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Dear LPSS member,

1. 1In this issue you will find a report of the
General Meeting held on 6 July during the con-
ference at Chester College, and I want to draw your
attention to several points in that report.

2. First, you will notice that Malcolm Smith, our
Secretary for the last five years and our represen-
tative on the LPS Editorial Board, has, under the
pressure of other duties, felt compelled to resign
these points and and also from the LPSS executive
comnittee. We have accepted his withdrawal with
much regret, but Malcolm tells me that he expects
to continue to represent, albeit informally, the
Society's interests in the North East (and we look
forward to seeing his cheery countenance again at
forthcoming conferences). His post as Secretary
has been taken over by David Cooke (our thanks to
him). Apart from Malcolm, the elected committee
members, having stated their willingness to serve
for another year, were so elected.

3. The strategy of expanding our membership and
our activities keeps your executive committee on
its toes. While it meets only twice a year, in
between the individual members are expected each to
undertake some administrative duties, in order to
divide out the load. Recently we have been 're-
allocating' some duties (of course individuals
gallantly volunteered!). Some changes are in the
pipeline, but I can announce that Dennis Mills is
taking over the post of Conference Secretary from
Grace Wyatt. Grace has worked tirelessly in
organising conferences, so that whereas when the
comittee was reformed in 1985 we had only one
forthcoming conference in hand at a time, Grace has
recently been up to three conferences ahead ...
But her post as Treasurer keeps her busy enough
and we have really been overworking her. So I am
grateful to Dennis for volunteering - as many
members will know, he has vast experience in
organising conferences and other 'extra-mural'
matters up and down the country.

4, Here and there an occasional reader may wonder
whether this tittle-tattle about the committee is
worthwhile (of course it is, and no reader would so
dare, but I like to be advocatus diaboli). Just
names, faceless figures, you might say - and true
enough, perhaps. But why not come to our conferen-
ces and meet us - some of your committee, often a
majority, are always there. No longer faceless -
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even when the faces no longer charm ... Seriously,
we would like larger attendances, partly so that we
can talk to YOU, and discover your views about
LPSS. Day conferences, for instance - have there
been none near enough for you (we hope to do more
about this), or on a suitable subject (what would
you like?)? Residential conferences we know
involve quite an expense - would you be able to
come if they were cheaper (although I don't honest-
ly think we could make them cheaper unless you
agreed to live in tents)?

5. Talking of conferences, please note that the
date of the next conference, at Cardiff, has had to
be changed. It will now be on Saturday 3 November
1991. Sorry if you booked the earlier date in your
diary. Circumstances beyond our control.

6. I still get questions at conferences which
imply that LPSS produces LPS. Now LPS is in one
sense OUR journal, the only one sharing a common
interest with LPSS and reporting our activities.
But, as it happened, LPS preceded LPSS, and there-
fore has a different constitutional status, and is
a separate organisation. BUT our common interest
makes the two bodies interlink, and the relation-
ship is very much a fraternal one, not least
because in the last quarter of a century the
membership of the Editorial Board of LPS and of the
LPSS committe has to varying extents overlapped.
Latterly both sides have felt that we ought to be
even more closely connected and some very construc-
tive discussions have recently taken place. One
result is that we have agreed that expanding
membership of LPSS is very much a common concern
and to this end some sharing of resources is
planned - this will greatly help our publicity.
Another point is that the editor of LPS is very
anxious to remind LPSS members that LPS WELCOMES
all contributions, however humble in the writer's
esteem, including short notes and (indignant?)
letters to the Editor. I hope to say more about
this hotting-up of the LPS/LPSS connection in a

later Newsletter.

7. Finally, back to the GM. We hold GMs at
conferences, which is, it might be argued, unsatis-
factory, since only a handful of members attends.
But this is a problem with most societies. Since
we give notice of GMs, please let us know if,
although non-attending, you have a point to make,



a query to be answered, a nomination. Latterly GMs
have been held, as our constitution permits, every
second year. This has disadvantages, and so I
announced at this GM that we propose to have AGMs
in future. I hope you approve, and that this will

8. Apologies that administrative chatter has
stopped me, spacewise, from any reference to on-
the-ground local population studies. But I expect
to put that right in the next Newsletter. Thank
you for your patience.

encourage you to participate.

With best wishes for your researches,
Yours sincerely,

o

chairman

Research in Progress

Mr Stephen W.Adamson of RUSKINGTON, nr.Sleaford (Lincs.), reports a typical rural parish research project,
undertaken by a Local History Group formed in 1988 (via WER) and presently concentrating on the nineteenth
century, under such heads as enclosure, education and probate. Mr Adamson is himself working on 1861-1881
censuses, looking at age and sex balances, occupations, birth-places and local surnames. He promises an
interim report shortly.

Beqisterofwssm'publiatimi

I propose to begin collecting and listing members' publications,
journals and so might be easily missed. Please send me your particulars,
items that happen to have come my way.

particularly those that appear in local
but for starters here are two recent

Dorothy Hughes, 'Catholic registers in Liverpool c.1856-1875: a problematical source', Bulletin of the Fourth

Thursday Research Group, 1, 1990, 25-29.
[A dozen 'extra-mural' historians meeting regularly to discuss common problems have produced
this bulletin. The paper argues that, because Roman Catholic urban parishes were not
territorial, analysis of their registers presents particular difficulties and snags, and their
use is accordingly limited. (Remember that negative conclusions can be as important in
research as positive ones, since they assist and warn other researchers.)]

Dorothy Hughes, 'Liverpool infant mortality rates c.1865-1874: a city maligned?', Lancashire Local Historian,
6, 1991, 32-43
j [Argues that, partly because Roman Catholics under-registered births, the oft-quoted M rates
- usually said to have been the worst in Britain - may have been over-estimated. ]
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. 6. ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT BOOK CLUB. -

4l. The Chairman explained the background to this item and went
through the draft Constitution, which had been prepared by Charles
Pickles. Members would note that there were to be five Trustees but
that only four names were shown. Charles Pickles was to have been
the fifth Trustee, but had died so recently that there had not been
time to select a replacement.

12, During the discussion, it was suggested that the next step ;
would be for the Trustees to set up a Covenant to cover Payments
from ‘the Book Club to LPSS.

15, a resolution was put to the meeting by the Chairman to the
effect that the amended constitution of the Book Club, as tabled,
be approved, and this was agreed unanimously.

14. Members noted the Committee’s appointment of:

n.un<hnnooww~ emﬂu%mrms.ZmHnoHB Smith and Grace Wyatt as
Trustees. .

b. Peter Franklin as Book Club Manager.
ITEM 7. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE.

15. The Chairman noted that, under the Society’s Constitution, the
General Meeting should appoint the Committee, ; ¢

16. The present composition of the Committee was:

Paul Hair = Chairman

David Coocke - Vice Chairman 0 Secretary

Grace Wyatt - Treasurer / Conference Secretary

Dennis Mills -

Don Steel

Rees Pryce

Peter Franklin ( now-ex officio as Book Club Manager )

17. There was a vacancy in place of Malcolm' Smith.- He. felt that
the Committee had become "North dominateq" and was looking for a
replacement from the South of England. He had several names in mind
but was not Yet able to make a formal proposal. - P

18. There Were also two members of the Committee nominated by LPpS.
These posts were held by ‘Tom: Arkell and =WM.wwanmu. i

19. Members approved, unanimously, the re-appointment of the
Committee and that the remaining vacancy should be filled at the
discretion of the Committee.

ITEM 8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS.

Conferences.

20. The Conference Secretary reported the current plans:

a. Cardiff - 19th October 1991.

Theme - " Parish Registers and Census Records in Wales and the
Borderlands."

b. Derby - 28th March 1992,

Theme - "Occupational Change in the Nineteenth Century."
c. Cambridge - Summer 1992.

d. Bradford - November 1992.

. 4 i e
21.  The Chairman said, in answer to a question, that t
residential weekend had been changed from the Spring to the Summer
following the limited number at Lincoln. However, the n—.:wmﬁmn.
numbers were no greater and the Committee would re-examine this

matter.
Oxford

22. Proposals for future noummﬂaunmm were always welcome.

and mmnwmoum were on the long-term list, and he would always be

i isi j tion
rateful for assistance in organising conferences in conjunc
wﬁdr local societies. Conferences at Worcester and Shrewsbury were

suggested.

Vote of Thanks

y hard
23. A vote of thanks was proposed to Malcolm Smith for ﬂwm .
work he had put in, both as Secretary and also as the Society’s
representative on the LPS Board. This was approved unanimously.
Closure.

24. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 5.45
pm.
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