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~Local Population Stﬁdies Society

LPSS NEWSLETTER
No.6 . January 1991

Dear LPSS member,

l. This issue of our NEWSLETTER contains a report on the PROGRESS OF THE OCCUPATIONS RESEARCH
PROJECT directed by Tony MWrigley, which involves the counting of entries of occupation in
early nineteenth-century parish registers. (For more on this, see the latest 1issue of LPS.)
You will remember that a long-standing member of the Society's executive committee, Mrs May
Pickles, carried out a pilot survey in Yorkshire; and now Dennis Mills, a recent member of our
committee, reports on results contributed individually by volunteers, many of them LPSS
members, across a wider region.

2. This 1ssue also contains two REPORTS ON RESEARCH IN PROGRESS, by individual members of
LPSS, Mrs V.A.M.Castle and Dr Peter Franklin. Why not send me a report on your own individual
research? (It will help if you type in single-line spacing, with a dark ribbon, to save us

) retyping.)

3. A word of thanks to those members who wrote to me, in response to a query in the last
NEWSLETTER, to comment on the value of this communication.

4. Enclosed is the notice of a forthcoming weekend CONFERENCE at Chester; and let me remind
you of the Oxford single-day conference (13 April) - booking forms still available from the
Conference Secretary. At later dates than these, we are in process of organising a conference
at Cambridge in 1992, and others in the Midlands and Wales. We still regret that we have had
no conferences in South-West England or in Scotland - would any volunteer organiser please
step forward (and we would be very very grateful).

5. We normally report conferences in LPS, but in the last 1issue Malcolm Smith chose a
different tack and gave a personal assessment of the value of LPSS conferences. This very
warm appreciation has much encouraged those of us who organise conferences, and I commend 1t
to all LPSS members - and you might lend it to those local historians and family historians
who are not yet members of LPSS! Meanwhile we report in this NEWSLETTER on the 1990 Lincoln
and London conferences.

a ) 6. As promised in the last NEWSLETTER, you will find overleaf an updated list of the NAMES
AND ADDRESSES of those officers of the society whom you may find you want to write to. Please
note one important development. At the last meeting of the executive committee, we discussed
the role of the chairman (in view of my recent retirement from university teaching), and your
committee is pleased to announce that David Cooke, one of our most regqular attenders at
conferences as well as at committee meetings, has agreed to accept the new post of
Vice-Chairman. Finally, the committee has been joined by a distinguished writer on parish
registers who has also had much experience in other local history matters, Don Steele - we are
delighted to have his advice and assistance.

¥ Lastly, the bad (but inevitable) news. You will have seen that the separate subscription
to LPS has gone up, and LPSS must follow suit. But because of our additional postage costs
and because we have had no increase since 1987, the SUBSCRIPTION TO LPSS will rise from £8
p.a. to £10 p.a. from 1 April 1991 (£9.50 for student members, £13 for overseas members). The
Treasurer will be contacting members who pay by banker's order.

Best wishes for your researches and yourself during 1991,
Yours sincerely,

o

P.E.H.Hair

\,\



ADDRESSES

(chairman) Professor P.E.H.Hair, c/o Department of History, University of Liverpool, P.0. Box
147, Liverpool L6&9 3BX

(vice-chairman) Colonel Sir David Cooke, Bt., Bradford City Technology College, Bradford,
Yorkshire

(secretary) Dr Malcolm T. Smith, Department of Anthropology, University of Durham, 43, Old
Elvet, Durham, DH1 3HN

(conference secretary and treasurer) Mrs Grace M. Wyatt, 302 Prescot Road, Aughton, Ormskirk,
Lancashire, L39 6RR

(book club manager) Dr Peter Franklin, 46, Fountain Street, Accrington, Lancashire, BBS5 OPQ

The other members of the executive committee are Mrs May Pickles and Dr Tom Arkell
(representing LPS Editorial Board), Dr Dennis Mills (Lincoln), Dr Rees Pryce (Cardiff), and Mr
Don Steele (Somerset); while the following are additional members of the regional organisers'
sub-committee, Mr Trevor Hill (Shifnall) and Mr Bob Field (Worcester).

NEWS FROM L.P.S.S. BOOK CLUB 3

More new titles have been added to the Newsletter 4 booklist:

D. Dymond, Writing local history. pub. price £4.95, club price £3.95

P. Glennie, Distinguishing men's trades. pub price £7.95 club price £6.35. (New
H.G.R.G. study of the vexed issue of occupational classification.)

F. Grace, Late Victorian town (Ipswich), pub price £4.95, club price £3.95

W.G. Hoskins, Exeter militia list, 1803, pub. price £4.85, club price £3.95

C. Miller, Account books of Thomas Smith 1865-1871 (Gloucs. farmer), pub. price
£14, club price £11.20

J. Thirsk, England's agricultural regions and agrarian history 1500-1750, pub.
price £4.99, club price £3.95

N. Thomas, Luddism in Nottinghamshire, pub. price £5, club price £4

All available from: L.P.S.S. Book Club, 46 Fountain Street, ACCRINGTON, Lancashire
BB5 OQP. Postage is charged at cost: customers can send '‘open cheques' with
upper limits.



Repart of the Day Conference held at the Open University
in Wales, Cardiff, 18 November 1989

Census taking in past times was the theme of the talk by Dr W.T,R, Pryce (Open University) that opened the
neeting of the Local Population Studies Society in Cardiff, His lecture was a review of the historical aspects
of census taking with special reference to Vales, He began by showing a slide of the 'The census at
Bethlehen' by Bruegel and reminded his audience of the great antiquity of census-taking and the link with
ailitary and civic needs for population records, Early censuses, he pointed out, often recorded both the Je
jure and  de facto populations, In earlier times ecclesiastical authorities also were involved in making
populaton counts and these aspacts were discussed in relation to the ANofidde taken by the Bishop of St Asaph
in North Wales

Enumeration records of the early 19th century censuses made by Poor Law Bfficeds still survive in many
districts, and exanples from parishes in North East Vales were shown and discussed, Census-taking bacame the
responsibility of the Registrar-Gensral in 1841 and the census enumerators books, have been the basis for all
subsaquent statistics, The gradual evolution of these new arrangemenis vas examined, with special reference
to the data collected and the problem of relating census territorial units to the matrix of ancient parishes,
registration areas and counties as they then existed on the ground, Special attention was directed to the use
of appropriate local boundary maps to assist the researcher in this process,

From 1851, householders in Yales could complete schedules either in Welsh or English, Until recently it vas
thought that this valuable linguistic information had not been recorded in the census enumerators’ books
Hovever, research has shown that the books note Welsh schedules, and this information needs to be carefully
evaluated to assess the distribution of Welsh speakers by location and social groups,  (The first proper
language census was not taken in Vales until 1891, and in Scotland until 1881),

In addition to the population census, Dr Pryce also examined the 1851 Census of Religious WVorship,
illustrating his presentation with a slide showing the rare maps of religious affiliation in England and
Wales in 1851 published by Rev Dr Hume of Liverpool as a pamphlet in the 1860s,

The second talk of the morning was by Philip Riden (University College, Cardiff), the subject being 'Sources
for the historical demography of Vales; problems and possibilities since 1536', He said that Welsh sources
were difficult to use, and also in some cases difficult to find, Although each county had a record office,
aany records were in the Natiomal Library of Wales in Aberystwyth, Unfortunately fAberystwyth was not easily
accessible from many parts of Vales, and furthermore it vas sometimes difficult to find the required records
at the National Library because of limitationsin cataloguing, In addition, many Velsh demographic records
were incomplete or inmadequate owing to past difficulties with their preservation, Parish registers in
particular seem to have suffered, there were very few early ones, and those that were extant often had missing
sections,  He said that it vas impossible to do reconstitution studies on Welsh registers, because aany
entries of baptiss and burials were either in Nonconformist registers, or in incomplete Establishment
registers, What perhaps could be dome was a study of migration based on the marriage registers,since all
entries of marriage were in Church of England registers until the mid-nineteenth century,

After lunch three workshops were held, Brian LI, James took Nonconformist records and their
problems as his topic, He explained that Nonconformist registers only covered individual congregations, and
there wvere often several Nemconformist churches of different demominations in the same area whebe registers
were not standardized, Original registers up to 1837 had been deposited in the PRO, One such wvas the register
for Bethesda-Fro Independent Chapel in Llantwit-Major, 1798-1837, which had all baptisas entered in English

and all burials in Welsh, The reason for the distinction is not clear since Thomas Williams, the Minister

apparently preached wmainly in Welsh,according to his serson notes which are deposited in Cardiff Library,
Other registers were wholly in Welsh or wholly in English, Or C, Lloyd Lewis (University of Wales) took
'Residential and commercial patterns in towns' as his subject, He showed meabers how to use directories and
rate books to locate occupations and map them on to area charts, thus indicating specific locations where
certain vorkers might cluster, Ernest Sandberg tackled the problem of linking census data to cartographic
records, A series of maps of Bala showed the growth of the town, while Census data indicated the main thrust
of population increase in the nineteenth century,



Report of the Conference held at Bishop Grossteste College, Lincoln,
-8 April 1990

Nineteenth century population and community history was the title of an
LPSS residential conference which discussed the use of census enumerators'
books. Attended by about 40 members, the conference opened with by a talk
by Dr Dennis Mills on Victorian Lincoln, which served as an introduction to
the field study at the Rasen Lane area arranged for the next morning. He
categorized three types of houses,(a) 'front street housing', substantially
pbuilt and the residences of people of high status according to the
Registrar General's classification; (b) ‘back street housing', smaller and
mainly housing tradesmen; and (c) ‘courtyard housing', which had only alley-
way access to the main streets, and in which lived those of the lowest
status. The area's main occupation was ‘transport', followidg@ by ‘building’,
with ‘dealing and catering' third. On a wet Saturday morning Dr Mills led
the party around the area and proved his claim that here was a district
where the types of working-class housing of the 1850s could be seen in
their variety and significance, with some of the houses little changed, at
least outwardly. Wet it may have been, but Demis' enthusiasm was infectious
and allowed us to see with new eyes streets we would normally have passed
by or hurried along without close examination.

In the afterncon a lecture and a workshop on the village of Laxton was
presented by Dr John Beckett. He explained the classic three-field system
which has survived at Laxton and then traced the declining population of
the village between 1841 and 1881 from census material. A sharp decline
in the number of agricultural labourers, and domestic servants suggests an
increase of poverty in the village, causing young residents to move away,
presumably to more attractive localities. Because there were no enclosures,
the villagers did not benefit from ‘high-agricultural' practices and
economies of scale. In the workshop session Dr Beckett described how the
various occupations were derived from the census returns and thﬁr use in
assessing the decline of individual occupations. Finally, on Saturday
evening Carol Pearce talked about the extensive bibliography of census
material studies compiled by herself and Dennis Mills and recently
published, a bibliography which had evolved from a computer listing of
census studies at the Cambridge Group. A discussion followed on the uses
of the bibliography during which attention was drawn to the fact that
additional studies Gould be found in unpublished works, particularly
academic theses.

On Sunday morning an old friend of LPSS, Richard Wall, gave a talk on
family and household patterns in Britain since 1851. The household size in
the mid ninetenth century was 4.71 in rural areas and 4.46 in urban areas,
by 1947 this averaged to 3.67 and by 1970 2.93.  The number of kin living
with families during the pericd declined from West to East of England; and
some groups, such as miners and small farmers, were more prone to live with
kin than the rest of the population. There were more people living with
kin in 1947 than at any other time before or since, due to housing
shortages after World War II.

The conference concluic_il:’ad with Dennis Mills giving an account of the work in
progress, undertaken":fvy members of LPSS, A1812-1820 occupations in parishes
in the East Midlands, part of the Cambridge Group survey of occupations. So
far about 60 parishes had been analysed by volunteers: the results were
now being collated and would then be combined with results from other
parts of the country. Apart from the lectures and workshops, conference
participants enjoyed informal discussion as well as visits to the Cathedral
and other attractions in Lincoln. Altogether a valuable experience for both
old and new members - and our thanks to Denjs Mills for his organisation of
the conference.



OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURE IN THE PAST: EVIDENCE FROM BAPTISMAL REGISTERS
FOR THE PERIOD 1813-20

A note from Dennis Mills on the LPSS contribution to a Cambridge project

Members will have seen the note by Dr Tony Wrigley on this subject in
LPS no 45 (Autumn 1990, pp 14-23). Here I wish to give you a little
more detail of what has been achieved by a working party made up chiefly
of LPSS members in the East Midlands and the West Riding of Yorkshire.
The table summarises our efforts very briefly, yet gives a good idea of
the variety of parish population sizes and major occupational variations
encountered within our section of the national sample of parishes. Very
large towns were excluded from the sample and will be studied by
different methods. The largest parish was Loughborough with 5,556
people in 1811 and the smallest was Creeton with 47, south of Grantham.

Keep in mind that our parishes are part of a much bigger sample, and
therefore not fully representative of the area covered. The numbers of
different occupations recorded show only a very approximate relationship
to population. At this stage of analysis, with overlapping descriptions
yet to be combined and other refinements still awaiting discussion at
national level, the match is not as clear as it may yet turn out to be.
Some allowance also needs to be made for the fact that erratic results
are likely at the bottom end of the scale because of the small numbers
involved. For example, the gentlemen/man at Stapleford (Leics), who
produced six baptisms in the period, would not presumably have kept on
producing them at the same rate.

The ratio of baptisms to population is also not entirely regular: note
for instance the big differences between the Yorkshire parishes of
Knottingley, Skipton and Slaithwaite. As they relate to expanding
industrial populations, the Knottingley and Slaithwaite registers would
have produced more baptisms from a smaller base than Skipton, an old
established place, because of a more youthful age structure. But that
would seem to be only part of the story.

In the right hand column I have tried to give some indication as to the
type of local economy. Many examples can be found of villages heavily
dependent on agriculture. Most of the labourers would have been 'ag
labs', but their preponderance over farmers is partly because among
their ranks were farmers' sons and others destined to be farmers later
on in life, when they would have produced less baptisms. Where farms
were small as in the Lincolnshire Fens (Billinghay, Leake) the farmers
show up better and at Fewston (Yorks) they had more baptisms than the
labourers. Occasionally the term husbandman survives, as also yeoman.
The framework knitting of stockings occurs in some parishes in Notts and
Leics, coal working appears in Notts and Yorks, and woollen manufacture
is evident in a scattering of locations. Watermen and seamen bulk very
large in several places. In the market towns and large villages, the
service populations contained such a wide variety of occupations that
few had enough baptisms to appear in the right hand column, but
occasionally carpenters, joiners (the same trades?), tailors, shoemakers
and masons were prolific enough to do so.

We shall try to keep you posted as to the progress of the project,
partly through the Society's Spring 1992 day school. Volunteers are
still welcome in many parts of the country - enguiries to Tony Wrigley
at the Cambridge Group.



OCCUPATIONS PROJECT: Summary results table for East Midland and
West Riding parishes in national sample

Parish 1811
popln

DERBYSHIRE
Croxall 239
Fenny

Bentley 192
Morton 458
Sudbury 525
LEICESTERSHIRE

Cossington 288
Glen Magna 675

Glooston 135
Hathern 1098
Lit Stretton 96
Loughboro 5556

Osgathorpe 313
Stapleford 162
Thornton 1028
Whetstone 732

LINCOLNSHIRE
Ancaster 381
Barton 1228

Billinghay 1239
Cammeringham 118
Creeton 47
Hagnaby 52
Horsington 216
Kirkstead 110

Leake 922
Lit Grimsby 64
Minting 192
Muckton 100
Orby 196
Tothill 58
W Allington 310
Wragby 509
Wyham 87

Volunteer

G Smith

do.
do.
do.

M Cox
G Jagger

do.

Cox

Jagger

& M Allsop

“wo =R

F Brown
Francis
F Brown
Francis

Ownon

W Atkin

P Fleet
St Mary

St Peter
Sawyer
Fleet
Mills

& R Clark
Mills

& R Clark
Withyman
Mills

& R Clark
Sturman
do.
Davies
Fox

Mills
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13
17
22

11
14
31
128
10
10

21
18

17
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No of
entries
counted

31

74
98
133

45
160

29
265
23
1354

54
54
109
205

109

256

315
198
21

33
75
67
373
14
73
30
65
11
23
129

31

2/3 most important
occupations and
no of entries

Labourer 17 farmer 8

Labr 49 fmr 6
Labr 27 fmr 21
Labr 53 fmr 19

Labr 21 fmr 4
Framework knitter 94
Labourer 39

Labr 20 fmr 4

Fmktr 130 labr 46

Labr 14 grazier 4
Fmktr 194 boatman 68
shoemaker 56

Fmr 14 woolcomber 11
Labr 29 gent 6

Lab 31 fmr 26 fmktr 10
Fmktr 109 lab 39 fmr 14

Labr 44 fmr 25
mason (quarryman) 7

Labr 74 seaman 48
ropemaker 20

Lab 126 joinr 22 fmr 11
Labr 11 fmr 61

Lab 11 fmr 4 cottager 4
Fmr 8 labr 8

Labr 22 grazier 5

Labr 50 fmr 14

Labr 30 fmr 24

Lab 205 fmr 65 grazr 34
Fmr 8 labr 5 servant 1
Labr 44 fmr 22

Labr 13 servant 5

Labr 33 fmr 20 carpr 7
Labr 8 fmr 3

Labr 14 fmr 5

Labr 46 joiner 12
tailor 7

Labr 18 fmr 9 groom 4

’)
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Table contd.

Parish 1811
popln

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Badby 447

Croughton 328
Daventry 2758

Harrington 164

Hartwell 414
Weekley 217
Welford 1024
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

Askham 231
Austerfield 253
Bulcote 105
Misson 571

N Collingham 660

Perlethorpe 75
Plumtree 456
Thurgarton 292

Walesby 287
Wollaton 769
RUTLAND

Preston 262
YORKS WR

Beeston 1538
Bilton 763
Conistone 151
Copgrove 104
Fewston 2178

Kettlewell 361
Knottingley 3327
Skipton 4866
Slaithwaite 2277

W Ardsley 1332

Additional parish:

Treeton 338

Volunteer No of
Occpns

Mills 25
Hatley 17
Mills 67
Mills 10
do. 17
do. 13
do. 26
Rogers 12
do. 7
Gardner 9
Reedman 25
0'Malley 26
Mitson 8
Osborne 15
Young 11
Mitson 12
Gerrish 34
Sheasby 16
whitwood 57
Bellingham 23
Lawton 11
do. 6
do. 29
Lawton 30
Nicholson 45
Longbottom 101
Byford 72
Neill 9
Nicholson 17

No of
entries
counted

142

73
634

35
93
41
123

54
51
52
155
157

15
148
76

66
160

47

369

203
41
23

549

167

1119
1003

1128

95

133

2/3 most important
occupations and
no of entries

Labr 71 carpenter 12
shepherd 6

Labr 47 fmr 3

Lbr 132 cordwainer 106
mason 23

Labourer 10

Lab 62 fmr 7 carpntr 5
Lab 17 carpr 4 mason 4
Lab 44 fmr 13 weaver 8

Labourer 29 farmer 9
Lab 22 fmr 9 cordwnr 7
Lab 21 framewkknittr 18
Labourer 79 farmer 22
Lab 76 fmr 16

shoemaker 12

Labourer 6 farmer 3

Lab 85 fmr 23 fmwktr 12
Lab 54 carpenter 7
husbandman 5

Lab 32 fmr 12 tailor 6
Collier 40 lab 35
framework knitter 14

Labourer 27

Miner 121 clothier 76

husbandman 31

Lab 95 fmr 20 yeoman 15
Labourer 11 farmer 9
Labr 11 fmr 5 vicar 3
Fmr 149 lab 81 weavr 43
Miner 34 fmr 24 labr 23
Waterman 508 labr 243
Labr 232 weaver 112
spinner 55

Clothier 621 weaver 137
labouer 45

Collier 47 labr 15
cordwainer 11

Labr 67 shoemaker 15
farmer 14
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REPORT ON RESEARCH IN PROGRESS

From Mrs V.A.M.Castle, Overbrook Cottage, Cocklak
Somerset, NS28 4HF. ! ge, e, Wedmore,

In response to your request in the LPSS news letter perhaps
the following will be of interest. Having been a member for
only a few months, each magazine received suggests ideas for

p;ojacps. This means that I now have several in the
pipe-line.
1. |Weekly Distribution of Marriages|

Having read Jeremy Boulton’s article in LPS magazine
No. 43, page 28, I decided to see if there was any effect of an
increase in Sabbatarian thinking in the Wedmore area and whether
there was any change in the pattern of times of marriage during

the 16th and 17th centuries. The preliminary result is as
follows:

Wedmore Parish, Somerset, Marriages

1575-1584 1611-1620
Day % %
Sunday 1 2
Monday 23 42
Tuesday 15 4
Wednesday 2 6
Thursday 33 41
Friday 0 0
Saturday 25 5
n 115 160

The results for baptismal days are:

1575-1584
Day 4
Sunday 40
Monday 6
Tuesday 6
Wednesday 15
Thursday 5
Friday 18
Saturday 8
n 431

At the momen@ I am exploring other Somerset parishes using
Dwelly’s Bishop’s Transcripts to see whether there is a
correlation between marriage days and varying strengths of

Puritan feeling in Somerset. Preliminary results suggest that

Monday and Thursday were popular throughout Somerset.

2.Iﬁ;ternal Mortality from Wedmore PHﬂ

I have sampled certain years for maternal mortality using the
premise that the baptism of a child and its mother’s death
within six weeks would indicate a wuaternal mortality. In the
period 1562 - 1572 I have been able to find only 3 examples out
of a total of 41 women designated ’wife’ as distinct from no
designation or the status ’widow’. From 1662 - 1672 there were
14 cases of maternal mortality in a total of 112 wives and from
1762 - 1772 there were 6 examples from a total of 48 wives. The
rumber of births in the corresponding periods were 517, 409 and
530 respectively.

Maternal Mortality

Date Rate/100, 000 Births
1562-1572 574
1662-1672 3432
1762-1772 1125

The result for 1762-1772 is not too far from the figure for
Sweden published in E£§ (No 42, Spring 1989, page 54) by
T A I McQuay.

3. |Aggregate Analysis of Wedmore PRs]

Having (more or less) read ’The Population History of England
1541- 1871’ (Wrigley and Schofield, 1981) I have managed to plot
the seasonality of marriages and at the moment am examining the
burial registers in a similar fashion. There are about 13,000
entries in the burial registers (covering about three centuries)
and since I am analysing them for deaths of adult males, adult
females, juvenile males and females this will take rather
longer to complete! The resuts may give some indication of the
nature of the epidemics which seem to have swept through the
population at various times. The registers of baptisms, burials
and marriages for the parish were transcribed and published at
the end of the last century by one of the Wedmore vicars. The
registers seem to have been transcribed reasonably accurately.

)
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Note on Research in Progress
Contributed by Peter Franklin, 46 Fountain Street Accrington, Lancashire, BBS oQP

WHAT HAPPENED TO MEDIEVAL LANCASHIRE WIDOWS?

Medieval society was very strongly male dominated, but in late medieval England
widowhood offered an independent role for many women from the higher mobility,
gentry and peasantry.’ Many independent widows appear as taxpayers in the Lay
Subsidy Rolls which were compiled for individual counties between the years
1290 and 1334. The rolls printed by record societies often show that women
made up 8-10 per cent of the heads of households who were listed there as
taxpayers,? and such women appear in manorials records as tenants. When
detailed evidence survives, it shows that nearly all of these women taxpayers
and tenants were widows leading independent lives after their husbands' deaths.
But there are a few local anomalies, and the oddest is presented by the county
of Lancashire, where the 1332 Lay Subsidy Roll records only 37 women among a
total of some 2562 taxpayers or 1.4 per cent.® The quality of this evidence
has been subjected to adverse criticism - and it could certainly vary - but
manorial records from the same period confirm that women tenants were
extremely rare in Lancashire.®

We know that economic and social pressures forced many medieval widows to
remarry, and some were forced to find new husbands (or actually had them found
for them) by lords of manors.® The speed of medieval remarriage is startling -
clearly much faster than in the modern period, though it is usually hard to
calculate true remarriage intervals for technical reasons.® But Lancashire's
widows must surely have remarried both very frequently and very quickly in
order for so very few of them to appear in these kinds of record.

How is this local anomaly to be explained? As the evidence in print comes from
the generation after the Battle of Bannockburn, it would be tempting to link the
shortage of women tenants with the Scottish raids and disruption which followed
Edward II's defeat. But there is no proof, as yet, that this was a recent
development or a short-term feature of local society. It may have been an old
one. Medieval Lancashire was a remote area with poor communications with the
outside world. It is worth considering whether it may not have been the last
area to be reached by a developing new role of independent widowhood. Such a
role for noblewomen seems to have grown up in the early thirteenth century,
when Magna Carta promised them greater liberties and Bishop Grosseteste wrote
his treatise on estate management for the widowed Countess of Lincoln.” We
really do not know for how long it had been acceptable for women in the mass
of the population to take up their dead husbands' lands and work them without
remarrying. Could it be that this practice had not yet reached Lancashire?

NOTES

1. K. B. McFarlane, The nobility of Later Medieval England, (Oxford, 1973); D.M.
Stenton, The English Women in History, (1957); P. Franklin, 'Peasant Widows'
"‘Liberation' and Remarriage before the Black Death', Econ. Hist. Rev., 2nd ser.,
xxxix (1986).

2. The latest is: D.A. Crowley, ed., The Wiltshire Tax List of 1332. Wiits. Rec.
Soc., (Trowbridge, 1989).

3 Calc from J.P. Rylands, The Exchequer Lay Subsidy Roll of ... The County of
Lancaster. A.D. 1332, (1896)

4. W. Farrer, ed., Court Rolls of the Honour of Clitheroe. (1812).

5. W.0. Ault, ed., Court Rolls of the Abbey of Ramsey and the Honor of Clare,
(New Haven, Conn., 1928).

6. Franklin. op. cit.

7. D. Oschinsky, ed., Walter of Henley and Other Treatises on Estate Management
and Accounting, (Oxford, 1971).



