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qualities vital for a Conference Secretary - made her
always a pleasure to work with. We know that
readers will wish to join in thanking her for
undertaking a great deal of work on behalf of LPSS,
and in wishing her success with the Ph.D. thesis on
which she is working at the University of Essex.

It is hardly the function of one Editorial to drum up
readers for another, but we do strongly urge LPSS
members who have not already done so to read
Professor Nigel Goose's Editorial in LPS 62 (pp.4-
7). This is the first issue of LPS which Nigel has
edited, and it gives Society members the chance to
see what he is up to. Besides giving a very
interesting summary of the state of local studies in
general and local population studies in particular,
and reporting on the LPS General Office's move to
its new home at Aldenham, near Watford, he sets out
his view of the future of the LPS journal and
summarises the changes which he wishes to make to
it.

These changes will affect the journal which we all
support to an important extent, and the Newsletter
would very much like to have your views on them.
We are happy to publish letters on this subject, and
also to pass on comments to Nigel and the LPS
Board.

The production of the "Ambleside Reader", that is,
the book which will be made up of the texts of some
of the outstanding lectures given at the LPSS -
conference at Charlotte Mason College, Ambleside,
in 1996, has not been forgotten. It is known that it
will be discussed at the next meeting of the
Committee, and we hope that we shall be able to
give readers some positive news in the next issue of
this Newsletter.

LPSS © 1999



Letters to the Editor

A Change in the Name of LPS
Dear Sir,

The current copy of LPS taken by Lincoln Central Library sits on a shelf overlooking the main
readers' seating area, displayed with the front cover on show to catch the eye. I submit that,

"POPULATION IN HISTORY"
would go down like a lead balloon with the punters, who can also see;-

"LOCAL HISTORIAN",

"JOURNAL OF REGIONAL & LOCAL STUDIES",
"LOCAL HISTORY",

"LINCS. HISTORY & ARCHAEOLOGY",
"LINCS. PAST & PRESENT",

"LINCS. FAMILY HISTORIAN",

"AGRIC. HIST. REVIEW"

in the same glance,

"Population in History" sounds far too academic if we are to extend the membership. It is
definitely a case of one step forward and 1 1/2 - 2 steps backwards.

Can I throw into the ring the old Mills bomb?

What is wrong with,

"LOCAL POPULATION HISTORY"
and
"LOCAL POPULATION HISTORY SOCIETY" too?

I am very encouraged to see so many changes and new ideas being brought in by the new blood in
the two committees. However, I fear we may not make the most of the opportunity now opening

up.
Yours etc,

Dennis Mills

Is This the Record?
Dear Sir,

I have recently read John Chadwick's book The Mycenaean World (Cambridge University Press,
1976) in which he reconstructs the society of Mycenaean Greece in the 13th Century B.C..



Chadwick's name will be familiar to readers with keen interests in archaeology as he was the man
who helped Michael Ventris to unlock the secrets of "Linear B" script. His book is based upon the
records written on clay tablets surviving from the palaces at Pylos and other sites.

A small part of his work is devoted to an attempt to estimate the sizes of the populations of some
Mycenaean cities and states from the evidence of these tablets. Similar attempts have also been
published in W.A. McDonald and G. Rapp's book The Minnesota Messenia Expedition:
Reconstructing a Bronze Age Regional Environment (Minneapolis, 1972). The problems are, of
course, immense and the results are uncertain, to say the least. How can you estimate population
sizes from the numbers of women slaves making textiles or the numbers of smiths who were, or
were not, issued with supplies of bronze? Chadwick suggests that the total population of the town
of Pylos was "not less than 2,500" and that the whole kingdom of Pylos, occupying the south-west
comner of the Peloponnese, might have had a population of 50,000. One can only give credit to him
and the other authors for making the attempts.

I wondered if these might count as the earliest local population studies? Is there a prize for the
earliest?

Yours etc,
Gloria Mundy

[The answers to your questions are: (1) "probably”, and (2) "no, but there should be". The earliest
title in the series of Cambridge Studies in Population, Economy and Society in Past Time is R.S.
Bagnall and B.W. Frier, The Demography of Roman Egypt, which suggests that earlier sources are
few and intractable. But it is a bit early, even for me. - Editor.]

Dear Sir,

Subscription Renewals

All members are reminded that subscription renewals are due on 1 April in this and every year.
Would those paying by cheque please send cheques promptly to the Secretary, Sir David Cooke,
Bt, 78 Harlow Terrace, Harrogate HG2 OPN.

The full subscription rate is £12 yearly. If you pay by Bankers' Order, please check your bank
statements to ensure that the correct amount has been deducted. It takes only two minutes.

Deeds of Covenant from Roger Bellingham

The Society is very grateful to those members who pay their subscriptions under Deed of Covenant.
The tax that can be recovered makes a useful contribution to the Society's funds. May I encourage
any member who has not yet entered into a covenant to contact the Hon. Secretary, David Cooke,
who will be only too pleased to send the necessary form.

But I should stress that a non-taxpayer should not sign a covenant, and if a member who has made a
covenant ceases to pay tax I would be most grateful if I could be told since tax can then no longer
be reclaimed on that covenant.



Contributions

The Impact of the Agricultural Depression of the second half of the Nineteenth Century on
the Parish of Borden, Kent from David G. Jackson

British agriculture is currently experiencing difficulties with the problem of bovine spongiform
encephalitis (BSE) and now the increasing incidence of bovine tuberculosis becoming regular news
items. Periods of difficulty and depression are nothing new, with agricultural depression being
reported in England in the 1870s and subsequent years, largely as a result of bad seasons, animal
disease and increased foreign competition (Mingay, 1995). This paper presents the results of an
investigation into the effects of that depression on the employment status of agricultural workers in
the parish of Borden, Kent. The investigation was based on information obtained from the census
enumerators' books (CEBs) for the period 1851-1891.

Borden is a parish in North Kent. The church is situated about 2km (1.5 miles) west of
Sittingbourne. Most of Borden lies in the area bounded to the north by the A2 (Watling Street, the
London to Dover road) and to the west by the A249 (the Maidstone to Sheerness road). The area of
Borden in the late nineteenth century was about 2,100 acres (Census Reports). In 1874 (Kelly,
1874) the chief crops were wheat, barley, oats, mangold and fruit. In 1908 (Anon., 1908), the area
was still agricultural, the principal crops being fruit, hops and com. Borden is bordered by six
other parishes. Of these, Bobbing, Bredgar, Newington, Stockbury and Tunstall resembled Borden
in being predominantly agricultural. Milton, the sixth adjacent parish, was described in 1839
(Pigot, 1839) as being half a mile distant from Sittingbourne, but in 1874 (Kelly, 1874) the two
towns were described as being adjacent and united. In 1874 Sittingbourne and Milton were
dependent on oyster fishing, the shipping of corn, coal importing, the transit of passengers,
brickmaking, paper manufacture, cement manufacture, and the milling of seed, oil and corn. They
also served as centres for the supply of goods to the neighbouring district (Kelly 1874).

The information in the CEBs for Borden for each census from 1851 to 1891 was copied into a
computer database. The computer was used mainly for sorting the data; linkage between censuses
was performed manually. Each "economically active" (for definition, see below) male household
head was assigned a reference number to facilitate identification and linkage. In this work, a
reference to a "household head" should be taken as referring to an economically active male
household head. In view of the varying instructions to enumerators about the treatment of lodgers
over the period under study, all the people enumerated on the same schedule were treated as
comprising a single household. While this approach will undoubtedly introduce some errors, it has
the virtues of simplicity and consistency, and is considered preferable to attempting to understand
the interpretations the enumerators placed upon their instructions. Household heads were selected
because they represent a cross-section of the employed population. An important part of this study
is the linkage of individuals between censuses, and since most household heads had co-resident kin,
the reliability of the linkage process is increased. The selection of household heads also reduced
the amount of work to more manageable proportions.

The information in the Occupation column of the CEB was used to assess the Industrial
Classification of the individuals. The scheme adopted for Industrial Classification was based on
that developed by Booth (Armstrong 1972).

Some of the conventions adopted should be stated:



1. If two occupations were given for an individual at one census, that person was classified
according to the one which gave the higher social status, according to a social-class scale based on
the Registrar General's 1951 Classification of Occupations with Armstrong's modifications ( 1972).
If both gave the same social class, then the first of the two was used.

2. The purpose of this study was to investigate the employment status of the male inhabitants of
Borden over a period of time, so only economically-active male household heads were considered.
"Economically active" was defined as meaning likely to be an employer or employee. Men
described as, for example, "retired farmer", "annuitant", "landowner", "retired", "of independent
means" or "formerly agricultural labourer" were therefore placed in the residual category of the
industrial classification schema and were not classified in a way appropriate to their former
occupations.

3. Individuals described as "labourers" or "general labourers" were assigned to the industrial
service sector. If an individual was described as a labourer within a particular area (e.g., a
brickfield), he was assigned to the appropriate sector.

An attempt was made to trace each economically-active household head in Borden in the next
census. A "common sense" approach to linkage between censuses was adopted rather than a set of
rigid rules. Since an overwhelming majority of the household heads had co-resident kin at both
censuses, this approach is considered justified. If a household head was not found in the
subsequent census, then a search was made for his widow there. If neither head nor widow was
found in that census, then a search of the Borden burial register was made for the head. The
percentages of agricultural household heads dying in the various inter-censual decades varied little
(between 13 per cent and 17 per cent) and are not presented here.

Limited information on migration during the 1871-1881 period was obtained by using the transcript
of the 1881 Census for Kent on microfiche. If a household head present in Borden in 1871 was not
identified in Borden in 1881, and if neither his wife nor his burial were found, then a search was
made for him in the "index by name" microfiche for Kent. If a likely candidate was found there,
then confirmation was sought in the "as enumerated" microfiche.

The populations of Borden and of England and Wales increased between 1851 and 1891, although
Borden's increase in percentage terms was less than the national increase (Table 1).

Table 1. Populations of Borden and of England and Wales, 1851-1891

Census Borden England & Wales

N %1851 N %1851
1851 990 100 17,927,609 100
1861 1023 103 20,066,224 112
1871 1191 120 22,712,266 127
1881 1263 128 25,974,439 145
1891 1351 136 29,002,525 162

During the same period, there were decreases in the percentages of household heads engaged in
agriculture in Borden and in the percentage of employed males engaged in agriculture in England
and Wales (Table 2). The national decrease was greater than the decrease in Borden.



Table 2. Agricultural workers in Borden and in England and Wales, 1851-1891

1851 1861 1871 1881 1891

Borden

Male heads in agriculture 121 118 144 117 117

Total economically active 165 184 224 247 250
male heads

Agriculture as %age 73 64 64 47 47

England & Wales

Total in agriculture* 1607 1602 1439 1306 1245
Total economically active* 5714 6381 7077 7784 8831
Agriculture as %age 28 25 20 17 14

* population x 1000

Table 3. Occupational stability of non-migrant male Borden household heads

Current census 1851 1861 1871 1881
1 Total heads engaged in

agriculture in current census 121 118 144 117
2 Total heads engaged in

agriculture in current census,
and still in Borden at next
census 69 62 74 60

3 Total non-migrant heads
engaged in agriculture in
current census and still so

engaged at next census 56 54 53 55
4 3 as percentage of 2 81 87 2 92
5 2 as percentage of 1 57 53 51 51

Table 3 shows how many Borden male household heads engaged in agriculture at the time of a
particular census were similarly engaged at the time of the next one. As an illustration, 121
household heads were engaged in agriculture in 1851; at the next census, 69 of those (57 per cent)
were still living in Borden and 56 of them (81 per cent of 69) were still engaged in agriculture. It is
clear from Table 3, row 5, that more than half of the agricultural household heads at each census
were still present at the next census. However, the differences between the percentages remaining
in agriculture between one census and the next are striking (row 4). According to Mingay (1995),
farmers enjoyed a "golden age" in the middle decades of the nineteenth century, but agriculture
underwent a depression in the 1870s, largely as a result of bad seasons, animal disease and
increased foreign competition. One of the consequences was that fewer men were employed on
farms. This provides an explanation for the sharp decline in the numbers of agricultural household
heads in Borden between 1871 and 1881 (Table 2) and for the movement out of the agricultural
sector between those dates (Table 3, row 4). Two occurrences in the period 1881-1891 require
explanation. These are the very high percentage (92 per cent) of 1881 Borden agricultural
household heads remaining in agriculture in 1891, and the absence of any fall in the absolute
numbers of agricultural heads between those two points in time. A contributory factor is likely to
have been the establishment of the jam factory in Borden, the employees of which first appear in

the 1891 Census.



Table 4 shows the occupations in 1881 of the 1871 non-migrant agricultural male household heads.
Ten per cent of those traced were in the industrial service sector, described as "general labourers”,
having experienced a fall from Social Class IV to Social Class V.

Table 4. Occupational stability of non-migrant male agricultural household heads, 1871-1881

Sector at next census Per cent
Agriculture 72
Mining (mainly brickmaking) 4
Building 0
Manufacture 3
Transport 1
Dealing 3
Industrial service 10
Public service & professional 0
Domestic service 4
Residual 3
Total (N=74) 100

Table 5 shows the 1871 male agricultural household heads who were found outside Borden, but
still in Kent, in 1881. Only 40 per cent were still in agriculture, compared with 72 per cent of
household heads who did not migrate, and 20 per cent had undergone the fall to the position of
labourer or general labourer.

Table 5. Occupational stability of out-migrant male household heads, 1871-1881

Sector at next census Per cent
Agriculture 40
Mining (mainly brickmaking) 12
Building 4
Manufacture 4
Transport 4
Dealing 8
Industrial service 20
Public service & professional 0
Domestic service 4
Residual 4
Total (N=24) 100

Borden was a predominantly agricultural village during the period under study. Inspection of the
CEBs (data not presented here) reveals that the great majority of those household heads who were
not directly involved in agriculture were engaged in activities which were related to it (e.g., dealing
in agricultural produce) or in providing essential services for the community (e.g., cordwainer,
victualler). A marked decline in the numbers of household heads engaged in agriculture occurred
between 1871 and 1881. An investigation of the occupational mobility of members of the
agricultural class shows that at all points in time most members of this class remained in it. There
was a marked decrease in the percentage of non-migrants remaining in agriculture between 1871
and 1881, followed by a very marked increase between 1881 and 1891. Many of the migrant and
non-migrant agricultural household heads who left this class between 1871 and 1881 joined the
industrial service class as labourers, accepting a fall from Social Class IV to Social Class V, and

not being able to utilise their agricultural skills.



It is recognised that this work has limitations, notably the absence of any attempt to trace any
migrants other than those still in Kent at the time of the 1881 Census. Nevertheless, it has been
shown that the agricultural depression of the late nineteenth century was a real event, and that it had
a significant adverse impact on the lives of the people of a small parish in Kent.
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A Gatley on Gatleys and Gateleys from David Alan Gatley

When I was doing my research into Victorian Warrington based on the CEBs, I was intrigued to
find a number of Gatleys whose birthplaces were given as "Ireland". This surprised me because
according to most accounts (e.g. Reaney and Wilson, 1997) Gatley - or Gatliff, Gatecliff or Gateley
- was a place-name surname derived from Gatley in Cheshire, and also from Gateley in Norfolk. It
was, therefore, with some interest that I plotted the distribution of the names "Gatley" and
"Gateley" onto maps of England and Wales, using the Mormon index to the 1881 Census.

In total, there were 514 Gatleys and 129 Gateleys in England and Wales enumerated in the 1881
Census. They were not, however, equally distributed across the country. Most Gatleys were
residing in just three counties. Cheshire headed the list with 198 Gatleys living in two main areas:
in the general area of the village of Gatley, near Stockport, and in the large parish of Great
Budworth, situated to the north of Northwich. Second in the list was Lancashire, with 154 Gatleys
living mainly in the south of the county between Liverpool and Manchester, with a small cluster in
the Warrington area. Cornwall came third with 88 Gatleys living mainly on the south coast of the
county, around St Columb. Outside these three counties, there were 23 Gatleys in the West Riding
and seven in Kent and London. (The seven Kent Gatleys were actually a family of Cornish Gatleys
running a boarding house in F olkestone.) Interestingly, there were was only one Gatley in Norfolk,
despite the fact that the village of Gateley is located there.

The existence of so many Gatleys in North Cheshire and South Lancashire is not really a surprise,
given the location of the village of Gatley. However, the fact that there were so many in Cornwall
is something of a mystery to me and it is one topic on which I would be pleased to hear the views
of readers. My own researches, based upon the IGI, reveal that there were Gatleys (or more
precisely "Gatliffs", from which the modern form of the name evolved.) there as early as the mid-



Gatley's in 1881 Gateley's in 1881

sixteenth century. Several possible explanations for this come to mind: for example, the name
might have a separate Comnish origin in the name of a place that no longer exists. Another
possibility is that one or more Gatleys migrated there from Cheshire in the period before the mid-
sixteenth century. Interestingly the village of Great Budworth in Cheshire is located very close to
the Cheshire salt mines, and it is possible - although probably impossible to prove - that a family of

Gatleys working in the salt mines moved from there to Comwall to work in its tin mines.

Moving on to a consideration of the distribution of the Gateleys in 1881, I found that just six
counties had Gateleys living in them in that year's census: Staffordshire (47 - resident for the most
part in the Walsall area), Warwickshire (27), Worcestershire (16), Lancashire (15), the West Riding
of Yorkshire (14) and London (10). There were no Gateleys in Norfolk, despite the place-name.
Nor were any living in Cheshire. When I looked at the birthplaces of these Gateleys, and, in the
case of children, at those of their parents, I was intrigued to discover that a large number had been
born in Ireland. This discovery lead me in turn to look for a separate Irish origin of the surname
Gateley, and I found this in M. O'Laughlin's The Book of Irish Families: Great and Small, where
Gateley (or Gately) is listed as a "family name traditionally linked with Co. Roscommon, and in
particular with the Barony of Athlone" (p. 112).

Thus, much to my surprise, I discovered that far from Gatley and Gateley having the same roots in
two place-names in Cheshire and Norfolk, the two names were in fact derived from quite different
sources - one of which was Irish. Unfortunately, however, separating the two strands of the name
is not that easy, because when the Irish migrated to Great Britain they did so by means of three
routes: a northern route from Ulster to Clydeside, a southern route from Cork and Munster across to
South Wales and Bristol, and a midland route from Leinster across to Liverpool. Alas, given
Athlone's geographical location almost in the centre of Ireland and its transport links to Leinster
and Dublin, it seems reasonable to speculate that most of the Irish Gateleys in England would have
entered the country via the port of Liverpool, close to where most of the English Gatleys lived, and,
indeed, still do live. Once in England - and given that many would no doubt have been unable to
read and write their names - one suspects that they would have been recorded by enumerators and
local officials as "Gatley" (this being the accepted local spelling of the name), rather than as
"Gateley". Iam sure that this explains the existence of Irish Gatleys in Warrington last century.
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The Future of LPSS Conferences from Peter Franklin

I am sorry to say that our conference programme has got into difficulties. Organising meetings for
a national society which is small in numbers has not been an easy task, and there have been signs
for some years that support for the annual residential or weekend conference was dwindling.
Readers may recall my complaint (Newsletter 20) that so few people came to the Ambleside
Conference in 1996 which had - surely - the best programme of any LPSS event of recent years.
The number of people who came to Leeds this year was less than 20, with a few more coming just
for the Saturday's talks. In this situation, your Committee have concluded that residential
conferences have ceased to be financially viable and so there are no plans to hold another one in the
foreseeable future.

For day conferences the outlook is less bleak. The numbers attending the last few events have been
disappointing, but some of this can be put down to special factors. It was unfortunate that the
Family And Community Historical Research Society should have held their inaugural event on the
same day as our Oxford Conference, where the numbers attending in former years have usually
been very good. The low numbers coming to London reflect mostly a falling-off in interest on the
part of students pursuing the Open University's DA301 course, for they were always the main
attenders. (And it was held on the day of the F.A. Cup Final - Manchester United 2: Newcastle
United 0.)

There are a number of organisations with which we have co-operated successfully in the past and
with which we hope to work again in the future. These include both academic institutions and
societies: I would mention as examples the Oxford University Department for Continuing
Education and the Yorkshire Archaeological Society. Indeed, these are shining examples: the
Y.A.S. gave us a splendid welcome at their headquarters in Leeds in 1997, where we were treated
to a fine programme of events and a very good meal. True Yorkshire hospitality. Our current
programme of co-operation with the O.U.D.C.E. has run successfully since 1988 and has enabled
us to share in memorable one-day conferences using the excellent facilities of Rewley House.

It is by co-operating with bodies such as the 0.U.D.C.E. and the Y.A.S. that we intend to continue
our programme of day-conferences in the future, and we are also looking at the possibility of co-
operation with the new Family And Community Historical Research Society. Work is now under
way to produce a new programme of events, and we hope to give readers definite information in the
next issue of this Newsletter.

Members' Publications

Gren Hatton's At That Particular Time: Daily Life in a Little Northamptonshire Village Between
Queen Victoria's Time and the Second World War is the story of forty years in the life of the village
of Kilsby, told largely in the words of its own inhabitants.

The book is illustrated with dozens of photographs, maps and diagrams, and copies are available
from Caxton 2000, Stoneleigh, 1 Middle Street, Kilsby, Rugby CV23 8XT. The price is £10-00
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plus £1-00 postage (please add £2-50 postage outside the U.K.). Please make cheques payable to
"Caxton 2000".

Members are reminded that we are happy to mention their own publications here: there is no charge
for this service.

The Display Boards Revisited

We are still looking for a good home for the LPSS Display Boards. As was mentioned in Newsletter 23, the
Society does not have much in the way of equipment, but it does possess a set of fine wooden Display
Boards, hand-crafted by a person who is too modest to want his name to be mentioned here. They are the
handy kind of boards which fold up - rather like a triptych - open out and stand on a table. They don't have
legs.

Unfortunately, it is awkward to transport them along with the stock for a full bookstall, and through this we
are missing the opportunity for good Society publicity at events which draw in plenty of non-members. It is
a great frustration when we can provide no publicity material beyond a leaflet.

Thus we would like to hear from a volunteer who would be willing to take over the custody and transport of
the Display Boards. We have displays to put on them, and we are looking for someone who can keep these
up to date and produce eye-catching new ones. It must be someone who has the use of a motor-car: the
Boards are not heavy, but they are too cumbersome to be taken about by public transport. They measure
about 31" x 66" when opened out, and about 31" x 27" x 4" when folded up.

Volunteers are invited to write to: LPSS Newsletter Office, 46 Fountain Street, ACCRINGTON, Lancashire
BBS5 0QP.

LPSS Newsletter Backnumbers

We have spare copies of certain issues of this newsletter available in limited quantities.

Those currently available are;-

Nos.15 (August 1994), 16 (March 1995), 17 (August 1995), 18 (January 1996), 19 (July 1996), 20
(January 1997) and 21 (July 1997).

Any member of LPSS who would like to have copies for their own use, or to use for publicity
purposes, should write to: LPSS Newsletter Office, 46 Fountain Street, ACCRINGTON,
Lancashire BB5 0QP.

They will be supplied free of charge, and post free too.

News from the Local Population History Book Club from Peter Franklin

We have recently added two more new titles to our List. Barry Reay's Microhistories: demography, society
and culture in rural England, 1800-1930, is a study of the changing society of the Blean area of rural Kent,
not far from Canterbury. It is based largely upon the technique of family reconstitution, but - as the later
part of his period is so recent - also employs oral history.

It is another title in the series of Cambridge Studies in Population, Economy and Society in Past
Time which includes Snell's Annals of the Labouring Poor, and, of course, Wrigley and Schofield,
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and so Cambridge University Press are again the publishers. The full price is £40-00, but we will
sell copies at £32-00.

Hans-Joachim Voth, Going short and working little? Labour intensity and energy availability in
eighteenth-century England, is another in the series of Cambridge Group Working Papers which
produced the deservedly popular work by J. Robin. It continues the Cambridge Group's practice of
making the fruits of new research available at prices which are very reasonable indeed. This one
retails at only £1-75 and, thanks to the good offices of members of the Group, we are able to sell
copies at the amazing price of £1-55.

Price Increase Corner - all your favourite price increases

We have been selling J. Walter & R. Schofield, eds., Famine, Disease and the Social Order in Early Modern
Society, at £12-75 for some years, but Cambridge University Press have recently increased the price. The
full price is now £20-95, but we will sell copies at £16-75, maintaining our usual 20 per cent discount.

We regret to announce that although our List extends to about 90 titles this is the only price increase which
we have to report. We will try to do better next time.

Please note that we have not printed a full Price List here because one appears in LPSS Newsletter 24 and
LPS 61.

All titles are available by post from: Dr Peter Franklin, LPH Book Club, 46 Fountain Street, ACCRINGTON
BB5 OQP. Please remember that postage is extra on all orders, and is charged at cost. The simplest way to
pay is by sending an "open cheque" with your order: ask your bank if you are in doubt.

Please make cheques payable to "L.P.H. Book Club".

End Notes

Respectability, Sobriety and a Well-known Effect of Gooseberry Bushes
"[Darwen, Lancashire],

Many of the weavers have formed societies for the improvement of fruit, particularly gooseberries;
awarding prizes for the largest and best... A cottager named Edward Duxbury, residing in the
township of Eccleshill, has been engaged in this exciting emulation for neariy thirty years. He has
a large family; and his industry in hand-loom weaving, aided by that of his family, has kept him
hitherto in a respectable station of life; their leisure hours are devoted to the culture of their small
garden, and gooseberry trees [sic] in particular. He has been a successful competitor at these
shows, and I was amused to see hung round his neat clean room, a number of silver cups and bright
copper tea kettles, of which he was not a little proud. He had won, in all, twenty-six kettles, several
silver cups, and numerous other prizes... Duxbury's garden is situated about four hundred and fifty
feet above the level of the sea, and consists of very inferior soil; affording proof of what industry
and perseverance can accomplish. On my enquiring if he ever went to the public house, he replied,
"] can't find time for that." I was glad to witness this, amongst many instances, of the practical and
happy effect of a small garden upon a poor man and his family, and have pleasure in thus recording
it.ll

Source: J. Binns, The Agriculture of Lancashire, (1851), pp.128-129. [First italics are Editor's;
second are Author's.]
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