— Local Population Studies Society

LPSS NEWSLETTER
No.5 AUGUST 1990

Dear LPSS member,

l. I see that it is now exactly two years since the first issue of this
newsletter, and therefore a moment to give some thought to its FUTURE. The
intention was to keep members in touch with each other and with the central
comnittee - and to do this it has published a list of members, reports of
conferences, bookshop 1lists, and contributions fram members on Research in
Progress, as well as information about the formal organisation which is
necessary in any society. On the debit side, the Newsletter is expensive to
produce (in terms of our small income) and takes time to put together. I hope
you consider the operation worthwhile. At conferences I and other members of
the central committee try hard to get around all those attending, but I know
that, for my part, I always came away feeling that I have failed to meet more
than a handful of those present - time does press ! So it would be nice to
hear, from you out there, what you think about the Newsletter...

2. For the present issue, I have run out of contributions on RESEARCH IN
PROGRESS - there must be many projects by members not yet announced - do please
send in a brief account.

3. A substantial aspect of the regular deliberations of the central committee
has been to do with the structure of the society - inevitably more perestroika.
As you know, we are working towards regional organisers for all parts of
Britain, and local organisers for smaller units, who can help with publicity and
recruitment, and not least the organisation of conferences. Ww have now
campleted our team of REGIONAL ORGANISERS for the ‘Middle Belt  of England -
added to Dennis Mills for the East Midlands, I can now announce that Trevor Hill
of shifnal has agreed to be regional organiser for the northern parts of the
West Midlands (Shropshire and neighbouring counties) and Bob Field of Droitwich
has taken on the southern part (Worcester and neighbouring counties). Our
thanks to these volunteers. But we are still short of organisers for southern
England and we could do with one for Scotland.

4. Our MEMBERSHIP is creeping upwards, and is now approaching the 500 mark. I
explained in an earlier Newsletter that a small membership hamstrung many
possible initiatives - with membership doubled to 1000 (there are reportedly
300,000 family historians !) we would have the finances to do bigger and better
things for members.

5. Thanks to the untiring efforts of our Conference Secretary (who doubles as
Treasurer - see the attached accounts), .Grace Wyatt, we now have a forward
programme for two years ahead. Our recent CONFERENCES at Lincoln and Lancaster,
with about 40 attending at each, seemed to me very effective as well as very
friendly - and in each case we are indebted to those on the spot who made many
of the arrangements. Still and all, we are not perfect, and if you attended and
can think of any defects or limitations which might be attended to in a later
conference, do let Grace know. And if you didn 't attend and it was because we
haven't yet had a conference on a subject that interests you, please write in
and make a suggestion. And if there hasn’t been a conference near enough home
for you - why not volunteer to act as local organiser for one? Our next two
conferences, day-conferences, are at London (3 November) and Oxford (13 April
1991) - see the details on the booking form attached.



6. The last two conferences broke even on costs, but since the BOOKSTALL proved
very attractive, a small profit was made. Peter Franklin, the Book Club
Manager, has extended and restocked the book stall, and of course books can be
ordered fram him by post.

7. Now to yet another organisational matter. It is not always appreciated that
LPSS and the management of Local Population Studies are separate if
inter-connected bodies. wWhile LPSS does not produce LPS, it has two members on
the LPS Editorial Board, and in recampense the latter body has two members on
the LPSS COMMITTEE. Until recently the two latter members were equally
long-serving on both bodies, and IPSS is fortunate to still have May Pickles
with us. However, Christopher Charlton, for many years the editor of LpS,
having retired as editor has asked to be replaced on the IPSS camittee, and Tom

do with the setting up of LPSS and its early growth than anyone else, and I have
written to thank him very warmly, on behalf of the Society, for all he did.

8. We shall be discussing even more perestroika at our next committee meeting -
watch this space for exciting news ! I hope also to include in the next
Newsletter an updated list of OFFICERS of the Society, with addresses.

9. Finally, two North West matters which may be of wider interest. Up here we
run a Lancashire Iocal History Fair, attended by over 50 1local history
societies; and so we are contributing an LPSS STALL (at Lytham, on 8 September).
If you have local history jamborees in your area, may I suggest that you see
your regional or local organiser about making it an occasion for LPSS to recruit
2 Secondly, since second-degree university courses taught part-time are now
increasingly popular, North West members may be interested in an M.A. course in
POPULATTON STUDIES offered in the University of Liverpool (contact the Geography
Department, not me). There may be similar courses elsewhere — let me know if
you wish me to mention them in a future Newsletter.

Best wishes for your researches and yourself,
Yours sincerely,

e He

P.E.H.Hair

Department of History,
University of Liverpool
(P.0.Box 147 Liverpool L69 3BX)



a0

NEVS FROM L,P,S,S, BOOKCLUB 2

These nev titles have been added to the booklist which appeared in Newsletter no, 4

M, Anderson, Approaches fo the history of the western family, 1500-1914, (1980), f,p. % £4,99, c.p.%
£3.99, Invaluable survey of work in this field published in the Studies in economic and social
history series,

M, Anderson, Population change in north-western Europe, 1750-1850, (1988),f,p, £4,99 c,p, £3,95,
Studies in economic and social history survey of how N,V, Europe's population doubled in size,

F, Engels, Origins of the family, (orig, publ, 1802), c.p, £3,15
D,B, Grigg, Population growth, (1980), reduced c,p, £5

S, Jackson, ed, Industrial colonies and comsunities, (1388) f,p, £2,50, ¢,p, £2,00, A collection
of short papers on Industrial villages, presented to the May 1988 C,0,R, A L conference,

6, Kearns, Urban epidemics and historical geography: cholera in London 1848-9  (1985) f.p, £4,95
c.p.£3.95 Historical Geography Research Group Paper discussing the problems of urban epidemics in
general and London cholera in particular,

1.0, Marshall, The old poor law, 1795-1634, (Ind ed, 1985) f.p, £4,99, c,p. £3,95, Studies in
econonic and social history review of the contentious question of how the poor lav really worked
before the 1834 'refora’

D, Mills and C, Pearce, People and places in the Victorian census, (1989), f.p, £7,95, c.p, £6,35,
finnotated bibliography with details of some 400 publication using data from 1841-1911 Census
Enunerators' Books, with a guide to work published on each county

R, Porter, Disease, sedicine and society in England, 1550-1860, (1987), f.p. £4,99, c.p, £3,95, A
velcone study in economic and social history (from the Wellcome Institute) of popular medicine and
the role of the medical profession,

K.0.M, Snell, Ammals of the labouring poor, (lambridge, 1985) f.p, £13,95 c.p, £11,15, The return
of the most popular of the Cambridge studies in population, economy and society in past time,
series, Snell's wide-ranging study of poverty in S, England and Vales, 1600-1900,

R, Vhitfield, Frederick Engels in Manchester, (Salford, 1988), f.p, £4,80, c,p, £3,80, Censuses,
auicipal records and private correspondence are used to trace Engel's sometimes mysterious sojourn
in Manchester,

$f.p, = full price, ¢,p, = club price,

Available from: L.P,S.S, Book Club, 46 Fountain Street, ACCRINGTON, Lancashire BBS 0QP, Postage is
charged at cost,
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10. 0

10. 30

11. 45

LOCAL POPULATION STUDIES SOCIETY

Day Conference
at the Institute of Historical Research
University of London
Saturday, 3 November 1990
Registration Coffee
Dr Audrey Eccles,
'The practice of obstetrics and the assessment
of maternal mortality in the pre-registration
period’

Chairman Colonel Sir David Cooke

Beatrice Shearer,
'A place not to live but to die in'.

Chairman Peter Franklin
LUNCH
Dr Irvine Loudon University of Oxford, Wellcome

Unit for the History of Medicine)

Death in childbirth: maternal mortality 1850-
1950

Chairman Dr Dennis Mills

John Skinner

Death and disease in Buckingham, 1600-1801
Chairman Grace Wyatt

TEA
Day conference ends



LOCAL POPULATION STUDIES SOCIETY
FUTURE CONFERENCES 1991-1992
Day conference
University of Oxford, Department for External Studies
Saturday, 13th April
Population growth and jndustrialisation during the nineteenth century
Speakers include

Professor Richard Lawton, Dr Gerry Kearns,
Barry Stapleton

Dr Alan Parton,

Week-end Conference
Chester College, Chester
5-7 July 1991
Population progress 1600-1900

Speakers include
Professor Robert Woods, Dr Rees Pryce, Dr Colin Phillips
Tom Arkell

Day Conference
CARDIFF
November 1851
Speakers and subject to be arranged

1992
Weekend conference in South of England
Day conference in East Midlands

Suggestions for venue and offer of help for conference welcome.

Further details on the above conferences from:-
Mrs G.M. Wyatt, 302 Prescot Road, Aughton, ORMSKIRK, Lancs, L39 GRR



