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Abstract 
The adjacent gold mining settlements of Ballarat and Sebastopol in the colony of Victoria are universally 
acknowledged as the major focal point for Welsh immigrants in Australia in the second half of the nineteenth 
century. Here, the Welsh had congregated in sufficient numbers to establish an identifiable and highly visible 
ethnolinguistic community. Factors such as the necessity of acquiring the English language, movement out 
of the mining industry, high rates of exogamy, the failure to unite within one religious denomination and the 
conscious desire to integrate into mainstream Australian society, all served to undermine the integrity of 
that community. This paper argues that the more fundamental issue of residential propinquity was of 
primary importance in this process; that it was the failure of the Welsh immigrant group to establish and 
maintain long term exclusively Welsh areas of settlement that ensured the eventual dilution and absorption 
of the Welsh as a distinct community.  

Ffurfia Ballarat a rhai o’r maesdrefi, megis Sebastopol, fath o Dywysogaeth fechan 
Gymreig. Y Gymraeg a siaradir, a ysgrifenir, a bregethir, ac a genir yno, a rhoddir 
cerddoriaeth Gymreig, a chynelir cyfarfodydd llenyddol yno o bryd i bryd, lle y bydd y 
teulueodd mawr Cymreig, Jones, Davies, Thomas, Evans, Lloyd, a Williams, yn difyru 
eu hunain mewn modd a fuasai yn llawenhau yr hen feirdd gynt.1 

Ballarat and some of its suburbs, such as Sebastopol, form a sort of small Welsh 
Principality. There, Welsh is spoken, written, preached and sung, Welsh music is 
performed, and from time to time Welsh literary meetings are held where the great 
Welsh families, Jones, Davies, Thomas, Evans, Lloyd and Williams, amuse themselves in 
a way which would please the bards of old. 

Introduction 

Any study of nineteenth-century emigration from Wales must first acknowledge the 
numbers involved, and it is true to say that Welsh emigrants have always been few in 
number. This was due not only to the small size of the Welsh population, which did not 
register as more than one million until the 1841 census, but also to the rate of emigration 

1 Y Gwladgarwr, 14 January 1865. For an account of the formation and development of the Ballarat area, see W. Bate, 
Lucky city: The first generation at Ballarat 1851–1901 (Melbourne, 1978). 
Much of the material used in his article was originally written in the Welsh language. In translating from the Welsh I 
have endeavoured to adhere, as closely as possible, to the original meaning, which has resulted in the use of some 
stilted and clumsy English. 
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from Wales, which was significantly lower than that from England, Scotland or Ireland.2 
From its beginning in 1788, the arrival of individuals to Australia from the United 
Kingdom was dominated by the transportation of convicts, initially to New South Wales 
and Tasmania but eventually spreading throughout the continent with the exception of 
the colony of South Australia. By the 1830s, however, the numerical balance had begun 
to shift in favour of free newcomers. This was due to the arrival of young, largely male, 
adventurers in search of their fortunes; the arrival of assisted migrants was prompted by 
the desire of British governments to find an outlet for an apparently surplus, and 
frequently poor, population; and the attempts of the various colonial governments to 
attract free, productive settlers. However, if by the dawn of the 1850s the colonies were 
increasingly viable, stable settlements with a diminishing gender imbalance, they were 
also, as Catriona Elder has put it, ‘in no way spectacular successes’.3  

The gold rushes, initiated in the colony of Victoria in 1851, radically altered immigration 
levels and, consequently, the social and economic landscape of Australia, with the decade 
of the 1850s seeing the non-indigenous population of the continent increase from 405,400 
to 1,145,600.4 The Welsh were not exempt from this phenomenon and, as Table 1 indicates, 
although relatively few people from Wales emigrated to the Australian colonies during the 
nineteenth century, by the fourth quarter of that century Welsh-born individuals were to 
be found in every colonised part of the continent.5 Despite this widespread penetration, 
the Welsh presence in Australia was largely concentrated into a relatively few areas. 
Besides the existence of small groups in the major cities, immigrants from Wales tended to 
congregate in the various mining centres: the copper mines of Burra Burra, Kapunda and 
Wallaroo in South Australia, the coal mining districts of Newcastle in New South Wales 
and Ipswich in Queensland and, most notably, the gold bearing regions of Victoria.6  

2 The reasons for this phenomenon are still very much open to debate. For analyses of the emigration decision see, B. 
Thomas, Migration and economic growth. A study of Great Britain and the Atlantic economy (Cambridge, 1973); D. 
Baines, Migration in a mature economy—emigration and internal migration in England and Wales, 1861-1900 
(Cambridge, 1985) and Emigration from Europe, 1815-1930 (Cambridge, 1995). More specifically, see W. Ross 
Johnston, ‘The Welsh diaspora: emigrating around the world in the late nineteenth century’, Llafur, 6, 2 (1993), 50-74; 
L. Walker, ‘“ Two jobs for every man”: the emigration decision from Wales to New South Wales, 1850-1900’, 
Australian Studies, 13 (1998), 99-118 and W. D. Jones, ‘“Raising the wind”: emigrating from Wales to the USA in the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries’, Annual Public Lecture, School of Welsh, Cardiff University, 2003.  

3 C. Elder, ‘Immigration history’, in M. Lyons and P. Russell eds, Australia’s history: themes and debates (Sydney, 
2005), 102. 

4 For a concise overview of immigration to Australia see, Elder, ‘Immigration’, 98–115, and J. Rickard, Australia: a 
cultural history (London and New York, 1988), 22–40. For a statistical analysis see. W. D. Borrie, The European 
peopling of Australasia: a demographic history 1788-1988 (Canberra, 1994). 

5 All statistical evidence relating to population is, unless otherwise indicated, drawn from the following three sources: 
Census Reports for the Colony of Victoria, State Library of Victoria, Melbourne, B.R. Mitchell, British historical 
statistics (Cambridge, 1988) and J. Jupp and B. York, Birthplaces of the Australian people: Colonial and 
Commonwealth Census, 1828–-1991 (Canberra, 1995). Censuses were held at differing times in the various colonies 
and the Welsh were not always listed separately. 

6 The second half of the nineteenth century saw Welsh immigrants similarly concentrated in industrial areas in the 
United States; primarily those associated with the mining and metallurgical industries. See W.D. Jones, Wales in 
America: Scranton and the Welsh, 1860-1920 (Cardiff, 1993). 
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Both contemporary observers and modern historians have specifically identified the 
Ballarat/Sebastopol area in the colony of Victoria as a centre of Welsh settlement and 
culture in Australia in the second half of the nineteenth century, and here the Welsh 
were to be found in sufficient numbers to enable the emergence of a vibrant, identifiable 
ethnolinguistic community.7 From the outset, however, the existence of that Welsh 
community was threatened by a variety of forces. These included the necessity of 
acquiring the English language, occupational diversification, religious schisms, high 
rates of exogamy and the desire of many to cast off their old-world cultural shackles.8  
These factors have received consideration elsewhere and this paper seeks to address the 
more fundamental issue of residential propinquity. It argues that, ultimately, it was the 
failure of the Welsh immigrant group to establish long-term enclaves that proved to be 
the major factor in fracturing Welsh ethnolinguistic identity in the area. 

7 See Address of the President, Dr D.J. Thomas at the Eisteddfod held at the theatre in Ballarat on the 25 December, 
1867 (Melbourne, n.d.); M. Williams, Cymry Awstralia (Llandybie, 1983); L. Lloyd, Australians from Wales 
(Gwynedd, 1988); A.F. Hughes, ‘Welsh’, in J. Jupp ed., The Australian people: an encyclopaedia of the nation, its 
people and their origins (Sydney, 1988), 840-5; W.D. Jones, ‘“From a country called Wales”: the Welsh in Australia 
symposium’, Australian Folklore, 13 (1998); W.D. Jones, ‘Welsh identities in Ballarat, Australia, during the late 
nineteenth century’, The Welsh History Review, 20 (2000); W.D. Jones, ‘Cymry “gwlad yr aur”: ymfudwyr Cymreig 
yn Ballarat, Awstralia, yn ail hanner y bedwaredd ganrif ar bymtheg’, Llafur, Cylchgrawn Hanes Llafur Cymru, 
Journal of Welsh Labour History, 8 (2001); and W.D. Jones and Aled Jones, ‘The Welsh world and the British empire, 
c. 1851–1939: an exploration’, The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, 31 (2003).  

8 For a detailed consideration of these issues see R. Tyler, ‘Occupational mobility and culture maintenance: the Welsh 
in a nineteenth century Australian gold town’, Immigrants and Minorities, 24 (2006); R. Tyler, ‘Gender imbalance, 
marriage preference and culture maintenance: the Welsh in an Australian gold town 1850–1900’, Llafur, 9 (2006); R. 
Tyler, ‘The Welsh language in a nineteenth century Australian gold town’, The Welsh History Review, 24 (2008); and 
R. Tyler, ‘“A handful of interesting and exemplary people from a country called Wales”. Identity and culture 
maintenance: the Welsh in Ballarat and Sebastopol in the second half of the nineteenth century’ (unpublished PhD 
thesis, University of Melbourne, 2000). 

Table 1       Welsh-born in Australia, 1851–1901 

 NSW TAS SA WA VIC QLD 

1851          558              337  
1861       1,378           6,055             155 

1871       1,870           6,614  
1881       3,100 343        1,161         4,547  
1891       4,997 316        1,098 178        5,094  
1901       3,622 284           865 909        3,676          2,658 

Note:          NSW: New South Wales; TAS: Tasmania; SA: South Australia; WA: Western Australia; VIC: 
Victoria; QLD: Queensland. 

Source:      J. Jupp and B. York, Birthplaces of the Australian people: Colonial and Commonwealth Census, 
1828–1991 (Canberra, 1995). 
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Early Welsh Victorians 

Contemporary Welsh newspapers and periodicals identified the Welsh among the first to 
make the journey to the Victorian goldfields.9 Yr Amserau, for 27 October 1852 contained a 
poem on the occasion of the marriage between D.H. Evans (Daniel Ddu o Fon), who was 
to become a well-known figure in Welsh literary circles in Victoria, and Miss Rachel 
Evans, Bassaleg, Monmouthshire, and their departure with other friends to Australia.10 Y 
Cymro reported in August 1854 that, ‘Over twelve young men left Holyhead and its 
neighbourhood last week, from which port they took their passage to the diggings. ... 
They are strong and powerful and likely to earn their living in the colony’.11 The 
Reverend J. Farr, a Congregational minister from Aberdare, Glamorgan, who was to serve 
for many years in Ballarat, whilst bound for Melbourne on the ‘Monarch of the Sea’ in 
1857, was ‘agreeably surprised to find that there were from eighty to ninety other Welsh 
people amongst the passengers’. Farr took the opportunity to preach in Welsh to his 
fellow countrymen and in English to English and Scottish passengers, his ‘first attempt to 
speak publicly in the resonant language of the conquering Saxon’.12 

The Welsh were in evidence both in Melbourne and on the diggings from the earliest days. 
In a letter to a friend in Wales, dated 19 May 1854, Robert Lewis, who was to become a 
prominent Ballarat businessman and politician, wrote from Melbourne, ‘There are a great 
many Welsh people in this Colony’. Four months later he wrote, ‘I have not regretted 
coming here myself, there are a great many Welsh here’.13 In September 1854, Griffith Jones 
wrote from the diggings at Mount Alexander, ‘There were here too quite a number from 
Pontypridd and other districts in Glamorgan, but most of them were an ungodly and 
shameless crowd’.14 In March 1855, Daniel Evans of Llanberis, Caernarfonshire, wrote from 
the Castlemaine area, ‘There are many scores of Welshmen in this place. I hear Welsh and 
see Welsh people as if I was there in Wales. There are people here from every part of Wales, 
and, as far as I know, from every part of the world too’.15 As Table 2 indicates, however, 
even in Victoria, the colony attracting the largest number of Welsh immigrants in the 
decades following 1850, the Welsh were swamped by their Celtic contemporaries. 

Goldfield concentration 

Nevertheless, as early as 1854, census returns indicated a concentration of Welsh migrants 
within Victoria itself. As Table 3 shows, while those born in Wales comprised only 0.98 

9 The impact of reporting in the Welsh press on the decision to emigrate is discussed by Walker in ‘“Two jobs for every 
man”’ and W.D. Jones in ‘Representations of Australia in mid-nineteenth-century Welsh emigrant literature: Gwlad 
yr aur and Awstralia a’r cloddfeydd aur’, The Welsh History Review, 23 (2006). 

10 Yr Amserau, 27 October 1852. In Emyr Gwynne Jones, ‘Annibynwyr Cymraeg Awstralia’, Y Cofiadur, March 1956, 
6. 

11 Y Cymro, 30 August 1854. In Jones, ‘Annibynwyr’, 6. 
12 Merthyr Telegraph, 14 March 1879. 
13 Letters from Robert Lewis, Melbourne to Philip Williams, Aberystwyth, 19 May 1854 and 9 September 1854, 

National Library of Australia (NLA), MS 2452. 
14 Yr Amserau, 28 September 1853. In Jones, ‘Annibynwyr’, 8. 
15 Yr Herald Cymraeg, 28 July 1855. In Jones, ‘Annibynwyr’, 8. 
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per cent of the colony’s population, within the goldfields they made up 1.66 per cent of 
the total. This was in direct contrast to the Irish and Scottish whose goldfield presence 
was weaker than that in the colony as a whole. The propensity of the Welsh to 
concentrate in the gold-mining districts was again underlined by the returns of the 1857 
census. While the Welsh-born comprised a mere 1.12 per cent of the colony’s population, 
they made up a more significant 1.61 per cent of goldfield residents. Table 4, which 
shows the extent to which each national group was concentrated on the goldfields in the 
1850s, further highlights this tendency. As is apparent, the Welsh, with around 50 per 
cent of their number resident on the goldfields, far outstripped the Scots and Irish. 

The Ballart/Sebastopol concentration 

By the late 1850s, therefore, a pattern had emerged that saw a small Welsh presence 
made more visible by its concentration in gold-mining areas and within these areas 
centres such as Ballarat were becoming noted for their Welsh populations. The Ballarat 
newspaper, The Miner and Weekly Star, in its issue for 1 January 1858, contained an article 
describing the Christmas celebrations at the Welsh Church on the town's Bakery Hill. 

Table 2       Welsh, Scottish and Irish-born in Victoria, 1854–1891 

   1854   1857   1861   1871   1881  1891 

Welsh         2,326         4,576          6,055         6,614         4,547          5,094 

Scottish       36,044       53,798        60,701       56,210       48,153        50,667 

Irish       39,728       65,264        87,160     100,468       86,733        85,307 

Total population     236,798     409,038      540,322     731,528     862,346   1,140,405 

Source:      Census Reports for the Colony of Victoria. 

Table 3       Percentage by birthplace on the goldfields and in the colony of Victoria as a whole, 1854 and 
1857 

Source:      Census Reports for the Colony of Victoria. 

 Welsh  Scottish Irish 

1854 46.44 22.87 22.90 

1857 51.27 27.45 25.15 

Table 4       Percentage of each nationality found on the goldfields, 1854 and 1857 

Source:      Census Reports for the Colony of Victoria. 

 1854  
 Colony Goldfields Colony Goldfields 

Wales                  0.98                 1.66                 1.12                  1.61 

Scotland                15.22               12.84               13.15                11.12 

Ireland                16.78               14.36               15.95                12.45 

1857  
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This event drew people from ‘all parts of this district. … the little Chapel was too small 
to accommodate the numbers present, the tables were filled and emptied several times in 
succession’.16 Welsh cultural vitality in the area was further revealed by the activities of 
the Ballarat Welsh Literary Society, formed as early as January 1857, which was 
described at the end of the decade as ‘the most flourishing Welsh Literary Society in 
Australia’.17 The existence of the Sebastopol Welsh Choir, which performed at the Welsh 
Chapel in Sebastopol in honour of Wales’ patron saint, St David, on 1 March 1859, also 
suggests the presence of a vibrant Welsh community.18  

The year 1861 saw the number of Welsh-born individuals in Victoria standing at 6,055 
and still comprising 1.12 per cent of the total population. The census, while again 
revealing a disproportionate Welsh presence in the goldfields (1.71 per cent of the 
population) also provided details which indicated further concentration. The census 
furnished information at corporate town and municipality level and showed that, while 
the Welsh-born were to be found throughout the colony, only in limited areas were they 
in significant numbers and comprising a proportion in excess of 2 per cent of the total 
population. The numbers and percentages for the Ballarat area are presented in Table 5. 
Unfortunately, it is unclear from the census reports whether or not Sebastopol, which 
did not constitute a corporate town or municipality at the time, was included in the 
figures for the mining district. The boundaries between Ballarat and the Ballarat Mining 
District are likewise unclear. The total for the Welsh-born in corporate towns and 
municipalities in 1861 was 2,367 with those in mining districts numbering 3,900, a total 
for Victoria of 6,267 which is 212 in excess of the actual number of Welsh-born in the 
colony. Despite the vagaries of the reports, the assertion made by the Welsh periodical, 
Seren Cymru, in April 1859, that in Ballarat and its neighbourhood a third of the colony’s 
6,000 Welsh were to be found, could not have far from the truth.19 

The Australian Welsh-language periodicals, Yr Australydd and Yr Ymwelydd, which 
provided information on the activities of the Welsh community during the years of their 
existence, 1866–1876, clearly indicate that community’s strength in Ballarat and 
Sebastopol.20 The April 1868 issue of Yr Australydd, for example, which contains reports 
of events which had taken place during the previous month, highlights the richness of 
the area’s Welsh cultural life. This issue describes a meeting of the Ballarat Welsh 
Independent Church, the Ballarat Welsh Bible Society and the St David’s Day 
celebrations held at the town’s Craig’s Royal Hotel. In Sebastopol, March had witnessed 

16 Miner and Weekly Star, 1 January 1858. 
17 William Griffith Parry Papers, ‘Notes on religious and cultural life and material relating to the Ballarat Welsh Literary 

Society’, NLW FACS 449.  
18 Miner and Weekly Star, 18 March 1859. 
19 Seren Cymru, 16 April 1859. 
20 Yr Australydd, Welsh language newspaper published in Ballarat and Melbourne, Victoria, July 1866 to February 1871, 

April 1871 to September 1872; Yr Ymwelydd, Welsh language newspaper published in Melbourne, Victoria October 
1874 to December 1876 held at Victoria State Library, Melbourne, Australia and the National Library of Wales. 
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the Calvinistic Methodist Church’s Band of Hope trip to Ballarat Gardens, two literary 
meetings involving singing and recitation, the Welsh Independent Church’s Sunday 
School trip to Ballarat Gardens, the Welsh Baptist’s prayer meeting and tea party, a 
lecture on Milton and a meeting of the Cymdeithas y Beiblau a Thraethodau Crefyddol 
(The Bible and Religious Tracts Society).21 Although the ethnic composition of audiences 
at these functions is impossible to ascertain, evidence exists that they were, at least during 
the early years, predominantly patronised by Welsh people. For example, the Ballarat Star 
noted that the Mechanics’ Institute, Ballarat, which hosted a concert held by the 
Sebastopol Welsh Choir at the end of 1863, was ‘filled, and mainly with a Welsh 
audience’.22  

The returns of the 1871 census serve to illustrate further the trends outlined above. Again, 
however, due to the nature of the census reports, which do not clearly delineate the extent 
of the ‘Mining Districts’, it remains obvious that the same individuals have been included 
in two sets of figures. The total Welsh-born listed as resident in mining districts in the 
colony in 1871 was 4,186 and those in Cities Towns and Boroughs, 3,653 a total of 7,839, 
well in excess of the 6,614 Welsh in the colony. Obviously a significant number had been 
counted twice. Nevertheless, it is clear that the Ballarat area had the highest number of 
Welsh-born in the colony, which was still in the region of some 2,000 individuals (Table 6).  

21 Yr Australydd, April 1868. 
22 Ballarat Star, 11 December 1863. 

Table 5      Numbers of Welsh, Scottish and Irish-born in Ballarat, Sebastopol and the Associated 
Mining District and as a percentage of the total population, 1861 

 Sebastopol    Ballarat East Ballarat West 

    No.  %  No. %     No.  %   No.  % 

Welsh 1,144      1.87 79 12.58 176        1.37 207 2.23 

Scottish 6,814    11.13 98 15.61 1,227        9.56 1,166 12.59 

Irish 7,307    11.94 39 6.21 1,713      13.34 1,059 11.43 

 Mining District  

Source:      Census Report for the Colony of Victoria 1861. 

 Sebastopol    Ballarat East Ballarat West 

 No.  %  No. %     No.   %   No.  % 

Welsh 1,851       1.96 584 8.99 231 1.41 312 1.28 

Scottish 6,741       7.12 407 6.27 1,031 6.29 1,914 7.87 

Irish 10,238     10.82 828 12.75 1,632 9.95 3,060 12.59 

Mining District  

Table 6       Numbers of Welsh, Scottish and Irish-Born in Ballarat, Sebastopol and the Associated 
Mining District and as a percentage of the total population, 1871 

Source:      Census Report for the Colony of Victoria 1871. 
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 1850s 1860s 1870s 1880s 

Welsh 74.2 56.2 53.2 40.0 

Scottish 48.5 20.4 25.2 16.5 

Irish 47.6 22.1 25.7 21.6 

Table 7      Percentage of male migrants in Ballarat/Sebastopol employed in mining, by nationality, 
1853-1891 

Source:       Death Certificates for Ballarat, 1853–1891, Sebastopol, 1866–1891.  

23 For accounts of the experiences of other ethnic groups on the goldfields, particularly the Irish, Scots and Cornish, see 
K. Cardell and C., Cumming eds., A world turned upside down: cultural change on Australia’s goldfields 1851–-2001 
(Canberra, 2001). 

24 For an account of the development of the gold-mining industry in the area see G. Blainey, The rush that never ended 
(Melbourne, 1963); G. Serle, The golden age: a history of the colony of Victoria 1851–1861 (Melbourne, 1963) and 
The rush to be rich: a history of the colony of Victoria, 1883–1889 (Melbourne, 1971). 

25 Death Certificates for Ballarat, 1853–91, Sebastopol, 1866-91. Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, Melbourne, 
Victoria, Australia. 

26 For an explanation of research methodology and further details of occupational specialisation and mobility see Tyler, 
‘Occupational mobility’. 

By 1871, therefore, the Welsh, although found throughout the gold-bearing districts and 
in numbers within the boroughs of Melbourne, remained at their greatest strength, both 
numerically and proportionally, in the settlements which had emerged following the 
rushes, notably Castlemaine, Clunes, Sandhurst, Stawell, Maldon and, ultimately, 
Ballarat/Sebastopol. This was in contrast to the other Celtic nationalities which, although 
outnumbering the Welsh almost everywhere, were not so disproportionately drawn to 
the mining areas.23 This phenomenon was, of course, related to the occupational 
concentration of Welshmen in the mining industry and evidence exists showing 
Welshmen to have had a far greater involvement in, and thus dependency on, that 
industry than other ethnic groups.24 Research, drawing on information contained on 
death certificates for the Ballarat/Sebastopol area, while revealing mining as a major 
employer for the migrant community in general, also shows the Welsh as far more likely 
to have been found within that industry than their Scottish and Irish contemporaries.25 
Of the 288 Welsh-born males, whose occupation was listed on the death certificate and 
who died in Ballarat and Sebastopol between 1853 and 1891, 150 (52.1 per cent), were 
associated with the mining industry. This compares to percentages of 22.3 and 24.9 for 
the Irish and Scottish.26 A decennial breakdown, provided by Table 7, reveals 
information of further interest. While the table indicates that for each group there was a 
movement out of mining, it also shows that the Welsh were more likely to remain in the 
industry, with 40 per cent still being listed as miners in the decade 1882–1891. This 
contrasts with the other two groups and especially the Scottish, whose miners fell from a 
percentage of almost 50 in 1853–1861, to a mere 16.5 per cent in the decade 1882–1891.  

The Welsh themselves were certainly aware of their strength in this gold-mining world. 
The editorial in the April 1871 issue of Yr Australydd could state of Ballarat, ‘there are 
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many hundreds of our countrymen residing in this town and its environs. Although they 
are not in the majority, they are, in every sense, strong enough to be of influence in the 
place.’27 The numerical strength of the Welsh in the area is apparent in a report of a 
‘cyfarfod te’ (tea meeting) held by the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists at their Carmel 
Chapel in Sebastopol on 21 May 1872, which attracted between three and four hundred 
people.28 Again, although the ethnicity of attendees at these functions is largely a matter 
of conjecture, as this chapel was still functioning entirely in Welsh at this time it can  
reasonably be assumed that meetings of this nature, although held with the intention of 
attracting new members, remained largely Welsh in ethos and language.29 

Further concentration within the district 

If Ballarat/Sebastopol was the focal point of Welsh immigration during the 1860s and 
1870s, not only in Victoria but in Australia as a whole, to what extent were the Welsh 
further concentrated within the area itself? Official statistics are, unfortunately, of little 
help in identifying specific areas of Welsh settlement at micro-level. The census of 1871 
broke down the Ballarat conurbation into wards, but this indicates no specific area of 
Welsh settlement within the urban area, and no further detail can be obtained from the 
census. Further demographic analysis requires alternative sources and city directories, 
which began to be produced in the 1850s, are the best available indicators of ethnic 
settlement patterns. These directories do pose their own difficulties, not least of which is 
that they were not compiled to a set format. Nevertheless, data concerning name, address 
and occupation can be successfully gleaned from these sources for Ballarat and Ballarat 
East for the years 1862, 1866, 1868, 1875, and 1882, and for Sebastopol in 1868, 1869, 1875, 
and 1882. 30 

The use of directories, however, involves a more fundamental difficulty: the identification 
of the Welsh as group, with the only feasible method necessitating a reliance on surname 
as an indicator of ethnicity.31 This is, of course, decidedly problematic and subject to a 
high degree of error. The patronymic derivation and relative paucity of Welsh surnames 
is of some assistance, but even with such obviously Welsh names as Evans, Price, Lewis 
and Griffiths, Welsh ethnicity is far from assured, with numerous English, Scots, Irish and 

27 Yr Australydd, April 1871. 
28 Yr Australydd., June 1872. 
29 Yr Australydd, Yr Ymwelydd, passim. That Welsh remained the language of most of the religious activities of the 

Welsh Chapels into the 1870s is left in no doubt by a close study of the periodicals. 
30 Directories used: Birtchnell’s Ballarat directory 1862, compiled by J. Butler;  Ballarat and district directory 1865–

1866, compiled by F.M. Dicker; Ballier’s directory 1868; The Ballarat directory 1869, compiled by J. Windler; 
Niven’s directory for the city of Ballarat, Ballarat east and Sebastopol 1875; Niven’s directory for the city of Ballarat, 
Ballarat east and Sebastopol 1882. 

31 For a comprehensive clarification of the Welsh surname see T.J. Morgan and P. Morgan, Welsh surnames (Cardiff, 
1985). A study which specifically analyses the incidence of Welsh surnames overseas is ‘The Welsh diaspora: 
analysis of the geography of Welsh names’, Project undertaken for the National Assembly, R. Webber, Visiting 
Professor, Department of Geography, University College London, n.d. 
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Americans of distant Welsh origin present to confuse the issue.32 Likewise, Welsh ethnics 
sometimes bore non-Welsh surnames, the Reverend Farr, minister of the Armstrong 
Street United Welsh Protestant Church in Ballarat, being a case in point. Furthermore, 
there exist surnames which, simply put, may or may not be of Welsh origin. 
Nevertheless, a district or street where 50 per cent of household heads had ‘typically’ 
Welsh surnames can safely be said to have had a stronger Welsh presence than one 
which contained a mere 5 per cent. Surnames, therefore, although a poor indicator of 
individual ethnicity, provide a general indication of a Welsh presence, and enable 
qualified observations to be made regarding the nature of Welsh settlement patterns. 
Listing all household heads with Welsh surnames and noting their percentage strength 
by street provides, therefore, a fair indication of the Welsh presence at micro-level.  

For Ballarat, data obtained from the directories revealed no significant concentrations of 
migrants which could be said to have constituted specific Welsh districts. Indeed, not 
one street revealed percentages that would suggest that the Welsh constituted the largest 
group. Moreover, even the streets with a relatively high proportion of individuals with 
Welsh surnames were found scattered throughout the city. The residential patterns of 
Welsh immigrants within the streets themselves could have provided the propinquity 
necessary for the maintenance of ethnic ties, and the directories do contain sufficient 
information to test this suggestion. Evidence gleaned from those directories that did not 
alphabetise but listed the residents of each street as they were encountered did not, 
however, suggest a grouping of Welsh households. Moreover, from 1875 onwards, the 
directories for Ballarat City gave house numbers, which clearly scuppered any notions of 
ethnic clustering. In general, therefore, the data obtained from the directories reveal no 
significant concentrations of migrants that could be said to have constituted specific 
Welsh districts within Ballarat. 

Despite this, the Welsh were very much a part of the city’s public face. Indeed, their very 
dispersal was reflected in the distribution of Welsh businesses which, along with the 
chapels, provide the clearest indication of the Welsh presence and which were present 
throughout the settlement, particularly in the 1860s and 1870s. On Main Road there was 
the chemist shop of one John Aloysuis Williams, who had arrived in the colony in 1859 
from Dowlais near Merthyr Tydfil, Glamorgan; Evan Evans, the son of a Brecon farmer, 
who had arrived in the colony in 1857, maintained a grocer shop on Armstrong Street 
until his death in 1883; John William Jones of Neath had an ironmongers shop at 2 Ligar 
Street; and Ellis Richards, a native of Newmarket in the north of Wales, was in business 
as a butcher on Dana Street. Welsh-run hotels (public houses) existed in profusion and 
liquid refreshment was obtainable from numerous outlets. John Griffith, for example—
an Anglesey man who had arrived in Victoria in 1860 and established himself as a 
publican—was, at the time of his death in 1874, the landlord of the Barkly Street Hotel. 

32 It is instructive to note that Welsh immigrants in the Ballarat/Sebastopol area overwhelmingly had Welsh surnames. 
Of the 300 Welsh-born males who died in the area between 1853 and 1891, 264 (88 per cent) had recognisably Welsh 
surnames.  
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The sartorial needs of Welsh people could be catered to by Llewellyn Roberts and Son, 
Practical Tailors and Outfitters on Morres Street, and their ailments could be attended to 
by Dr George Bartlemen of Neath, after being driven to his Main Road surgery by Daniel 
Jacob Edwards of Glamorgan, who owned and drove a cab in the city until his death in 
1876.33 The images of all these Welsh people could have been recorded for posterity by 
Jonah Roberts of Roberts Brothers, photographers, who were to be found on Sturt Street.34 
All of these individuals were Welsh-born. 

If the Welsh were scattered throughout Ballarat, the situation in the adjacent township 
of Sebastopol was markedly different. Following the procedure outlined above for 
Ballarat, individual streets within Sebastopol show percentages in excess of 40, 50 and 60 
per cent. Queen Street in 1869 with 21 household heads, some 65.7 per cent of the total 
and 23 household heads, 52.5 per cent of the total in 1875 identifiable as Welsh by 
surname, can, at the very least, be said to have had a strong Welsh presence. It appears, 
therefore, that the Welsh were significantly more concentrated in Sebastopol and had 
established an enclave in the southern part of the township, known as Cobblers. There 
significant concentrations could be found in converging streets, including Queen and 
Grant (33.3 per cent in 1875), Edward (45.8 per cent in 1868), Charlotte (44.4 per cent in 
1869), Morgan (47.8 per cent in 1875), Nelson (50 per cent in 1875) and Miles (50 per cent 
in 1869). The general presence of the Welsh in Sebastopol was reflected by Welsh 
businessmen such as Thomas Edward Miles, the son of a Merthyr miner who had 
arrived in Victoria in 1857 and died aged 78 in 1887, who was to be found plying his 
trade as a blacksmith on Albert Street. Also on Albert Street was the butcher shop of one 
Evan Jenkins, the second-generation Welsh-speaking son of Jacob Jenkins from 
Abercarn, Monmouthshire. In the Welsh enclave of Cobblers, at the very south of the 
township, Welsh businesses were in greater evidence. John Hopkins, who had arrived 
from Glamorgan in 1854, and William Williams from Merthyr, ran grocery shops on 
Queen and Morgan Streets respectively. Robert Miles, yet another Merthyr man, ran a 
general store on Queen Street, where Tredegar-born William Jones’ Monmouth Bakery 
was also located. The literary needs of the Welsh community were met by Benjamin S. 
Evans, whose bookstore on Queen Street held scores of Welsh-language titles. Ellis 
Richards had his butcher shop on Princes Street and those in need of sustenance other 
than that of the mind could, and no doubt did, find succour at the Prince of Wales Hotel 
on Queen Street run by John and Ann Davies from Glamorgan.35 

Dispersal 

The proliferation of Welsh-owned businesses clearly reflected the numerical strength of 
the Welsh in the area which was at its zenith in the 1860s and 1870s. The censuses of 1881, 

33 The information for these examples was gleaned from city directories, advertisements in Yr Australydd and death 
certificates.  

34 Lloyd, Australians, 227. 
35 The information for these examples came from death certificates, city directories, advertisements in the local press 

and the assistance of Arthur J. Jenkins of the Sebastopol Historical Society. 
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1891 and 1901, however, revealed both continuity and change in Ballarat/Sebastopol and 
in Victoria as a whole. The various districts of Melbourne retained significant numbers of 
Welsh-born individuals and elsewhere in the colony, with the exception of the inland 
towns associated with gold, the Welsh presence remained negligible. Within the 
goldfield towns, however, the Welsh-born were in continuous decline throughout the 
period, with Ballarat/Sebastopol proving no exception (see Table 8) 

The forces behind this decline represented not only natural loss through the death of the 
older generation coupled with a cessation of immigration from Wales, but also 
population shifts within the colony itself. It is significant to note that many Welsh 
immigrants in Victoria had no intention of taking up permanent residence in the colony 
and, especially in the early years, immigrants were often single men in search of their 
fortune with every intention of returning home. Drawing on census returns, Table 9 
shows the proportion of males in the three Celtic national groups in the colony and 
reveals that a male/female gender imbalance existed among the Welsh to a far greater 
degree than among the Irish and Scots. 

Although gender imbalance was a general feature of frontier areas, the figures indicate 
that this imbalance affected certain migrant groups to a greater degree than others. 
Welsh men outnumbered Welsh women by more than two to one for much of the period 
and, as late as 1891, over 62 of every 100 Welsh-born Victorians were men. This stands in 
contrast to the other Celtic nationalities, especially the Irish, whose gender ratio reached 
equilibrium as early as the 1860s. This suggests that the Welsh presence in the colony 
was of a more transitory nature than that of some other migrant groups. 

 1891 1901 
 % No.  % No.  % No.  

Ballarat 0.85 190 0.74 179 0.62 159 

Ballarat East 1.02 151 0.96 159 0.58 107 

Sebastopol 6.04 151 5.51 142 2.93 87 

1881  

Table 8      Welsh-born in Ballarat and Sebastopol, 1881–1901 

Source:      Census Reports for the Colony of Victoria. 

Table 9       Percentage of males by nationality in Victoria, 1857–1891 

 1857 1861 1871 1881 1891 

Wales 72.9 71.6 63.3 60.9 62.2 

Scotland 63.5 61.0 56.0 54.5 56.1 
Ireland 54.4 54.1 49.0 47.5 50.2 

Colony average 64.4 60.8 54.8 52.4 52.5 

Source:      Census Reports for the Colony of Victoria. 
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This is reinforced by evidence of a qualitative nature. William Williams of Holywell, in a 
letter home from the goldfields which appeared in the Welsh newspaper Y Cymro in 
March 1853, wrote, ‘I would advise everyone to stay at home if they are at all 
comfortable, for the change is very great from a quiet home to a canvas tent, sleeping 
with a loaded pistol by your side. ... As soon as ever I shall make money I shall return to 
Cymru bach (little Wales)’.36 In a letter to his wife Mari and three children in Wales, 
William Jones wrote from Emu, Victoria, in the 1850s, indicating gold as his sole reason 
for being in Australia which would, ‘provide for us for ever’ so that ‘you, I and the 
children can come along a little in the world’. He expressed his longing for his home and 
his family, his regret for having failed to return when he had intended and continued, ‘I 
hope that I will be able to come home myself very soon’. William Jones never returned, 
however, and was buried in Dunnoly.37 Although, as noted, men made up the majority 
of Welsh immigrants, women were by no means exempt from the desire to return home. 
On 13 November 1858, Mary Jones wrote home to Merionethshire from Ballarat, ‘I have 
a great longing for all of you, but, dear mother, don’t worry at all I’ll be coming home 
very soon’.38 Two years later, 24 November 1860, Mary, although still at Ballarat, noted, 
‘There are many returning home every month’.39 Moreover, a decision to remain in the 
colony did not necessarily mean a settled existence. The extent to which Welsh-born 
individuals remained resident in any one district is, in the absence of aggregated data, 
difficult to quantify. Once again, however, the identification of Welsh individuals by 
surname in the city directories for Ballarat and Sebastopol provides at least an indication 
of the trends that were underway. In this analysis, Welsh household heads were 
identified only by the more specifically Welsh surnames such as Bevan, Evans, Griffiths, 
Howells, Jenkins, Lewis, Llewellyn, Morgan, Powell, Pritchard and Price, especially 
those with both a Welsh first and second name, as adult males such as Lewis Pritchard 
and Llewellyn Powell were, at this time, almost certainly Welsh-born. Table 10, 
therefore, goes some way towards revealing the extent to which the Welsh population in 
Ballarat remained for any length of time.  

Of 44 household heads identified as Welsh in 1862, only 26, constituting 59.1 per cent, 
could be identified as still being resident in Ballarat six years later and a mere 13, 
constituting 32.5 per cent, 20 years later.40 This pattern was repeated to a slightly greater 
or lesser extent for the other time periods under consideration. Of course, the vagaries of 
the directories and the death of some individuals would account in part for this loss, but 
the statistics outlined above do suggest that the existence of a distinct Welsh community, 

36 Y Cymro, March 24 1853. In Jones, ‘Annibynwyr’, 7. 
37 NLW FACS 369 6.  
38 NLW MS 22846 D.  
39 NLW MS 22846 D. 
40 It should be noted that 13 individuals are 32.5 per cent of 40 not 44. The other four individuals were removed from the 

sample as their continued residence was uncertain due to more than one individual having the same name in the 1882 
directory. Only those whose presence or absence could be ascertained at the later date remained in the sample. 
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as indicated by numerical presence and contemporary evidence, was due as much to 
continuous new arrivals from elsewhere in the colony as to a permanently resident 
population of Welsh-born people. Welsh people, it appears, were continuously moving 
into and out of the area; much of the Welsh population was in a state of flux. 

The same analysis was performed for Sebastopol and revealed a pattern broadly similar 
to Ballarat until 1875. The year 1875 saw the flooding of the mines in the township that 
resulted in a collapse in the population as a whole, regardless of ethnicity, as entire 
families left the area.41 As Table 11 clearly indicates, the Welsh immigrants who 
congregated in Sebastopol, a community dominated by, and dependent upon, the gold-
mining industry, were subject to the uncertainties of that industry. The collapse of 
mining in 1875, therefore, led to their dispersal. 42 

Again, this is reinforced by qualitative evidence. In a letter to Yr Ymwelydd, in March 
1875, Ap Gwynet wrote from New South Wales, ‘Many Welsh people from Victoria have 
landed safely on this side recently, and the majority have been successful in finding 
work’.43 Similarly, an article that appeared in the May issue Yr Ymwelydd on the Welsh in 
Greta, New South Wales, could state, ‘Coal provides the work here, and there are many 

 Numbers 

  1869 1875 1882 

1862 44 59.1 46.3 32.5 

1869 154  55.8 34.1 

1875 132   56.8 

Percentage identified in subsequent directories  

Table 10      Persistence of Welsh settlement in Ballarat 

Source:      See footnote 30. 

Table 11     Persistence of Welsh settlement in Sebastapol 

 Numbers 

  1869 1875 1882 

1862 22 68.2 42.9 14.3 

1869 183  53.0 16.1 

1875 91   29.7 

Percentage identified in subsequent directories  

Source:      See footnote 30. 

41 See E.D. Jenkins and A. J. Jenkins, The golden chain: a history of Sebastopol with special reference to gold mining 
(Marybourough, Victoria, 1980). 

42 Undoubtedly, some Welsh migrants made the move to Ballarat, but as the Welsh-born population of Ballarat itself 
was also in decline it may be assumed that these were few in number. 
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Welsh people living here, the majority having come over from Victoria’.44 The 
announcement of the marriage in Walsend, New South Wales, on 1 August 1876, of 
William Evans and Ann Parry, indicated that both were previously resident in 
Sebastopol.45 Indeed, a report from the Calvinistic Methodist Sunday School at 
Sebastopol, which appeared in Yr Ymwelydd in July 1875, expressed regret that, ‘Some 
think that the Welsh have completely left Sebastopol’.46 

Conclusion 

The Welsh immigrants in the Ballarat/Sebastopol area of the colony of Victoria in the 
second half of the nineteenth existed as an identifiable and highly visible ethnolinguistic 
community. The demographic context within which that community emerged, however, 
must be acknowledged. Although in Ballarat itself the Welsh had the numerical strength 
to make culture maintenance viable, those numbers were never found in sufficient 
concentrations to make that maintenance likely. Conversely, Sebastopol, while achieving 
the numbers and residential proximity necessary for the formation of a geographically-
defined community, experienced population shifts which severely and suddenly 
undermined the group’s unity. In neither area, therefore, were the Welsh to be found as 
the dominant group in a stable, long-term enclave, and this, along with other forces, 
ensured the eventual dilution and absorption of the Welsh as a distinct community. 

43 Yr Ymwelydd, March 1875.  
44 Yr Ymwelydd, May 1875.  
45 Yr Ymwelydd, September 1876. 
46 Yr Ymwelydd, July 1875.  


