LOCAL POPULATION
STUDIES SOCIETY

Newsletter 19

July 1996

Contents

Editorial by Peter Franklin

Letter to the Editor
An Ordinary Man

Contributions

What is Community History?: The Debate
Continues

John Richardson on Life and Death

The 1831 Census: A Neglected Source?

Forthcoming LPSS Conferences and Day
Schools

Charlotte Mason College, Ambleside, Cumbria,
13-15 September 1996.

Oxford, 5 April 1997

London, Summer 1997

Madingley Hall, 12-14 September 1997

Other Conference
"A Taste of Yorkshire" the F.F.H.S. Doncaster

(@ WFLH 38 R O -

~1

~N N

Conference )
Members' Publications 8
Subscription Renewals 8
News from the Local Population History Book
Club 8
Local Population Studies Society General
Meeting 8
Proposed Agenda 8
Atten-shun! 9
End Notes 9
Getting into Community History 10
Local Population Studies Society Residential
Conference 11
Women as Wives and Workers: An Historical
Perspective from North and South 11
Booking Form 12

Contributions to the Newsletter should be sent to:
Dr Peter Franklin

46 Fountain Street,

ACCRINGTON

Lancs, BB5 OQP

Editorial by Peter Franklin

1) This issue has appeared earlier than usual so
that we can bring you full news of our September
weekend conference. One of the strange features
of LPSS events is that we never go to Scotland. In
September we shall come nearer to overcoming
this strange prejudice than ever before, by
mounting our residential conference at the
Charlotte Mason College, Ambleside, in the
English Lakes. And, indeed, we shall be having
speakers from the Universities of Glasgow and
Edinburgh, so the best of Scotland will be coming
to us.

Charlotte Mason College began life as a teacher
training college and has developed increasingly
close links with Lancaster University. It is proud
to offer one of the most attractive conference
locations in England, sited deep within the Lake
District roughly mid-way between Windermere
and Grasmere.

The campus stands on the north side of the little
town of Ambleside, which is about four miles
from the nearest railway station at Windermere. If
anyone coming by train, or other public transport,
would like to contact Christine Jones, she will try
to arrange taxi-sharing or transport by committee
member's motor car from there.

2) You will be pleased to hear that the first
LPSS publication, Getting Into Community
History, has provéd a great success. The first print
run of 250 copies is all but sold out and a reprint is
on its way. Publication No.2 is in the pipeline, a
booklet by Jim Etherington which shows
community history in action, investigating the
history of the curious "Bonfire Societies" of
Lewes.

More news next time!
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Letter to the Editor

An Ordinary Man

Dear Sir,

Following Roy Prideaux's letter in Newsletter
18, 1 should like to suggest the following
possibility for the meaning of "Ordinary man",
based on information in the Oxford English
Dictionary (1991 edition).

A ship was described as being "in ordinary" if it
was laid up in harbour. A body of men consisting
of the ship's warrant officers, their servants, and a
group of labourers was responsible for the ship
and was known as an "ordinary". A member of
this body was known as an "ordinary man". Given
the proximity of the dockyards, this seems a
tenable explanation of the term as applied to Jacob
Prideaux.

Yours etc,

David G. Jackson

Contributions

What is Community History?: The Debate
Continues

Jrom Michael Drake

Of course Allan Fletcher has a point (LPSS
Newsletter 18). And I can understand his
irritation. Do we really need a supermarket shelf
full of histories? Isn't it just a case of the same old
products in new packaging? Naturally I think
there is a bit more to it than that!

It's not many years ago that fime was the great
categorizer. In the unlikely event of your meeting
a historian in a pub (there were not many about
then: historians, I mean, not pubs) the
conversation could well begin - and probably end!
- with, "So what's your period, mate?" And the
answer - medievalist, early modern,
contemporary, etc - would trip off the tongue.
History was, and still is, the most parochial of
subjects, so it would go without saying that the
country would be the historian's own.

What has happened in recent years is a
proliferation of what Norwegians (and maybe
others) call "hyphenated history". It started with
economic and social history and continued with
demographic history, transport history, urban
history, black history, family history, women's
history, oral history, social science history,
econometric history, etc, etc. These are all the
products of a desire to focus more precisely on a
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specific topic or a particular method. It would be
absurd to suggest that, for instance, women had
never been written about by historians before the
emergence of women's history, just as, as Allan
Fletcher pointed out, local historians (some, at
least) have explored demographic topics, or
aspects of community history, and have used
appropriate methods to do so. But by developing
women's history, aspects of women's experience
have begun to be explored in greater depth, have
been brought centre stage, as it were, e.g.
motherhood.

Many of the hyphenated histories owe much to
the social sciences, both as regards topics and
methods. And with them has come a broadening
of territorial horizons, the enriching of national
studies by comparative perspectives across
frontiers. None of this would, of course, have
been possible without - or, if you don't like it, you
can put the blame on - the enormous growth in the
number of historians, with their grants and
lectureships, journals and conferences.

So why community history? And why now?
As with all the hyphenated histories listed above,
its proponents wish to sharpen their focus, to
direct attention to particular issues, to explore
them with specific methods and techniques. That
community history - like black history or women's
history not so long ago - should make its pitch for
a bit of shelf space just now stems from the
current interest in community - or the supposed
lack of it. Why that should be would take us
beyond the boundaries of this note. Suffice it to
say that community history will not be the last of
the hyphenated histories.

One final point: whilst producing DA301
Studying family and community history:
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the course
team received a letter from a prominent figure in
the genealogy/heraldry field, telling us, in quite a
peremptory tone, not to use the term family
history. We could understand his concern. Would
not confusion reign - as obviously it does with the
term local history? For, as Allan Fletcher points
out, one can now obtain a postgraduate degree in
the subject at a number of universities. The point
is, however, as Dennis Mills was at pains to
emphasise in LPSS Newsletter 18, the output of
students of local history at universities such as
Essex or Leicester is not what you will find in
your "typical local history publication" in "most
local studies libraries". The distinction is even
clearer between the family history produced by
most (not all, of course) members of family
history societies and that produced by, for
example, students of DA301.

That is not to say that the one is somehow better
than the other. We are all antiquarians and what I



prefer to call family tree historians. In fact Dennis
Mills - who is no mean antiquarian/family tree
historian himself! - made this point to me in
conversation not so long ago. For we are all
interested in the artefacts, the people, the
buildings, the stories of the places where we live,
or where we grew up. Our interest is not because
they are part of some grand scheme, some
academic Mecca, but simply because they are
there, and we feel part of them. The same is true
of family tree history. We are interested in our
family trees though we recognise that no one else
is, unless our name happens to be Churchill or
Cantona!

To sum up: first, whatever the merits of
community history, hyphenated history is here to
stay. I think this is a good thing as it sharpens our
focus, raises new questions and provides fresh
insights. "Inventing a new path in the labyrinth of
history" is a creative act, not a waste of time, as
Allen Fletcher would appear to believe. Second,
most, if not all, of us have antiquarian interests, in
the same way that most, if not all, of us are
interested in the histories of our own families.
Some of us have other interests that cannot be
labelled antiquarian or family history (in the
family tree sense). In other words the division is
within us, not between us.

[Editor's Note: Eric Cantona is a prominent
French footballer with a name which English
sports commentators cannot pronounce.
Michael's reference is probably to the recent
decision not to include him in the French national
team, which has led to some speculation as to
whether an English ancestor might be discovered,
thus qualifying him to play elsewhere.]

John Richardson on Life and Death

from Malcolm Smith

Most of my research on the structure of
historical populations is of a statistical nature,
analysing migration patterns or the distribution of
surname frequencies, for example, in order to
model the distribution of genes in the past. One of
the foremost sources for such study in England is
the Anglican Parish Registers of baptism,
marriage and burial, well known to economic and
social historians, as well as to historical
demographers and those in pursuit of family
history.

As I said, my method of analysis is generally
statistical, and requires the extraction of
information - say surnames or place-names in a
standard format - so that data recorded from a
large number of entries can be compared between
parishes and time periods (1). Even the most

hardened number-cruncher, however, cannot fail
to notice the textual richness which occasionally
flourishes in marginal notes or in the main body of
the text, discursive comments on the weather,
politics, religion, morals and mores. Some such
adornments are well known and documented, such
as the burials in woollen or those recording the
occurrence of plague. These are exactly the kinds
of detail which are excluded from any analysis
reliant on a standardised database. It is partly for
this reason that we have set up at University
College Stockton a parish register transcription
project which has as its basis a verbatim
transcription of the entire text, before moving on
to record standardised fields in a relational
database (2).

An outstanding example of a register where
more than the summary details are set down
comes from the parish of Hackness, Yorkshire,
during the seventeenth century (3). I wrote a short
letter on the subject of these registers to LPS in
1986 (4), and more recently a longer article by
Garrioch Sedman has appeared in Family Tree
Magazine (5).

The registers in question are, however, so rich
in incidental detail that neither of these references
does full justice to this source. My intention here
is to bring to light a wider range of annotated
entries, focusing in particular on the attitudes to
sickness and death that are revealed therein. The
insights we have into life and death in this small
rural parish are due to the eye and pen of John
Richardson, who combined an acute interest in the
people and events around him with a diarist's eye
for detail. Richardson was the Parish Clerk, and
became responsible for maintaining the registers
in 1630. He was then recently married, and in the
years surrounding his appointment four of his own
children were baptised, of whom a son, John, and
a daughter, Marie, survived infancy. It is not until
the Commonwealth period, during which time
Richardson fulfilled the role of "Parish Register",
that his descriptive accounts become frequent,
though shortly before this time he had penned his
longest entry to date, on the death of his wife in
1651,

"Margaret Richardson the wife of
John Richardson that truly
believinge and pacient woman in
her greatest extremitys did dye
upon Tewsday aboute tenn of the
Clocke in the night and was buryed
the next day beinge the 4th of June
1651 and Mr. Prowdes text was in
the 8th of Romans: for I reckon that
the sufferinge of this present time
are not worthy to be compared with



the glory wch shall be revealed in
us; and she did in her extremitye
speake theise words, John
Richardson. She is a blessed and
happie soule I hope and am
persuaded.”

My object in writing about the registers here is
to demonstrate that through their inevitable
preoccupation with birth and death they present
not only evidence of medical symptoms and
causes, but also, either explicitly or through their
tone, a contemporary attitude to the events they
record. The world Richardson depicts, objectively
but by no means dispassionately, is one where life
and death are to be patiently endured, and in
which fate seldom can be denied. Death seems to
strike young and old, healthy and sick alike, and is
to be mitigated only by the promise of salvation.

The following events, I believe, concern the
births and deaths of Richardson's grandchildren.
The father here, "William Cockerell of Hackness",
appears frequently in the baptism and burial
records, and, as will be seen below, the entry in
the baptisms in 1661 suggests that he was married
to Richardson's daughter, though I cannot find
their marriage in the register,

Burials 1655: "A young sonne and Child of
William Cockerell of Hacknes dyed the 1st of July
before it was borne and was buryed the same day
in the Eveneinge"

Burials 1656: "A younge daughter of William
Cockerell of Hacknes dyed the 24 day of May
before yt was borne and was buryed the 25th day
of the same"

The register of births also records both the
above events, and for the latter adds: "and his wife
was then in greate daunger of her life before it was
borne"

Births 1657: "Francis the sonne of William
Cockerell of Hackness was borne the vjth day of
Auguste aboute ix of the clocke in the morning of
a goodly large greate child and his wife was in a
daungerous Labour but the Lord in His mercie did
give her faith patience and strength to beare yt
thankes be unto God and was baptized the xvjth
day of the same”

Burials 1657: "Francis the sonne of William
Cockerell of Hackness fell into a sleepe in his
craddle on Monday the 23th November and after
he awaked begann to be very unquite and soe
continued to be in a greate pain and laide very
mournefully and in greate anguish day and night;
and a little before yt dyed wch was on Thursday
night after being the 26th day of the same yt gave
a pretty smile and lifted up one of the hande and
soe departed into everlasting joy I am persuaded
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he was a stronge large child neer a yard longe
when he dyed beinge aboute xiiij weeks old and
was buryed the next day”

Births 1658: "Marie dau. of William Cockerell of
Hacknes Toune borne Friday morneingee about
one of the Clocke being xxiiijthe December and
bapt. first January"

Baptisms 1661: "William the sonne of William
Cockerell of Hackness borne in Thursday
morneinge aboute fower a Clocke xxiiijth October
and baptized the xxvijth day beinge the Lordes
day. About three weekes before my daughter
Mary as shee was Rideing to Wykham with her
husband her mare stumbled and fell and soe did
shee: and her shoulder was put out of the ioynt
and her husband gott a good bone setter at Wilton
or Allerston, that put it right againe with my sonne
Williams help and she mended well againe God be
thanked without any hurt to the child which was
her greatest feare"

Further chidren of William Cockerell of
Hackness were baptised in 1664, 1665 and 1670.
We do not know whether they survived or not, for
there is a gap in the burial registers from 1660 to
1677.

Anyone familiar with Anglican parish registers
will recognize in the above entries the catalogue
of infant deaths which is so striking a feature of
English population history prior to the twentieth
century. Childbirth was hazardous for mothers,
too, and Richardson details a number of examples,

Burials 1660: "Ann Speight dyed after a longe
travaile in child bedd the fifte of May who was
verie patient in all her extremitie and was buried
the same day"

Burials 1661: "Elizabeth the wyffe of William
Robinson of Suffeild dyed the second day of June
in the morneinge and was buryed in the afternoone
of the same day after she was churched she stirred
about and got could and fell into a burneinge
Feaver"

Within the space of a few years there are two
accounts of the births and deaths of Siamese
twins. Incidentally, both are described as
comprising one male and one female child, an
impossibility given that Siamese twins are the
result of incomplete division of a single zygote.
This inaccuracy ironically conveys all the more
strongly to a modern reader Richardson's struggle
to make sense of the uncontrollable events he
records. The following description, which is the
single most extensive of Richardson's entries, is
perhaps also his most moving passage,

Births 1655: "Grace the wyffe of William Baxster

beinge aboute three weekes before her tyme was
brought in bedd the first day of December aboute



three of the Clocke in the afternoone of two
children. Their bellies were growne and joyned
together from their breastes to their navells but
their navells might be seen and their faces were
together but the supposed man child was not soe
longe as the daughter for that his face reached but
to the chine of the other. And of the backe partes
from the shoulders of the supposed manchild was
a lump almoste as bigg as the head, was softe and
verily thought by the Middwife to be the coddes
and members being turned on the backe partes
wrong placed and out of eyther side the sayd
lumpe was a smale legge and a foote and the feet
were turned backwardes but noe thighes to be seen
and had noe fundament nor passage for water but
had a prettie face and head shouders body breaste
armes handes and feete but the daughter was a
large child and had all the proportion of a child the
Middwives name was Jaine Cockerell who is a
good old woman and after the children were borne
she told me she tooke them in her handes and sayd
to the wives wee muste take heed we mingle not
truth and falshood together"

When deaths were unexpected, striking down
active and vigorous men for no apparent reason,
Richardson recorded the circumstances with a
scrupulous attention to detail, as if description of
the facts would bring comprehension of the
events,

Burials 1658: "Christo. Wilson of Silfoe and
Robert Lawson was upon Monday morneing being
fifte of Aprill goeing together towards Cloughton
to worke at Edward Robinsons, Christo. Wilson
begun to be somewhat yll on Silfoe moore and he
badd Robert goe on and take his toyles wth him
and he would follow. Soe he satt him downe on
the ground and Robert went to his worke. And
soe it pleased God to dispose that John Keld of
Kirles and his sonne found Christo. Wilson on the
moore almost dead and John Keld sent to tell his
wife and they gott William Courte to bringe him
to his own house in a coope and warmed him well
at the fier, and he went into his parlour himself
and there presently dyed (he was found on the
moore aboute x in the Forenoone and dyed about
xjen or xij of the Clocke in the sayd forenoone)
And was buryed the next day aboute xij of the
Clocke"

Burials 1658: "Captaine Nathaniell Wood was
verie well upon the Lords day morneinge the
xxvjth day of December and Rydd to John Keld to
Ellis Closes and afterwards Rydd to the Thwaites
to water his horse and that day did eate his Dinner
well and after his dinner he laid his hand upon his
head and said he was not well; and his handes on
his bodie and presently after walked to his
beddside and sayd the lord be mercifull unto him,
and sayd he was gone and soe he dyed and was

buryed xxviijth of the same John Richardson The
Parish Register"

Burials 1659: "Tewsday the Third of January was
an exceedinge stormie day and dyd drive and
snowe verie fearsely and that day towardes the
Eveninge Richard Dickinson's wiffe of Trouts dale
(his house standinge under the North Syde of the
hill) shee beinge in the Chamber there fell a greate
drifte of shelfe of snow from the hill and drave
downe the House all but the Chimney and the next
day shee was found under the Thatch and snowe
dead and their daughter and Child that ware in ye
Chimney were saved alive and fower horses that
were in the Stable were Laimed and Spoyed and
dyed there was also a waine broken; after she was
buryed the Crowner came and she was unburied
the xxvth day of Jann. to be viewed, which was
nere as snowey and stormmy as the Tewsday"

The most comfortable accounts of death
concern those who had already lived a long life, or
had been prepared for death by a steady decline,

Burials 1655: "Ingram Cockerell of Broxey
being of good old age dyed the xvjth day of
November within ann houer after he had gott his
dinner and was buryed the xvijth of ye same”

Burials 1659: "Thomas Allonbie dyed the xvijth
day of February who kept his bedd aboute Nine or
Tenn weekes and at his departure lifted up his
hearte unto God and said come Lord Jesus and soe
dyed patiently as he was patient till he died and
heavenly minded"

Burials 1661: "John Craven aboute thage of fower
scoore yeares was well the 29th of Sept. and did
eate his breakfaste well and afterwardes he went
out and satt downe at the Doore and shortely after
he said his sight failed him, and presently after
walked into the house and satt down in his chaire
and there presently after dyed and was buryed the
30th day of the same wch was our Courte day”

Finally, here are two examples of deaths from
unnatural causes. It is not uncommon in this
period to find people recorded as "slain", usually
as a result of skirmishes in the Civil War, but the
cases cited here are domestic tragedies,

"1648. Zachary Langdale of
Everley and his daughter Martha
whoe were poysoned wth taking of
Honey, brimston and tansey seed
for their could were buryed on
Monday the 13th Nov. but the
graves were uncov'ed two or three
dayes till ye Crowner and the Jury
Viewed their boddies"

The following note does not occur in the main
body of the register,



"Thomas Coulson the elder of
Hardwicke hanged himselfe wth a
little cord in the Kitchen the 30 of
March 1631 in the night tyme"

The next year this bleak entry is echoed with
the burial of Coulson's widow,

"1632. Alice Coulson the late wiffe
of Thomas Coulson of Hardwicke
whoe strangled himselfe with a
little cord was buryed 8 June"

The events that Richardson recorded are not in
themselves extraordinary. What is unusual at this
period is to have any elaboration at all beyond the
short-hand account of vital events which all
Anglican registers contain. My abiding
impression is of how close Richardson comes to a
modern expression of common humanity and
sentiment. It has been argued that twentieth
century society's emphasis on sentimental
relationships rather than a structural framework
had its origins in Victorian England. What seems
to come through from the annotations to
Richardson's records is an expression of
compassion and fellow-feeling which is
thoroughly modern, although written 350 years
ago. Notwithstanding this, there clearly are
differences in outlook, and these concern not so
much the piety of expression, which we might
expect to find still today in such a context, but the
patience, endurance and deference in the face of
illness and death, which are the hallmark of a
society without effective medical intervention.
Not for nothing were the sick called "patients”, an
etymology which in the modern western world
some of us are lucky enough to be able to forget.

Notes

(1) See, for example, A.J. Pain and M.T. Smith
(1994), "Do marriage horizons accurately measure
migration? A test case from Stanhope parish,
County Durham", Local Population Studies 33,
pp.44-48.

(2) We have computerised transcriptions of
Egglescliffe and Stockton parish registers in the
form of Word 2 and Word 6 documents, with the
data from some periods stored in a Paradox
database. Further work will use Microsoft Access
as the database software. There is also a paper
version of the earlier Egglescliffe registers: R.
Simpson and M.T. Smith, eds., (1994), The Parish
Registers of St John's Church Egglescliffe, Vol.1,
1539-1710, University College Stockton.

(3) My source throughout this study has been a
published transcript: The Register of the Parish of
Hackness Co. York 1557-1783. Transcribed by
the Rev. Charles Johnstone and Miss Emily J.
Hart (1906). Privately printed for the Yorkshire
Parish Register Society by Knight and Forster,
Printers, Leeds.

(4) M.T. Smith (1988), "Entries in the Hackness
Parish registers", (letter to the editor), Local
Population Studies 40, pp.69-70.

(5) G. Sedman (November 1993), "Mingle not
truth and falsehood", Family Tree Magazine 10,
pp.27-28. Sedman has also written a book on his
family history entitled Sedman or Caedmon? A
Personal Journey Through the History of the
Sedman Family of Hackness, Fylingdales and
Barrowford, 1550-1945. For further details see
the June 1995 issue of Family Tree Magazine 11,
p.21.

The 1831 Census: A Neglected Source?

from David A. Gatley

Since the release of the census enumerators'
books (CEBs), the printed abstracts to the
nineteenth-century censuses have been sadly
neglected by local historians. Yet, as was
demonstrated at the recent LPSS conference at
Staffordshire University, the mid-Victorian
Census Abstracts - along with the vital registration
statistics and the returns of the Poor Law
Commissioners - are still of immense value to
students of the nineteenth century, the more so
because they have recently been computerised.

In particular, the 1831 Census, the last and most
comprehensive of the four pre-Victorian censuses,
has been under-utilised. It is true that the details
given in the 1831 Census are nowhere near as
comprehensive as those given in later censuses.
But the information which is given in the printed
volume is nevertheless of great value and relates
to each of the approximately 18,000 places into
which England, Wales and Scotland were then
divided. ("Places" sounds very vague, but it is
hard to find a good term which embraces the rich
mixture of boroughs, parishes, chapelries and
other units which had grown up over the centuries
and which the 1831 census-compilers made use
of.).

The information given on each place is divided
into seven sections. Section One gives the area of
each; Section Two shows the numbers of houses
and families; Section Three shows the numbers of
males and females, along with the numbers of



males aged 20 and over; Section Four shows the
numbers of farmers - both employing and not
employing others - and the numbers of agricultural
labourers; Section Five shows the numbers of
males employed, divided among five categories -
manufacturing, retail trade, handicrafts, the
professions and others; Section Six shows the
numbers of male servants aged under and over
twenty years; finally, Section Seven shows the
total number of female servants. More detailed
information is also given of the occupations of
men in the larger towns and in each county.

Thus we can see that the 1831 Census contains
a great deal of information of use to those
studying the nineteenth century. For many rural
areas, it is the only published source which gives
details of the occupations of all adult males.
Moreover, because it is the only source which
clearly differentiates farmers employing others,
farmers not employing others and agricultural
labourers, it can also be used to identify "open"
and "closed" villages. Furthermore, by grouping
places together we can form those areas which
were later to constitute the Poor Law Unions
(which became the registration districts used in
later censuses) so that this census can be used to
study the processes of rural and urban change and
to look, for example, at the extent to which closed
parishes encouraged or retarded economic
development.

Potentially, however, one of the main uses of
the 1831 Census to local historians would be as a
relational data base for use with the CEBs from
the 1851 and 1861 Censuses. As long ago as
1972, Michael Anderson categorised the
birthplaces of migrants living in Preston in 1851
on the basis of the information given in the 1831
Census. He was able to show, for example, that
migrants from agricultural areas surrounding
Preston tended to work in low-status occupations,
whilst those from urban areas and industrial
villages tended to be employed in more
prestigious jobs. It is clear that the creation of a
machine-readable version of the 1831 Census data
base would greatly simplify the process of coding
birthplaces, and would make it possible to study
migrants in considerable detail. Moreover, it
would be a comparatively simple task to append to
the 1831 Census data base the grid references of
each place, making it possible to calculate the
distances over which migrants had travelled.

The writer is hoping to computerise the 1831
Census, and would be interested in hearing from
anyone with a computer who might like to help.
He will keep readers informed of his progress.
For more information, telephone me on 01782
294780 (office) or 01782 415340 (home) after The

Archers and not during Star Trek or Brookside,
please.

Forthcoming LPSS Conferences and
Day Schools

from Christine Jones and Peter Rabbit

Charlotte Mason College, Ambleside, Cumbria,
13-15 September 1996.

Theme: "Women as Wives and Workers: An
Historical Perspective from North and South".
Full details and booking form elsewhere in this

Newsletter.

Oxford, 5 April 1997

at the Oxford University Dept for Continuing
Education, Rewley House, University of Oxford.
Theme: "Future Generations: Historical Aspects of
Childhood". This day school will present recent
work on the lives of children from the Middle
Ages to the C19. Dr Caroline Barron (Royal
Holloway College) will speak on medieval
children, Dr Ralph Houlbrooke (University of
Reading) on "Death in Childhood in Early Modern
England”, and Dr Gillian Clark (University of
Reading) on "C18 Foundling Hospital Records:
another view of childhood". (Details from: Local
History Course Secretary, O.U.D.C.E,, 1
Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JA.)

London, Summer 1997

We intend to mount a further one-day event at the
Institute of Historical Research, Senate House,
University of London. Theme and date to be
announced.

Madingley Hall, 12-14 September 1997

We have made a provisional booking to return to
our very popular 1992 venue. Details next time!

Other Conference

"A Taste of Yorkshire' the F.F.H.S. Doncaster
Conference

Our friends at the Doncaster & District Family
History Society are hosting the Federation of
Family History Societies Conference during the
weekend 30 August-1 September 1996, with a
programme mainly devoted to Yorkshire history
and historical sources. Speakers will include Ian
Dewhirst, Brian Elliott, Peter Franklin (better get




the suit pressed), Michael Gandy, David Hey, Eric
Houlder and George Redmond. There are also
optional excursions to Brodsworth Hall,
Conisbrough Castle and the Doncaster Archives
Dept. There will be new and secondhand
bookstalls.

The venue is High Melton College, a few miles
west of Doncaster. The full cost is £152-00 for
the weekend (excursions extra), but it is possible
to attend individual days. Full details from Mrs
Gillian Briscoe, The Old Granary, Cross Hill,
Skellow, Doncaster DN6 8JW, on receipt of AS-
sized s.a.e..

Members' Publications

Mrs Jean Kington has compiled and published a
series of "Bishopdale Booklets" on the
Wensleydale area of Yorkshire, where the cheese
comes from (or used to). Most comprise
transcripts of census entries from 1841 to 1891.
More than forty titles are now available - too
many to list here, and interested readers should
send an s.a.e. to the address below for a leaflet.

"Bishopdale Booklets" cost £2-00 each, plus 30p
postage. The same lady has also written a study of
the Thwaite Families of the same area, copies of
which are now available at £5-00, post free.

Further information available from Mrs Jean
Kington, West Lane House, Bishopdale, Leyburn,
North Yorkshire DL8 3TG, on receipt of s.a.e..

Subscription Renewals

All members are reminded that subscription
renewals are due on | April. Would those paying
by cheque please send cheques promptly to the
Secretary, Sir David Cooke, Bt, 78 Harlow
Terrace, Harrogate HG2 OPN.

The full subscription rate is £12 yearly. If you
pay by Bankers' Order, please check your bank
statements to ensure that the correct amount has
been deducted. It takes only two minutes.

News from the Local Population History
Book Club

from Peter Franklin

We have now received copies of D.A. Gatley, A
User Guide to the 1861 Census and Registration
Data Base. This is an odd publication, comprising
a floppy disk packed with census information and
an A4-format handbook, both being offshoots of
David's well-known Victorian Census Project.
Published price is £18-00, and we are selling
copies (i.e. handbook plus disk) for £14-40. We

started selling them at the recent Stoke
Conference, where they went very well.

We are also pleased to add to our list Peter
Razzell's recent book, Essays in English
Population History. The author is well known for
his unorthodox view of the causes of population
increase, and this volume makes a persuasive case
for the importance of falling mortality. Published
price is £35-00 for this substantial hardback, we
will sell for £28-00.

Cambridge University Press are publishing a
biography of Eileen Power, certainly one of the
best women historians Great Britain has produced
and known to a very wide reading public
especially for her Medieval People and Medieval
Women. Maxine Berg's A Woman in History:
Eileen Power, 1889-1940 is published at £15-95,
paperback, and we will sell for £12-75.

Traditionally-minded readers will be pleased to
hear that the Book Club is not planning to acquire
a "website". Our contribution to the march of
technology is to accept orders written on paper.
But we are still happy to deal with customers who
prefer parchment and ink made of oak galls.

Please remember that postage is extra on all
orders, and is charged at cost. The simplest way
to pay is by sending an "open cheque" with your
order: ask your bank if you are in doubt.

Please make cheques payable to "L.P.H. Book
Club."

Local Population Studies Society
General Meeting

A General Meeting of the Society will be held at
2.00pm, Saturday, 14th September 1996

Proposed Agenda

1 Apologies for absence

2 Chairman's Welcome

3 Minutes of the last meeting

4  Matters arising

5  Secretary's Report

6  Treasurer's Report

7  Conference Secretary's Report

8  Book Club Report

9  Election of Committee

Note: Miss Hodges has expressed her intention
of resigning from the Committee. All other
Ordinary members of the present Committee
have expressed a willingness to be
considered for re-election. There will,
therefore, be one vacancy to be filled on the
Committee. This can be filled by election at
the General Meeting or, during the year, by
the Committee by co-option. Members



wishing to propose candidates for this
vacancy should forward nominations to the
Secretary not later than Ist September 1996.
These should be accompanied by a letter
from the nominee, confirming that he/she is
willing to serve on the Committee and is
prepared to undertake any task that he/she
may be assigned by the Committee.
10  Any Other Business
Notice to Members: As decided at the 1991
General Meeting, General Meetings are now held
annually. Members who are unable to attend this
meeting but who would like to put forward a
comment or a suggestion in respect of the
Society's activities are invited to write to the
Secretary, not later than 1st September 1996.

Atten-shun!

The Public Record Office has some 33,000
boxes of World War One British Army soldiers’
service records which were rescued from a fire in
1940. They provide evidence of the physical
condition, military experiences and medical
histories of ordinary soldiers, and will prove a
valuable source for both social and family
historians.

Very many of them are in too poor a condition
to be made available to the public, but the
National Heritage Memorial Fund has financed
the microfilming of the contents of the first 3,000
boxes and work is now underway. The records
are arranged roughly in surname order, but plenty
of work will be needed to produce the really good
index which is required and volunteers will be
welcome. (Further information from: Dr. Eilidh
Garrett, Angel Mews, 34 Station Road, Ely,
Cambs, CB7 4BH.)

End Notes

"Mr Collins to be sure was neither
sensible nor agreeable; his society
was irksome, and his attachment to
her must be imaginary. But still he
would be her husband. - Without
thinking highly either of men or of
matrimony, marriage had always
been her object; it was the only
honourable provision for well-
educated young women of small
fortune, and however uncertain of
giving happiness, must be their
pleasantest preservative from
want."

Miss Austen, Pride and Prejudice,
Chapter 22, (1813)

"As soon as they are fourteen,
women are called 'ladies' by men.
When they see that their only
resource is to be marriageable, they
begin to doll up and put all their
hopes in that."

Epictetus, The Manual, (2nd
Century).

[N.B. The Editor has only seen this quotation in
English and would be interested to hear from
anyone who knows the Latin for "to doll up".]
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Local Population Studies Society Residential Conference

& Annual General Meeting

Women as Wives and Workers: An Historical Perspective from North and South
Charlotte Mason College, Ambleside, Cumbria, Friday-Sunday 13-15 September 1996

Programme

Friday, 13 September
4.00pm

6.00 - 7.30

8.00

8.15-9.45

Saturday, 14 September
8.00 - 9.00am
9.15-10.45

10.45-11.15
11.15-12.45

1.00 - 2.00pm
2.00 - 3.00
4.00 - 4.30
4.30 - 6.00

6.30 - 7.30
8.00 - 9.00

Sunday, 15 September

8.00 - 9.00am
9.15 - 10.45
10.45 - 11.15
11.15 - 12.45
1.00 -2.00pm
2.00

Registration with Tea available
Evening Meal
Introduction, Professor Michael Drake

Professor Michael Anderson, University of Edinburgh
What can the mid-Victorian censuses tell us about variations in
married women's employment?

Breakfast

Dr Marguerite Dupree, University of Glasgow

Women as Wives and Workers in the Staffordshire Potteries in
the mid-19th Century

Coffee

Dr Elizabeth Roberts, University of Lancaster

Women as wives, mothers and workers: differing historical
perspectives

Luncheon

L.P.S.S. Annual General Meeting

Tea

Professor Pat Hudson, University of Liverpool

Women workers in the 18th Century textile industry of West
Yorkshire

Evening Meal

Miss Sheila Ricketts, Cumbria Blue Badge Guide

From Fantasy to Farming: from the stories of Beatrix Potter to
the farming of Mrs Heelis

Breakfast

Sharon Lauricella, Cambridge Group for the History of
Population and Social Structure

Wives of Weavers, Daughters of Dealers: an analysis of
marriage in 18th century Banbury

Coffee

Dr. Pam Sharpe, University of Bristol

Early modern women Workfolks: southern England in
comparative perspective

Luncheon

Conference disperses

There will be a full L.P.H. bookstall, which will be little short of superb.

Registered Charity No326626 11



Booking Form
To: Miss C. Jones, LPSS Conference Secretary, 54 Hardinge Road, Kensal Rise, London, NW 10 3PJ

Please book the following number
of places:

(a)  Resident for whole conference

Single room, £105

Single room, en suite, £119

Twin room, per person, £95

Twin/Double room, en suite, per person, £109
(NB. Only 3 twins and 3 double rooms are available.)

(b) Resident for one night only

Single room, £59

Single room, en suite, £67

Twin room, per person, £55

(¢c)  Non- resident

Whole conference, £60

Saturday only, £30

(NB. Non-resident fees include coffees, luncheons, teas
and evening meals.)

I enclose a cheque for total amount £.....cceeeeveesassensansenses , made payable to the Local Population Studies
Society, and a stamped addressed envelope at least 22 x 11 cms for detailed programme and travel
directions.

Name (please print)

Address (ditto)

Weekend telephone number

Registered Charity No326626 12



