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Local Population Studies Society
LPSS NEWSLETTER

No 11 March 1993

Dear LPSS Member,

Not one, but two issues of the Newsletter within just a few weeks! It's almost more
than one can cope with, but we have found it necessary to have a second mailing, to include
such essentials as the Notice of the LPSS General Meeting, which will take place during the
April Conference.

It has also provided the opportunity to print some of the early comments received from
members on Dennis Mills's deliberately provocative paper on " The Objectives of LPSS". 1
know that he wanted to encourage debate, and it already looks as if he has succeeded. The
Society's membership is spread throughout Britain, with some members in Europe and others
even further afield. While discussion can take place when members meet, both formally and
informally, at Conferences and Day Schools the majority of our members will have to put their
thoughts on paper. Clearly, we must make space available in the Newsletter to give these as
wide a circulation as possible. We must also play the "honest broker" so that we reflect the
balance of opinion as best we can. It is likely that comments will be included in at least two
more issues during the next few months.

If change is to come, it is likely to be gradual. As you will know, Conferences and Day
Schools have to be planned months, and even years, ahead, so that any major change in
emphasis will take time to become apparent.

Other changes may even begin to appear before this. A joint approach by LPS and
LPSS to University staff with an interest in Population History is just about to be launched,
and it is hoped that this will widen our membership base. Additionally, we hope that it will
provide a larger pool of venues for Conferences and Day Schools. One of the problems that
your Committee face is finding locations that have the necessary facilities ( without costing the
earth ! ), are reasonably accessible by road and rail on a week-end and are within economical
travelling distance of a sufficient number of members.

Birkbeck College students represent a sizeable element of our membership, and we
intend to capitalise on this with the Day School being held in London on 6th November 1993.

Again, many of us were first introduced to the Society and to LPS when we took the
Open University's D301 course. DA301 is about to take to the air, and we hope to re-establish

this link.
Yours sincerely
' JQZ

Secretary



Members' Views
Community History

Reading the note from Dennis Mills, the immediate reaction was that this was an excellent idea.
However, the elegance of the presentation of the proposal masked some grave misgivings.
Here was a proposal of yet another new, fresh aspect of the study of our past and this raises
the question of the diversity of the facets of history available to the professional and amateur
historian alike. To name but a few, social history, economic history, military history,
cliometrics, demographic history, agricultural history, local history and so on. Each particular
sect has, of course, its own society, with conferences and journals. By the time the historian
has attended meetings, read journals and gone to conferences, there is little time for individual
research. Now by fine-tuning definitions, yet another schism is to be created. Perhaps a
discipline that had such a fragile definition would merge with many of the disciplines listed
above.

Asa Briggs defines social history as "the history of society"(1). This all-embracing definition
encompasses many of the separate schisms of history and would clearly adequately enclose
within its boundaries the objectives suggested by Mills. On the other hand the proponents of
community history might suggest that social history considers the broad national picture whilst
community history is social history at a local level. A rose by any other name? If local history is
stripped of its antiquarianism, its purely parochial interests, then surely what emerges is so
close to the Mills' concept that it defies differentiation?

Probably the best example of co-ordinating the latent enthusiasm of local historians is the
magnum opus by Wrigley and Schofield. Surely, after having achieved this, local historians will
wish to continue under the umbrella of Local Population Studies to widen their perception of
techniques and work undertaken elsewhere. Then, if the journal were to explore some of the
other aims of the Society, the necessity for the Mills' note becomes superfluous.

If the purpose of the note was to broaden the horizons of the Society, then the proportion of
demographic and associated sociological, economic and historical topics surely are wide
enough to encompass almost any research associated with the core discipline of demography.
Franklin in his editorial letter suggests that he would welcome more emphasis on the changes
in social structure. To study demographic changes purely from a mathematical viewpoint is a
sterile as a family history which does not give cognisance to the historical social fabric of
family.

The point of the argument is that the aims of the Seciety are defined broadly enough already to
allow qualitative articles in the journal and papers given at conferences. If these papers and
articles are chosen wisely and widely enough, then the Society becomes a platform for the
study of the effects of demographic changes in the social economic fabric of society. Then
surely the question raised by Franklin is superfluous, if editors and conference secretaries
ensure that the contents or speakers represent the wide spectrum of interests stated in the aims
of our Society then a re-defined sub-set of historical research is unnecessary.

Allan Fletcher

Note: 1. Asa Briggs "4 Social History of England" (1983), p8.
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Scope

I would be in favour of broadening the aims of the Society. I have felt that some of the articles
in LPS have been too specialised and esoteric.

Graham Elcombe
Community History

I am fascinated by Dennis Mills' remarks. For many years I have been taking a not dissimilar
line with regard to "Local History", although my objection is to the "history" part!

Perhaps it is due to my training as a Geographer, but I feel that the use of the term "local
history" does a disservice both to the subject and to its practitioners. It is "putting the blinkers
on" and narrowing down the subject and its perception. I much prefer the concept of "local
studies". I believe that one must take a very wide view if one is to understand fully any aspect
of a local area, no matter how small it may be. I like to think of "local studies" as embracing an
amalgam of geology, geography, anthropology, archaeology, economics, history, sociology,
statistics, etc., etc. You name it; I feel that it has a place in Local Studies.

Not unrelated to this, I feel, are two approaches to Historical Geography. One can compare
Harrogate, for instance, in the time of Elizabeth I with Harrogate at the present time. On the
other hand, one can take Transport and trace its evolution, in the case of Ashstead for instance
from prehistoric and Roman ( Stane Street ) tracks up to the present motorway age and the
M25!

Alan Gillies

"Labels"

I suspect that very few good demographers restrict themselves too closely to their principal
filed, if only for the reasons given by Dennis Mills. There is, I suppose, a greater danger of this
amongst a group such as ours, simply because there are some whose background is not as
historians and who could therefore lack historical perspective. I would get a little worried if 1
found folk who did not read beyond LPS. I wonder how many LPSS members, if any, do not
read "The Local Historian".

Phythian-Adams' address [ at Cambridge | was of course excellent and very stimulating. It is
always fascinating to listen to those who can speak with authority on their subject, especially,
as I suspect, was so in this case, when they arewprepared to be a little controversial. Tony
Wrigley at Derby and Deian Hopkin at Bradford also, in their different ways, could give this
authoritative view of the subject under discussion.

Certainly let us look at Population Studies in perspective and consider broader issues. But I
think the danger of looking towards "C ommunity History" is that it could be a very soggy area.
Perhaps I am slightly prejudiced in that, valuable as I found D301, 1 did find the Social
Scientific approach somewhat unhelpful on occasions, and went off to Hull to study "proper”
history as well!



Kevin Schiirer's article in The Local Historian (1) should be studied very carefully before we
get too bogged down in "associated topics". Perhaps in a sense Peter Franklin made the same
point when commenting on the rarity of any reference to "Social Class". This is a term that I
would be very chary of using, particularly with reference to any period before the mid 19th
century. As I understand it, the term is just too loaded to risk using unless you know precisely
how to use it - and your listeners are equally knowledgeable.

Perhaps Schiirer's quotation from Wrigley is one we should bear in mind:

"What distinguishes a significant from an insignificant piece of historical research is not
the size of the unit of investigation, whether in time or space, but the ends in view and
the methods used.".

Roger Bellingham

Note: 1. Schiirer. K, "The future for local history: boom or recession",
The Local Historian August 1991, Vol 23 No 3, pp99-108.

The Hoskins' Approach

May I take this opportunity to respond to the Newsletter and its suggestions about closer links
with the Hoskins' approach to local history. As a research student with the Department of
English Local History I have a foot in both camps. I am therefore very keen to see a widening
of the LPSS base into the local history field. My approach to organising the Shropshire
Conference has been influenced by my local history interests which will certainly be reflected in
the workshops and the computing session. The latter will, I hope, encourage local historians to
construct simple databases and spreadsheets for nominal record linkage and as a base upon
which more advanced techniques can be applied by those with skills and interest in
demography rather than local history.

On the question of boundaries, the approach taken at Leicester is very much towards multi and
overlapping boundaries. No longer can local history be contained within the confines of a
parish as a unit. This is what Professor Phythian-Adams means when he speaks and writes
about societal areas. My own research is taking a multi-boundary approach and my current
study of small town traders confirms that trade hinterlands, transport and kinship have variable
boundaries. This means that the demographic analysis has to consider wider influences than the
immediate parish boundary of the towns and even of their trading hinterlands. I am not so sure
of the value of raising the spectre of "Class Structures" for some work with my class for
Birmingham University School of Continuing Studies is showing how difficult it is to pin exact
labels upon particular groups of people through time.

Trevor Hill
LPSS GENERAL MEETING

For those who may not know those being proposed for Committee membership, Dr Schiirer is
the Editorial Secretary of LPS and a member of the Cambridge Group, as is Dr Eilidh Garrett.
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SHROPSHIRE WEEKEND CONFERENCE
Note from the Conference Organiser

Transport arrangements. The nearest railway station is Stafford. The College has a minibus
which we can use to collect any members who wish to travel by rail, at a small extra cost.
Please advise me of your time of arrival at Stafford and I will organise a suitable collection
time. Please note that it will not be possible to meet every train, but timings will be arranged to
suit a group of travellers and to share the costs. There is an excellent coffee bar in the station
concourse, and we will use this as a meeting point for groups.

Bookings. When bookings reach the break-even point, those attending will be sent
administrative instructions, together with maps of the area and receipts. All cheques should be
made payable to LPSS. For those who have not yet booked, an early response would be
appreciated so that all arrangements can be confirmed. Please do not wait until the formal
closing date before putting pen to paper!

OTHER EVENTS

North West Local History Fair - Manchester Town Hall 26/27 June 1993

This is being held to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Cheetham Society. Both LPSS
and the Local Population History Book Club will be represented, so here is a chance to meet
colleagues. Please support their efforts on your behalf.

Local and Family History Conference - Oakley Centre Crewe - 16th October 1993

This is being organised by the South Cheshire Family History Society ( Peter Chadwick, 208
Bedford Street, CREWE, Cheshire CW2 6JL - Tel (0270) 216628 ). Topics include: Duke of
Westminster's Archives; Methodist Sources, History of Crewe ( illustrated ); Churchyard
History.

| Migration Day School - London - Saturday 9th November 1993 7

This was shown in Newsletter No 10 as "Oct/Nov 93". The date has now been confirmed.
Community History Day School - London - Saturday 11th June 1994

The date is now as shown here and not as shown in Newsletter No 10. Right month, wrong
calendar!

TN SUBSCRIPTIONS * “ a

Would all members please check their Bank Statements - and consciences! - to ensure
that they are up to date with their Subscriptions? Full member £10.00, Student £9.50,
Overseas ( outside Europe ) £14.00. Cheques or Bankers Order forms ( preferably the latter )
to the Secretary. Anyone who paid at an old rate ( £8 or £6 ! ) is asked to send a cheque for
the difference.



LOCAL POPULATION STUDIES SOCIETY
GENERAL MEETING

A General Meeting of the Society will be held at 2.00 pm Saturday 17th April 1993 at Harper Adams Agricultural
College, Edgmond, Newport, Shropshire.

10.

11.

AGENDA
Apologies for absence.
Chairman's Welcome.
Minutes of the last meeting.
Matters arising.
Secretary's Report.
Treasurer's Report.
Conference Secretary's Report.
Amendments to the Society's Constitution - Committee.
The Committee proposes that the Constitution be amended as follows:

A. Clause 8 (a) Line four -  delete "not less than six nor more than ten persons"
insert " not less than six nor more than twelve persons”

Note:  As the Committee members come from all over England, there have been occasions when a quorum
( five members, under Clause 10 (a). ) has only just been achieved. It is felt that an overall increase in the size
of the Committee would improve flexibility, would not add significantly to administrative costs and would be
sounder than reducing the quorum.

B. Clause 8 (h) Line one -  delete "The Society shall have power"
insert " The Committee shall have power"

Note: At present, the Constitution does not give the Committee the ability to fill casual vacancies that may
arise between General Meetings. The present Clause gives the Society this power, and the amendment
proposes that the power be transferred to the Committee. Any Committee member so appointed only holds
office until the next General Meeting.

Election of Committee.

Note:  All Ordinary members of the present Committee, with the exception of Professor P.E.H.Hair, have
expressed a willingness to be considered for re-clection. The Committee has nominated Dr E.Garrett to fill
this vacancy. Item 8, if approved, will create two further vacancies. Members wishing to propose alternative
or additional candidates should forward nominations to the Secretary not later than 12th March 1993. These
should be accompanied by a letter from the nominee, confirming that he/she is willing to serve on the
Committee and is prepared to undertake any task that he/she may be assigned by the Committee.

Mir V.T.J.Arkell will be replaced as a Representative Member of the Committee by Dr K.Schiirer, under
Clause 8 (d).

Local History Book Club - Report

Any Other Business

Notice to Members: As decided at the 1991 General Meeting, General Meetings are now held
annually. Members who are unable to attend this meeting but who would like to put forward a comment or a

suggestion in respect of the Society's activities are invited to write to the Secretary, not later than 12th March
1993.



Local Population History Book Club

Announcing The Return of Wrigley & Schofield !
This list accurate at: 27 February 1993

Prices are in pounds sterling, but our soft-ware

has no pounds sign! All titles are available by post from:
Dr Peter Franklin, LP.H. Book Club, 46 Fountain Street,
ACCRINGTON, Lancashire BBS OQP (postage extra).

M. Anderson,
M. Anderson,
D. Baines,

J.U. Beckett,
Bewdley H.R.G.,
J.P. Boulton,

L. Bradley,

D.J. Butler,

C. Carpenter,
C.R. Cheney,
M.C. Coleman,
P.R. Coss,

B.J. Davey,

P. Denley et al.,
M. Drake,

C. Dyer,

C. Dyer,

F. Engels,
F.Engels,

R. Finlay,

J.L. Flandrin,

R. Floud et al.,
P. Franklin,

D. Fraser etal,,
D.A. Gatley,

M. Gelling,

P. Glennie,

E. Gooder,

J: Goody,

D.B. Grigg,
P.E.H. Hair,
P.E.H. Hair,

J.B. Harley,

J. Hatcher,

D. Hawgood,

D. Hawgood,

D. Hey,

R.A. Houlbrooke,
R.A.B. Houston,
C.R. Humphery-Smith,
S. Jackson,

Approaches to History of Western Family, 1500-1914

Population change in N.W. Europe, 17501850
Migration in a Mature Economy
Local Taxation

Bewdley in its Golden Age 1660-1760
Neighbourhood and Society

Glossary for Local Population Studies
Durham City 1851 Census

Locality and Polity, Warwickshire 1401-1493

Royal Historical Society Handbook of Dates
Downham-in-the-isle

Lordship, Knighthood and Locality

Ashwell 1830-1914 (Leics. Occ. Pap.)
History and Computing il

Population Studies from Parish Registers
Hanbury: Settlement in Woodland (Leics. Occ. Pap.)
Standards of Living in Later Middle Ages
Condition of the Working Class in England
Origin of the Family

Parish Registers (H.G.R.G. Pap.)

Families in Former Times

Height, Health and History

Peasant Widows before Black Death
Pursuit of Urban History

Hanley in 1851

Signposts to the Past

Distinguishing Men’s Trades (H.G.R.G. Pap.)
Latin for Local History

Development of Family and Marriage
Population Growth and Agrarian Change
Before the Bawdy Court

Coals on Rails

Ordnance Survey and Land-Use Mapping (H.G.R.G. Pap.)

Plague, Population and English Economy 1348-1530

Computers for Family History (3ed-edny) (&'€ odu)

Gedcom Data Transfer, Moving Your Family Tree
Family History and Local History

The English Family 1450-1700

Scottish Literacy and Scottish Identity

Atlas and Index of Parish Registers

Industrial Colonies and Communities

Pub.
Price
3-T5
5-93
35-00
3-00

10-95
30-00

4-60
475
28-00
2-40
8-7
24-00
1-40
6-40
60-00

7-60

30-00
3-20
11-85
4-80
7-95
7-60
3-15
315
3-85
8-75
32-00
1-00
36-00
2-40
10-35
6-35
7-60
7-15
5-00
3-00
8-40
3-95
4-60
2-80
2-00
8-75
B-75
28-00
30-00
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Pub. Ciub

Price Price
G. Kearns, Urban Epidemics, London Cholera 1848-48 (H.G.R.G.Pap.)  4-85 3-95
JE. Knodel, Demographic Behaviour in the Past 45-00 36-00
A. Kussmaul, General View of the Rural Economy 27-95 22-35
P.J. Larkham et al,, Glossary of Urban Form (H.G.R.G. Pap.) 7-95 6-35
R. Lawton, Census and Social Structure 24-00 18-20
L.P.S. Original Parish Registers 3-00 2-50
L.P.S, First Supplement to Original Parish Registers 375 3-00
LP.S, Second Supplement to Original Parish Registers 375 300
L.P.S., Third Supplement to Original Parish Registers 4-50 3-50
LP.S, Fourth Supplement to Original Parish Registers 4-50 3-50
LP.S, Plague Reconsidered 365 2-65
J:D. Marshall, 0Old Poor Law 1795-1834 5-50 4-40
C.T. Martin, Record Interpreter 20-00 16-00
E. Mawdsley et al,, History and Computing lll 16-98 13-55
6. Mayhew, Tudor Rye 9-95 7-95
C. Miller, Account Books of T. Smith, Gloucs. Farmer 14-00 11-20
D. Mills, \ictorians on the Move 1-50 1-20
D. Mills & C. Pearce, People and Places in Victorian Census (H.G.R.G. Pap.) 7-95 6-35
H. Mozley et al., People Count 2-00 1-60
R. Penn, Skilled Workers in the Class Structure N.A. 6-75
C. Phythian-Adams, Re~-thinking English Local History (Leics. Occ. Pap.) 9-99 T7-9%
E. Porter, Victorian Cambridge. Chater's Diaries 1844-1684 9-9%5 7-95
R. Porter, Disease, Medicine and Society 1550-1860 5-50 4-40
S. Rappaport, Worlds within Worlds 35-00 28-00
D. Reher, Town and Country in Pre-industrial Spain ¢.32-50 20%off
J. Richardson, Local Historian’s Encyclopedia 13-95 11-15
P. Riden, Record Sources for Local History 10-85 8-7
G. Rude, The Crowd in History 9-95 7-95
K. Schurer & S.J. Anderson, Guide to Historical Data Files in Machine-Readable Form 7-95 6-35
K. Schurer & T. Arkell, Surveying the People 10-00 8-00
JA. Sharpe, Crime in Early Modern England 1550-1750 10-98 8-75
M.M. Sheehan et al., Domestic Society in Medieval Europe 4-95 3-95
B, Short, Geography of England and Wales in 1910 (H.G.R.G. Occ. Pap.) 4-95 3-85
P. Slack, English Poor Law 1531-1782 5-79 4-60
P. Slack, Poverty and Policy in Tudor and Stuart England 10-50 B8-40
R.M. Smith, Land, Kinship and Life-Cycle 50-00 40-00
K. Snell, Annals of Labouring Poor 17-95 14-35
M. Spufford, Contrasting Communities 15-00 12-00
D. Stuart, Manorial Records 12-95 10-35
W.E. Tate, The Parish Chest 20-00 16-00
N. Thomis, Luddism in Nottinghamshire 5-00 4-00
P.P. Viazzo, Upland Communities 35-00 28-00
J. Walter & R. Schofield, Famine, Disease and the Social Order 37-50 30-00
J: West, Town Records 25-00 20-00
J. West, Village Records 20-00 16-00
R, Whitfield, Frederick Engels in Manchester 4-80 3-80
S. Wilmot, Business of Improvement: Agriculture (H.G.R.G. Pap.) 795 6-3»
E.A. Wrigley, Continuity, Chance and Change 8-50 6-80
E.A. Wrigley & R.S. Schofield Population History of England 1541-1871 24-95 189-85

%%% gorry price is higher than anticipated in LPSS Newsletter 10: we were given wrong information¥%x

GM. Wyatt, Nantwich and Wybunbury 1680-1813 1-40 1-10
F.A. Youngs, Royal Historical Soc. Guide to Local Admin. Units, ii (North) ~ 25-00 20-00

We charge postage at cost, which is difficult to predict, and
so invite postal customers to send "open cheques” with
maximum values marked (if in doubt, ask your bank), or to
delay sending payment until they have received their orders.
Please make cheques payable to "L.P.H, Book Club’.

An up-to-date copy of this list will be sent on receipt of s.ae.

In

Stock? |
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