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Dear LPSS member,

1. Where are we going? This edition of the Newsletter features a
careful consideration of what L.P.S.S.'s aims and objectives should be
from Dennis Mills, our versatile Conference Secretary.

Have our aims been too narrowly demographic in the past,
particularly in terms of what happens at our conferences? Have
conference programmes perhaps followed the brief statement of aims in
our Constitution rather too closely, whereas in practice our members'
interests in and approaches to the past have been rather more broadly
based?

It could be argued that a closer involvement with "community
history" would, in practice, bring us considerably closer to the late
W.G. Hoskins' approach to local history (which might be no bad thing).
As a person in trying to teach a course which deals with changes in the
structure of English rural society over the period from Domesday Book to
c.1800 (and hopefully understand them myself), I would very much welcome
more emphasis in the Society on questions of social structure and of
changes within social structure. It is notable how rarely the term
"social class" is heard at our conferences. I for one would welcome
more frequent discussion of its influences, providing that this were to
produce more light than heat.

Certainly it would be no bad thing if the Society's wider aims and
interests were to receive more stress, and more publicity in future,
especially if this would help us to get our message across to more
family and local historians.

It might be said that the L.P.H. Book Club has been pursuing wider
aims all along, but some will call this special pleading and cynics will
say that is because the number of books in print which relate purely to
historical demography is so small.

Your Committee are always interested to hear what you think, but
particularly so in this case. Please send your comments to David Cooke,
whose address is given later.

2. Readers will know from Newsletter 8 that David Gatley was
planning a day school for us in Stoke-on-Trent. This will now be held
in April 1994. He would be interested to hear from any more members who
have research interests in the West Midlands and North West, and who
might like to contribute papers to this event. Please write to him at:
114 Thornton Road, Shelton, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 2BD.

3. Finally, apologies for misspelling "Harper Adams" in the last
Newsletter. The reason was, in Dr Johnson's words, "Ignorance, Ma'am,
ignorance!"

Yours sincerely,
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Peter Franklin, Acting Editor.



The Objectives of LPSS: do they include something we might call
Community History? A note from Dennis Mills, Conference Secretary.

The aims of the Society are defined in the Consitution as "(i) to
promote the study of local historical demography and associated
sociological, economic and historical topics". The remaining aims
relate to the promotion of the first aim in the realms of education,
research and publication.

Perhaps the time has come to consider more fully what might be meant by
"associated sociological, economic and historical topics". We might
also bear in mind the full title of the Cambridge Group for the History
of Population and Social Structure (my emphasis). Recently we have been
putting out membership forms and posters which mention a wide range of
topics:

Poster - Genealogy
Community History
History of the Family
Famine, Disease & Medicine
Childhood, Service, Migration & Marriage

Leaflet - Local History
Family History
Famine and Disease
Historical Demography

I was very struck by the response that Charles Phythian-Adams' wide-
ranging talk received at the Madingley Conference. Clearly members were
not only interested in a much wider range of historical issues than the
narrowly demographic, they were also very competent at debating them.
While not suggesting we need to rephrase the constitutional aims of the
Society, I would like members to debate the range of topics they would
like us to take into account when planning conferences and day-schools.
One of our present conscious acts of policy is to offer topics which we
think are of interest to family historians and the events planned for
Manchester on 11 September 1993 and at Bristol in July 1994 reflect this
concern very closely. What I say below should not in any way be taken
as a change in our stance towards family historians.

I would like to suggest that our '"associated topics" be given more
coherence, so that we cover a wide range of topics in historical
demography, historical sociology and historical geography in a more co-
ordinated way at the local scale. T would like us to consider using the
term "community history" to embrace this basic idea. Now as we all
know, the term "community" means all things to all people, so I need to
put forward some concepts which would be in action beneath such an
umbrella.

First of all, there is the PROBLEM of defining communities, including
territorial and non-territorial definitions, and the wisdom or otherwise
of seeing our ©problems in the context of arbitrarily defined
administrative entities. Thus, for example, it is a familiar criticism
of family reconstitution that it should not be limited to one set of
parish registers, but because of much local migration it should range
further afield, otherwise the families reconstituted are the relatively
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immobile families only. Similar arguments have been put forward in
relation to the land tax assessments, because farm and estate boundaries
do not neatly coincide with parish boundaries, and so on. While there
are many practical reasons why there are so many single-place studies,
perhaps we need to school ourselves more in their limitations.

Secondly, there is the study of the relationships between individuals
and households WITHIN communities. This covers a very broad range of
topics: demographic, sociological, spatial, political, religious, and so
on. Currently, many of these are seen in isolation, or semi-isolation,
again often for very good practical reasons. For instance, if you
happen to be interested in church rate disputes, as I am, you cannot be
expected to know the full details of every local context in which they
occurred: nevertheless to be fully briefed on one case yields important
insights colouring one's views of other cases, and perhaps restrains one
from making too many wild generalisations. So, the "community" as a
context can be used to view events, trends, and relationships more
holistically, and one hopes in a clearer light.

Thirdly, there is the study of relationships BETWEEN communities, as the
latter are traditionally defined in particular. Studies of migration,
marriage horizons, the variation in service provision between rural
"communities", of wurban hinterlands, statute hirings and the
organisation of nonconformist denominations across several/many Anglican
parishes all raise the possibility that many people lived, as now, in
more than one community at once. So perhaps face-to-face territorial
communities nested within larger associational communities, in both town
and country.

Perhaps I have said enough to suggest that if used conceptually, as well

as descriptively, the term "community" can be taken seriously by members
of LPSS.

Officers' Addresses
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Conference Secretary: Dr Dennis Mills, 17 Rectory Lane, Branston,
Lincoln LN4 1NA
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Notes on Research in Progress

THE FAMILY, SOCIAL CHANGE AND THE LIFE CYCLE IN VICTORIAN WARRINGTON,
contributed by David Alan Gatley

Readers might be interested in a census-based research project I am
currently undertaking into Victorian Warrington. The aims of the study
are as follows:-

1) To develop census analysis and census-linking
techniques for application, at a later date, to the
study of other towns in the late-Victorian period.

2) To examine how the structure of the household and
family changed in the second half of the nineteenth
century. This will involve an examination of household
and family size, household membership, the predominant
family type and the propinquity of kin.

3) To examine the changing occupational and employment
structure of Victorian Warrington. In addition to
looking at the employment of males, the study will
focus upon female employment and the characteristics of
female workers: their ages, and marital and parental
statuses.

4) To examine how the position of children and young
people changed in response to the growth of education
and the decline in employment opportunities for
children.

5) To examine the individual life course and family life
cycle. This will involve an examination of: basic
demographic trends, mean ages at marriage and child-
bearing, fertility, and differences in these by
occupation, social class and birthplace. Also to be
examined are: the relationship between the
participation of married and widowed women in the
labour market and fertility, and occupational mobility
and career trajectories.

In order to undertake the study, a sample of 8,500 individuals residing
in approximately 1,600 households has been extracted from the 1881
census enumerators' books (CEBs) and a similarly sized sample will be
taken from the 1851 CEBs. 1IN order to examine changes in household and
family structure and the life course, attempts will be made to link
those households sampled in 1851 and 1881 with their corresponding
entries in the 1841, 1861, 1871 and 1891 censuses.

Should the study be successful, it is hoped to undertake a comparative
study of household and family change in Victorian Warrington, Hanley and
Bath.
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Forthcoming Conferences and Day Schools, from Dennis Mills

SHROPSHIRE, 16-18 April 1993, at Harper Adams College, Newport. The
theme is Trade Directories, Tithe Sources and the Census. Full
residential fee: £98; partial attendance pro rata. Programmes went out
with LPS in November 1992. This conference will include the 1993 AGM.
(Organiser: Trevor Hill, 24 Wheatfield Drive, Shifnal, TF11 8HL; tel.
0952 461068.)

MANCHESTER, 11 September 1993, at Manchester Metropolitan University
(formerly the Polly) in association with the Manchester and Lancashire
FHS. Theme: Parish Registers. Programmes probably ready by April.
(Organiser: Mrs Marnie Mason, 3 Southland, Holmes Chapel, CW4 1EU;
tel.0477537804. )

LONDON, Oct/Nov 1993 (day school). Hosts will be the University of
London Extra-Mural Society for Genealogy and History of the Family, and
the centre for Extra-Mural Studies. Theme: Migration. Fee: about £20.
(Society's programme secretary is Dr John Reed, Willow Tree House,
Westleigh Drive, Bromley, BR1 2PN; tel. 081 467 1452.)

STOKE-ON-TRENT 16 April 1994, at Staffordshire University (formerly the
Polly). Theme: Topics relating to the West Midlands and North West, and
especially the Potteries. (Organiser: Dr David Alan Gatley, 114
Thornton Road, Shelton, Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 ZBD; tel. 0782 415340.)

LONDON, 12 June 1994, at the Institute of Historical Research, Senate
House, University of London. The British Local History room has been
booked to enable those attending to browse in this important library,
which has collections of VCH volumes, many county directories and poll
books, etc.. Theme: 'What is Community History?: Concepts, Sources,
Problems, Potentialities", for the special benefit of OU students on the
new DA301 course, "Studying Family and Community History, 1800-1970",
(Chairman, Professor Ruth Finnegan). All Society members are, of
course, welcome. (Organiser: Dr Dennis Mills, 17 Rectory Lane,
Branston, Lincoln, LN4 1NA; tel. 0522 791764.)

BRISTOL, weekend conference, provisionally booked at the University 1-3
July 1994. This will include the AGM. Theme: Family History and the
History of the Family, what we can learn from eachother. Possibly to be
run in association with the Bristol and Avon FHS, and the Somerset and
Devon FHS. (Organiser: Don J. Steel, "Brooking", Jarvis Lane, FEast
Brent, Highbridge, Somerset; tel. 0278 760535.)

BIRMINGHAM, 17 September 1994, at the School of Continuing Education,
University of Birmingham. No theme settled yet. (Organisers: jointly
Dr John Aitken for the School and R.G. Field, 45 Moreland Road,
Droitwich, WR9 8RN; tel. 0905 773420.)

YORKSHIRE. Possibility of a 1995 weekend conference in Yorkshire.




NEWS FROM L.P.H. BOOK CLUB

I am happy to report that K. Schurer and T. Arkell, Surveying the
People, (£8-00) arrived a few months ago and is well on the way to
becoming one of our best-sellers. This fascinating study of the late-C17
records of the Hearth Tax, Compton Census, Poll Taxes and Marriage Duty
Act will also be of interest to those working on similar kinds of record
from other centuries.

I am sorry to report that Wrigley and Schofield, as it is popularly
known, is unavailable at the moment. C.U.P. are reprinting, and have
told us that it will be on sale again before long, so the Club has
placed an order and is maintaining a list of customers, as we did before
Schurer and Arkell appeared. Please write to the address below if you
would like to have your name added. Please note that the cost is now
£18-35 (plus postage).

The price of C.R. Cheney's Royal Hist. Soc. Handbook of Dates has also
increased, which should come as no surprise as we have been selling this
most useful book at £4-00 per hardback copy for years. We expect our
new price to be £7-60. By way of compensation, we are selling M.C.
Coleman's Downham-in-the-Isle at only £7-50.

D. Stuart, Manorial Records, (£10-35) is a new title which will show you
how to read court records, accounts and surveys. It has excellent
illustrations and transcriptions of documents and should stand on your
bookshelves next to West's Village Records. (The bad news about the
latter is that our price has had to be increased to £16-00.)

Computer buffs will be interested to know that we have added two new
titles to our list especially for them. FEach consists of a wide-ranging
collection of papers given at a conference of the Association for
History and Computing. P. Denley, S. Fogelvik and C. Harvey, eds.,
History and Computing II, (£11-95) contains papers given at the first of
these events, held at Westfield College, University of London. E.
Mawdsley, N. Morgan, L. Richmond and R. Trainor, History and Computing
ITI. Historians, Computers and Data. Applications 1in Research and
Training, (£13-55) contains those from the second, held at Glasgow
University. Each book includes contributions on sources, methods,
teaching and research from about thirty different authors. We also now
have the new (3rd) edition of D. Hawgood's popular Computers for Family
History, which we are selling at £2-80.

Bewdley Historical Research Group, Bewdley in its Golden Age, (£8-75) is
a co-operative study of local society in a small, but important, market
town and river port, based largely upon wills and inventories of the
period 1660-1760. M. Barrett's chapter on the town's population will be
of particular interest to Society members, and was picked out for
favourable comment in a review in Family Tree Magazine last year.

Notices: If any reader hears of a second-hand copy of J.H. Baker's
Manual of law French, or of R. Kelham's Dictionary of the Norman or 0Old
French Language for sale, could he or she please contact the Book Club
Manager? Thanks.

All titles are available by post from: Dr Peter Franklin, L.P.H. Book
Club, 46 Fountain Street, ACCRINGTON BB5 O0QP.



