and infirm.
These pensions were of  the same monetary value as those reported to have been paid else-
where in England, being 2s 6d or 3s per week, only about a quarter of  a labourer’s weekly
wage. 
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D. Rhydderch-Dart, ‘ “The great relief  of  the overcrowded slums”: the development of
Twthill in late nineteenth-century Caernarfon’, Welsh History Review, 28, pp. 515–48.

This paper describes the population of  the Twthill district of  Caernarfon in 1871 and 1891,
using the census enumerators’ books. Twthill was developed after a cholera outbreak in
1866 to provide an area of  more sanitary and less crowded housing for the town. It was
soon inhabited by people following a wide range of  occupations, of  whom more than two
fifths had been born outside the county of  Caernarfonshire. Many of  these incomers had
young families. Over the next 20 years the population stabilised and grew older. The vast
majority of  Twthill’s inhabitants were employed, and the impression gained from
Rhydderch-Dart’s study is that it developed into a respectable working-class suburb. The
article also includes a discussion of  the educational provision in the area following the 1870
Education Act.

M. Rudling, ‘A comparison of  poor relief  in a Wealden parish and a South Downs parish
in eastern Sussex c. 1830–1860’, Sussex Archaeological Collections, 155, pp. 181–96.

Studies of  the operation of  the poor law in particular localities which straddle the Poor Law
Amendment Act of  1834 are rare, so this example from Sussex is welcome. Rudling
compares the way poor relief  was administered in the Wealden parish of  Chiddingly with
the downland parish of  Rottingdean. Levels of  relief  were much higher in Chiddingly than
in Rottingdean, and especially the demand for relief  from male labourers. In Rottingdean,
large farming enterprises seemed to be able to provide year-round employment for labour-
ers. The poor law authorities in Chiddingly maintained pre-1834 practices well into the New
Poor Law period, routinely giving outdoor relief  to able bodied adult males, and not always
justifying this on the basis of  rather dubious sickness claims, as has been found elsewhere.
In Rottingdean, by contrast, poor relief  was generally restricted to the aged and infirm, and
examples of  able-bodied men being given outdoor relief  were hard to find.

L. Smith, ‘Lunatic asylum in the workhouse: St Peter’s Hospital, Bristol, 1698–1861’, Medical
History, 61, pp. 225–45.

Although this paper deals with an institution the life of  which began at the end of  the
seventeenth century, most of  the article is about its history in the nineteenth century. The
institution in question is the city of  Bristol’s lunatic asylum. This began life as a set of  facil-
ities for the insane poor within the city’s workhouse under the Old Poor Law. In 1823,
however, the authorities managed to have these facilities recognised as the county lunatic
asylum, despite their manifest inadequacies. The bulk of  the article describes the rearguard
action fought by the Bristol magistrates and the Corporation of  the Poor to avoid having
to build a new asylum despite the deteriorating conditions within the workhouse, a battle
they eventually lost, a purpose-built asylum opening in 1861. This is another example of  the
long-running, and at times acrimonious, disputes between local and central government
authorities during the early years of  the New Poor Law.
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D.T. Taylor, ‘The decline of  the hand-made nailing community in Wombourne 1841–1901’,
Local Historian, 44, pp. 29–45.

D.T. Taylor, ‘Examining the effect of  occupational structure on social mobility – an inves-
tigation of  a Black Country village 1851–1901’, Family and Community History, 20, pp.
85–101.

The first of  these papers is a very good local study of  a declining industry, using data from
the census enumerators’ books (CEBs) for seven censuses. Wombourne is situated on the
western edge of  the Black Country, and had a population of  close to 2,000 in the mid nine-
teenth century. Employment in nail making peaked in 1851 when almost 300 persons were
occupied, but by 1871 there were only 94 nail makers in the parish, and by 1901 the nail
making trade had vanished. Taylor makes the point that in declining craft industries, the
tendency was for new entrants to be few and far between, so that the workforce gradually
aged. This seems to have happened, for example, in the cloth towns of  Wiltshire and
Somerset. In the case of  Wombourne’s nail makers, though, many moved to other occupa-
tions within the parish, since nail making was seen as the lowest status occupation. Nail
making also recruited from outside the parish, perhaps because it offered a way of  getting
some sort of  living for those rendered destitute elsewhere, or for persons moving back to
Wombourne for family reasons. 

In the second paper, Taylor broadens his attention to examine social mobility more
generally. This paper is more challenging, as measuring social and occupational mobility is
a demanding activity. However, he is able to chart the impact of  the decline in nail making
and the rise of  iron working on occupational mobility. How this affected social mobility is
more difficult to establish, although he does observe a clear path from declining industries
(such as agriculture and nail making) into the ironworks, starting with low status jobs such
as labouring, but progressing to more specialised, and higher status, occupations such as
puddler, plater and roller.

K. Waddington, ‘ “I should have thought that Wales was a wet part of  the world”: drought,
rural communities and public health, 1870–1914’, Social History of  Medicine, 30, pp. 590–611.

Drought was a recurring phenomenon during the last three decades of  the nineteenth and
the first decade of  the twentieth century. This paper examines its impact on rural commu-
nities in Wales, looking at public concern about the risks of  disease and the measures taken
to alleviate these. It is welcome, as the literature on public health and sanitary reform in
Britain is dominated by studies of  large urban areas. Using examples from across the coun-
try, Waddington illustrates the chronic problems of  water supply for many small towns and
villages, and chronicles widespread fears of  epidemic disease. Cause of  death data from the
Registrar General’s Decennial Supplements suggest that most of  these fears were
unfounded. Nevertheless, action to improve rural water supplies was slow and minimalistic
(digging an extra well rather than constructing piped systems) with many communities not
being connected to modern distribution systems until well into the twentieth century.
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D. Holland, ‘The social networks of  South Asian migrants in the Sheffield area during the
early twentieth century’, Past and Present, 236, pp. 243–79.

Migration from South Asia to England and Wales did not begin in 1948, or even in the later
1950s and 1960s. Earlier in the century, a trickle of  migrants had moved into port and
industrial cities. Many of  these were lascars who sought land-based employment as a form
of  escape from the merchant marine; they were overwhelmingly men. Holland’s article is a
study of  the South Asians who lived and worked in Sheffield between the Wars. He
describes their occupations: some worked in steel plants; others were self-employed traders.
He also examines their relationships, including their wives, many of  whom were drawn
from the native working class community. He sets up the paper partly as providing an alter-
native view of  the social relationships between immigrants and the native community from
that which emerges from studies based on sources which tend to highlight conflict and
discrimination. The northern working classes were broadly tolerant of  the newcomers and
respectful of  their different culture. Migrants faced greater challenges from petty bureau-
crats and officialdom than they did from the hostility of  those among whom they lived. 

H. McCarthy, ‘Women, marriage and paid work in post-war Britain’, Women’s History Review,
26, pp. 46–61.

The growth in married women’s employment is one of  the most pervasive social trends of
the last 70 years and has been associated with a wide range of  demographic phenomena,
such as reduced or postponed fertility, the rising divorce rate and even increased mortality
for women from certain causes. This paper looks at the two decades immediately after
World War II, asking why an increasing minority of  married women were working, and
examining the consequences for their home life. McCarthy concludes that the reasons why
women went to work were varied: for some it was an economic necessity; for others it
provided an extra income for spending on holidays or other luxuries; for yet others it was
a way of  achieving some independence from their husbands. She also takes a fairly sanguine
view of  the effect of  work on women’s relationships with their husbands, arguing that
many men accepted the situation equably, even if  the division of  domestic labour within
the household was still unequal.
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