Local Population Studies Society

L P S8 S N E W S8 L. E T T E R

No .9 Auvugust 1992

Dear LPSS member,

1. While Paul Hair is in America, I thought I would take up the
question of conferences again. The question I mean is the one which
puzzles both your Committee and conference-attenders as a whole: why
don’t more people come to them?

BBC Radio 4 recently carried a witty piece about the elements
which make up a successful conference - the location, accommodation,
bar, etc., with speakers and themes coming far down the list. Of course
these practical things do help to promote a good conference. The
conference reports which L.P.S. kindly prints for us can never really
convey the atmosphere of a successful event. As Paul Hair has
mentioned, we presume that you want to know who said what, and this
leaves little space for other matters. But a conference is also a
social event, particularly a weekend one. At Madingley, we met people
we have known for years, and were happy to welcome newcomers (whom we
hope will come again): interest in the same subject already gave us a
lot in common. At mealtimes (and good meals they were too) we had the
pleasure of the company of some of the speakers, and also of Miss
Barbara Botradi, who has submitted designs for a Society logo at your
Committee’s request. Many people enjoyed the Hall's extensive gardens
and the sunny weather. And we enjoyed the story of how, when the Prince
of Wales was a student at Cambridge and lived at Madingley, the Prince
Consort had to come and give him advice on the subject of involvements
with actresses, which were not part of the syllabus. (Public figures in
our own day might do well to follow this.)

I hope no one is being put off by the Jow prices of our events.
L.P.S.S.’s links are with the academic world, so the costs of our events
bear no relation to those run by some professional and business
organisations. If you get invitations to these, don’t think that our
modest charges reflect any lack of quality. If your conscience demands
that you spend more, then give the balance to Oxfam, or buy some books.

If you would like to come, but are put off by problems of access
or timing, do let us know. Some events have been held at locations a
few miles outside city centres: have problems with public transport put
you off? The last two weekend conferences have been held in Summer,
which we know is awkward for some people, and in 1993 we revert to
Spring. Do write and tell us of improvements you would like to see, or
difficulties which we can try to iron out.

2. Your Committee were happy to welcome Miss Mary Hodges (address
on next page) as our new Treasurer. I have now laid down the post of
Acting Treasurer, with thanks to all for their patience with someone
whose previous experience of accounts had rarely extended beyond the
c14.

Yours sincerely,

P@W Acting Editor.



A Note on Local Population Densities, from Dennis Mills

In the January 1992 Newsletter, Prof. Paul Hair wrote a note
warning of the dangers inherent in making local population estimates,
which I would heartily endorse. In fact, we had a discussion at the
Madingley Conference where the dangers of over interpretation of small
populations cropped up.

However, there is another context in which population estimates,
such as those based on the hearth taxes, the Compton census, etc, can be
quite useful. This is the context of geographical comparisons. If, for
the sake of argument, the source is subject to the same sort of error or
incompleteness (e.g. communicants only) from one place to another, this
does not, in principle, inhibit comparisons of size between different
places. This is especially so if there are a number of contemporary, or
near contemporary, sources. In order to study certain aspects of local
population, it is important to know how big a place was relative to its
neighbours. A small village was probably only agricultural in its
occupational structure, whereas larger places would have significant
service populations, and perhaps some form of extractive industry or
mass manufacturing.

A significant way of extending this line of enquiry is to
calculate the density of population, by expressing the population as so
many persons per square mile. For this purpose one needs to know that
there are 640 acres to the square mile, and to have an accurate acreage
figure. Don’t use acreages given in trade directories if you can avoid
it. These are usually estimates, especially in the middle nineteenth
century. Instead, track down the population tables in the Victoria
History of your county, generally in Volume II. These usually include
the late nineteenth century acreages accurately measured by the Ordnance
Survey on a standard basis (e.g. including roads and water bodies).
Obviously late nineteenth-century Census Reports contain the same
figures. Where you suspect significant boundary changes between your
period and c.1880, you will have some more homework to do. Otherwise
you can go ahead and produce density figures which will throw up another
series of questions, often related to early enclosure or poor land (low
densities) or to the growth of services and industry (high densities).
From 1750 at least you can begin to think about poor rates and
open/closed village differences as well.
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LOCAL FOFULATION STUDIES SQCIETY
ANNUAL ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 1992

RECEIPTS PAYMENTS
Subscriptions 2002.50 Purchase
note 1 LPS 46 & 47 2350.00
Foreign exchange 11.70 Travel 302.80
Miscellaneous 4209.32 Copying etc 219.76
note 2 Stationery 322.70
Post 762.26
Misc 227.45
Conft Chester 1742.21
Conf Cardiff 287.26
BALH 13.00
Local Hist 10.80
Lancs Loc Hist 6.00
Total receipts 6223.52 Total payments 6244.24
Cash at Banks Cash at Banks
April 1 1991 March 31 1992
Midland a/c 124.78 Midland a/c 183.68
-~ TSB current a/c 696.99 TSB current a/c 1717.37
TSB deposit a/c 1298.27 TSB deposit a/c 198.27 note 3
Total 2120.04 Total 2099.32
TOTAL 8343.56 TOTAL 8343.56

ACCUMULATED FUNDS

Balance of funds April 1 1991 2120.04
Receipts 6223.52
Payments 6244.24

Deficit 20.72
Balance of funds March 31 1992 2099.32
NOTES

note 1 subscriptions are Bankers Orders only

note 2 Misc includes conference payments, subs and other items
note 3 £1100 was transferred from the Deposit to the Current a/c
on 27.8.91

1nis statement of the receipts and payments of the Local Population
Studies Society for the year 1 April 1991 to 31 March 1992 is in
accordance with the books and records of the Society and with the
explanation given to me.
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Notes on Research in Progress

1. WHAT IS A SHEPHERD?, contributed by Gloria Mundy

To most of us, the word "shepherd" conjures up an image of a man
(or perhaps a woman or a boy) who looks after the sheep on behalf of a
farmer, a village community or the lord of the manor. We think of a
paid employee, a person of relatively low social and economic status.
But this view may be too simple. "Shepherd" is quite a common English
surname, and in early records we find it in at least three basic forms:
Middle English Shepherde (plenty of spellings!'), Latin Bercarius, and
also Middle English Bercare (or Berker). Bercare looks like Latin, but
it was a distinct English name derived from the French.

And what was the status of these people in medieval times?
Historians know well that shepherds employed by the lord of the manor,
like his other agricultural staff, were given only their keep, doled out
in allowances of cheap corn, and wages of a few shillings per year.
Would the shepherds employed by other people have fared much better?

So it is a surprise to find that in lists of taxpayers people
called Shepherde were often assessed to pay more than anyone else in
their villages. The 1327 Gloucestershire tax roll has many good
examples of those called Shepherde paying 7s or 8s at a time when moss
of the community paid only 1s or 2s, if they paid any tax at all.
These people are concentrated in the Cotswold area famous for its wool,
and are rarely (or never) found down by the Severn or in the Forest of
Dean.

It is true that occupational and other surnames were first given
to appropriate individuals and gradually became hereditary, SO the
number of Shepherdes involved with sheep declines, but in the
generations just before the Black Death surnames were still quite fluid
and many people were still known by ones which were appropriate to them.
We can hardly doubt that many of the 1327 Shepherdes were involved with
sheep.

which brings me back to my question, "what is a shepherd?”.
Evidently the word has two meanings, and may indicate either a poor
employee or a wealthy sheep farmer. But what does "sheep farmer" mean
at this date? They cannot be the local gentry, for there was glot one
gentry family called Shepherde or related names in this county. They
seem to be wealthy individuals at the top end of the peasantry, and
there seems to be only one in each township. Could they already be
people leasing out demesnes? I presume that they are the precursors of
the Cotswold graziers who appear in a famous article by Eileen Power,
already flourishing before the Black Death. She looked at the fifteenth
century, by which time surnames had become much more fixed and
hereditary, with the result that none of the individual graziers she
mentions was actually called Shepherde.

This is a tiny piece of further evidence reminding us that
occupational terms need careful handling, in all centuries. (I should
like to thank Peter Franklin for the electronic copy of the
Gloucestershire tax roll.)

1. P.H. Reaney, Dictionary of British Surnames, (1958), 21.

2. E. Britton, Community of the Vill, (Toronto, 1977), 74, argues only
40% of families in a Hunts. village paid tax.

3. N. Saul, Knights and Esquires, (1981).

4. "The Wool Trade in the Fifteenth Century", in Power & Postan, Studies
in English Trade in the Fifteenth Century, (1933), 39-90.



2. THE MEDIEVAL TAXPAYER, contributed by Peter Franklin

The words "medieval taxpayer" conjure up a picture of a rebellious
peasant ready to march on London after seeing off the local Poll Tax
collector. The Poll Taxes of 1377-1381 were the most notorious medieval
taxes, and the attempt to tax and record the name of almost every adult
has given their written records a special importance. But, thanks to
Wat Tyler and his fellows, they lasted only a few vears. Englishmen
were much more used to paying taxes called "Lay Subsidies", which were
demanded at irregular intervals from before the year 1290 right down to
the reign of Charles I. For most of that long period fixed sums of
money were collected from the inhabitants of each township, and many
people are probably unaware that from 1290 to 1332 the taxmen were
required to assess all taxpayers within their counties individually
every time the tax was levied, and to record their names in a parchment
roll. This produced county rolls containing between 2,500 and 16,000
names.

Local historians often know these detailed Lay Subsidy Rolls well,
for many have been printed by record societies, but population
historians have paid them little attention. The Lay Subsidies did not
try to tax all adults, and the tremendous variations in the sums raised
from year to year and in the numbers of names recorded suggest that
there was much evasion and fraud. Yet they do haye their uses.
Professor J.A. Raftis has used them to trace migrants. I have used
them as a source for medieval names and also_as evidence for the number
of independent widows in al society. I am now using the
Gloucestershire roll for 1327,° in conjunction with manorial records, in
an attempt to answer some basic questions about the identity of the
medieval taxpayer and how taxation affected the local community two
generations before the taxmen's visits sent every good man in search of
his weapon.

Present results confirm that the taxes were paid by householders
who were, of course, usually men: wives and children did not pay and
their names do not appear. By 1327, many of the sums paid were
ridiculously small. Each taxpayer was supposed to contribute a set
fraction of the value of his taxable goods (variable at this time, but
later fixed at one-tenth or one-fifteenth). 1In 1327 the fraction was
one-twentieth, but it is impossible to believe that people who were
assessed at only 1s or 2s, and who are known from independent sources to
have been substantial peasants, were worth only 20s or 40s. Their main
taxable goods were animals and corn for sale, and in this county a good
ox was worth about 13s 4d and a quarter of wheat about 5s.
Underassessment was clearly rife, and this may have made many people not
liable to pay tax at all, for parliament had decreed that those whose
goods were worth 10s or less were to be let ,off.

The system of taxation before the Poll Taxes seems to have been
one whereby only householders paid, people were greatly underassessed,
and many householders got away with paying nothing. Perhaps it was
these conditions which led people to accept the Lay Subsidies and pay
them peacefully (with rare exceptions), even in times of political
unrest.

1. J.A. Raftis, "Geographical Mobility in Lay Subsidy Rolls", Mediaeval
Studies, xxxviii (1976), pp.385-403.

9. L.P.S.36, (1986); L.P.S.S. Newsletter 6, (January 1991).

3. An edition was printed by Sir Thomas Phillipps, the C19 manuscript
collector, but I have prepared a new one for Alan Sutton Publishing of
Stroud.



For Your Diary

BRADFORD Saturday 7 November 1992. A computer-based day conference,
designed to be of particular interest to family and local historians.
Robert Schofield will speak on the Irish in Keighley, and Deian Hopkin
on Free Form Databases. A packed programme includes five workshops
giving hands-on experience of modern technology: Deian Hopkin’s workshop
will also be on Free Form Databases, Robert Schofield’s on Computer
Mapping Systems, David Gatley’s on Warrington in 1851, David Cooke’s on
Doncaster in 1851, and P. Cooley’'s on Biographs. (Oorganiser: Sir D.
Cooke, Bt, 8 Royal Crescent, Harrogate. Tel:0423 524656)

SHROPSHIRE 16-18 April 1993. A weekend conference at Harpur-Adams
College, Newport, in association with the Friends of Shropshire Archives
and Research, and the Shropshire F.H.S.. Main themes: trade directories
and the C19 census. (organiser: Trevor Hill, 24 Wwheatfield Drive,
Shifnal TF11 8HL. Tel:0952 461068)

MANCHESTER September 1993. A day conference in association with the
Manchester and Lancashire F.H.S.. Theme: parish registers. (Organiser:
Mrs Marnie Mason, 3 Southland, Holmes Chapel CW4 1EU. Tel:0477 37804)

LONDON Oct/Nov 1993. A day conference with the Univ. of London Extra-
Mural Society for Genealogy and History of the Family. Theme: to be
determined. (Organiser: Dr John Reed, Willow Tree Ho, Westleigh Drive,
Bromley BR1 2PN. Tel:081 467 1452)

For information on the above please contact the organisers, or write to
the Conference Secretary, Dr Dennis Mills (address on previous page).

For notices of 1994 events, see Newsletter 8.

NEWS FROM L.P.H. BOOK CLUB

K. Schurer and T. Arkell, Surveyving the People. The eagerly-awaited new
L.P.S. supplement which discusses key population sources for the later
seventeenth century. We are taking orders and hope to have the first
copies very shortly. Please note that there has been a misunderstanding
over the price of this book, but we will sell copies at £8-00 and give
customers our usual 20 per cent discount.

New additions to our list also include recent Leicester Occ. Papers by
C. Dyer and C. Phythian-Adams, the studies of medieval society by C.
carpenter and P.R. Coss, reviewed in L.P.5.48, and D. Hawgood’s booklet
mentioned in Newsletter 8. We also now stock M. Gelling’s famous
Signposts to the Past, and titles by R.A. Houlbrooke, J.A. Sharpe and P.
Slack from Longman’s series on early modern society.

Notices: Will the person who purchased Doughty, Building the Industrial
City at Madingley please write to the Book Club Manager?

All titles are available by post from: L.P.H. Book Club, 46 Fountain
Street, ACCRINGTON BB5S OQP.




