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Dear LPSS member,

1. One of the bargains of the Local
Population History Book Club is Wrigley and
Schofield's Population History of England,
and probably most members have now
introduced themselves to this monumental
work, even if like me, they have not
consumed it cover to cover. It represents a
determined attempt to trace the course of
national population size from the sixteenth
century up to the censuses of the nineteenth
century. Like all such blockbusters it at
first stunned - hence some time had to
elapse before the methodology of the work
could receive full critical assessment.
However, hints and first thoughts have begun
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to appear, for instance, checking the
representativeness of the sample.

2. In general, ignoring the subtle and
complex statistical manipulation via the
computer, which is only the tool of the
exercise, what have to be assessed are the
hard facts and the assumptions. The former
are the nineteenth century census and
secular registration figures, from which the
exercise works backwards three centuries, on
certain assumptions applied to the patently
inadequate figures we get from parish
register aggregates. Common Sense suggests
that, since assumptions always contain
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margins of error, the trend backwards will
be one of estimates that are broader and
broader. But demographers now regularly
claim to be able to produce quite tight
estimates from apparently inadequate figures
by recognising limits and interweaving them.
For instance, the infant mortality of our
ancestors cannot have gone beyond a certain
point or we wouldn't be here today! These
limits keep pressing down the spread of
backward trends, it is claimed, hence W and
S finish up in the sixteenth century with a
narrow line and not with a broad margin-of-
error-multiplied spread. Still and all,
given the assumptions involved, a cautious
scholar might be wise not to build too much
history on the exact ups and downs of pre-
1800 population.

3. But in LPSS we are less concerned with
national population estimates than with
local population estimates. And here it is
clear that W and S is a positive danger. Not
from any fault of the authors but from
misinterpretation by some of those working
on small sections of the national
population, say, a parish. You will remember
that the early chapters of W and S are
concerned solely with tidying up the PR
figures in order to produce a meaningful
sample, and that many assumptions have to be
made. These assumptions are in general very
carefully thought out and are most probably
very sound ones for a national exercise. But
since they relate to a national average,
they are very risky assumptions to borrow
for any constituent locality. For instance,
you may happen to have a parish which has
far more dissenters, or Quakers, or Roman
Catholics, than the national average. Or the
Commonwealth affected it peculiarly. What we
learn in local population studies is the
diversity of parish experience. In the past
it was thought impossible to deduce from the
PR an estimate for the population size of a
parish in early centuries without a very
large margin of error. (Hence - 'in 1600 the
population was probably between 500 and
1,000.') It still is. W and S does not
sharpen it much.

4. Unfortunately it follows, that if we
cannot arrive at exact or even nearly exact
population estimates for a locality, we
cannot carry on to produce those rates we
all know and love - mortality, nuptiality,
fertility. These depend on knowing the
population at risk (an odd term for the

4 4atte: two rates). Of course you may have

some other and sounder way of getting a
population estimate (some other way than the
even shakier fiqures from hearth tax,
ecclesiastical censuses, etc). But a normal
wide-margin-of-error population estimate
makes any rate of the above three kinds
meaningless, in the sense of comparing it
with one from anywhere else. Mind you, it is
possible to arque in very very broad terms,
such as - "for Puddlecombe in the Marsh to
have had the mortality rate of today would,
on such figures as we can extract from the
PRs, require it to have had a population of
100,000, which is patently nonsense,
therefore the rate was higher than today,
Q.E.D.' But this only provides a glimpse of
the obvious.

5. Researchers often fall back on 'surrogate
rates', for instance the proportion of
infant or child deaths to adult deaths (over
a given period), which can be obtained from
some PRs. This exercise almost invariably
suggests that IM (or child mortality) was
'high', i.e. compared to Britain today, but
not precisely how high, e.q, compared to
current rates in the Third World. Nor .can
such a rate in one place be soundly compared
with that in another. And this is because it
contains two variables, the number of
infant/child deaths and the number of adult
deaths. If by any chance the latter is
'abnormally' high, or 'abnormally' low, the
proportion will not compare sensibly with
that in 'normal' circumstances, 1i.e.
anywhere else. (And often it is not possible
to know what is normal and what is
abnormal.)

6. To many members the above will be
teaching their grandmother to suck eggs. But
the issues keep coming up at conferences and
in papers, and I was asked to spell the
problems out, for the benefit of the humble
few who admit to being new to the game. I

.only hope I have got it right!

7. Having fulfilled my promise in the last
Newsletter to  discuss other  than
administrative business, I now return to
news of the Society. Enclosed are details
and booking forms for: the Derby conference,
also information about other- forthcoming
conferences. A report on the last
conference, at Cardiff, will appear in the
forthcoming issue of LPS.



5. We are currently producing new posters
and handout leaflets, in a vigorous campaign
to increase membership. The idea is that
posters should go up in local record
oﬁficgs,_libraries, and wherever else local
organisers think fit, and that leaflets
‘should be made available at meetings of
local and family history societies. 1f
regional and local organisers do not receive
sufficient copies - or regrettably receive
none at all - could they please contact the
Secretary (for address, see below).

6. Finally, those members who have attended
conferences and seen how much work our
former Conference Secretary, Grace Wyatt,
did at them, will be sorry to hear that she
is ill, and will no doubt wish to join your
committee in sending her our affectionate
best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Toe Hs

chairman

Recent publications of meabers

David Hawgood, GEDCOM Data Transfer/moving your family tree (

The CH 1L D.

Man that is born of a Weman, is of frw Days, and
Sull of Trouble. Ile cometh fﬂ"l‘ lite a Flower,
and i3 cut dawn : He flesth aljs as a Shadew, and
contintieth nof.

Jos xiv. 1.

Man, who conceiv’d in the dark Womb,
Into the World is brought,

Is born to Times with Mifery,
And various Evil fraught.

And as the Flow’r foon fades and dies,
However fair it be,
So finks he alfo to the Grave,
And like a Shade does flec.
E -

ISBN 0 948151 05 6), 1991, 44 pp.,

£2.50, with p&p £3.00, Hawgood Computing Limited, 26 Cloister Road, Acton, London W3 ODE

['GEDCOM is a method of transferring genealogy data betwee
and different genealogy packages.' David Hawgood will be kn

" Computing for family history.]

Grace M. Wyatt, 'Nantwich and Wybunbury 1680-1819: a demogra

n different computer systems
own to many as the author of

phic study of two Cheshire parishes',

Transactions of the Lancashire and Cheshire Historic Society, 139, 1990, 1-30

['Aggregative analysis and family recons
other studies over the increase of populatio
crisis mortality, but diverge on size of family, age at marriage,

young females.']
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and mortality among
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FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES AND DAY SCHOOLS

I would first like, on behalf of all members, to thank Mrs Grace Wyatt,
our previous Conference Secretary for masterminding (should it be
personminding?) our conference programme over the last three or four
years. She organised several very successful day schools and conferences
herself during that time, and persuaded other individuals and
institutions to do the same. Moreover, she set up a new system of
working through regional organisers which I was very pleased to inherit
when I took over last year. Grace continues as the Society's Treasurer
and that will involve her in keeping an expert eye on the commercial
risks associated with our meetings.

DERBY Saturday 28 MARCH 1992. Day school on Occupations. Details and
forms enclosed in this mailing.

CAMBRIDGE week-end 26-28 June in conjunction with the Cambridge Board
of Continuing Education.

CONFERENCE ON COMMUNITY HISTORY

Speakers include Charles Phythian-Adams (Leicester Univ) on the
community in English Local History; Prof A Hassell Smith (UEA) on
Norfolk communities in the 16-17C; Richard Wall (Cambridge Group) on
households and the residential patterns of the elderly; Dr Eilidh
Garrett (Cambridge Group) on patterns of work in the 19C family; Dr
Kevin Schurer (Cambridge Group) on the Census project 1891-1921; Ken
Kirkman on suburban communities; and Stella Colwell on 'from family
history to community history'. Places are limited and members
interested in attending are advised to loose no time in sending for full
details and a form: Courses Registrar, Board of Continuing Educatlon,
Madingley Hall, Madingley, Cambridge, CB3 8AQ.

T
BRADFORD Saturday 8 November 1992. Day school at the Bradford City
Technology College to include a number of Yorkshire topics in the
morning and some hands-on experience of computers in the afternoon,
using various programs appropriate to population topics. (Organiser:
Sir David Cooke, Bt, 8 Royal Crescent, Harrogate: 0423 524656)

SHROPSHIRE  week-end conference spring 1993 in association with the
Friends of Shropshire Archives and Research, and the Shropshire Family
History Society. The theme will be county and city trade directories and
the 19C census. (Organiser: Trevor Hill, 24 Wheatfield Drive, Shifnal,

TF11 8HL, 0952 461068) welidys | Vi Fockasl]

MANCHESTER day school September 1993, in association with the
Manchester and Lancs FHS. Theme: parish registers. (Organiser: Mrs
Marnie Mason, 3 Southland, Holmes Chapel CW4 1EU, 0477 37804)

LONDON day school Oct/Nov 1993, hosts will be the University of London
Extra-Mural Society for Genealogy and History of the Family: theme to
be decided. The society's programme secretary is Dr John Reed, Willow
Tree Ho, Westleigh Drive, Bromley, BR1 2PN, 081-467-1452, The London
society and LPSS may co-operate in a series of annual day schools in
London.




SW ENGLAND week-end conference spring 1994. Don Steel is prospecting
for a suitable venue. Suggestions on venues and themes to him at
'Brooking', Jarvis Lane, East Brent, Highbridge, Somerset, 0278 760535.

BIRMINGHAM day school summer 1994. Organiser: Bob Field, 45 Moreland
Rd, Droitwich, WR9 8RN, 0905 773420. Theme and venue to be decided.

NORTH STAFFS day school, possibilities being investigated by Dr David
Gatley, 114 Thornton Rd, Shelton, Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 2BD, 0782 415340.

My thanks to the above organisers for their hard work. Contact them if
yu wish, but I would also 1like to hear from any member who has
suggestions to make relating to day school and conference venues and

themes:

Dr Dennis Mills, (Conference Secretary) 17 Rectory Lane, Branston,
Lincoln LN4 1NA, 0552 791764.
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NEWS FROM L.P.H. BOOK CLUB

Peter Franklin has taken the opportunity of the change in the Book Club's
constitutional status (reported in Newsletter 7) to revamp its list. A
copy of the new list is appended.

Some new titles have been added;-

C. Dyer, Standards of living in the later Middle Ages, (Club £7-15), takes
a wide-ranging view of the incomes and expenditure of nobles, peasants and
townsmen. Early sales suggest that this may become our most popular
medieval title.

F. Engels, Condition of the Working Class in England, (Club £3-15). Many
reports were written on conditions in the great towns of the Industrial
Revolution, only this one became a classic. Our supply arrived from the
Moscow Publishing House before Mr Yeltsin could have them pulped.

R. Floud et al., Height, Health and History, (Club £32). We are getting
bigger, and this new book uses evidence of height as an approach to the
vexed question of changes in living standards during and after the
Industrial Revolution.

P. Glennie, Distinguishing Men's Trades, (Club £6-35). This is the
H.G.R.G.'s recent booklet on the tricky business of interpreting
occupations in the past.

H. Mozley et al., People Count, (Club £1-60). Attractive popular study of
the Victorian census in Somerset, reviewed in L.P.S.46.

E.A. Wrigley, Continuity, Chance and Change, (Club £6-35). A new and
highly readable interpretation of important events in the change to an
industrial society, described in the Economic History Review as "an
intellectual breakthrough".

All titles are available by post from: L.P.H. Book Club, 46 Fountain
Street, ACCRINGTON, Lancashire BB5 0QP.
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