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Welcome to the Spring 2019 LPSS Newsletter. As well as a number of interesting articles, it includes 

an advertisement for a LPS Postgraduate Board Member (p. 14). And not one but two offers to good 

homes of back issues of LPS Journals (p. 13). Online access is great but sometimes it is undoubtedly 

easier and more satisfying to browse physical copies. It also includes the important information about 

this year’s AGM. 

Many thanks, as always, to our contributors without whom this Newsletter would be impossible to 

produce.  

We’d be glad to hear from you with contributions, feedback, comments, suggestions, letters for 

publication, research queries  
Sue Jones, Newsletter Editor: newsletter@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

Spring 2019 Conference 

Saturday 13
th

 April 

‘Let’s talk of graves’ 

Mortality and graveyards c.1700-

c.1950 
Wilson Carlile Centre, Sheffield S3 7RZ 

Programme and booking form – see 

back pages 
. 
 

 

The Ten Commandments, seventeenth 

century style (see p. 12) 

http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/localpopstudies
mailto:newsletter@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
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Local Population Studies Society – Committee Members 2018-19 

 

Executive Officers 
Chair 

Colin Pooley  

Email: chair@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 

Vice Chair 

Kevin Schurer  

Email: ks291@le.ac.uk 

 

Secretary 

Rowena Burgess 

Email: secretary@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 

Treasurer 

Mike Kipling 

Email: mike@kipling.me.uk 

 

Ordinary Officers 
LPH Book Club Manager 

Peter Franklin 

Email: peter.franklin1066@gmail.com 

 

Editor of Local Population Studies (ex officio) 

Andrew Hinde 

Email: editor@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Sue Jones 

Email: newsletter@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 

Web / Social Media 

Andy Burn 

Email: web@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 

Conference coordinator 

Karen Rothery 

Email: conferences@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 

Chris Galley 

Email: chrisgalley77@gmail.com 

 

Paul Tomblin 

Email: paultomblin@hotmail.com 

_____________________________________________________ 

 
Cover images: Jacobus Rueff, Ein Schon Lustig Trostbochie von den Empfengknussen und Geburten der Menschen 

(Zurich 1554) [detail]; Alton Workhouse by Andrew Hinde [detail]; Elmbridge Museum: Blackboys Bridge 

Addlestone, 1920s [Ref:553.964/6] [detail]; Rhiwfran, Lanfihangel Nant Bran, Powys by Susan Jones; Guildford 

Town Mills, 1822 [detail] from Guildford: a short history by Matthew Alexander (1992);‘The Old Bailey, Known Also 

as the Central Criminal Court’, from Vol. 2 of The Microcosm of London: or, London in Miniature (1809) [detail].  

 

mailto:chair@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
mailto:ks291@le.ac.uk
mailto:secretary@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
mailto:mike@kipling.me.uk
mailto:peter.franklin1066@gmail.com
mailto:editor@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
mailto:web@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
mailto:conferences@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
mailto:chrisgalley77@gmail.com
mailto:paultomblin@hotmail.com
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Notice of the Society’s Annual General Meeting, 2019 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Local 

Population Studies Society will be held at 

1.00pm on Saturday 13
th

 April 2019, at the 

Wilson Carlile Centre, Sheffield.  All 

members of the Society are warmly invited to 

attend. 

Agenda 

 

1. Chairman’s Welcome 

2. Apologies for absence 

3. Minutes of 2018 AGM (printed in this 

Newsletter, see below) 

4. Matters arising 

5. Amendments to the Constitution 

6. Secretary’s Report 

7. Treasurer’s Report 

8. Conference Report 

9. Book Club Report 

10. Newsletter Editor’s Report 

11. Local Population Studies Editor’s 

Report 

12. Review of LPS Editor’s honorarium 

13. Elections to the Committee 

14. Any other business 

 

Elections to the Committee - 

Dr Andy Burn and Professor Kevin Schürer 

have come to the end of their term of office and 

are willing to stand for re-election. 

In addition, we have one vacancy. Anyone 

wishing to put themselves forward for election, 

or to nominate someone else, should submit a 

written nomination, stating the position for 

which they are standing and whether or not the 

candidate will be attending the AGM, 

accompanied by statements of support from 

five members of the Society, to the Hon. 

Secretary at the address below by 7
th

 April, 

2019. 

 

Amendments to the Constitution –  

At the last Committee meeting it was proposed 

that the following amendment be made to 

clause 20 of the Constitution. The addition,  

“Existing committee members may be re-

elected at the AGM with only two 

nominations from members in good 

standing.” 

It is also proposed to change clause 27 to read 

“The Executive Officers will have powers 

via common consent to vote on expenditure 

in order to promote and achieve the 

Society’s aims, as set out in clause 2 above. 

The accumulated amount of expenditure, 

net of income, agreed by a majority vote of 

the Executive Officers without recourse to 

the Society’s Committee in a single financial 

year should not exceed 20 per cent of the 

Society’s monetary assets as recorded in the 

previous year’s audited accounts. 

Expenditure in excess of this amount 

requires the majority agreement of the 

Society’s Committee.” 

 

Any other business – if you wish any further 

items to be added to the Agenda, please send 

them by Saturday, 7
th

 April to the Hon. 

Secretary at either the postal or email address 

below. 

 

Rowena Burgess, Hon. Secretary 

Interdisciplinary Institute for the Humanities 

University of East Anglia 

Norwich, Norfolk NR4 7TJ 

rowena.burgess@uea.ac.uk 

 

  

mailto:Rowena.burgess@uea.ac.uk
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Local Population Studies Society Annual General Meeting 2018 

Minutes 

The Annual General Meeting of the Local 

Population Studies Society was held at 12:50 

p.m. on Saturday, 21
st
 April 2018, at 

Geography Department, University of 

Cambridge. 

 

There were 38 people present. 

 

1. Welcome and Introduction: Professor 

Colin Pooley welcomed everyone and 

chaired the meeting.  

 

2. Apologies: None received. 

 

3. Minutes of the 2017 AGM: These were 

approved and there were no matters arising.  

 

4. Secretary’s Report: The work of the 

Secretary with respect to the movement of 

the office from Oxford, membership, the 

committee, and the Charity Commission 

was outlined. The Chairman and other 

committee members were thanked for their 

advice and support during the year. A copy 

of the report is filed in the minute book. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report: Mike Kipling’s first 

year as Treasurer and a copy of his report is 

filed in the minute book. The proposal to 

adopt the accounts 2016/7 was agreed nem 

con. The accounts for 2017/8 were 

circulated to the meeting, the main changes 

the removal of administrator costs and 

other expenditure remains similar. The 

major cost to the society is the publication 

of the journal, conferences are covered by 

the fees charged. These accounts were 

adopted nem con. 

 

The Society requires an independent 

examiner for the next financial year. If you 

are interested, please speak to the 

Treasurer. 

 

Question: Regarding why there are separate 

accounts/statements for the Book Club and 

the Society. In future it is proposed that 

Book Club accounts are combined with 

general account. 

 

6. Conference Report: Thanks to those 

involved with the arrangements at 

Cambridge. The autumn conference 

(November) will be hosted by the 

University of Oxford.  

 

7. Book Club Report: Sales are low and 

transacted by mail. Peter Franklin thanked 

Terry Shaw for being treasurer as well as 

conference organisers, administrators and 

volunteers for setting-up/taking down the 

virtual book stall.  

 

Question: Regarding the demand and costs 

of running a Book Club. 

Question: Possibility of offering an 

Amazon list in future.  

Question: Physical Book Club at 

conferences, future plan to sell books. 

It was agreed that these areas would be 

considered by the Committee in the coming 

year. 

 

8. Newsletter Editor’s Report: A copy of the 

report is filed in the Minute Book. Gillian 

Chiverton’s last report as Newsletter 

Editor. In addition, the printing has moved 

from Oxford to Southampton with the 

Journal. Thank all Committee members, 

especially Colin and Peter for their support. 

Sue Jones will be taking on the role and 

would like contributions for the September 

Newsletter by 31
st
 August. Thanks to 
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Gillian Chiverton for compiling the 

Newsletter. 

 

9. Local Population Studies Editor’s 

Report: A copy of the report is filed in the 

Minute Book. Andy Hinde has taken over 

as Journal Editor from Jonathan Healey. 

Thanks to Jonathan for his work on the 

Journal. Office has moved to Southampton. 

In the last year published 98 and 99 (Poor 

Law Edition). Issue 100 will be a special 

edition celebrating the 50
th

 Anniversary. 

Thanks members of the Editorial Board for 

their contributions. Membership leaflet has 

been updated and will be printed shortly. 

 

10. LPS General Office Report: Office has 

closed, and the functions have moved to 

different members of the Committee. The 

website is being reworked by Andy Burn 

and will be launched shortly. 

 

11. Review of LPS Editor’s honorarium: 

Andy Hinde will not be taking an 

honorarium in the coming year. This will 

continue to be reviewed in the forthcoming 

year. 

 

12. Elections to the Committee: the following 

appointment was approved by the 

membership having been duly nominated 

and seconded. 

 

Peter Franklin, nominated by Gillian 

Chiverton, seconded by Mary Cook. 

 

One vacancy remains. 

 

Thanks to Gillian Chiverton who has come 

to the end of her term of office. 

 

13. Any Other Business:  

None. 

 

Meeting closed at 1:30 p.m.   

 

___________________________________________________ 

LPSS funding support available 

Roger Schofield Fund: The Roger Schofield Fund provides grants to individual researchers whose 

work furthers the aims of the Local Population Studies Society. Further details are available on the 

website. 

May Pickles Bursaries: May Pickles was a long-standing and very active member of LPSS. She 

died (aged 91) in October 2013, and in her will very kindly made a bequest to LPSS. We use this 

bequest to provide travel bursaries to enable LPSS members who would not otherwise be able to 

attend LPSS events to do so. For further information, please see the LPSS website or contact the 

LPSS Secretary Rowena Burgess (secretary@localpopulationstudies.org.uk).  

___________________________________________________ 

New Website 

The new website has a more up-to-date look and feel, which should work just as well on your phone 

or tablet as on your computer. And, because it’s a bit easier to edit, we’ll be updating the content 

more often to include news blogs, short articles, and more information about our activities.  The 

address is the same as always:  www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk. 

If you have any suggestions and comments, or if you spot any links that don’t work or information 

that might be wrong, I’d be glad to hear from you at web@localpopulationstudies.org.uk.  

Andy Burn, Web/Social Editor  

mailto:secretary@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/
mailto:web@localpopulationstudies.org.uk
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An Extraordinary Life in Georgian England 
Paul Tomblin 

 
People have always moved from the 

countryside to towns, but some periods saw 

more movement than others. The period from 

the late eighteenth to the early nineteenth 

century was one of these. 

Some moved freely to better themselves, whilst 

others were forced to move, as many ‘cottage 

industries’, providing work for the whole 

family, were unable to compete with factory-

produced goods. The population of 

Nottingham’s St. Mary’s parish, for example, 

grew rapidly at this time, and this brought 

social problems. 

By 1813-14 St Mary’s workhouse contained 

over 500 people, with approximately 14,000 

others dependent on the parish rates and 

charity. In 1821 the parish contained 32,712 

people, 77%+ of Nottingham’s population, 

with most living in poverty in its slums. 

Elizabeth Marrat was one of those who made 

the journey from rural Leicestershire to St. 

Mary’s, before being removed in 1817 to the 

village of Lowdham in Nottinghamshire. 

During this time, she allegedly had eleven 

children of whom ten were illegitimate, with 

only one the subject of a Bastardy Order, 

suggesting that she, or the man she was living 

with at the time, were prepared to support the 

family, even though it might have children by 

different fathers, so that they were not a burden 

to the parish. Her story, or rather the story that 

can be told from those surviving documents 

used to tell that story, is about one of those 

‘ordinary’ people whose life history would 

never have been told, were it not for the 

extraordinary way that she lived her life. 

Elizabeth, daughter of Joseph, framework 

knitter, and Catharine Marrat, was baptised at 

Hathern, Leicestershire (1780) giving Elizabeth 

settlement there (meaning that this parish was 

responsible for her if she became poor). 

Catharine died (1784) and Joseph remarried 

(1785). Early on in life Elizabeth moved 25 

miles to Lowdham, Nottinghamshire; probably 

hired as a servant for over a year and a day, 

thus gaining permanent settlement there. This 

is confirmed by a Bastardy Order (1812) for 

William Dalton and a Removal Order (June 

1817) for Elizabeth and Ann (12), Esther (7), 

William (5), Joseph (2) from St. Mary’s, 

Nottingham to Lowdham; the children born in 

St. Mary’s under licence from Lowdham. On 

appeal by Lowdham, Ann, Esther and 

Elizabeth were removed, the boys remaining in 

Nottingham, but with no details of their fate. 

Another Bastardy order (1820) shows 

William’s father was in prison for not paying 

maintenance. 

The girls were baptised as Ann Marriott and 

Esther Dalton, but William’s and Joseph’s 

baptism remain unknown. Another William 

Dalton, baptised August 1808, parents William 

Dalton and Elizabeth and buried in January 

1809 is also recorded. Possibly Elizabeth 

moved to Nottingham sometime before Ann’s 

birth c.1804/5. Did William desert Elizabeth, 

after presumably co-habiting from 1807-1812, 

leading to the Bastardy Order (1812)? He 

married Elizabeth Lawton in December 1812. 

Did St. Mary’s lose patience with Elizabeth, 

leading to the Removal Order? She was 

pregnant, giving birth to Sarah, at Lowdham in 

October 1817. 

At this point it was known that Elizabeth had 

five known illegitimate children and, probably, 
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William Dalton of 1808-1809. Presumably 

William had supported Elizabeth and children. 

After he left Elizabeth, why is there only the 

Bastardy Order for William? Esther’s baptism 

entry suggested that William had 

acknowledged her as his child. Probably Ann, 

Joseph and Sarah had different fathers who 

supported Elizabeth – hence no Bastardy 

Orders. Family reconstitution is not always 

simple when it is noted that at least another 

four, local, Elizabeth Marriotts were having 

illegitimate children concurrently. 

Elizabeth lived in Lowdham from 1817 until 

her death (1864). She became ‘respectable’, 

married William Harrison (1819), having one 

legitimate child Richard (1821). William died 

(1838) and Elizabeth became Joseph Walker’s 

housekeeper (1841 Census), married him 

(1842), before he died (1843). 

This letter, from a series written between 

Richard, the Poor Law Commissioners and 

Southwell Workhouse Guardians from 

December 1848 to January 1849, when 

Elizabeth was threatened with the Workhouse, 

provided important information. 

 
Guardians reply to Poor Law Board 17

th
 January 1849

1
 

                                                             
1 National Archives Catalogue Ref.: MH 12 / 9528 / 451. 
 

http://blogs.conted.ox.ac.uk/exploringlocalhistory/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Paul-Letter-1.jpg
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Elizabeth had another four illegitimate 

children for whom there were neither 

Bastardy Bonds nor relevant baptism entries. 

But she must have been deserted by or left the 

fathers of these children so why had the 

parish not pursued them? 

This question had prompted this research: 

Esther Marriott, born Nottingham c.1810, 

married John Adams at Lowdham, 

Nottinghamshire, 1828 – who were her 

parents? This Southwell Workhouse letter 

(1856) showed that Elizabeth Walker was 

Esther Marriott’s (Dalton) mother. 

 
Southwell Union reply of 14

th
 November 1856

2
 

                                                             
2 National Archives Catalogue Ref.: MH 12 / 9531 / 130.  
 

http://blogs.conted.ox.ac.uk/exploringlocalhistory/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Paul-Letter-2.jpg
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Six Workhouse letters were needed to establish 

that John Adam’s wife, Esther was Elizabeth 

Walker’s daughter. The Relieving Officer, 

appointed, 1834, had regularly paid parish 

relief to Elizabeth’s husband, William and 

Elizabeth from 1837 to 1856. How well did 

this Relieving Officer know his parish paupers? 

The facts posed many questions but so did the 

sources or lack of them. 

Two Southwell Workhouse Minute Books, 

1838-1840 and 1852-1855, Admission and 

Discharge Registers and Punishment Book pre-

1852 were missing. Likewise, the Lowdham 

Overseers’ of the Poor Accounts, which is 

perhaps understandable. However, I found it 

required considerable effort to lift one of the 

massive Minute Books. They’re not the sort of 

thing easily slipped into a pocket or under an 

overcoat. How could anything so large and 

heavy go missing? 

Original documents are so much better than 

transcriptions that might have omissions or be 

mis-transcribed, but just how reliable are they? 

Elizabeth should appear on the 1851 and 1861 

Censuses: 

 1851: no Elizabeth Walker but Elizabeth 

Harrison, widow (63), born Hathern, 

Leicestershire, which is west of 

Loughborough. She had been William 

Harrison’s wife so had the enumerator 

filled in her surname incorrectly from 

memory? 

 1861: a widow (76), born ‘W(est) 

Loughboro’, Leicestershire’: was 

Elizabeth’s memory failing? Only one 

Elizabeth Harrison or Elizabeth Walker is 

in Lowdham at this time. After William’s 

death (1838), Elizabeth Harris is allowed a 

winter coal allowance; in 1844 Elizabeth 

Watkin (60), is allowed 6d a week extra 

relief. There are no references to Elizabeth 

Harris or Watkin in any relevant documents 

so could these actually be Elizabeth 

Harrison / Walker respectively? 

Of course, Esther Marriott in the marriage 

register was baptised Esther Dalton. 

Throughout Elizabeth’s life we only know the 

facts as recorded by the men who she had 

contact with, (and they were not without 

blemish); we never hear Elizabeth’s version. 

In the scheme of things who was using who? 

Was it the men using Elizabeth or was it the 

other way around? I do think that she would 

have been a candidate for the Jeremy Kyle 

show. 

____________________________________________________ 

New committee member – Paul Tomblin 
I have spent many years, both before, and after retirement, working on my family history. 

However, I wanted to go further and explore the place of 'my family' in the wider 

community throughout time. Some 50 years after my last serious academic study, a 

degree in Economics, I enrolled on Oxford's Continuing Education Department Advanced 

Diploma in Local History, an online course where I acquired new skills needed to extend 

my research. I have been a member of LPSS since 2013. 

My current research is a study of Lambley, a small village in Nottinghamshire, concentrating on the period 

1653-1918 for which the parish registers survive. This is an extension of my family history as many relatives 

lived here and still do so.  

As an example of how much information may be available for even a small village, search the National 

Archives website for Lambley, Nottinghamshire and see how many 'hits' it generates. 



© LPSS 2019 
 Charity No. 326626 

10 

Introduction to my personal website: 

peterrazzell.co.uk 
Peter Razzell 

 

The following is an edited 

version of the introduction to 

my personal website. The 

website is freely available and 

covers all my writings and 

publications since 1963, and 

focuses on historical 

demography and historical 

sociology. Research covered in the website 

indicates that there had been a major fall in 

adult mortality in England during the 

eighteenth century, approximately halving 

between the beginning and end of the century. 

Given that the fall in the number of deaths 

occurred among all socio-economic groups 

and areas of the country, this suggested that 

there had been an autonomous reduction in 

overall disease virulence.  

 

Nevertheless, there is evidence that case 

fatality rates of one disease – smallpox – 

increased very significantly during the period 

between the sixteenth and nineteenth century. 

For example, less than five per cent of children 

died from the disease in London during the 

sixteenth century, whereas by the end of the 

nineteenth this had increased to nearly forty-

five per cent among children unprotected by 

vaccination. However, the pattern of smallpox 

mortality is very complex: it was a disease of 

both adults and children in the south of 

England, but affected only young children in 

the north. Case fatality rates were much higher 

among very young children and elderly adults, 

making it difficult to assess overall mortality. 

Smallpox inoculation was practised in the 

eighteenth century much more widely in the 

south of England than in the north, probably as 

a result of panic responses from adults who 

were affected by the disease. 

Subsequent work indicated that overall infant 

and child mortality fell from the middle of the 

eighteenth century onwards, first amongst the 

wealthy and only later amongst the general 

population. This was probably the result of a 

number of factors: the practice of smallpox 

inoculation, better personal hygiene and 

improved environmental and midwifery 

practices. However, by the late nineteenth 

century there appears to have been little or no 

social gradient in infant mortality, although it 

did exist among young children. Additionally, 

there is limited evidence to suggest that there 

was a similar lack of a class gradient amongst 

adults in the 1880s, although such gradients 

did emerge in the twentieth century both for 

infants and adults. 

Although Malthus in his theoretical writings 

emphasized the impact of economic changes 

on fertility levels, in his empirical work on 

Britain he concluded that the prime reason for 

England’s population growth in the eighteenth 

and early nineteenth century was a reduction 

in mortality, due to a decline in infectious 

diseases and improved personal and public 

hygiene.  

My research has largely confirmed Malthus’ 

empirical conclusions, although the pattern of 

mortality and fertility change appears to be 

more complex than was previously envisaged. 

The age of marriage of women in England in 

the first half of the eighteenth century was 

significantly higher amongst poor labourers 

than amongst the wealthy, but this changed 

radically after the middle of the century. The 

aristocracy, gentry and other wealthy groups 

began to marry much later, and the poor much 

earlier, so that by the end of the nineteenth 
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century there was a marked socio-economic 

gradient in marriage ages. 

Research using a number of different sources 

indicates that marriage in England was nearly 

universal during the sixteenth and seventeenth 

centuries. However, the proportion of women 

marrying declined significantly from the 

eighteenth century onwards, probably linked to 

falling mortality, socio-economic status and 

the growth of literacy, all of which had an 

impact on fertility levels. By the early 

nineteenth century fertility was much higher 

amongst the poor than the wealthy, indicating 

that the fertility transition first took place 

amongst the wealthy in the eighteenth century. 

These marriage patterns were probably largely 

the result of the mortality changes summarized 

above. The wealthy no longer had to marry 

very early and so frequently because of the 

significant reduction in mortality, whereas the 

number of labourers had increased as a result 

of growing life expectancy, resulting in a 

surplus of labour and increased poverty and 

pauperisation. Malthus described in his 

empirical work the need for an improved 

living standard for labourers in order to 

achieve the higher aspirations and literacy 

necessary for the reduction of early marriage. 

I have explored in detail the population history 

of England, focussing on the reliability of 

parish register data, using a strategy of 

methodological triangulation. My research 

indicates that mortality rather than fertility was 

the key variable for explaining population 

change, and that these were fuelled by shifts in 

disease patterns rather than variations in per 

capita consumption of food. This led to the 

conclusion that population was largely an 

autonomous variable in economic and social 

development, a theme explored in a number of 

the publications and writing on this website.  

The role of surplus labour in the growth of 

capitalism has long been recognized, but this 

was seen by Marx and others as a result of 

economic development. By contrast, the 

demographic creation of labour surpluses 

through population growth played a key role in 

capitalist development in England during the 

seventeenth and nineteenth centuries. These 

were periods when an excess of labour drove 

down wages and increased prices and the 

wealth of the owners of capital, creating both 

an increase in socio-economic inequality and 

political change.  

I have also presented evidence to show that 

current world population developments in Asia 

have had a major impact on the economic and 

political conditions in England, Europe and the 

United States. Mortality fell sharply in China 

and elsewhere in Asia in spite of famines from 

the 1950s onwards, mainly from the 

application of modern medicine and the 

growth of improved personal and public 

hygiene. This resulted in an explosion of 

population, which provided the basis for 

surplus labour, exploited by Asian companies 

to manufacture cheap goods and export them 

to European and American countries. This has 

led to the erosion of manufacturing industries 

in these countries, resulting in economic 

inequality and the rise of populism in rustbelt 

areas. 

Demography has been seen traditionally by 

economists and other social scientists as a 

function of economics, but this website 

presents detailed evidence to show that it has 

acted largely through changes in disease 

patterns as an independent force in shaping the 

world’s economic and social development. 
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An intriguing discovery in the archives 
Mike Kipling  

mike@kipling.me.uk 

 

Last year, I was examining a number of papers relating to a long-running dispute over entry fines 

between the tenants and the lord of the manor of Cotherstone and Hunderthwaite in the North 

Riding of Yorkshire. 

 

On the reverse of one seventeenth century paper produced by the tenants were some prayers and a 

rather handy aide-memoire for the ten commandments. The photograph below of the latter is 

reproduced by permission of Durham County Record Office. 

 
 

My transcription, to which I would welcome any suggested improvements, is: 

 

A brefe of the ten commandementes  

 

1 have thou none other gods but me 

2 unto no image bow thy knee 

3 take not the name of god in vaine 

4 doe not the sabbath day profhane 

5 honor thy father & mother too 

6 and see that thou no murther doe 

7 frome whordome kepe thy body clene 

8 and steale not though thy state be meane 

9 of false reportting shune the blot 

10 what is thy neighkbors covet not 

mailto:mike@kipling.me.uk
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Back issues of LPS Journal - Free to a Good Home!   
While so much information is available online, there are some who prefer to have a hard copy and 

the pleasure of seeing books upon shelves. Two members have past volumes of LPS Journal 

looking for a new home - 

Nottingham: A set of LPS from vol 11 (1973) to 80 (2008) inclusive, in mint condition and 

occupying only c.18”of shelving.  Anyone willing to take them in to save them from the skip, please 

phone Adrian on 01949 837510. 

Kent: A number of past copies of the Journal, from No. 9 in Autumn 1972 to some of the latest 

available. Anyone interested please contact Gillian on gillian.chiverton@btinternet.com 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

The Local Population Studies Society held a conference in 

Oxford in November 2018 on the theme of historical sources 

and their use in local population studies. Mike Kipling has 

provided this report on the conference 

First, Patrick Wallis spoke on ‘Researching 

apprenticeship before 1800’.  Amongst his 

many findings, Patrick reported that between 

1700 and 1800 there was a marked decrease in 

London’s total of premium paying apprentices 

and that rural apprenticeships rose 

significantly.  Charmian Mansell followed, 

speaking about ‘Women and work in early 

modern England: incidental evidence from 

church court depositions’.  The vast majority of 

those testifying were male but the evidence of 

over 600 female servants had been identified 

and used to explore their daily lives. 

Marion Hardy then told of the seventeenth and 

eighteenth-century churchwardens’ and quarter 

sessions’ records of Devon and what could be 

concluded on the roles of parish officials, on 

population turnover and on peoples’ lives from 

settlement examinations. Sue Jones next 

described her use of ‘big data’ when analysing 

the parish registers and probate inventories of 

early modern Surrey. Amongst other things, 

she had been able to draw conclusions on the 

geographical boundaries from within which 

marriage partners were drawn. 

 After lunch, Vanessa Harding spoke of the rich 

pickings to be gleaned from historic maps, 

including estate maps some of which date from 

the late 16
th

 century. Users should be wary of 

the dates on some printed maps of London, as 

reprints up to 60 years old were sold as new to 

unsuspecting visitors. Claire Connor then told 

of her findings from genealogical sources about 

the lives of over 300 of the 630 passengers on 

the 1852 voyage of the SS Great Britain from 

Liverpool to Melbourne. Most were middle-

class men, who made careers as traders on the 

goldfields’ periphery. Around one third of 

those investigated eventually returned home. 

Finally, Martin Gorsky spoke about 'Local 

data, national patterns: sources for the history 

of hospitals and sickness insurance in the 19th 

and 20th centuries'. These sources included the 

Voluntary Hospitals Database, study of which 

reveals an ‘inverse care law’ in that there were 

more hospitals in wealthier places, where the 

need was less, due to the presence of more 

wealthy supporters. 

mailto:gillian.chiverton@btinternet.com
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‘The Guild of One-Name Studies is the worldwide centre of excellence in one-name studies and 

promotes the interests of both the individuals and groups who are engaged in them. Established in 

1979 and registered as a charity in 1989, the Guild provides its members with the means to share, 

exchange and publish information.’ 

 

 

 

11 May 2019: From Cradle to Grave Poverty, illegitimacy, child migration, mental health and 

care in old age touched the lives of many of our ancestors at some stage of their existence. This 

seminar looks at some of the institutions and movements involved: the workhouse, mother and 

baby homes, child migration movements and the establishment of lunatic asylums and alms 

houses. 

 

Venue: Amersham Free Church Hall, Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AJ. 

 

3 August 2019: Maritime Aspects of Yorkshire This venue is ideal for this subject being 

situated on the major arteries of Yorkshire waterways and ports. We have assembled specialist 

speakers on the maritime aspects of this region. This seminar will appeal to all family and social 

historians as well as one-namers. 

 

Venue: The Community House, Porthome Road, Selby, YO8 4QQ. 

 

12 October 2019: ‘Industry in the Potteries’ Situated just south of Stoke on Trent we shall be 

exploring all the industries of the north Midlands. It wasn’t just pottery in the area, many other 

industries existed including salt mines. 

 

Venue: Whitmore Village Hall, Coneygreave Lane, Whitmore, Newcastle-Under-Lyme ST5 

5HX. 

 

The Guild 40th Anniversary Conference and AGM 2019 

“Past, Present and Future” 

 

Venue: The Leicester Marriott Hotel, Leicester, LE19 1SW 

29th – 31st March 2019 

 

 

Non-members are welcome to attend. Further details, including cost and an application form, will 

be available before each event at https://one-name.org/. 

https://one-name.org/
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Local Population Studies 

Postgraduate Editorial 

Board Member 
 

In 2016 we created two spaces for postgraduate members on the Editorial 

Board of Local Population Studies. One of these spaces has recently become    

available. This is a rare opportunity to gain experience of the workings of a peer-

reviewed history journal. 
We are looking for a proactive and friendly postgraduate, interested in 

demographic and social history to join us and help us promote what we can do for 

postgraduates, such as funding research and providing a platform for 

postgraduates to share their research. 

 

The main duties of postgraduate Editorial Board members are: 

 Contributing to a vibrant Editorial Board by assessing submissions 

 Suggesting books for review, and suitable reviewers, and occasionally 

reviewing books that interest you  

 Contributing to the Local Population Studies Twitter account 

We meet at various locations and will reimburse travel expenses.  

You will be given copies of the journal and free attendance to two Local 

Population Studies Society conferences per year. 

 
 

If you are interested in this role, please contact the editor, Dr Andrew Hinde, via 

email (Andrew.Hinde@soton.ac.uk) attaching a short CV by 30 April 2019 

mailto:Andrew.Hinde@soton.ac.uk
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News from the Local Population History Book Club, from Peter Franklin 
 

New Titles 

Five new titles have now been added to our List. 

 

         
 

 

The first is Patricia Croot's The World of the Small Farmer, a study of early-modern agriculture and 

society in the Brent Marsh area of the Somerset Levels, between the Mendips and the Poldens 

where there are lots of “moors” of the marshy kind which are a speciality of that part of the country.  

The author reveals that the small tenants there were not only surviving the changes of this period, 

but were actively contributing to them by increasing food production and growing new crops.  The 

University of Hertfordshire Press published this 226-page paperback at £18-99 and we will sell 

copies at £13-25, giving a 30 per cent saving, post free. 

 

Richard Jones & Christopher Dyer, eds, Farmers, Consumers, Innovators. The world of Joan 

Thirsk, grew out of the conference held after the death of the great historian of English agriculture 

and rural society.  The 13 distinguished contributors include Christopher Dyer, Jon Stobart, and our 

own David Hey, and their chapters provide many insights into rural society ranging from general 

surveys of English regions to particular studies of spinning, the village shop, rural fashions, and that 

great staple of life in the North Midlands and North of England, the oatcake.  This outstanding book 

was published by the University of Hertfordshire Press at £16-99 and we will sell copies at £11-85, 

again giving a 30 per cent saving, post free. 

 

Steven King & Gillian Gear, eds, A Caring County?  Social welfare in Hertfordshire from 1600, 

pulls together local historians' research into this subject covering the last four centuries.  Published 

in the University of Hertfordshire Press's series of Hertfordshire Publications at £16-99, we are 

happy to sell copies at £11-85, post free. 

 

Peter Razzell is well known for his radical views on the development of English population and 

society.  In his new book, Mortality, Marriage and Population Growth in England, 1550-1850, he 

argues that the population growth of the eighteenth century was not driven by increased fertility, 

which was actually falling at the time, but by a decline in mortality after diseases had become less 

virulent and plague had disappeared.  In an England which was free of continental Europe's 

recurrent wars and heavy taxes, population growth stimulated capitalism and the changes which 

would produce the industrial revolution.  Caliban Books have published this controversial 

paperback at £10-00, and we will sell copies at £7-00, post free. 

 

Finally, Christopher Thornton, Jennifer Ward & Neil Wiffen, eds, The Fighting Essex Soldier.  

Recruitment, war and society in the fourteenth century, is a book which takes a wide-ranging look at 

its subject, using many kinds of document to explore the impact of the Hundred Years War on 

Essex, the parts played by gentry and gang members (not always different people at this period), the 
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recruitment of soldiers and how they were shipped overseas, and how the Peasants' Revolt comes 

into this business.  Published in the University of Hertfordshire Press's series of Essex Publications 

at £18-99, we will sell copies at £13-25, giving a 30 per cent saving, post free. 

 

We continue to offer our stock at a 30 per cent discount and post free, as announced in Newsletter 

63. 

 

We have now dropped a number of old titles from the List which  appeared in Newsletter 63.  There 

are still copies of some of them in stock – often very few copies – and if you are interested, please 

contact the Manager and he will see what he can do. 

 

 

How to Order:  
If you would like to order any of our books, please contact the Book Club Manager either by email 

at peter.franklin1066@gmail.com, or by post at 46 Fountain Street, Accrington, Lancashire BB5 

0QP. 

 

 

Revised Price List, all titles in stock at 21 January 2019 
 

T. Arkell, N. Evans & N. Goose, eds, When Death Do Us Part: Understanding and 

Interpreting the Probate Records of Early Modern England, (L.P.S., 2000), p/b, 

£ 9-40 

L. Bradley, Glossary for Local Population Studies, (L.P.S., 2nd edn 1978), p/b, £ 1-10 

M.L. Bush, The Casualties of Peterloo, (Carnegie Publishing Ltd, 2005), h/b, £ 9-75 

P. Croot, The World of the Small Farmer. Tenure, Profit and Politics in the Early 

Modern Somerset Levels, (Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 2017), p/b, 

£13-25 

B. Cullingford, British Chimney Sweeps. Five Centuries of Chimney Sweeping, (New 

Amsterdam Books, 2000), p/b, 

£ 4-45 

B. Dodds, Peasants and Production in the Medieval North-East. The Evidence from 

Tithes, 1270-1536, (Boydell Press, 2007), h/b, 

£14-00 

E. Duffy, The Voices of Morebath. Reformation and Rebellion in an English Village, 

(Yale U.P., 2001), p/b, 

£ 8-40 

C. Dyer, ed., The Self-Contained Village? The social history of rural communities, 

1250-1900, (Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 2007), p/b, 

£ 9-70 

C. Dyer, A. Hopper, E. Lord & N. Tringham, eds, New Directions in Local History since 

Hoskins, (Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 2011), p/b, 

£11-00 

C. Dyer & R. Jones, eds, Deserted Villages Revisited, (Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 

2010), p/b, 

£ 9-70 

E. Garrett, C. Galley, N. Shelton & R. Woods, eds, Infant Mortality: A Continuing 

Social Problem, (Ashgate, 2006), h/b, 

£35-75 

E. Gooder, Latin for Local History. An Introduction, (Longman, 2nd edn with 

corrections and additions 1979), p/b, 

£18-15 

N. Goose, ed., Women’s Work in Industrial England, Regional and Local Perspectives, 

(L.P.S., 2007), p/b, 

£ 9-70 

D. Hey, Family History and Local History in England, (Longman, 1987), p/b, £19-45 

D. Hey, ed., The Oxford Companion to Family and Local History, (Oxford U.P., 2nd 

edn 2008), h/b, 

£ 9-75 

E. Higgs, Life, Death and Statistics. Civil Registration, Censuses and the Work of the 

General Register Office, 1835-1952, (L.P.S., 2004), p/b, 

£ 8-10 

P. Horn, Life Below Stairs in the twentieth century, (Amberley Publishing, revised edn 

2010), p/b, 

£ 5-90 

mailto:peter.franklin1066@gmail.com.b
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R.A. Houlbrooke, The English Family, 1450-1700, (Longman, 1984), p/b, £19-45 

L. James, The Middle Class.  A History, (Little, Brown, 2006), h/b, £ 7-40 

R. Jones & C. Dyer, eds, Farmers, Consumers, Innovators. The world of Joan Thirsk, 

(Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 2017), p/b, 

£11-85 

S. King & G. Gear, eds, A Caring County? Social welfare in Hertfordshire from 1600, 

(Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 2013), p/b, 

£11-85 

A. Lawes, Chancery Lane 1377-1977. 'The Strong Box of the Empire', (Public Record 

Office Publications, 1996), p/b, 

£ 4-85 

R. Liddiard, ed., The Medieval Park. New Perspectives, (Windgather Press, 2007), p/b, £ 9-30 

Local Population Studies, The Plague Reconsidered: A new look at its origins and 

effects in 16th and 17th Century England, (L.P.S., 1977), p/b, 

£ 2-15 

M.K. McIntosh, Poor Relief and Community in Hadleigh, Suffolk, 1547-1600, (Univ. of 

Hertfordshire Press, 2013), p/b, 

£12-30 

M.K. McIntosh, Poor Relief in England, 1350-1600, (Cambridge U.P., 2013), p/b, £14-25 

D. Mills, Rural Community History from Trade Directories, (L.P.S., 2000), p/b, £ 1-00 

D. Mills & K. Schürer, eds, Local communities in the Victorian census enumerators' 

books, (Leopard's Head Press, 1996), p/b, 

£ 8-10 

C.G. Pooley & J. Turnbull, Migration and mobility in Britain since the eighteenth 

century, (Routledge, 2003), p/b, 

£25-35 

R. Pope, Unemployment and the Lancashire Weaving Area, 1920-1938, (Harris Paper 

Three, Univ. of Central Lancashire, (n.d. [2000]), p/b, 

£ 1-00 

P. Razzell, Mortality, Marriage and Population Growth in England, 1550-1850, 

(Caliban Books, 2016), p/b, 

£ 7-00 

R. Schofield, Parish Register Aggregate Analyses: the Population History of England 

database and introductory guide, (inc. CD-Rom), (L.P.S., 1998), p/b, 

£ 4-20 

S. Scott & C.J. Duncan, Biology of Plagues: Evidence from Historical Populations, 

(Cambridge U.P., 2001), h/b, 

£42-25 

C. Thornton, J. Ward & N. Wiffen, eds, The Fighting Essex Soldier. Recruitment, war 

and society in the fourteenth century, (Univ. of Hertfordshire Press, 2017), p/b, 

£13-25 

H-J. Voth, Going short and working little? Labour intensity and energy availability in 

eighteenth-century England, (Cambridge Group Working Paper Series No.4, 1996), p/b, 

£ 1-25 

M. Whitfield, The Bristol Microscopists and the Cholera Epidemic of 1849, (Avon 

Local History & Archaeology Books No.9, 2011), p/b, 

£ 2-25 

S. Williams, Poverty, Gender and Life-Cycle under the English Poor Law, 1760-1834, 

(Boydell & Brewer, 2011), h/b, 

£32-50 

K. Wrightson, Ralph Tailor’s Summer. A Scrivener, his City and the Plague, (Yale U.P., 

2011), h/b, 

£13-00 

E.A. Wrigley, R.S. Davies, J.E. Oeppen & R.S. Schofield, English population history 

from family reconstitution 1580-1837, (Cambridge U.P., 1997), h/b, 

  

£42-25 

 

Abbreviations used;- 

 

L.P.S. =  Local Population Studies  U.P. =  University Press 

h/b =  hardback    p/b =  paperback 
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LPSS Annual Conference 13th April 2019 , Wilson Carlile Centre, Sheffield  

‘Let’s talk of graves’ 
Mortality and graveyards, c.1700-c.1950 

Programme 

 

9.30-10.00: Registration and coffee 

 

10.00-10.45:  Romola Davenport (University of Cambridge) ‘Migrants, microbes 

and medicalisation: a long-run perspective on urban-rural mortality differentials’ 

 

10.45-11.30:  Beata Nowok (University of Edinburgh) ‘Spatial and seasonal 

patterns of mortality in Scotland in the 20th century: early results from the 

Digitising Scotland project’  

   

11.30-11.40: short break 

 

11.40-12.15: Chris Galley ‘Some thoughts on nineteenth-century infant 

mortality’ 

 

12.15-13.00:  Jeremy Boulton (University of Newcastle) ‘Not dead - just resting? 

Exhumation in early modern England’ 

 

13.00-14.15: AGM and Lunch 

 

14.15-15.00: Julie Rugg (University of York) ‘Individuation, consolation and 

consumption: towards a theory of cyclicality in English funerary practice’ 

 

15.00-15.45: Janet Ridler ‘Sheffield’s hidden necropolis’ 

 

15.45-16.30: Judith Pitchforth ‘Written in stone – family reconstruction from 

Fulwood graveyard (Sheffield)’ 

 

16.30 conference ends 

 

 

To reserve a place please use the booking form overleaf or visit the conference page at 

http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/confer.htm 

 

The Wilson Carlisle Centre is conveniently located in Sheffield city centre and overnight 

accommodation for delegates is available at the venue if required.  Please book 

accommodation directly with the venue. 

  

http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/confer.htm


© LPSS 2019 
 Charity No. 326626 

20 

BOOKING FORM 

============================================================= 

 ‘Let’s talk of graves’ Mortality and graveyards, c.1700-c.1950 

LPSS Annual Conference 13th April 2019, Wilson Carlile Centre, Sheffield 

The conference fee is £30 for LPSS members, £50 for non-members (which 

includes one year’s free online subscription to the LPSS Journal via 

IngentaConnect), and £20 for registered students*, which includes all 

refreshments 

 
Please reserve ________ place(s). 

 I enclose a cheque for £____________  Payable to ‘Local Population Studies Society’ 
 

OR  I have made an internet banking transfer for £___________, Sort Code 60 10 18, Account 

No. 88670740 [Please use your name and initials as a reference] 

 

Name _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address. ___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________Post Code __________________ 

 

E-mail Address______________________________________________________________ 

Contact Telephone No. _______________________________________________________ 

 

Please state any specific dietary requirements______________________________________ 

 

 

 I consent to the secure storage of my personal data for the purposes of the conference 

administration and LPSS membership.  My details will not be passed to any other organisation. 
 

 LPSS may contact me by post or email about future events and conferences. 

 

You may withdraw your consent at any time by advising the membership secretary: 

Rowena.burgess@uea.ac.uk 
 

Please return your completed form and cheque if applicable by Mon 1st April 2019 to  

LPSS, Attn: Karen Rothery, 13 Sherrards Park Road, Welwyn Garden City, 

Hertfordshire, AL8 7JW 

 

For further information or general enquiries, please e-mail: 

conferences@localpopulationstudies.org.uk 

 
*A limited number of student bursaries, to cover conference costs and reasonable travel 

expenses, will be met from the May Pickles Fund.  For further details please contact us on the 

conference email above. 

 

mailto:conferences@localpopulationstudies.org.uk

