Local Population Studies Society

Dedicata to the study of local, sociand population history

www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk

www.twitter.com/localpopstudies

Newsletter70: April 2022

Contents

Identifying twin births in nineteenth -century Ipswich
Chris Galley andEilidh Garrett

New online resources for Methodist history and genealogy

Philip Thornborow

Membership and benefits of LPSS
LPS107
Tony Wrigley

FreeREG and Black Country Church, Chapel & Cemetery

Registers OnlineDale Braden

Advance notice of BPSSvorkshop - ONLINE
Notice of 2022 LPSS AGM

Committee members

Local Population Studies Society Prize
LPSS SpringWorkshop and AGM— ONLINE

2

10
14
16
18
18
19

Great HatfieldMethodist
Sunday School, 1903. Seelp,

Welcome to th&pring 2022.PSS Newsletter. Many thanks, always, to our contributors
without whom this Newsletter would be impossible to produce.
We 6 dverpgiad to hear from you with contributions, feedback, comments, suggestiony
letters for publication, research queriestc.
Sue JonesNewsletter Editor: newsletter@localpopulationstudies.org.uk

Spring Workshopand AGM

404PLUSBack t o

the 404 pari s

Online — via Zoom: Saturday 28" May 2022
Programme and booking form—see pp 19-20

© LPSS 2022
Charity No. 326626 1



http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/localpopstudies
mailto:newsletter@localpopulationstudies.org.uk

Ildentifying twin births in nineteenth -century lpswich

Chris Galley and Eilidh Garrett

As part of a wider investigation into mortality in nineteenth-century Ipswich we decided to examine
the survival chances of twins, a group of infants that were subject to very high risks and whose
experience may have mirrored those of singletons, albeit in an exaggerated form.! Identifying twin
births in the nineteenth century is far from straightforward since usually they were not indicated as
such in either parish or civil birth records, although occasionally a child is noted as ‘twin son or
daughter of”. In particular any confinement that resulted in a live and stillbirth or two stillbirths cannot
be identified since there was no requirement to register stillbirths in England and Wales until 1927.
Perhaps the most famous example of a ‘single twin’ birth was Elvis Presley, whose identical twin
brother was stillborn. Notwithstanding this issue, if registers of births are examined it is a relatively
simple task to identify those families who recorded more than one birth on a single day or, again very
occasionally, on succeeding days. Generally speaking, access to large numbers of birth and death
certificates is restricted in England and Wales, but fortunately when smallpox vaccination registers
in Ipswich were compiled, for some unknown reason, full details of all the births (and deaths) in the
town were transcribed and this means that in effect copies of the birth and death registers are available
from 1871 into the twentieth century.? These sources have been linked to provide a detailed picture
of Ipswich’s demography in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.>

In order to identify twin births the database was searched using the father’s name to discover those
who recorded more than one birth on the same day. Alongside the twins and a few sets of triplets, a
number of ‘apparent’ twins were also identified. However, on closer inspection it could be shown
that the fathers of these infants were, in fact, not the same men (see Table 1 below). When computer
assisted record linkage is undertaken it is usual to group together similar surnames since consistency
of spelling both within and between sources did not always occur.* This is why Edward Osborn(e),
William Wood(s) and Edward Sm(i/y)th were initially flagged by the search, but as can be seen from
Table 1, other details noted in the vaccination birth register, especially occupation and address, failed
to match and consequently they could easily be excluded from subsequent analysis. Likewise, only
single Christian names were used in the search and this is another reason why some of the ‘apparent’
twins, such as the children born to Alfred Brown and Alfred George Brown, were identified.
Moreover, in all of the examples in Table 1 examination of occupation and/or address was sufficient
to distinguish between the ‘apparent’ twins. But consider the following: what would have happened

1 See C. Galley, ‘Infant mortality in England, 1538-2000: the parish register period, 1538-1837’, Local Population
Studies103 (2019), pp. 141, 147-8, 203 for a discussion of why twin mortality is worthy of study.

2 Vaccination registers were compiled throughout the country. These usually included a list of all births together with
those infants/children who had died before they could be vaccinated. This was to ensure that every eligible child could
be contacted. The Ipswich registers are unusual because every death was transcribed.

3 The data were collected as part of two projects: see E.M. Garrett, P. Razzell and R. Davies (2007) Sociological
Study of Fertility and Mortality in Ipswich, 1871910 [data collection] UK Data Service. SN:5413,
http://doi.org/10.5255/UKDA-SN-5413-1; J.L. Fellows, C. Birch, J. Walsh, J. Robinson, S. Green, J. Rider, J. Hack,
H. Coleman, N. Cattell, M. Drake, W. Baird, M. Razzell, A. Dix, A. Clark, S. Smith, P. Buckingham, R. Proctor, L.
Davies, E. Hall, G. Culshaw, V. Dodgson, T. James and S. Richens (2001) Decline of Infant Mortality in England
and Wales, 1871948: a Medical Conundrumyaccination Registers, 1871-1913. [data collection]. UK Data
Service. SN:4127, http://doi.org/10.5255/UKDA-SN-4127-1. For further details see:
https://www.campop.geog.cam.ac.uk/research/projects/ipswichbirthdeath/.

4 G. Newton, ‘Recent developments in making family reconstitutions’, Local Population Studie$7, 84-9.
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if say the two Charles Nunns, George Lays or John Hills had, instead of recording two births on the
same day, recorded births two, three or five years apart? Would we be able to confidently assert that
these births should be assigned to different families even if both occupation and address had changed
between the two dates? Moving address was common during the late nineteenth century as was
changing occupation, especially since occupational identifiers were by no means standardised. It
would certainly have been unusual, but not impossible, for Charles Nunn to be recorded as a police
officer and five years later a general dealer or George Lay to change from being a foundry labourer
to a butcher.

Date of Birth Father’s Fathe
Chi |l d’ s n Christian name surname  Fat her ' s Oc « Address
14/12/1872 Emma Maud Charles Nunn Police Constable Cardinal Street
14/12/1872 George Charles Nunn General Dealer Matthew Square
15/12/1873 James Maggs Alfred Brown Store Keeper Dorkin Street
15/12/1873 George Thomas Alfred George Brown House Painter Beck Street
28/4/1873 William George Lay Foundry Laborer Curve Street
28/4/1873 Alfred George Lay Foundry Laborer Curve Street
28/4/1873 James George Lay Butcher Bond Street
9/2/1874 Bessy Anne John Hill Day Porter Hamilton Street
9/2/1874 Mary Jane John Hill Plasterer Portland Street
5/6/1875 Frederick William  Thomas Markham  Shoemaker Gt Whip Street
5/6/1875 Elizabeth Thomas Markham  Carpenter Hanford Cut
20/3/1876 Arthur Alfred John Stephen Bird Master Mariner Fore Street
20/3/1876 Charles Thomas John Chenery Bird Pilot Albion Street
19/2/1878 Ellen Elizabeth Edward Osbhorn Carpenter White EIm Street
19/2/1878 Elizabeth Rose Edward Osborne Chimney Sweep Orford Street
29/11/1879 James Henry Henry George Clarke Carpenter Bath Street
29/11/1879 Charles Williams Henry Clarke Blacksmith Wellington Street
31/3/1880 Annie Elvina William Bartlett Wood Carpenter York Road
31/3/1880 Charles Frederick William Woods Millwright Halifax
29/11/1889 Florence Maud William James Clarke Brickmaker The Dales
Whitton
29/11/1889 Grace William Clarke Confectioner Ann Street
23/6/1890 Harriet Kathleen Edward Charles Smith Labourer Goodmins Yard
23/6/1890 Maud Edith Edward Alfred Smyth Publican Commercial Road
19/6/1899 William Frederick  Frederick Charles  Green Labourer (Horticultural Cavendish Street
Implement Works)
19/6/1899 Mathilda Emily Frederick Green Labourer (Foundry) Chapel Yard
8/8/1900 Rhoda William Goodall Gooding Coach Wheeler Rose Hill Road
8/8/1900 James Frederick William Gooding Brush Maker Unity Street
Table 1 6Apparent 6-190@¢i n birt hs, | pswi ch

Source: The data in this table was taken from Garrett, E. M., Razzell, P., Davies, R. (2007). Sociological Study of
Fertility and Mortality inlpswich, 18721910 [data collection]. UK Data Service. SN: 5413,
http://doi.org/10.5255/UKDA-SN-5413-1

What surprised us about these ‘apparent’ twin births was just how common they were, given that we
thought that it would be highly unlikely that fathers with identical or near identical names would have
children born on the same day in a town the size of Ipswich, which had a population of 42,839 in
1871 rising to 73,932 in 1911 and had somewhere between 1,400 and 1,800 births a year: (there were
1,473in 1871 and 1,783 in 1911). The births shown in Table 1 therefore represent only a tiny fraction
of those that occurred in the town, but by implication this evidence suggests that there must have been
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many families where the fathers had very similar, or even identical, names recording vital events at
approximately the same time throughout this period. The key to assigning a birth to the correct family
lies with the availability of additional evidence and here mother’s name would be very useful to verify
links. Other evidence relating to second names, occupation and address is also useful, although of
course spellings may change over time even within the same source, as may occupations and
addresses. In larger towns and cities such problems are amplified as the number of households
increases so does the likelihood that some inhabitants will share the same name. In the case of
Ipswich, it has been possible to link individuals and families in the 1871-1901 censuses as this wealth
of data allows most links to be made with a high degree of certainty. Linking individuals between
different sources is always a case of balancing probabilities and the greater the range of information
that is available the greater the degree of confidence that can be attached to a link. This evidence from
Ipswich suggests that in a town of this size some links using father’s name alone are likely to prove
false and, whilst such problems can be overcome by a careful examination of all available sources,
as with all reconstitutions, it may be necessary to jettison a large amount of data to ensure robust
results. Family historians, focussing on tracing their ancestors, may be reluctant to ‘drop’ a potential
candidate; nevertheless, they need to be aware that there might be multiple potential candidates, and
that they should ensure that they explore a variety of sources to be as sure as possible that they are
pursing the correct lineage.

New online resources for Methodist history and genealogy

Philip Thornborow

Menwwr-

F == ~== @ -T Like all organisations, the Methodist Church of Great Britain (and its

— predecessor bodies the Wesleyan Methodists, Primitive Methodists,
family . Methodist New Connexion, Bible Christians, Wesleyan Methodist
S UECT T Association, Wesleyan Reformers, United Methodist Free Churches and
the United Methodist Church) has developed particular structures, ways
of working and record series and classes.

8 To help non-Methodists find their way through these resources there are

~’ currently two contrasting, but complementary, books on the market: R.
Ratcliffe, MethodistRecords forFamily Historians(Bury, 2014), and P.
Peter Thornborow at  Thornborow, A Methodist in theFamily? Answers tden Frequently
Who Do You Think AskedFamily History QuestiongLondon, 2014). °

You Are, 2014 For the family or population historian there are two problems with

looking at most of the records highlighted in those books. The first is that they deal with the official
records: they are of administrative, financial and/or legal relevance to what has been decided, or to

5 “Methodism’ as a term covers a number of religious movements which began life in the eighteenth century. The resources
under discussion relate to the ‘Arminian Methodist” movement founded by the Wesley brothers, which fragmented
between 1797 and 1851 and reunited between 1859 and 1932. This means that if your interest is in Welsh Calvinistic
Methodists you need to look elsewhere.
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what has been done in carrying out a decision; they are concerned with the property of the church; or
they relate to individuals who held office. The other is that many of the published works on the various
Methodist groups are difficult to find outside a handful of specialist libraries.

Both these issues have been addressed since 2014 by a suite of community archives which | would
like to bring to your attention.

Methodist Heritage was set up by the Methodist Church of Great Britain in 2010 to manage four
accredited museums owned by the Church, and the Church’s relationship with the repositories caring
for the records of the Church. They have a website (http://www.methodistheritage.org.uk ) which
contains a section on researching, including advice on Researching Methodist History and
Researching Family History. In the former category, you will find an online guide to all the primary
and secondary resources on Methodism currently freely available online. You will also find contact
details for the Methodist Heritage Officer, and the Liaison Officer for Methodist Archives who
provide advice.

The suite of community archive websites has been created as spaces for the collection and sharing of
photographs, memories and research resources about the various strands of the British Methodist
movements. Users are positively encouraged to add content, particularly about the activities of
Methodist communities. They can do this either by adding a page of their own, or commenting on an
existing page or comment.

My Primitive Methodists (https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/) was the first site to be
developed, and is the most comprehensive in scope as the editors are based at Englesea Brook, the
Museum of Primitive Methodism. They aim to create the definitive source for all aspects of Primitive
Methodism.

My Wesleyan Methodists (https://www.mywesleyanmethodists.org.uk) covers the original, and
largest, section of the movement. The majority of Methodist records to have survived, much of the
Methodist historical literature, and three of the Methodist museums relate to the Wesleyans, which
may explain why this site is less well populated.

My United Methodists (https://www.myunitedmethodists.org.uk/) covers the less well-known
groups, and includes pages explaining the particular features of each one. This site might be of
especial interest to members of the Local Population Studies Society as the various groups were active
in particular regions or localities.

My Methodist History (https://www.mymethodisthistory.org.uk/) provides a platform for memories
of the church since 1932, although it also includes Wesleyan Methodist rolls of honour
commemorating the dead of the First World War. As very few war graves include religious affiliation,
these can be the only record that an individual was associated with a Methodist chapel .®

Finally, Wesleys Oxford (https://www.wesleysoxford.org.uk/) is intended to share stories of all
flavours of Methodism in Oxfordshire.

6 | use the word very carefully, as the attachment undoubtedly varied.
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For those of us who want the fullest picture, there is a ‘search across sites in the network’ button on
each site.

The hope is that these sites will provide a grass roots view of the movement, and capture material that
would not be otherwise preserved, but they are also being used to make available a range of resources
previously available in a small number of specialised libraries.

The ambition is to identify and create a visual record of the chapels. In addition to pages about
individual chapels, publications giving information about all Methodist chapels in 1940, Wesleyan
chapels in 1873 and chapels of the United Free Methodist Churches in 1898 have been digitised and
made available. Work in progress includes transcriptions of the 1851 religious census returns, and
maps of the location of chapels in 1867.

A whole range of resources detailing individuals have been made available. These include digital
versionsof The Met hodi st, WWNn@®@&s WiWWibho i 19 av@&TheMethbdist Lmcall 9 3 3
Preacher sd Wilthe énly guMéntathis T1&s30ft Methodist). The four sites contain the
definitive lists of all Methodist ministers who died as such from the beginning until 2016. Links direct
users to other online resources such as Methodist newspapers and periodicals, including the Minutes
of the Wesleyan Methodist Conference, where obituaries (and some cases, portraits) may be found.
On My Primitive Methodists these contemporary accounts have been transcribed to provide
biographies of ministers and lay people. A sense of the composition of the Wesleyan Methodist
community may be found in the Wesleyan Methodist Historic RoWorks published between 1819
and 1922 listing all Wesleyan Methodist ministers active at that date, with their careers to date, have
recently been made available, with a volume from 1932 including all ministers of the recently united
church. These have been selected to match census years to help family historians pin down their
itinerant subjects.

A good methodology for tracing a Primitive Methodist ancestor is provided on the My Primitive
Methodists  site  (https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/content/research-resources/my-
process-for-exploring-the-family-history-of-primitive-methodists )

All Methodist churches are organised into Circuits, to which the ministers are stationed. As the
movement evolved over time, so did the Circuits. Hall's Circuits and Ministerdists all the Wesleyan
Methodist circuits and two editions, covering 1765 to 1923 have been digitized and made available.

A third problem for the family or population historian studying Methodists is, of course, the registers.
Members of the Local Population Studies Society will be aware of the evolution of legislation relating
to baptism, marriage and burial in England and Wales.

The earliest Methodist baptismal registers date from around 1750. Following the onset of Civil
Registration in 1837 all the existing registers were surrendered to the Registrar, and they are now
kept in The National Archives. 912 registers have survived (735 Wesleyan, 43 Methodist New
Connexion, 100 Primitive Methodists, 29 Bible Christian, 2 Wesleyan Methodist Association, 2
Arminian Methodist 1 Free Methodist). There were also 162 burial registers, overwhelmingly
Wesleyan and mainly for the period 1830 to 1837. Both sets of registers were listed by William Leary
in his book My Ancestors were Methodists)d may all be consulted online on a variety of sites.
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Until recently there was little commercial digitisation of Methodist registers, as firms and county
record offices did not fully understand how to obtain permission. This issue has now been resolved.
Most pre-1914 registers in Cornwall are available online, and projects have made registers from
Cheshire, Shropshire, Durham, Greater London, Greater Manchester, Norfolk and West Yorkshire
available. Further collections will undoubtedly become available. You will find transcriptions spread
across Ancestry, Family Search, Find My Past and FreeREG, as well as the various Online Parish
Clerk sites. The advice is to check on your favourite web browser.

Before Methodist Heritage, the Wesley Historical Society (an independent organisation) had fulfilled
the role of promoting the history of Methodism. Their website hosts the online Dictionary of
Methodismedited by John Vickers. It is excellent, particularly for questions on Methodist
terminology and provides booklists on individuals: http://www.wesleyhistoricalsociety.org.uk/

The Proceedings of the Wesley Historical Sodietg included an annual bibliography of writing on
Methodism for the past 47 years. Until recently this was only available in print, but the majority of it
is now available online, and can be highly recommended. Clive Field, Bibliography of Methodist
historical literature, 19742011[2019]:

https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/pdf/whs/bibliography-of-methodist-historical-literature-1974-2011.pdf

I hope this brief review of recent developments
will help anyone whose work unearths
Methodism or Methodists in any form.
Methodism is inclusive, so we want to share
our way of life with all. We also want to hear
from anyone with a story to tell, so get in touch
with the editors of these websites if your
grandad played cricket (or football) for a
Methodist club; you or a relative went on a
Sunday School outing, or have memories of
2 chapel teas; you belonged to Methodist

Great Hatfield Sunday School 1903 Association of Youth Clubs or Junior Mission
for All; or you have more evidence of
Methodists processing through the town (as on the flyer for the Communities of Dissent conference,
see https://www.chapelssociety.org.uk/events/communities-of-dissent-1850-1914/).

LPSS is on Twitter andon Facebook
Did you know you can follow the Society and interact with other LPSS members on social

9 Our twitter feed @LocalPopStudies (https://twitter.com/LocalPopStudies) shares lots of
interesting and cutting-edge research in demography and local and family history.

1 We also have a private Facebook group where you can discuss upcoming events and any
research questions you have with other members (just search ‘Local Population Studies

Society’ in Facebook, or go to
https://www.facebook.com/groups/209496865918821/?ref=share).
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Membership of Local Population Studies Society
The Local Population Studies Society (LPSS) is a charity devoted to promoting local history,
social history, and historical demography in a local context. We publish the journal Local
Population Studiesand other books and edited collections from time to time. We also hold two
conferences a year, usually on a particular theme related to populations in the past, and welcome
contributions from speakers at all stages of their research.

Members of LPSS receive two copies of the journal Local Population Studieand two
Newsletters each year. They receive advance notice of LPSS conferences, for which they
receive a discounted rate. They are also eligible to apply for support from the Roger Schofield
Fund and the May Pickles Bursaries (for more details of these, see below).

Membership of the LPSS is by annual subscription. Our annual subscription rates, which are due
on 1 May annually, and include either online-only or online and print access to Local Population
Studiesand the LPSS Newsletter, are:

UK Overseas
Individual Online Journal £20.00 £20.00
Individual Print Journal £35.00 £50.00
Student Online Journal £12.00 £12.00
Student Print Journal £25.00 £35.00
Institution Online Journal £40.00 £40.00
Institution Print Journal £50.00 £70.00

To join: see the LPSS websittp://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/

or contact thd.PSSSecretay Rowena Burgess @acretary@localpopulationstudies.org.uk

LPSS funding support available

Roger Schofield FundThis provides grants to individual researchers whose work furthers
aims of the LocaPopulation Studies Society. Further details are available on the website.

May Pickles Travel BursariesMay Pickles was a longtanding and very active member of LP¢
She died (aged 91) in October 2013, and in her will very kindly made a bequest toNéG&
this bequest to provide travel bursaries to enable those who would not otherwise be able tt
LPSS events to do so.

For further information, please see webgitgp://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/

or contact the LPSS Secretary Rowena Burgasstary@Ilocalpopulationstudies.org.uk.
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No. 107
utumn 2021

As

B SRR | ocal Population Studies107 Autumn 2021

The journalis available in both hard copy and electronic versions. The
electronic version is available through IngentaConnect

Conference reports

Wider Still and Wider: Local Population Studies in England and Continental
Europe (LPSS Spring 2021 Conference)

The British Diaspora (LPSS Autumn 2021 Conference)

Articles:

‘Big Data’ and Parish Registers: a Case Study of Mortality in Early Modern Non-Metropolitan
Surrey Sue Jones

The Bedfordshire Demographic Crisis of 1727-31: some Evidence of Differential Socially Selective
Mortality Paul Schoon

A Short Note on Women’s Work in the Textile Industrial Colonies of Inland Catalonia in the Early
Twentieth Century Lisard Palau Elcacho

Research note:

Geopolitical Conflicts seen through Transnational Identities: a Case from the Ukrainian Community
in Caglini, Italy Andrea Corsale

Sparrow Catching in Mattishall, Norfolk in the Early Nineteenth Century Prisca Greenhow

Tony Wrigley

It is with great sadness that the LPSS committee note the death, at the
age of 90, of Professor Sir Tony Wrigley in Cambridge on 24th
February 2022, after a few weeks’ illness. Tony was one of the founders
of the Cambridge Group for the History of Population and Social
Structure Cambridge and pioneered family reconstitution in Britain. He
was a prolific author, but members may be most familiar with his two
co-authored books on the historical demography of England: The
Population History of England 1541871, aReconstruction(E.A.
Wrigley & R.S. Schofield, Cambridge University Press, 1981) and
English Populaton History from Family Reconstitution 158837
(E.A. Wrigley, R.S. Davies, J.E. Oeppen & R.S. Schofield, Cambridge
University Press, 1997). We are sure members will join with us in
sending our condolences to Tony's family, friends and colleagues. He will be greatly missed.

Tony Wrigley’s obituary on the Campop website can be found at
https://www.campop.geogd.cam.ac.uk/people/wrigley/
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FreeREG and Black Country Church, Chapel & Cemetery Registers
Online

Dale Braden (Staffordshire Coordinator, FreeREG. stsccfr@gmail.com)

For family historians, the three websites of Free UK Genealogy, namely FreeBMD, FreeCEN, and
FreeREG, are primary databases for obtaining information from civil registration records, censuses,
and church registers, respectively. Introductions to all three were presented at the 2021 RootsTech
virtual conference by Graham Hart, one of the founders and trustees of Free UK Genealogy. In a
previous LPSS newsletter (Newsletter 69, Autumn 2021) Eric Dickens presented an overview of
FreeREG. | am the County Coordinator for Staffordshire in the FreeREG project, and in this article
I would like to describe the Staffordshire database in particular as a potential source of information
for historical studies that are broader than just genealogy. | also want to introduce the Black Country
Church, Chapel & Cemetery Registers Online (B4CRO) website which can be used in conjunction
with the Staffordshire FreeREG database. My hope is that collaborations between academic projects
and FreeREG could be established that will be mutually beneficial, increasing the size and improving
the quality of FreeREG, and producing a convenient source of primary data for historians to use in
their own studies. All of the data collected by Free UK Genealogy is under the Open Database
License, so that it can be used for purposes other than just genealogy.

As Eric mentioned in his article, the records that have been transcribed for each county in the UK can
be seen using the Records item in the main menu on the FreeREG home page. Select a county and
then a place, and that will show a list of churches, chapels, and cemeteries in that place. Each church
page shows what registers have been transcribed and the count of records by decade (see Figs 5-7 in
Eric's article). We actually transcribe more than just the parish registers and bishop's transcripts of
the Church of England. The Staffordshire database includes many Nonconformist registers and public
cemetery registers. In fact any document containing a birth, baptism, marriage, death, or burial record
can be transcribed and put into our database. We have even transcribed GRO certificates that have
been kindly sent to us by FreeREG users. We try to transcribe from facsimiles of the original
documents, but when we cannot do that then we have used existing transcriptions that have been
deposited with the archives.

Many of the FreeREG county databases now contain more than a million records, and each month
between 200,000 and 300,000 new records are added. The Staffordshire database has over 3.8 million
transcribed records, including more than 1.7 million baptisms, 1.5 million burials, and half a million
marriages. These date from the earliest registers of the 1500s well into the 20th century. When we
have access to good quality images of the registers, our transcriptions are rather more complete than
what will be found in online genealogy databases. We include the names of witnesses in marriages,
and we indicate who signed by mark, which gives an idea of literacy. We indicate whether the
marriage was performed by banns, by licence, or by superintendent registrar's certificate, which gives
an idea of how people balanced the need to get married quickly against the cost of the licence or
certificate, and perhaps against the consequences of violating tradition. We transcribe banns dates,
and indicate whether the marriage was marked forbidden, or took place in another parish. We
transcribe ages, occupations and abodes whenever they are recorded. We note illegitimacy in the
case of baptisms, whether the baptism was conditional, or performed privately, or performed in a
local mission church or chapel. We also include any pertinent notes or corrections added by the

© LPSS 2022
Charity No. 326626 10


https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/
https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/
https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/
https://www.freebmd.org.uk/
https://www.freecen.org.uk/
https://www.freereg.org.uk/
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/rtc2021/speakers/graham-hart/en
https://blackcountryparishregisters.weebly.com/
https://blackcountryparishregisters.weebly.com/
https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/about/opendata/
https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/about/opendata/

minister. For example, ministers often added birth dates to their baptism registers, and burial registers
sometimes include a death date or cause of death, particularly if by mishap or during an epidemic.
And some ministers felt compelled to record their personal opinions on the participants, or they left
notes which are suggestive of how they handled the duty of recording the rites that they performed.
One example that was found recently was an otherwise blank entry in a baptism register of St Peter
in West Bromwich, in which the minister had written simply "went away before registration". Was
it truly the case that nobody could remember the name of the child or the parents, or was it perhaps
more likely that the minister thought they were not deserving of having their child's baptism recorded
because they did not stay to pay him his customary registration fee? As long as the record has a
register entry number, we create a transcription entry for it even if it only contains a vicar's note.
Although such records cannot be found by the FreeREG search engine, as they contain no name,
anybody viewing the transcription file
itself will see that every entry has been
accounted for (some transcription files
can be obtained from the B4CRO
website; see below).

SCROLL DOWN FOR MORE INFO. & LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS SITE

The bishop's transcripts were supposed
to be faithful copies of the parish
registers, and the vicar or rector had to
sign each page attesting to this. In the
Staffordshire database we have found,
however, a number of cases in which the
bishop's transcripts are remarkably
unfaithful. The bishop's transcripts for
Sedgley All Saints, Tipton St Martin,
and West Bromwich All Saints are
lacking about 10%-20% of the entries in
the parish registers themselves. In the
case of West Bromwich All Saints,
approximately 25% of the dates for all
events differ between the parish registers
and the bishop's transcripts for the earliest period of 1676-1730. The events in the registers are not
in perfect chronological order, but it appears that the vicar wanted them to be that way in what was
to be "exhibited at the bishop's visitation", so he copied them in the same order as in the register but
changed the dates to make them appear chronological. Quite a few of the names of people also differ,
beyond just differences in spelling. We expect to see phonetic variations like Darithy for Dorothy,
but Aughton for Horton is more problematic because phonetic search algorithms like Soundex don't
have any provision for adding or dropping an initial H before a vowel. There are many cases in which
a person's forename differs substantially, such as John instead of George, but there are even a few
cases in which the entire name differs, such as the bride being Isabelah Knight in the parish register
but Anne Smith in the bishop's transcript. Up until recently the only online transcriptions for the
parish of West Bromwich All Saints were those of the bishop's transcripts, so anybody who has used
those sources for their research should now check FreeREG to see what the parish registers
themselves contain.

Figure 1
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Black Country Church, Chapel &
Cemetery Registers Online

HOME CONTACT REGISTERS PLACES NEW(5) CENSUS ARTICLES MORE...

CLICK ON PARISH NAME TO SEE ALL CHURCHES, CHAPELS & CEMETERIES WITHIN THAT PARISH

If you don't know which parish to search under - click on PLACES in the menu bar above

The first county listed is normally the county that most databases use for that particular parish.

Figure 2

Staffordshire is too large for a
"local" population study, so let
me now describe the B4CRO
website (see Fig. 1), which
focuses on  the  heavily
industrialised region in the
southern part of the county. The
B4ACRO was created in 2018 by
Jonathan Maxfield, a native of the
Black Country and long-time
FreeREG transcriber. Jon has
spent many years photographing
original documents and
transcriptions that have been
deposited at the archives and
libraries of Staffordshire,
Worcestershire and Birmingham.
A significant portion of the
Staffordshire database in
FreeREG is based on transcriptions
from Jon's photographs.

While visiting the archives Jon has made extensive studies of their holdings, and the B4CRO website
contains what he has learned about the registers and churches of the Black Country, which is
considered to be the region spanned by the metropolitan boroughs of Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall, and
Wolverhampton. Clicking the Registers link in the main menu of the BACRO website will show the
list of the 28 parishes that existed in the region as of 1831 (see Fig. 2). Most of these are in
Staffordshire, but some are, or were at one time, in Shropshire, Worcestershire, or Warwickshire.

SEDGLEY REGISTERS (STS) BLACK COUNTRY - DUDLEY DISTRICT

Click on church, chapel or cemetery name to see transcriptions and information relating to its registers,

* All Saints - Sedgley (Church of England) 1558

+» Beocon Hill Cemetery - 1960

« Bilston St. Conaregational Chope] 1849

« Christ Church - Coseley (Church of England) 1830

« Cinderhill Methodist Chopel

« Coppice Baptist Chapel - Coseley 1794

« Coseley & Wondsetton Wetleyon Chopel 1847

« Darkhouse Baptist Chapel - Coseley 1786

» Gomal Wood Cemetery - 1960

« Hall Green St Primitive Methodist Chapel 1939

« High St. Methodist Church 1910

+ Himley Rd Wesleyan Meth. Church - Gomal Wood
« Hurst Hill Methadist Chopel 1848

« Lodymoer Mission Chureh - 1862

+ Ladymaor Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 1849

+ Loke St Primitive Meth Chagel - | ower Gomal 1853
+ Mount Tobor Church - Woodsetton {Methogist] 1942
« Mamble Squore & Roseville Methodist Chapel 1849

+ Dld Meeting House [Unitarian] - Coseley 1779
+ Parkfield Primiti st 0

= Providence Boptist Chopel - Coseley 1810

« Ruiton Congregational Chapel 1777

+ Sedgley Methodist Chapel

f Frien riol Ground - Lower nal

+ St Andrews Mission Church - Lower Gornol (CofF)
+ StChad {Roman Cathalic)

» StChad - Coseley (Church of Enaland) 1879

+ Stjames - Lower Gomal |Church of England] 1823
= 5t Mary the Virgin [Church of England) 1874

« St Paul - Lower Gormal {interdenominational)
« St Peter - Upper Gomal [Church of England) 1844

+ Tipten St Methodiet Church 1853
+ Upper Gomal Wesleyan Chapel 1927
» Wallbrook Methedist Chapel 1966

Each parish page contains a list of all
known churches and chapels (of all
denominations) and cemeteries known
to have existed in the parish (see Fig.
3). Each Church page shows all of the
surviving registers and details any
known transcriptions of them, whether
online or in book form (see Fig. 4).
Each register is described in terms of
where it is currently located, what
range of dates it covers, and whether it
is damaged or contains gaps. Jon has
sometimes found registers in archives
that are not listed in their catalogues,
and these are noted on the relevant
Church pages. Transcriptions of some
of the registers can be downloaded

Figure 3 directly from the Church page. These
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CHRIST CHURCH - COSELEY (CHURCH OF ENGLAND)

Scroll down for mere info. Click on date ranges (brown text) to download xls transcripts.

Databases & Publications

Ancestry - has the same database entries that are found on Familysearch under England Births & Christenings,
England Marriages, Englond Deaths & Burials

Familysearch - Images for Baptisms 1830-1925 Marriages 1837-1906 Burials 1830-1901 can (mostly) be viewed at
@ Family History Centre (there are still some date ranges that have not been digitized). Baptisms 1830-1862 &
1893-1916 & Burials 1865-1902 have been indexed and can be searched for under - England Births & Christenings,
England Marriages & England Deaths & Burials. They also have images for Bishops Transeripts Baptisms & Burials
1830-1856 which can be viewed at a Family History Centre. Only the Bishops Transcripts Baptisms have been
indexed which are searchable under England Christenings & Births set

FindMyPast - has the same database entries that are found an Fomilysearch under England Births & Christenings,
England Marriages, England Deaths & Burials

FreeREG - covers Baptisms 1830 - 13 Aug 1895 & Marriages 1837 - 19 Aug 1906 & Burials 1830 - 4 Dec 1917 &
1922-1927 (SEY - Transcriptions / Caverage under place name Coseley not Sedgley).

Midland Ancestor (formerly known as BMSGH) has a transcript for Baptisms & Burials 1830-1837 which is available
as a pdf

West Midlands BMD - {index which gives the names of who married who & the establishment where they were

transcriptions are in plain-text CSV format
and can be loaded into any spreadsheet
program, where one can use the Find tool to
perform a simple search. For those with some
programming experience, more sophisticated
searches can be performed by reading the files
into a bespoke Python script using a CSV-
parsing library such as Pandas, or one can
build an Sqlite database directly from the files
and then search it using standard SQL
expressions.

There is also information on the church or

eI o an0e o R el R e chapel, including when it was founded, when
Hotes on Chureh & featsters it was rebuilt, whether it merged with another
e per ety A church or changed its name, and when it
e comeoy st ass meenenee | ClOSEA (S€€ Fig. 4).  Many Nonconformist

being used pre 2014 and was demolished in 2020.

chapel buildings no longer exist, but when
their location can be determined and related to
a modern street map, you will find this
information as well.

Christ Church has been responsibility for St Mary the Virgin - Hurst Hill since 2014 - the parishes became @ united
benefice in Dec 2019,

Original Registers held at Dudley Archives

Baptisms 1830-2004 Marriages 1837-2008 Banns 1837-1865 & 1875-1899 & 1951-1978 Burials 1830-1984
Bishops Transcripts kept at Stafford Record Office

Baptisms 1830-1856 & Mariages - none & Burlals 1830-1856 (1854-1855 for both Baptisms & Burials are missing]

Burial Register 1857-1867 - the first 32 entries are missing from the original register & were missing at the time the

register was phatographed for the microfilm images. All the missing burials are dated March or April 1857

The Places menu item allows one to search for
a place name that may not be currently in use,
and to learn what parish that place was in. Many
of these places were villages that have since been absorbed into larger towns, and are now the names
of neighbourhoods within those towns, but some have been reduced to just street names. This index
is especially useful when one is trying to track a person or family through the records, which may
specify their abode by a variety of names, all of which may turn out to be within the same parish.

Figure 4

The B4CRO website is a work in progress and is updated frequently, and the details of the monthly
updates can be found by clicking on the New(s) menu item. Updates include any downloadable
transcription files that have been added to the Church pages, as well as what has been added to
FreeREG that is part of the Black Country (each County page on FreeREG also has a button to list
the Latest Additions). Jon also recently decided to begin a similar project to cover the Potteries region
around Stoke-on-Trent. The B4ACRO assembles a large amount of information that is otherwise very
difficult to find, as it generally requires visiting archives and carefully going through their holdings.
Much of this information will not be found elsewhere. If you have any information for Jon, you can
reach him via the Contact link in the main menu of the B4CRO website. We are particularly interested
in churches or cemeteries that are not already mentioned on the site, and in the whereabouts of any
registers that have not been deposited with the county archives or libraries.

FreeREG currently has about 2.5 million records for the region of the Black Country. The Black
Country is still perhaps dauntingly large for a comprehensive historical study, but one can certainly
imagine performing a study of a parish or town within it. Considering the range of years spanned by
the registers of the 23 Black Country parishes of Staffordshire that existed in 1831, we estimate that
we have transcribed at least 50% of the pre-1900 records of all of them except for Great Barr and
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Harborne-- both of which are now being worked on. In fact most have had more than 75% of their
records transcribed, with Tipton being complete as far as the pre-1900 records are concerned, and
about half of its post-1900 records transcribed (Tipton just so happens to be where my surname comes
from, as far back as | have been able to trace it). | hope that historians of all kinds will check out
FreeREG to see if its records would be useful as a source for cultural and demographic studies, as
well as for family histories. | should mention here that Norfolk's database in FreeREG has over 6
million records, and that 14 historical counties have more than a million records in their databases.

The Staffordshire FreeREG project currently consists of about 25 transcribers, but we have sufficient
material to take on many more. If you would like to help transcribe, please click the VVolunteer link
in the main menu on the FreeREG home page. All volunteers receive training, and the data entry
software is free. If you have questions about transcribing, ideas for collaboration, or transcriptions
of your own that you would like to donate, please contact me at the email address above.

An online workshop hosted by
The British Society for Population Studies
and Newcastle University

Abortion, contraception and family building practices
across the First Demographic Transition:
new views from Europe.
Friday, June 10, 2022.

Those wishing to attend should register with the organisers by emailing
violetta.hionidou@newcastle.ac.uk by Monday 6th of June at the latest, providing your email
address, full name and affiliation
(*see note below).

There is no registration fee.

The codes to allow participants to join the meeting via zoom will be sent out to registered
participants in the 48 hours before the meeting.

Provisional Programme (all times BST)

Introduction
10.00 — 10.15 Violetta Hionidou

Session 1: Abortion

10.15 — 10.30 Lucia Pozzi (University of Queensland Australia)
Catholicism, contraception and abortion in Itddgtween the 19th and the 20th
centuries.

10.30 — 10.45 Yuliya Hilevych (University of Groningen)
Abortion and infertility in Ukraine before and after WWII

© LPSS 2022
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10.45 — 11.00 Bartosz Ogorek (Tadeusz Manteuffel Institute of History of the Polish Academy of
Sciences)

Abortion in Poland's fertility decline
11.00 — 11.15: Questions and Comments

11.15-11.30 Break

Session 2: Spacing and Stopping behaviours
11.30 — 11.45 Martin Dribe (University of Lund)
Social class, spacing and stopping acrosstthesition in Sweden 1830960
11.45 - 12.00 Alice Reid (Cambridge)
Spacing or stopping in Great Britain in the years before 19117
12.00 — 12.15: Questions and Comments

12.15-12.45 Break

Session 3: Fertility behaviour
12.45 — 13.00 Hilde Bras (University of Groningen)
Low fertilities in a high fertility society in the ¥&entury
13.00 — 13.15 Stephanie Thiehoff (University of Southampton)
Diffusion in the Fertility Transition
13.15 — 13.30 Tommy Bengtsson (University of Lund)
Economicsaffecting fertility before the fertility decline
13.30 — 13.45 Cara Delay (College of Charleston, SC)
Fertility and Crisis in Ireland, 1848923
13.45 — 14.00: Questions and Comments

14.00- 14.15 Break

Session 4: Discussion

14.15 — 14.30: Barbara Okun (discussant)

14.30 — 14.45: Simon Szreter (discussant)

14.45 — 15.00: Contributions from the floor (led by Violetta Hionidou)
15.00 — 15.15: Review and Conclusions.

15.30 Close

* Please note: your personal data is being collected by the organisers (Violetta Hionidou and Eilidh

Garrett) as you have explicitly requested information abouAthartion, contraception and family

building practices across the First Demographic Transitio: new views from Europeevent.

We will only contact you to provide you with information about this event.

By supplying these details you are providing your consent for us to process your personal data for the
purposes detailed above.

You have the rightb request that we delete this personal data at any time, but if you do so, we will be unable
to provide you with information relating to this event.

We will not share your personal data with anyone, unless required to by law, and it will be storedysecurel
within the European Economic Area. The data and the relevant emails will be deleted shortly after the event.
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Notice of theLPSS Annual General Meeting, 2022

The Annual General Meeting of the Local Population Studies Society will be held on Saturday 28™
May 2022 at 1:15 pm. The AGM will take place on Zoom immediately before its Spring Workshop.
All members of the Society are warmly invited to attend.

Agenda
1. Chair’s Welcome
Apologies for absence
Minutes of 2021 AGM (printed in this Newsletter, see below)
Matters arising
Annual Report Presented by the Chair
Treasurer’s Report
Conference Report
Book Club Report

© oo N oo gk~ 0w D

Newsletter Editor’s Report

[EEY
o

Local Population StudieBditor’s Report

[
=

Review of LPS Editor’s honorarium

-
r

Elections to the Committee
13.  Any other business
Elections to the Committee
Mr Paul Tomblin has come to the end of his term of office and is willing to stand for re-election.
Mr Peter Franklin has also come to the end of his term of office but is not seeking re-election

In addition, we have two vacancies for membership of the Committee, anyone wishing to put
themselves forward for election, or to nominate someone else, should submit a written nomination,
stating the position for which they are standing and whether or not the candidate will be attending the
AGM. This should be accompanied by statements of support from five members of the Society, to
the Hon. Secretary at the address below by Monday 9" May 2022.

Any other business — if you wish any further items to be added to the Agenda, please send them by
Monday 9™ May 2022, to the Hon. Secretary at either the postal or email address below.

Rowena Burgess, Hon. Secretary
Romaine, Sisland, Norwich, Norfolk NR14 6EF

rowena.burgess@uea.ac.uk
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Minutes of 2021 Annual General Meeting
Local Population Studies Society
Annual General Meeting 2021

Minutes
The Annual General Meeting of the Local Population Stulgesety was held at 1p.m. on Saturday
17" April 2021, via Zoom
There were 13 people present.

=

Welcome and Introduction: Eilidh Garrett welcomed everyone and chaired the meeting.

Apologies Anne Coyne, Marion Hardy, Andy Burn, Violetta Hionidou, Kevin Schirer

3. Minutes of the 2020 AGM These were approved, proposed by Chris Galley, seconded by
Karen Rothery, and there were no matters arising.

4. Annual report: Thanks to all Committee members for their work in the last year, especially
given the circumstances. A copy of the report is filed in the minute book.

5. Tr e as ur e rMik Kipliegp fourtl year as Treasurer and a copy of his report is filed
in the minute book. The accounts were circulated to the meeting in advance. Approval of
accounts for 2019/20 and presentation of the provisional accounts for 2020/2021. Thanks to
both Mike Kipling and Sue Brown for their work on the accounts. Proposed by Andrew
Hinde, seconded Chris Galley. The proposal to adopt the accounts was agreed nem. con.

6. Conference report Successful conferences were referenced by the Chair, though noted that
some income was generated from donations which occurred from the original payments made
for the Roger Schofield conference. The April conference which occurs later today, currently
has 49 attendees registered. Thanks to Karen Rothery for her organisation of the conferences.

7. Book Club report: The finances and the stock of the Book Club will be reported at the next
AGM. The Chair thanked Peter Franklin and Mike Kipling for their running/support of the
book club.

8 Newsl et t er E dhanksdorRowena BueggssoandtAndrew Hinde for arranging
printing and distribution. There is now an online resource of back copies of the newsletter.
The only ones missing are issues 1-3. Thanks to Sue Jones for her work on the newsletter.

9. Local Population Studie€ d i t o r ': & copyefghe report is filed in the minute book.
Thanks to the typesetters and printers for their production and distribution of the journal.
Thanks to members of the Editorial Board for their contributions.

10. Review of the Constitution The proposal and an explanatory note for the new constitution
were circulated in advance and are filed in the minute book. A summary of the proposals was
outlined by the Chair. Thanks to Sue Brown for her comments on the previous draft. Proposed
by Sue Jones, seconded by Karen Rothery. The proposal to adopt the constitution was agreed
nem con.

11.Revi ew of LPS Ed AndyHindesvill hobbe takingian honomarium in the
coming year. This will continue to be reviewed in the forthcoming year.

12. Elections to the Commitee the following appointments were approved by the membership
having been duly nominated and seconded.
Karen Rothery, Mike Kipling, Sue Jones, nominated by Paul Tomblin, seconded Andrew
Hinde.
One vacancy remains

13. Any Other Business None

no

Meeting closed at 1:42 pm
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Local Population Studies Society- Committee Members 202-22

Executive Officers

Chair

Eilidh Garrett.

Email: chair@localpopulationstudies.org.uk

Vice Chair
Kevin Schurer

Email: ks291@le.ac.uk

Secretary
Rowena Burgess

Email: secretary@localpopulationstudies.org.uk

Treasurer
Mike Kipling
Email: mike@kipling.me.uk

Ordinary Officers

Editor of Local Population Studies (ex officio)
Andrew Hinde

Email: editor@localpopulationstudies.org.uk

Newsletter Editor
Sue Jones
Email: newsletter@localpopulationstudies.org.uk

Web / Social Media
Andy Burn
Email: web@localpopulationstudies.org.uk

Conference coordinator

Karen Rothery

Email:
conferences@localpopulationstudies.org.uk

Peter Franklin
Email: peter.franklin1066@gmail.com

Chris Galley
Email: chrisgalley77@gmail.com

Paul Tomblin
Email: paultomblin@hotmail.com

Local Population Studies Society Prize

Entries are invited for the Local Population Studies Society Prize. The prize will be offered each year for the
best original essay or paper published in Local Population Studidsy an author who is

EITHER a student (at any stage of study)

OR an early-career researcher based at a university or college
(within five years of completing a PhD)

OR a non-university-based researcher.

The winner will receive free membership of the Local Population Studies Society (LPSS) for three years, to
include registration fees for conferences organised by the Society during those three years (this would

normally be a total of six conferences).

The prize will be offered in 2022 for articles published in Local Population Studie®08 (spring 2022) or 109
(autumn 2022). It will include free membership of LPSS for the calendar years 2023-2025.

Please submit entries to the Editor, Dr Andrew Hinde at editor@localpopulationstudies.org.uk OR

PRAHinde@aol.com.

Any enquiries as to eligibility should also be addressed to Dr Hinde.

Cover images: Jacobus Rueff, Ei n Sc hon

Lustig

Trostbochie von den

(Zurich 1554) [detail]; Alton Workhouse by Andrew Hinde [detail]; Elmbridge Museum: Blackboys Bridge Addlestone,

1920s [Ref:553.964/6] [detail]; Rhiwfran, Lanfihangel Nant Bran, Powys by Susan Jones; Guildford Town Mills,
1822 [detail] fromGu i | d fSoa HKit:s t g Magthew Alexander (1992); The Old Bailey, Known Also as the

Central Criminal Court’, from Vol. 20of T h e
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404PLus Local Population Studies Societ
Annual General Meeting and
Spring Workshop 2022

Saturday 28 May 2022
AGM - 1:15p.m.
Workshop 2.00 —5.30 p.m.

404PLUS  Back to the 404 parishes
and beyond ¢

To be hosted online via Zoom by the Local Population Studies Society.
Zoom meeting codes will be pececulated to those registering for the meeting and/or the
workshop.

Programme

1.15 Annual General Meeting Open to all LPSS Members
Chair Eilidh Garrett
2.00 Introduction to the 404 Workshop
Kevin Sdirer
2.10 Overview of the 404PLUS project
Andrew Hinde
2.40 The 404 parishes database
Andrew Hinde
3.00 Aggregate analysis of parish register data
Chris Galley
3.20 Aggregate analysis of parish registers: some examples from non-metropolitan
Surrey
Sue Jones

3.30 Break

4.00 Transcriptions of parish register data
Paul Tomblin
4.30 Discussion of the content and format of transcriptions
5.00 Introduction to the 404PLUS web site
Andrew Hinde
5.20 Next steps for the 404PLUS project
5.30 Close
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REGISTRATION FORM
404PLUS Back to the 404 parishes

This workshop is free to attend but you must register in advance.

You will be sent the zoom access code and password for this workshop by email approximately 3
days before the date of the conference.

Name

Email Address

Contact Telephone
No.

| wish to attend the AGM.
| wish to attend the 404PLUS workshop.
| am a member of the Local Population Studies Society.

If you are not a member of the society and you would like to join us please go to
http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/the-society/join/ for more information

| consent to the secure storage of my personal data for the purposes of the workshop
administration. My details will not be passed to any other organisation.

| would like to receive details of any future LPSS events and conferences.
[You may withdraw your consent at any time by advising the LPSS membership secretary:
Rowena.burgess@uea.ac.uk]

Signature Date

Please tell us how you heard about the workshop

Please email your completed form toonferences@Iocalpopulationstudies.org.uk

or post to Karen Rothery, LPSS, 13 Sherrards Park Road, Welwyn Garden City, Herts, AL8 7JW
Closing date for registration is Saturday 21 May 2022

For further information or general enquiries about the conference, please email:
conferences@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
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