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Welcome to the Summer/Autumn 2020 LPSS Newsletter. It’s coming out a little earlier than usual 

so it can provide you with reminders about two online LPSS meetings taking place in September, 

the AGM and the Roger Schofield Memorial Conference, both delayed from April and also a 

forthcoming joint online seminar series with GoONS this autumn. Many thanks, as always, to our 

contributors without whom this Newsletter would be impossible to produce.  

We’d be glad to hear from you with contributions, feedback, comments, suggestions, letters for 

publication, research queries, etc. 

Sue Jones, Newsletter Editor: newsletter@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

Roger Schofield Memorial Conference 

Online – via Zoom: Saturday 12 September 2020 

Programme and booking form – see pages 23 ff. 
. 
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Smallpox in Basingstoke and Ringwood in the eighteenth century 

Andrew Hinde1 

Epidemic disease is back in the news.  We have all been bombarded with numbers and statistics about 

the current Pestilence, many of which are of uncertain provenance and dubious accuracy.  Our present 

plight, however, has made the study of historical epidemics of considerable interest.  

In Local Population Studies Society Newsletter 63, I published an article about two Hampshire 

epidemics in the towns of Petersfield and Basingstoke.  The Petersfield epidemic was in 1666, and 

was almost certainly plague.  The Basingstoke epidemic was in 1741 and was smallpox, at least 

according to the burial register.  Smallpox affected much of England during the eighteenth century, 

and many small towns must have experienced epidemics.2  The Church of England burial registers 

often noted deaths from smallpox (possibly as the symptoms were so obvious), so these epidemics 

can be easily identified.  In this paper I compare five epidemics in Hampshire towns: three in 

Ringwood (1712, 1726 and 1761) and two in Basingstoke (1714 and the already mentioned epidemic 

of 1741).  

Both Basingstoke (Figure 1) and Ringwood (Figure 2) were small market towns.  Basingstoke’s 

population in 1801 was 2,589 and Ringwood’s was 3,222.3  Table 1 below shows the overall number 

of deaths in each of the epidemic years and the number of deaths from smallpox. 

Figure 1 The Willis Museum, in the heart of Basingstoke’s old town 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Source: Photograph by Andrew Hinde. 

 
1 This paper was made possible by the efforts of the following members of the DEMO2013 Population History class at 
the University of Southampton: William Cockburn, Eryk Czerniejewski and Lawrence Packett. 
2 For a good example of a study of such local smallpox epidemics, see R. Leadbeater, ‘Smallpox in Oxfordshire, 1700-
99, and the implications of familial transmission routes’, Local Population Studies, 98 (2017), pp. 12-29. 
3 Census of Great Britain, 1801, Abstract of the Answers and Returns Made Pursuant to an Act, Passed in the Forty-First 
year of His Majesty King George III. intituled ‘An Act for Taking an Account of the Population of Great Britain, and the 
Increase or Diminution Thereof’. Enumeration. Part I. England and Wales. Part II. Scotland . British Parliamentary 
Papers 1801-02 VI [C. 9], pp. 318, 324. 
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Figure 2 The parish Church of St Peter and St Paul, Ringwood 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Photograph by Andrew Hinde. 

 

Generally, the epidemics resulted in the death rates rising to a level double that in ‘normal’ years and 

in some cases, rising by substantially more than that.  In the context of the current coronavirus 

Pestilence, in which deaths from causes other than coronavirus have risen, it is interesting to look at 

whether the death rate from non-smallpox causes also increased.  In Ringwood during the 1712 

epidemic, there were 58 deaths from other causes in a 15-month period, which is an annualized total 

of 46.4 deaths (58 x 12/15).  This is actually rather fewer than would have been expected in a non-

epidemic year.  Similarly, in 1726 the estimated annualized total of deaths from other causes was 50, 

and in 1761 it was 51.6.  These are no greater than the average numbers of deaths in ‘normal’ years.  

In other words, smallpox accounted for the whole of the excess deaths in Ringwood in the three 

epidemic years. 

The same was not true of Basingstoke in 1741, though.  During this epidemic there were 111 deaths 

from non-smallpox causes, which equates to a crude death rate of 68.3 per thousand from non-

smallpox causes, which is about double the ‘normal level’. 

A final comparison between the two towns is also interesting.  The coronavirus epidemic has led to 

great interest in how epidemics develop over time.  Figure 3 shows the cumulative proportion of 

deaths from smallpox plotted against the number of months since the start of each epidemic.    It is 

clear from the graph that epidemics spread more quickly in Basingstoke than they did in Ringwood.  

In Ringwood, it took about six months for half the epidemic-related deaths to occur, whereas in 

Basingstoke that milestone was reached in four months.  What was behind this differential rate of 

spread is not known: it might have been the nature of the housing stock, or the local geography of 

the two towns; it might even have been that the residents of Ringwood were better at ‘social 

distancing’ than those of Basingstoke!  Perhaps they wore masks, whereas the people of 

Basingstoke did not? 

If the experience of Hampshire is representative, many eighteenth-century parish registers are likely 

to identify smallpox deaths, and to allow studies such as that reported here. 
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Table 1 Overall deaths and deaths from smallpox in epidemics during the 

eighteenth century: Basingstoke and Ringwood 

Town Year Duration 

of 

epidemic 

(months) 

Total 

deaths 

Deaths 

from 

smallpox 

Estimated 

population 

Estimated 

annual crude 

death rate per 

thousand 

during 

epidemic 

Crude death 

rate per 

thousand 

for England  

Basingstoke 1714 10 75 52 1,500 60 28 

 1741 13 221 110 1,500 136 35 

        

Ringwood 1712 16 143 85 2,000 54 30 

 1726 12 148 98 2,000 74 28 

 1761 10 132 89 2,500 53 27 

Notes: The duration of the epidemic is taken to start with the first month in which a death from smallpox is 

identified until the last month.  There is some arbitrariness in this as the occasional death from smallpox is 

recorded even in non-epidemic years.  The populations are estimated from the numbers in the 1801 census 

and the replies to various eighteenth-century Bishop’s visitations.  The numbers of deaths in the 1741 

epidemic in Basingstoke differ slightly from those reported in Local Population Studies Society Newsletter 

63 because the latter relate to the calendar year 1741, whereas the numbers in the table here are based on 

the duration of the epidemic, which may span more than one calendar year. 

Sources: Hampshire Record Office, burial registers of Basingstoke and Ringwood; W.H. Ward  (ed.) 

Parson and Parish in Eighteenth-Century Hampshire: Replies to Bishops’ Visitations (Hampshire Record 

Series no. 13) (Winchester, 1995); E.A. Wrigley and R.S. Schofield, The Population History of England 

1541-1871: a Reconstruction (Cambridge, 1989), pp. 533-4. 

Figure 3 Cumulative proportion of deaths in eighteenth-century smallpox epidemics in  

  Basingstoke and Ringwood by month since the start of the epidemic.  
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Causes of death in Odiham, 1784-1799 

Liam Campkin, Andrew Hinde, George Kellingley, George Parsons, Amy Thomas 

and Matthew Wells4 

The Hampshire parish of Odiham was one of the 26 original family reconstitution parishes which 

contributed to the Cambridge Group for the History of Population and Social Structure’s second 

major work on the population history of England.5  It was, and is, a handsome village, with a gently 

curving main street containing cafes, restaurants and independently-owned shops. 

For population historians, an interesting feature of the village is that it contains one of only a handful 

of surviving pest houses (Figure 1).  These places were established in the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries to house victims of infectious diseases such as plague and smallpox and to isolate them 

from the rest of the population.  

Figure 1  The pest house at Odiham 

 

Note: Dating from 1622, this was the original pest house and was constructed on the southern perimeter of 

the church yard. It was eventually replaced by a larger one further from the village centre.  

Source: Photograph by Andrew Hinde 

The burial register is also of special interest, however, because for a period at the end of the eighteenth 

century it includes details of causes of death.  During the years 1784 to 1799 there were 580 recorded 

burials, of which 481 provide information on both age and cause of death. This short contribution 

presents an exploratory analysis of the causes of death in these records. 

 
4 This short note is based on the work submitted for a Coursework Assignment by students on the University of 
Southampton’s Population History course. 
5 E.A. Wrigley, R.S. Davies, J.E. Oeppen and R.S. Schofield, English Population History from Family Reconstitution, 
1580-1837 (Cambridge, 1997). 
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First, as a check on the general accuracy of the records, Table 1 shows the distribution of deaths by 

age.  Of the 481 deaths, 64 occurred at ages under one year.  If we assume that the population of 

Odiham was stationary during this period, this gives an infant mortality rate of 133 per thousand 

births.  Making the same assumption we can estimate the expectation of life at birth, which is 36.1 

years.  This compares with expectations of life of 35.9 in 1786, 37.3 in 1791 and 36.7 in 1796 

estimated by E.A. Wrigley and R.S. Schofield.6 

Table 2 shows the distribution of reported causes of death as stated in the Odiham burial register.  

The most commonly reported single cause was ‘decline’, which comprised 32 per cent of all deaths.  

‘Fever’ was given as the cause of 19 per cent of all deaths, with ‘dropsy’, ‘old age’, ‘whooping cough’ 

and ‘fit’ being the only other causes to make up more than 4 per cent of the deaths.  ‘Smallpox’ was 

only mentioned 14 times, so clearly there were no epidemics of this disease in Odiham during this 

period.  ‘Childbirth’ was mentioned in seven cases, around 1.5 per cent of the total.  

We group these causes of death into categories in Table 3.  Non-specific causes made up 39 per cent 

of deaths and causes which were likely to have been due to infections comprised 32 per cent.  

Finally, it is worth looking at the age distribution of the non-specific causes of death (Figure 2).  

Deaths at all ages other than the oldest were attributed to ‘decline’, but the proportion of all deaths 

attributed to this cause peaked at ages 15-19, 20-24 and 25-29 years.  It seems plausible that many of 

these deaths were the result of undiagnosed tuberculosis, which was common at these ages when 

other causes of death were not, and which undoubtedly was responsible for a large proportion of the 

deaths to these young adults.  At ages over 80 years, the vast majority of deaths were attributed to 

‘old age’. 

Clearly, the late eighteenth century was an era of primitive diagnosis of causes of death.  However, 

the results of this analysis suggest that, within the constraints of lack of knowledge, the person who 

wrote the Odiham burial register in the last two decades of the eighteenth century listed causes of 

death in a sensible and cautious manner, giving specific causes where these were fairly clear, noting 

obvious symptoms where a specific cause could not be identified, and ⸺ in cases where no obvious 

symptoms existed ⸺ being content to describe the cause of death in non-specific terms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 E.A. Wrigley and R.S. Schofield, The Population History of England 1541-1871: a Reconstruction (Cambridge, 1989, 
p. 529. 
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Table 1  Deaths by age: Odiham 1784-1799 

Age in years Number of deaths 

0 64 

1-4 46 

5-9 30 

10-14 16 

15-19 21 

20-24 21 

25-29 16 

30-34 18 

35-39 28 

40-44 23 

45-49 18 

50-54 30 

55-59 26 

60-64 21 

65-69 27 

70-74 38 

75-79 19 

80-84 12 

85 and over 7 
 

Table 2 Reported causes of death in Odiham, 1784-1799 

 

Cause as stated Number of deaths 

Decline 154 

Fever 93 

Dropsy 44 

Old age 36 

Whooping cough 22 

Fit 20 

Palsy 15 

Smallpox 14 

Consumption 13 

Gout 9 

Measles 9 

Childbirth 7 

Sudden death 7 

Cancer 6 

Inflammation 6 
 

Notes: Other causes mentioned, with the number of cases in brackets, were: ‘inflammation of the 

bowls’ (4), ‘aschma’ (4), ‘accidental’ (4), ‘apoplexy’ (4), ‘mortification’ (2), ‘burns’ (1), ‘burst 

blood vessel while coughing’ (1), ‘suicide’ (1), ‘jaundice’ (1), ‘chalich’ (1), ‘gravel’ (1), ‘ague’ (1) 

and ‘the thrush’ (1). 

 

Source: Hampshire Record Office. Burial register of Odiham, 1784-1799.  

Notes: Complete records only.  

Deaths described as ‘infant’ were 

assumed to be aged under one year. 

 

Source: Hampshire Record Office. 

Burial register of Odiham, 1784-1799. 
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Table 3  Reported causes of death in Odiham, 1784-1799, grouped into categories 

Category 

 

Causes of death as stated Number of deaths 

Non-specific ‘Decline’, ‘old age’, ‘fit’, ‘sudden death’, 

inflammation’, ‘chalich’ 

 

214 

Infections ‘Fever’, ‘whooping cough’, ‘smallpox’, 

‘consumption’, ‘measles’, ‘the thrush’, 

‘ague’, ‘burst blood vessel while coughing’ 

 

154 

Circulatory disease 

 

‘Dropsy’, ‘mortification’ 

 

46 

Childbirth 

 

 7 

Other causes 

 

 60 

Source: Hampshire Record Office. Burial register of Odiham, 1784-1799. 

 

Figure 2  Percentage of deaths attributed to ‘decline’ and ‘old age’ for different age groups, 

Odiham 1784-1799 

 

Source: Hampshire Record Office. Burial register of Odiham, 1784-1799. 
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Local Population Studies 

Society  
 

 

 

Local Population Studies Society Prize 

Entries are invited for the Local Population Studies Society Prize. 

The prize will be offered each year for the best original essay or paper published in Local 

Population Studies by an author who is 

 

EITHER  a student (at any stage of study) 

OR    an early-career researcher based at a university or college   

   (within five years of completing a PhD) 

OR    a non-university-based researcher. 

 

The winner will receive free membership of the Local Population Studies Society (LPSS) 

for three years, to include registration fees for conferences organised by the Society 

during those three years (this would normally be a total of six conferences).  

The prize will be offered in 2021 for articles published in Local Population Studies 106 or 

107.  It will include free membership of LPSS for the calendar years 2022-2024. 

Please submit entries to the Editor, Dr Andrew Hinde at 

editor@localpopulationstudies.org.uk OR PRAHinde@aol.com.  Any enquiries as to 

eligibility should also be addressed to Dr Hinde. 

 

  

mailto:editor@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
mailto:PRAHinde@aol.com
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Internet Resources 

Atlas of 19th century entrepreneurs from the census 

Bob Bennett (University of Cambridge) 

A new resource was launched at Campop7 in early April enabling population studies researchers, 

students and schools to look at the geography of entrepreneurs recorded in the censuses of England, 

Wales and Scotland for 1851-1911. This is a new database and Atlas of Entrepreneurship, which is 

available at: https://www.bbce.uk/atlas/ 

 

Screen shot of the Atlas - for the total of all entrepreneurs by Census Registration Sub-District 

(RSD) in 1881 

The Atlas offers many possibilities: to view the geographical patterns, learn about the historic 

developments over the period, and download much of the data either as Excel files or GIS files. The 

entrepreneurs are all the self-employed of the period, including those employers on farms or firms 

who recorded their employee numbers.  The raw data was recorded in the censuses by households 

 
7 the University of Cambridge’s Group for the History of Population and Social Structure, see 
https://www.campop.geog.cam.ac.uk/ 

https://www.bbce.uk/atlas/
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and enumerators, but very little was published because the clerical task of coding it was difficult, and 

the financial resource given to the census administrators was deemed too small!  

As a consequence very little analysis has been previously possible of the census records of employers 

and self-employed. John Clapham, in volumes 2 and 3 of his magisterial Economic History of Modern 

Britain published in the 1930s, took the few tables that had been published and analysed them. He 

found them disappointing because of patchy coverage. The digital records of the censuses 1851—

1911 now available in I-CeM (the University of Essex’s Integrated Census Microdata Project)8 allow 

a fuller job to be done.  All the original enumerators’ records can be analysed in a way that was 

beyond the census clerks. All the occupational strings can be searched by algorithm and the relevant 

records identified. The data contain such complex records as ‘alderman, J.P., cotton miller employing 

1,000 worker, 600 women, 200 men 150 girls and 50 boys also farmer of 300 acres with 10 hands.’ 

These long alphanumeric strings can be identified, parsed and coded appropriately.  A paper by 

Bennett and Newton in Local Population Studies, 2015, 29-49, describes the method. It gives unique 

data on firm size for farmers and everyone else. 

This method has been developed by the research team under Prof. Bob Bennett at Campop: Carry van 

Lieshout, Harry Smith, Piero Montebruno, and Gill Newton. The results give 300-400,000 employers 

per census year, and 1.5-2 million self-employed who operated ‘on own account’ without employees. 

This database underpins the Atlas, and is available to anyone (not just researchers with academic 

affiliations) at the UK Data Archive/Service: The British Business Census of Entrepreneurs 

(BBCE): https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=8600 

The BBCE data are extracted from I-CeM. The database gives the coding of the all the farm and non-

farm entrepreneurs by their employment status. This can then be linked to I-CeM through each 

individual’s identifier (RecID). But BBCE goes beyond I-CeM in several respects: it has most 

employer data for farmers and non-farmers for 1871 in England and Wales which is missing in I-

CeM; it gives a few additional people lost in the transcriptions that I-CeM rely on, as well as infilling 

many occupational descriptions that have been truncated; and it enriches I-CeM with a range of other 

information, including identifying individuals as company directors using record linkage to 

directories.  

Any researcher wanting the data for individuals must still go to the full BBCE data deposit and I-

CeM (access to which is restricted). But for aggregated data by Registration Sub-District (RSD), 

counties. regions, towns and urban areas, the Atlas and BBCE website provide the data as direct 

downloads. This can be done directly from a given screen such as that shown here. This should be 

very valuable for inspecting the basic data to help frame research projects, and for student and school 

coursework activities: especially useful for remote working.  

 
8 I-CeM has produced a standardised integrated dataset of the censuses of England and Wales, 1851-1861, 1881-1911 
and Scotland, 1851-1901, see https://www1.essex.ac.uk/history/research/icem/ 
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The BBCE and Atlas data aligned and continued to the modern census 

A further key benefit is that the design of the BBCE and Atlas coding uses modern approaches to 

post-survey processing of the historical censuses. This imposes a quality standard that historical 

clerks could not meet, and adjustment methods UK census administrators had not developed until the 

1960s. This has allowed the data to be aligned so that consistent comparisons are possible up to the 

present day. The figure shows employers and own account in BBCE as a proportion of the working 

population. The development up to the 2011 census shows the Victorians to have had a higher rate of 

self-employment than any time since.  It also turns out that it was particularly high for women.  

Entrepreneurship by sex is available on the Atlas site, which allows you to look at the spatial patterns.  

The Atlas is a development of the software from Alice Reid’s https://www.populationspast.org which 

was launched at the LPSS annual meeting in 2017. The main research findings for entrepreneurship 

have been published in: Bennett, R.J., Smith, H., van Lieshout, C., Montebruno, P., Newton, G., 2019. 

The Age of Entrepreneurship: Business proprietors, self-employment and corporations since 1851. 

Routledge International Studies in Business History, London and New York. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315160375 

 

NOTE: Prof. Bennett will be talking about this project at the LPSS/GoONS Webinar seminar 

series this autumn, see p. 22.  
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Archives: To visit or not to visit – that is the question9 

Paul Tomblin 

      

      

 

What is it that gets people interested in family history? Is it a realisation that, to most people, the 

history of the family is of little importance when they are young since, at the time, there are many 

more exciting things to do? Probably, it is only later in life that there is an awareness that those stories 

Grandad, or Grandma (substitute other family relations as appropriate) used to tell repeatedly had 

some personal relevance. Those stories were politely listened to, but minds were on other things at 

the time and the finer details became forgotten. At some stage, when an interest in family history 

blossoms and those people who could give first-hand accounts of events in the family history are 

dead, a familiar phrase is heard ‘Oh I wish I had asked or listened to ‘so and so’ about their life when 

they were alive’. 

Having embarked on family history, the participants appear to fall into several general categories. 

The first category is mainly concerned with taking the family tree back in time as far as possible, the 

earlier the dates that can be quoted the better. The second group may be part of the first, but their 

main interest is finding as many distant relatives as possible – entering the realms of third cousins, 

twice removed and beyond. So, the more people in their tree the better. Others are really only 

interested in finding out if they are related to the aristocracy or royalty. A trawl of any website offering 

access to family trees will reveal extreme examples of all these.  

The common denominator of the above is that, in the main, most of it can be achieved by sitting at 

home in front of a computer, with a subscription to one or more of the genealogy sites. For many, 

access to other people’s family trees adds further branches without bothering to do any research. 

Whether that information is accurate is anyone’s guess. 

There is, however, another group of researchers who are more interested in putting their family history 

into historical context – the ones who want to put ‘the flesh onto the family tree skeleton’. The ones, 

 
9 Images from www.derbyshire.gov.uk; https:www.hants.gov.uk; https://archives.wales; 

http://www.gwentarchives.gov.uk/, www.visitloncoln.com 
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who, if they are writing an article for a family history journal, want to go beyond the scope of many 

articles which just outline a person’s life from one census to the next without any further details. 

Although representatives from all categories can be met at the archives, this latter group is the one 

that is likely to make the most use of the archives’ documents other than parish registers and the 

censuses. They are also the most likely to make nostalgic references to visits to St. Catherine’s House 

and the National Archives.  

Whilst visiting the local archives to see what registers/transcriptions were available for the LPSS 

Parish Register Project, a frequent comment made there was about the many people who do their 

family history at home in front of a computer and don’t make use of the material that is available in 

the archives. For the same reason, even before the coronavirus lockdown caused the National 

Archives to close, local societies were struggling to make trips to the National Archives financially 

viable. 

As well as the census and births, marriages and deaths records that are widely available on the 

genealogy websites, the number of parish register records being added continues to grow. In many 

cases, but not all, images and/or indexes are also given. This must certainly, in some people’s mind, 

decrease the incentive to visit the local archive(s).  

For the Parish Register Project, two parish register transcriptions were selected, one produced by the 

Derbyshire Family History Society (Derbyshire FHS) and the other by the Derbyshire Ancestral 

Research Group (DARG). These were then checked against the images of the registers and their 

accompanying transcriptions online, to check their accuracy. Images, whether at the archives on 

microfiche or online are often not of the high quality to be expected with modern cameras. Three 

online genealogy websites were used to check the two parish transcriptions, one had only a 

transcription, whilst the other two had both images and transcriptions. Although some errors are to 

be expected with transcriptions, both locally produced transcriptions proved to be the most accurate. 

One website was showing the same marriages as appearing in three different parishes. Occasionally, 

the same marriage will be entered in different parish registers, but these entries consistently showed 

that most marriages were also taking place, on the same date, in a parish some 32 miles away.  

Further problems with the online transcriptions for the Parish Register Project, was that, in some 

cases, entries which were only partially unreadable but showed relationships had been omitted. For 

example: ‘xxxx, son of John xxxx, was baptised 11 July 1600’ was in the Society transcription, but 

did not appear online. Nor did several perfectly clear register entries appear online – a result of 

transcribing a transcription? At times, dates of the entries for banns or marriage licences were treated 

as the actual marriage dates. The DARG transcriptions also had the advantage in that they had been 

checked against the Bishop Transcripts.    

Thomas Pakeman’s burial on 20/11/1891 at Somersal Herbert is available on one website as a 

transcription only. The accompanying register notes are omitted: ‘Patriarch of the parish, Born & 

Bapt. 21 May 1801. His birthday said to be 21 May 1801. - A good old man, respected by everyone.  

Sensible & intelligent & a clever handicraftsman. For many years Rector's churchwarden & Tenant 

of the Rectory Glebe, both of wh. positions he held at his death.’  

This is a non-representative selection: a more valid test of the online transcriptions will be achieved 

as more Derbyshire parishes are prepared for inclusion in the new Parish Register Project website.  
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In a sense, the local archives could be ahead ‘on points’ as to accuracy, but a long way behind in 

terms of convenience of obtaining information.    

Might the local archives have other advantages? Researchers can ask for advice from both web based 

genealogical sites and local history sites. The choice is between someone who has to be prepared to 

answer questions that could be about anything contained in a huge genealogical database or an 

enthusiast specifically interested in, and who probably has been researching for years, the same area 

as yourself. This same enthusiast may have contacts with local history groups who may well hold 

further relevant information.  

Another point to bear in mind is that the new material appearing on the genealogical websites is often 

information that has already been prepared by, and available from, local or family history societies.   

Within any county there are different sizes of archives other than the County Archives. Derbyshire, 

like other counties, has many local history groups, of which some have a web presence. One of the 

problems that these groups face is falling membership and less use of their archives, thereby reducing 

revenue, the perceived reason being that it is partly due to the material now available online.  

Two examples of Derbyshire societies are DARG which is providing us with its Pinxton parish 

register transcriptions - details of their holdings are available at http://darg.gukutils.org.uk. The other 

is the Derbyshire FHS whose details can be found at https://www.dfhs.org.uk – search under 

Downloads area, which gives a listing of the documents now online, though access is available to 

members only. This is by no means a comprehensive list of the local material that the society holds, 

but it is the familiar tale that this data needs to be put in a format suitable for the web and volunteers 

are in short supply. 

Looking at the apparent wealth of databases available on the online genealogical websites it is easy 

to overlook the fact that this is only a small proportion of the material that is held by archives. The 

choice is, do your research online - many people do appear to be quite satisfied with this or is it 

possible to flesh out that family tree skeleton by seeking out the wealth of additional material held by 

the various archives. Hopefully, the more people who can be encouraged to adopt this latter option, 

the more competent they become and the better the information they produce. 

 

 

 

NOTE: Dr. Hinde will be talking about the LPSS Parish Register Project at the LPSS/GoONS 

Webinar seminar series this autumn, see p. 22. 

 

http://darg.gukutils.org.uk/
https://www.dfhs.org.uk/
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Can you help? 

LPSS is planning to put all its past issues of the Newsletter onto its 

website. 

The LPSS Newsletter has been produced since the late 1980s and its back issues provide 

insights into the changing interests of the Society’s members. We have copies of many of 

its back issues, but not all. 

Issues we don’t have copies of: 1-5, 7-13, 15, 20, 22, 27, 34, 55, 59. 

If you have a copy of any of these and might be able to send it to us either digitally by 

scanning your copy or in the post (if you no longer have a use for it) please get in touch 

with Sue Jones newsletter@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 

                       

                                    Issue 6 1991               Issue 31 2002                Issue 66 2020 

LPSS Future Projects 

In addition to the Parish Register project, LPSS is keen to initiate other projects which will enable 

members to engage with each other, the committee and the editorial board more directly.  

At present we are discussing possible future projects and considering a range of topics related to 

local population studies, broadly interpreted. It would be helpful to know which topics would be 

of particular interest to members, so readers are encouraged to suggest topics or sources which 

might form the basis of such a project. In addition, if you would like join the committee that is 

being set up to oversee future projects then please get in touch by sending an email to 

eilidh.garrett@btinternet.com. 

 In initiating these projects we aim to strengthen the sense of community within the Society, widen 

membership and promote local population studies more generally. 

 

mailto:newsletter@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
mailto:eilidh.garrett@btinternet.com
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University of Oxford, Department of Continuing Education, MSc in English 

Local History 

Heather Falvey 

This two-year part-time MSc course is designed to 

combine systematic training in historical research 

techniques with the study of a range of major local 

historical themes and the chance to undertake an 

individually-researched dissertation.  There are five taught 

terms, examined by written assignments; students spend the final term working on their dissertation.  

The weekly classes (8 per term) are face-to-face.10 In the first term sessions focus on the development 

of local history as a subject; theoretical issues for local historians; the nature of historical evidence; 

finding, extracting and organising historical information; the strengths, weaknesses and potential uses 

of fieldwork; qualitative and quantitative source materials; and skills required for interpreting maps 

and buildings as sources for local history.  One term each year concentrates on the skills required to 

interpret documentary sources: early modern, and either medieval or modern documents.  In the other 

two terms special subjects taught by specialists are offered on topics from medieval to modern.  

Options might include the Poor Laws; early modern communities; nineteenth century religion; early 

twentieth century suburbs.   

MSc students have access not only to the excellent library at Rewley House, but also to the 

University’s main libraries and its electronic resources.  Some students join the course because they 

already have a particular subject, or series of documents, that they wish research for their dissertation; 

others join to learn in general and subsequently discover topics of interest. Students need to identify 

a dissertation topic during the first year so that research can be undertaken over the long vacation.   

Dissertation topics are varied. Recent ones have included the late-sixteenth century knitting industry 

in Norwich; the management of the almshouse in early modern Ewelme; the working lives of 

bargemen on the Wey Navigation in Surrey; the work of William Hurlin, one of the earliest London 

City Mission missionaries within the community of Kingsland, Hackney, 1840-49; a study of the 

servants working in Oxford colleges in the twentieth century. 

Studying for this MSc would be beneficial for members of the LPSS who have been collecting data 

or transcribing documents and who wish to analyse their findings and draw them together in written 

form.  The length of a 15,000 word dissertation enables one to examine such material in depth as well 

as to place it in its context. The benefit of the expertise of a specialist supervisor brings new insights 

to the material.  Subsequently some dissertations have been adapted for publication in LPS. Some 

MSc students go on to study at doctoral level at Oxford and elsewhere. 

 

 

 

 

 
10 In normal circumstances. 
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Book Club News 

 

 

News from the Local Population History Book Club, from Peter Franklin 
 

 

The End 

 

The Committee has now decided that the Book Club will close, and we have agreed a date of 31 

December 2020. 

 

So we will join the list of long-established booksellers which have gone to the wall in recent years.  

In this part of the world we have lost Wardleworth's and Seed and Gabbutt, amongst others.  I am 

sure that readers will think of other names from their own areas. 

 

 

The Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

We have continued to operate during the present crisis, and have sent out orders to customers who 

have been listening to the commentators on BBC Radio 4 extolling the benefits of reading through 

the lockdown. 

 

There have been some delays to Royal Mail deliveries, but no real problems have been encountered.  

 

We are continuing to operate normally at present. 

 

We still have 39 of the titles listed on the Society's website, but in many cases only a few copies of 

each remain.  We have reprinted the List below and given the figures. 

The Book Club has been a long term fixture of the Society for several decades, providing volumes 

of interest to members at prices well below those seen on bookshop shelves. Sadly, however, 

book-buying habits have changed in recent years and Book Club orders have declined. In the 

Society's recent survey members indicated that they enjoyed browsing the Book Cub stock when 

a stall was provided at conferences, but the Club is no longer their first port-of-call when they 

wish to purchase a book. The Committee have therefore taken the decision to close the Book 

Club in its current form and consider how we might best reformat it to serve members in this 

more digital age. 

The Committee are sure that members of the Society will join them in expressing their grateful 

thanks to Peter Franklin and Terry Shaw for the very considerable effort, dedication and 

numerous journeys which they put into running the Book Club over a great many years to the 

benefit of us all. Thank you, Peter and Terry! 
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You can see more details of each title if you click on 'Book Club' on the home page of the Society's 

website, or if you do not have ready access to the internet, please feel free to contact me at my postal 

address and I will be happy to send you information. 

 

 

Prices and Ordering 

 

We are still offering our titles at a 30 per cent discount, as announced in Newsletter 63.  And 

everything is post free except for overseas orders, on which postage is charged at cost.  

 

To place an order, please contact me either by email at peter.franklin1066@gmail.com, or by post at    

46 Fountain Street, Accrington, Lancashire BB5 0QP. 

 

 

Recommended Reading 

 

We still have some copies of Eamon Duffy's The Voices of Morebath. Reformation and Rebellion in 

an English Village, (Yale U.P., 2001), one of our most popular books, which tells the surprisingly 

dramatic story of how the Reformation unfolded in what might have been supposed to be a quiet 

corner of Devon, at £8-40, post free.  And we can also recommend Keith Wrightson's Ralph Tailor's 

Summer. A Scrivener, his City and the Plague, (Yale U.P., 2011), an account of events in seventeenth-

century Newcastle-upon-Tyne which seems quite well-suited to the present times, at £13-00, post 

free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revised Price List, showing numbers of copies in stock at 1 August 2020 

 

T. Arkell, N. Evans & N. Goose, eds, When Death Do Us Part: 

Understanding and Interpreting the Probate Records of Early 

Modern England, (L.P.S., 2000), p/b 

£ 9-40 6 copies 

M.L. Bush, The Casualties of Peterloo, (Carnegie Publishing Ltd, 

2005), h/b 

£ 9-75 7 copies 

P. Croot, The World of the Small Farmer. Tenure, Profit and 

Politics in the Early Modern Somerset Levels, (Univ. of 

Hertfordshire Press, 2017), p/b 

£13-25 5 copies 

B. Cullingford, British Chimney Sweeps. Five Centuries of 

Chimney Sweeping, (New Amsterdam Books, 2000), p/b 

£ 4-45 3 copies 

B. Dodds, Peasants and Production in the Medieval North-East. 

The Evidence from Tithes, 1270-1536, (Boydell Press, 2007), h/b 

£14-00 2 copies 

E. Duffy, The Voices of Morebath. Reformation and Rebellion in 

an English Village, (Yale U.P., 2001), p/b 

£ 8-40 6 copies 

mailto:peter.franklin1066@gmail.com.b
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C. Dyer, A. Hopper, E. Lord & N. Tringham, eds, New Directions 

in Local History since Hoskins, (Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 

2011), p/b 

£11-00 2 copies 

C. Dyer & R. Jones, eds, Deserted Villages Revisited, (Univ. of 

Hertfordshire Press, 2010), p/b 

£ 9-70 5 copies 

J. Etherington, The Bonfire Societies of Lewes, 1800-1913: A 

study in nominal record linkage, (L.P.S.S., 1996), p/b 

£ 1-75 7 copies 

E. Garrett, C. Galley, N. Shelton & R. Woods, eds, Infant 

Mortality: A Continuing Social Problem, (Ashgate, 2006), h/b 

£35-75 3 copies 

E. Gooder, Latin for Local History. An Introduction, (Longman, 

2nd edn with corrections and additions 1979), p/b 

£18-15 4 copies 

N. Goose, ed., Women’s Work in Industrial England, Regional and 

Local Perspectives, (L.P.S., 2007), p/b 

£ 9-70 8 copies 

N. Goose & L. Luu, eds, Immigrants in Tudor and Early Stuart 

England, (Sussex Academic Press, 2005), p/b 

£17-45 4 copies 

N. Goose & L. Moden, A History of Doughty's Hospital, Norwich, 

1687-2009, (Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 2010), p/b 

£ 6-95 8 copies 

J. Hare, A Prospering Society. Wiltshire in the Later Middle Ages, 

(Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 2011), p/b 

£13-25 5 copies 

D. Hey, Family History and Local History in England, (Longman, 

1987), p/b 

£19-45 2 copies 

D. Hey, ed., The Oxford Companion to Family and Local History, 

(Oxford U.P., 2nd edn 2008), h/b 

£ 9-75 7 copies 

E. Higgs, Life, Death and Statistics. Civil Registration, Censuses 

and the Work of the General Register Office, 1835-1952, (L.P.S., 

2004), p/b 

£ 8-10 2 copies 

P. Horn, Life Below Stairs in the twentieth century, (Amberley 

Publishing, revised edn 2010), p/b 

£ 5-90 2 copies 

R. Jones & C. Dyer, eds, Farmers, Consumers, Innovators. The 

world of Joan Thirsk, (Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 2017), p/b 

£11-85 5 copies 

S. King & G. Gear, eds, A Caring County? Social welfare in 

Hertfordshire from 1600, (Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 2013), p/b 

£11-85 5 copies 

R. Liddiard, ed., The Medieval Park. New Perspectives, 

(Windgather Press, 2007), p/b 

£ 9-30 4 copies 

M.K. McIntosh, Poor Relief and Community in Hadleigh, Suffolk, 

1547-1600, (Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 2013), p/b 

£12-30 5 copies 

M.K. McIntosh, Poor Relief in England, 1350-1600, (Cambridge 

U.P., 2013), p/b 

£14-25 3 copies 

M.E. Mate, Women in Medieval English Society, (Cambridge U.P., 

1999), p/b 

£ 9-75 6 copies 

D. Mills, Rural Community History from Trade Directories, 

(L.P.S., 2000), p/b 

£ 1-00 7 copies 

D. Mills & K. Schürer, eds, Local communities in the Victorian 

census enumerators' books, (Leopard's Head Press, 1996), p/b 

£ 8-10 3 copies 

Poole Borough Archives, Poole Census 1574, (Poole Borough 

Council, 1992), p/b 

£ 4-20 3 copies 

C.G. Pooley & J. Turnbull, Migration and mobility in Britain 

since the eighteenth century, (Routledge, 2003), p/b 

£25-35 2 copies 

P. Razzell, Mortality, Marriage and Population Growth in 

England, 1550-1850, (Caliban Books, 2016), p/b 

£ 7-00 10 copies 
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R. Schofield, Parish Register Aggregate Analyses: the Population 

History of England database and introductory guide, (inc. CD-

Rom), (L.P.S., 1998), p/b 

£ 4-20 1 copy 

K. Schürer & T. Arkell, eds, Surveying the People. The 

interpretation and use of document sources for the study of 

population in the later seventeenth century, (Leopard's Head 

Press, 1992), p/b   

£ 5-00 8 copies 

S. Scott & C.J. Duncan, Biology of Plagues: Evidence from 

Historical Populations, (Cambridge U.P., 2001), h/b 

£42-25 2 copies 

P. Slavin, Bread and Ale for the Brethren. The Provisioning of 

Norwich Cathedral Priory, 1260-1536, (Univ. of Hertfordshire 

Press, 2012), p/b 

£13-95 3 copies 

C. Thornton, J. Ward & N. Wiffen, eds, The Fighting Essex 

Soldier. Recruitment, war and society in the fourteenth century, 

(Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 2017), p/b 

£13-25 3 copies 

M. Whitfield, The Bristol Microscopists and the Cholera 

Epidemic of 1849, (Avon Local History & Archaeology Books 

No.9, 2011), p/b 

£ 2-25 5 copies 

S. Williams, Poverty, Gender and Life-Cycle under the English 

Poor Law, 1760-1834, (Boydell & Brewer, 2011), h/b 

£32-50 2 copies 

K. Wrightson, Ralph Tailor’s Summer. A Scrivener, his City and 

the Plague, (Yale U.P., 2011), h/b 

£13-00 3 copies 

 

Abbreviations used;- 

 

L.P.S. =  Local Population Studies  U.P. =  University Press 

h/b =  hardback    p/b =  paperback 
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Webinar Series – Widening Horizons 

                                                                              

We had intended the Society’s autumn conference to be a joint event with the Guild of One-name 

Studies. However, we have now agreed with the Guild that the presentations planned for the 

conference will instead be delivered by a series of webinars on Wednesday evenings in October 

and November, probably commencing at 7.30pm or 8.00pm.  

Further information will be available on the LPSS website 

http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/ and will be emailed to members nearer to the time. 

The webinars will look at ways of collecting, analysing and interpreting data obtained in the 

process of one-name studies or local population analysis. The provisional programme is:  

Looking at single trees and whole orchards: how genealogists and demographers can work 

together Eilidh Garrett (University of Cambridge) 

Mortality and Morbidity – a One-Family study   Elizabeth Green 

Creating a publicly available common format database of parish register data on baptisms, 

marriages and burials Andy Hinde (University of Southampton) 

One-Place Studies – thinking laterally: how a one-place study can support surname and 

population studies Pam Smith (Co-Founder ‘Name and Place’) 

Identifying business proprietors from the census; and using the online Atlas on 

entrepreneurship Bob Bennett (University of Cambridge) 

The Ruby One-Name Collaborative Study:  how it worked and what I learned Nikki Brown 

 

AGM REMINDER 

The LPSS AGM will take place ONLINE on Tuesday 1st September at 7PM, via Zoom. 

Members should have already received details of how to join the AGM.  

Any queries to Rowena Burgess secretary@localpopulationstudies.org.uk  

 

http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
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Roger Schofield Memorial Conference  
12th September 2020 

 
To be hosted online via Zoom by the Local Population Studies Society and the Cambridge Group for the 

History of Population and Social Structure, School of Geography, University of Cambridge. 

 

Zoom meeting codes will be pre-circulated to those registering for the conference. 

The conference papers and pre-recorded long presentations will be available for delegates to view in advance 

on the LPSS website. 

 

13.45 – 14.00 Delegates are welcome to log into/join the zoom meeting. The conference will start 

promptly at 14.00. 

14.00 - 14.10  Introduction 

14.10 - 14.20  Richard Smith (Cambridge) “Roger Schofield, historian and demographer: an appreciation.”    

14.20 - 14.30  Jim Oeppen (Odense) “Genealogies as a Source for Demographic and Genetic Studies: some 

estimates of bias.”  

14.30 - 14.40  Simon Szreter (Cambridge) “Early modern family, demography, economy and government 

policy.” 

14.40 - 15.15  Question and Answer session 

15.15 - 15.30 Break 

15.30 - 15.40 Rosemary Leadbeater (Oxford Brookes) “'I think it highly necessary to have it done before 

they go out into the World'; Inoculation, responsibility and patterns of familial transmission of 

smallpox in the eighteenth century.” 

15.40 - 15.50 Samantha Williams (Cambridge) “Plague and poor relief in Cambridge, 1665-66”  

15.50 - 16.15 Question and Answer session 

16.15 - 16.25 David Cressy (Ohio, Claremont Graduate University) “Literacy, Social Structure, and 

Local Social Dramas.”  

16.25 - 16.35 David Levine (Toronto) “The Rich Past and Desiccated Future of Parish Register 

Demography.”  

16.35 - 16.45 DeLloyd Guth (Manitoba) “Taxation, Writs, and Populations: The One and the Many: Roger 

Schofield Measures History.” 

16.45 - 17.20  Question and Answer session 

17.20 - 17.30  Concluding remarks 

17.30 - 18.30  Conference closes, but please feel free to stay online to remember Roger by exchanging 

reminiscences and anecdotes with other participants 

This conference is free, but please register in advance by completing the attached form and emailing it to 

conferences@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

Please register by 8 September 2020 to ensure you receive your zoom and access codes.  
 

The Society gratefully acknowledges the offer of financial contributions towards the conference from  
the British Society for Population Studies, the Economic History Society & the Social History Society  

 

 

mailto:conferences@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
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Saturday 12 September 2020  

Roger Schofield Memorial Conference 
REGISTRATION FORM 

============================================================= 

This conference is free to attend but you must register in advance. 
You will be sent the zoom access code and password to access the conference papers 

approximately one week before the conference takes place. 

 

Name  

Address  

Post Code  

Email Address  

Contact Telephone 

No. 
 

 

 I am a member of the Local Population Studies Society. 

 

If you are not a member of the society and you would like to join us please go to 

http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/the-society/join/ for more information 
 

 I consent to the secure storage of my personal data for the purposes of the conference 

administration.  My details will not be passed to any other organisation. 
 

 I would like to receive details of any future LPSS events and conferences. 
[You may withdraw your consent at any time by advising the LPSS membership secretary: Rowena.burgess@uea.ac.uk] 

 
 

Signature_____________________________________________________   Date____________________ 
 

Please email your completed form to conferences@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 
or post to  

Karen Rothery, LPSS, 13 Sherrards Park Road, Welwyn Garden City, Herts, AL8 7JW 
 

Closing date for registration is Tuesday 8 September 2020 
 

For further information or general enquiries about the conference, please e-mail: 
conferences@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 

http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/the-society/join/
mailto:Rowena.burgess@uea.ac.uk
mailto:conferences@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
mailto:conferences@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
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Roger Schofield Memorial Conference 

Speakers’ brief biographies11  

 
Prof. Richard Smith, Emeritus Professor of Historical Geography and 

Demography at Cambridge University and Fellow of Downing College, studied for 

his Ph.D. under Roger’s supervision, and eventually succeeded him as director of 

the Cambridge Group. Richard’s doctoral research was on medieval English 

peasant inheritance practices. Later he would use manorial court rolls and taxation 

records to analyse medieval marriage patterns and practices and continues to have 

an interest in the use of such records to determine the size of England’s late medieval population.  As 

Director of the Wellcome Unit for the History of Medicine at the University of Oxford, Richard 

combined the study of historical demography with the social history of medicine to research ageing 

and support systems for the elderly in particular. More recently his research focused on the English 

Old Poor Law and its impact on mortality and his latest project considers epidemiological change 

within the English urban system across the three and a half centuries from 1600. 

 

Prof. Jim Oeppen collaborated with Roger, Tony Wrigley and Ros Davies on two 

of the most influential works in English Historical Demography: The Population 

History of England, 1541-1871: A Reconstruction and English Population History 

from Family Reconstitution, 1580-1837. He is widely credited with developing the 

‘generalised inverse projection’ method of population estimation used to great 

effect in the first volume. Jim has gone on to work first at the Max Planck Institute 

for Demographic Research in Rostock, Germany, before moving to the 

Interdisciplinary Centre on Population Dynamics at the University of Southern 

Denmark, where he is an Associate Professor. He works on a variety of topics including long-term 

changes in life-expectancy, and forecasting mortality and cause of death, as well as investigating 

urban-rural differences in mortality, compositional data, and missing data problems. 

 

 

Prof. Simon Szreter is Professor of History and Public Policy, University 

of Cambridge, and Fellow of St John’s College. He was one of Roger’s 

Ph.D. students, 1979-83, and was appointed University Lecturer in Modern 

Demographic History in 1984. In 2002 he co-founded History & Policy, 

www.historyandpolicy.org.  He has researched, written and taught 

extensively on ideas, concepts, registers and measures of population; on 

public health and mortality; on reproduction, gender relations and sexuality; 

and the relationship between history and public policy. His principal 

publications include Fertility Class and Gender in Britain 1860-1940 (1996), Health and Wealth. 

Studies in History and Policy (2005), Sex Before the Sexual Revolution: intimate life in England, 

1918-1963 (co-authored with Kate Fisher 2010), Registration and Recognition. Documenting the 

 
11 Speakers’ photos from their academic websites 
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Person in World History (co-edited with Keith Breckenridge 2012) and most recently the edited 

volume, The Hidden Affliction: sexually-transmitted infections and infertility in history (2019). 

Widely-cited articles have appeared in Social History of Medicine, Economic History Review, 

Population and Development Review, American Journal of Public Health, International Journal of 

Epidemiology, and World Development.  In 2019 he co-authored with Hilary Cooper and Ben Szreter, 

Incentivising an Ethical Economics, which was the joint winner of the inaugural 2019 IPPR 

Economics prize.  

 

Dr. Rosemary Leadbeater completed her Ph.D. in 2016 as a mature 

student at Oxford Brookes University. Her thesis examined the 

incidence, spread, experience and prevention of smallpox in the 

eighteenth century. This led her to conclude that parental immunity to 

smallpox was a key factor in protecting young children in the home 

environment, and that community containment and isolation practices 

were successful in impeding the disease. She also explored the role of the inoculator and extent of 

inoculation practice in Oxfordshire and its surrounds from the 1760s onwards. Her wider research 

scrutinised the position of the smallpox carer, revealing high levels of both stress and resilience, 

concluding that spousal, parental and kinship networks were vital components of care. Rosemary 

received a grant from the Roger Schofield Research Fund to help her pursue her work in the early 

days of her research and now teaches social history and the history of medicine at Oxford Brookes 

University.  

 

Dr. Samantha Williams is Reader in Social History and Academic Director for 

History at the Institute of Continuing Education, University of Cambridge, as well 

as an Official Fellow and Director of Studies in History at Girton College. She 

has a BA in History at the University of Lancaster, and a M.Sc. in Economic and 

Social History from Oxford. She completed her Ph.D. on poverty and welfare 

provision under the Old Poor Law at the Cambridge Group for the History of 

Population and Social Structure, to which she is still affiliated. She is the author 

of Poverty, Gender and Life-Cycle Under the English Poor Law, 1760-1834 and 

Unmarried motherhood in the metropolis, 1700–1850: pregnancy, the poor law and provision. In 

2011 Samantha received a grant from the Roger Schofield Research Fund which helped to fund some 

of the research for the Unmarried Motherhood book. 

 

Prof. David Cressy is Humanities Distinguished Professor Emeritus at Ohio 

State University and Research Professor of History at Claremont Graduate 

University in California. He studied social and economic history with Roger at 

Clare College, and became Roger’s first graduate student at the Cambridge 

Group before moving to America. His publications include Literacy and the 

Social Order: Reading and Writing in Tudor and Stuart 

England (1980); Coming Over: Migration and Communication between 



 
© LPSS 2020 Charity No. 326626   27 

 

England and New England in the Seventeenth Century (1987); Bonfires and Bells: National Memory 

and the Protestant Calendar in Elizabethan and Stuart England (1989); Religion and Society in Early 

Modern England (1996); Birth, Marriage and Death: Ritual, Religion and the Life Cycle in Tudor 

and Stuart England (1997); Travesties and Transgressions in Tudor and Stuart England: Tales of 

Discord and Dissension (2000); England on Edge: Crisis and Revolution 1640-

1642 (2006); Dangerous Talk: Scandalous, Seditious and Treasonable Speech in Pre-Modern 

England (2010): Saltpeter, the Mother of Gunpowder (2013); Charles I and the People of 

England (2015); and Gypsies: An English History (2018).  His articles in Past and Present include 

‘Kinship and kin interaction in early modern England’ (1986), and ‘Purification, thanksgiving, and 

the churching of women in post-reformation England’ (1993). 

 

Prof. David Levine completed his Ph.D., in 1975, under Roger Schofield’s 

supervision. He currently works at the University of Toronto. His research 

interests include history of education with special reference to social 

modernization and economic change, the history of schooling in relation to 

demographic analysis and family history, the history of literacy, the social 

history of education in relation to popular culture, educational history in 

England and the historiography of the history of education. Some of his best-known works 

are: Family Formation in an Age of Nascent Capitalism, At the Dawn of Modernity: Biology, Culture 

and Material Life in Europe after the Year 1000; The European Experience of Fertility Decline. A 

Quiet Revolution, 1850-1970 (edited with J.R.Gillis and L.A. Tilly); Reproducing Families: The 

Political Economy of English Population History and two books co-authored with Keith 

Wrightson: Poverty and Piety in an English Village: Terling, 1525-1700 and The Making of an 

Industrial Society: Whickham, 1560-1765. In recent years his interests have extended to include 

‘cinema and social history’ as well as ‘Shakespeare and cultural literacy’.  

 

Prof. DeLloyd Guth studied for his Ph.D. at Clare College, Cambridge alongside 

Roger under the supervision of the famous historian G.R. Elton. Prof. Guth taught at 

Lancaster University and at a number of universities across North America and is 

now an Emeritus Professor of Law at the University of Manitoba. He has written on 

a wide variety of subjects, with titles ranging from Tudor Rule and Revolution, essays 

for G.R. Elton from his American friends; The Age of Debt, the Reformation and 

English Law; Family law in the medieval world, an international survey; and Late-

Medieval England, 1377-1485 to The Assassination of John F. Kennedy: A Complete Legal and 

Historical Bibliography. The University of Manitoba hosts a long running series of annual 

DeLloyd J. Guth Visiting Lectures in Legal History. 
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Executive Officers 
Chair 

Eilidh Garrett. 

Email: chair@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 

Vice Chair 

Kevin Schurer  

Email: ks291@le.ac.uk 

 

Secretary 

Rowena Burgess 

Email: secretary@localpopulationstudies.org.uk  

 

Treasurer 

Mike Kipling 

Email: mike@kipling.me.uk 

 

Ordinary Officers 
LPH Book Club Manager 

Peter Franklin 

Email: peter.franklin1066@gmail.com 

 

Editor of Local Population Studies (ex officio) 

Andrew Hinde 

Email: editor@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Sue Jones 

Email: newsletter@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 

Web / Social Media 

Andy Burn 

Email: web@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 

Conference coordinator 

Karen Rothery 

Email: conferences@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 

Chris Galley 

Email: chrisgalley77@gmail.com 

 

Paul Tomblin 

Email: paultomblin@hotmail.com 

_____________________________________________________ 
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(Zurich 1554) [detail]; Alton Workhouse by Andrew Hinde [detail]; Elmbridge Museum: Blackboys Bridge Addlestone, 

1920s [Ref:553.964/6] [detail]; Rhiwfran, Lanfihangel Nant Bran, Powys by Susan Jones; Guildford Town Mills, 
1822 [detail] from Guildford: a short history by Matthew Alexander (1992);‘The Old Bailey, Known Also as the 
Central Criminal Court’, from Vol. 2 of The Microcosm of London: or, London in Miniature (1809) [detail]. 
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	Newsletter 67: August 2020
	Prof. Richard Smith, Emeritus Professor of Historical Geography and Demography at Cambridge University and Fellow of Downing College, studied for his Ph.D. under Roger’s supervision, and eventually succeeded him as director of the Cambridge Group. Ric...

	Roger Schofield Memorial Conference
	Online – via Zoom: Saturday 12 September 2020
	.

