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EDITORIAL

The Public Records (Amendment) Bill: the next step

The Public Records (Amendment) Bill was amongst the legislation lost
by the dissolution of Parliament and it would be dishonest not to admit to
a sense of relief, perhaps even a well-bred belly laugh at the fate of this
ill-conceived measure. We can take no credit for its demise. It was entirely
the Prime Minister's achievement. But we were heartened by the response
to our appeal in LPS 29 and the correspondence we began in The Times
which led to a large number of letters being written to Members of Parlia-
ment and to the Lord Chancellor. We know that the Lord Chancelior’s
department was surprised by the sheer volume of the correspondence
and by the nature of the response to a Bill which had not been expected
to arouse controversy. Had the Bill gone forward, we know from what
Members of Parliament have told us the hundred-year rule which was
included in the Bill on grounds of privacy would have been seriously
questioned, but we do not believe the batile over fees for using the
microfilmed copy-registers once they passed into the custody of the Pub-
lic Record Office would have been won. The only hint of concilliation to
have reached us suggested that the Lord Chancellor might have been
prepared to consider a reduction in the level of fees from the £15-£20 per
day which has been discussed to perhaps £10 per day, the figure Lord
Teviot mentioned in the debate in the House of Lords.

After this lucky escape can we regard the matter as closed? We think
not. For though Lord Teviot's Bill may not be seen again the General
Register Office is now under acute pressure from shortage of accom-
modation. This can only be relieved by moving_ the copy-regisiers to
the Public Record Office so that legislation cannot be long delayed. In-
deed we believe the feasibility planning for the new accommodation the
General Register Office records will require is still in hand. Whether legis-
lation takes the form of a private member’s bill or is directly sponsored by
the government, if it is likely to result in fees being charged for access to
records at the Public Record Office we shall oppose it and urge our
readers to do the same. There is no other way. We have heard politicians
and even spokesmen from the Public Record Office say fees will be kept
to a minimum and fees will not be extended to other records in the Public
Record Office but we are not reassured. It is clear that the great majority
of archivists and records users share this view. We must all use the
respite won by the election to prepare for the next round. The Records
Users’ Group will be keeping the matter under review and we shall work
closely with them. It is unfortunate that a number of the Members of
Parliament of both the major parties who showed the greatest interest in
this matter are no longer in the House and new contacts must be made.
For the moment we can do no more than watch for the first sign of new
legislation.

Record Offices — hours of opening, fees for access and photocopying
charges

In February 1981 we reported the results of a survey of record office
opening hours, fees for access to records and charges for photocopying.
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Now, two and a half years later, we return to this subject. How have the
record offices withstood the squeeze on staffing levels and the reduction
of their budgets? As in 1981 we have conducted a small survey: We con-
tacted record offices by telephone and asked for details of opening hours,
photocopying charges and fees. Our new survey was rather larger than
before covering 62 record offices compared with the 41 reviewed in 1981.
The results are shown in the table.

Despite the complaints from the Association of County Archivists (see
LPS 25, p. 61) that we were wrong to take the services offered by the
Public Recqgrd Office as a yardstick, we have again used the Public
Record Office’s 371 hour week as the standard against which to measure
performance elsewhere The line which divides our table separates what
we consider to be the adequate service from the inadequate. In 1981 we
were pleasantly surprised by the picture our survey revealed. It is clear
that the present enquiry indicates a less satisfactory state of affairs. This
is apparent in the proportion of record offices which offer opening hours
as good or better than the Public Record Office; now only 52% can make
this claim compared with 66% in 1981 and whereas 44% opened more
than 40 hours per week in 1981 now the proportion is no more than 31%
We realise these results have been influenced to some extent by the
extension of the survey to include a number of smaller records offices
but there is no denying the underlying trend towards shorter opening
hours. It is not our purpose to identify each of the record offices which
has been forced to cut its opening hours. We are not conducting a witch-
hynt. We prefer to draw attention to the welcome signs of a more flexible
approach to users’ needs which are apparent even amongst the offices
providing the most slender service. We realise our table looks like a
transcontinental railway timetable but readers prepared to study the small
print will see the ‘E’s and the ‘S’s denoting evening and Saturday opening
stand out like currants in a home-made bun; plainly closure of an office

one day a week is more tolerable if evening or Saturday opening is pro-
vided.

Of course the most striking impression from the information we have
assembled is of the range in record office opening hours. While the good
people of Suffolk enjoy 46 hours per week including 7 hours each Satur-
day, users of the Cornish or the Greater London Record Office must make
do with less than 30. If the record offices housed in major libraries are in-
cluded the contrast is even more remarkable with the best offering more
than twice the hours provided in the offices with the least adequate ser-
vices. (Barrow is omitted in this comparison on the basis that the new
opening hours will place it in an entirely different category). The cost of
photocopying also varies wildly from 5p. in Nottinghamshire to 23p. in
Shropshire and the Greater London Record Office and 30p. in Kent. The
Public Record Office sets no example here with a charge of 25p. or £1
per page if regma copies are involved. The average cost, 14p. conceals
the fact that 30% of the record offices are charging 10p. or less. Of course
the offices maintain they are not making a profit merely covering costs
which if correct points to an amazing disparity in costs or in accounting
procedures. It is plain that records users in many parts of the country
have good reason to feel that thev are being penalised.
5
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On the question of fees for access to records there is little new to report.
None of the recaicitrant offices shows any sign of following Derbyshire’s
example of abolishing charges and in Hampshire charges are said to be
under consideration. We had expected to find the practice of charging
for the use of microfiim material more widespread; in fact, only Cam-
bridgeshire admitted to the habit which was a pleasant surprise and there
must be some comfort from the news that in Kent charges for access were
contemplated and rejected. Perhaps we should conclude with a dis-
claimer. Every effort has been made to compute record office hours and
other details accurately but no doubt some offices will point out mis-
takes and ipconsistencies in our survey. In some cases we have had to
make arbitrary decisions, for example about how to regard an office
claiming to be open over lunch but which offers no service during the
lunch hour. The greatest difficulty arose with photocopying charges,
several respondents being apparently uncertain about their prices. and
whether VAT was included. We can claim conly to have done our best and
to have sought and published this information in the hope that it will
stimulate record offices and records users to consider their own practices
and experience against a wider horizon.

Yesterday’s future; a national policy for our achive heritage. An impcirtant
policy statement from the Association of County Archivists.

The Association of County Archivists has conceived a strategy for the
future development of archive policy which deserves the full support of
all records users. Certainly support from this and many other quarters will
be needed if the ambitious proposals outlined in Yesterday’s Future are
not to be stillborn. The document was introduced to the public last month
at a one-day conference with the theme ‘Access to records’ organised by
the Records Users’ Group and held at the Victoria and Albert Museum.

It was generally well-received both by archivists and records users though
some were reluctant to commit themselves wholeheartedly to it.

As with all radical proposals the criticism that too much is being at-
tempted all at once is easily made but the Association would have been
less than honest if it had not spelt out the full implications of its thinking
and would have risked being seriously misunderstood. The policy state-
ment begins with a review of the present condition making comparison
with the other aspects of ‘Heritage’ which, unlike the archival heritage,
have all received greater public and governmental support and interest
in recent years. In this area the risks grow stronger year by year as
documents and entire collections are sold and dispersed. Record offices
are powerless to prevent these sales and too poor to compete in the
market. Unlike the built environment where buildings can be listed and
monuments scheduled documentary collections are largely unprotected.
The Association of County Archivists recoagnises that any programme for
action must be widely discussed and so will be subject to amendment but
in broad outline advocates a number of fundamental measures.

The essential requirement it argues is a fully co-ordinated public archives
system. This would co-ordinate archive services at national and local
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levels and establish consistent and obligatory standards for buildings,
equipment, staffing and custodial practice. Training would be standard-
ised and an effective careers structure created. An important element In
such a system would be an official inspectorate and the overall super-
vision of a ‘minister of archives’ who would be advised by an archives
council. In referring to a national system the Association of County
Archivists means nothing less and includes in its plans the non local
authority record offices such as the manuscript collections of the uni-
versities, the Department of Manuscripts of the British Library and at a
local level the collections held by the learned societies and local libraries.
It even ingludes private collections. It believes all archives reposijtories
should be licensed or registered and that applications should be con-
sidered in the light of other existing provision and the suitability of the
facilities offered so that duplication and unnecessary expenditure can be
reduced. This would be undertaken by an authority associated with the
proposed inspectorate.

The Association of County Archivists recognises the difficulty of extend-
ing this system beyond bodies which receive public funding and for
the private sector proposes a somewhat different regime though cne
which would still be part of the same structure. It is in the private sector
that some of the richest material is to be found; the letters, diaries, maps,
estate papers, minute books and ledgers which comprise the private
collections make a unique contribution to an understanding of the past.
Yet no control exists over the custody and dispersal of such material. In
8 countries over the last 10 years legislation has been introduced which
provides a measure of control of private archives of historical interest
over and above the prohibition of, or limitation on, their export and in 5
countries financial assistence and/or tax relief is available to encourage
owners to keep records in good order or to deposit them. In France and
Italy private archives of particular historic interest can be designated and
in both countries a centralised inspectorate is employed to enforce
regulations. In recent years the dismemberment of collections has pro-
ceeded at an accelerating pace and material which once would have
found its way to the local record office is now likely to be sold to the
highest bidder. There is no way at present in which owners can be pre-
vented from selling collections even when they relate to major historical
personalities or events and if an owner prefers to burn them or let them
rot that too is his prerogative. The Association of County Archivists
identifies a way in which such records could be protected and the
responsibilities of ownership shared by the owner and the nation but
without questioning the right of ownership itself. The parallel here is the
historic buildings legislation whereby buildings can be listed and local
planning authorities given responsibility for approving or refusing in-
tended alterations and, with central government, for making financial
grants. Such a system applied to archives collections would be entirely
feasible. Registration would impose upon an owner obligations of care
and retention and in return he would receive financial incentives, con-
servation facilities and professional advice. The Association of County
Archivists also draws attention to the rules restricting the export of
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manorial documents and advocates their extension across the broad
range of archives.

The document concludes with this paragraph.

‘The Association of County Archivists affirms its view that the care
of our national archival heritage suffers both from inadequate fund-
ing and from the absence of a systematic and comprehensive view of
the objectives to be pursued in this field and the best means of
achieving them. We urge all individuals, institutions and organisations
to join fmmediately in a wide discussion of these issues and to press
for early consideration by Government of the problems raised in this
paper and the suggestions put forward by the Association for their
resolution.’

Plans as bold as these will not be implemented without a struggle. There
are financial implications not to mention the problem of persuading
Government of the importance and relevance of this Cinderella service
so that time is created for official debate and ultimately for legislation.
There were some at the Records Users’ Group Conference who said now
is not the time. Wait until the economic situation is less black and the
political mood less hostile to the creation of a new service. But this is the
policy of despair. A start has to be made and aiready too much time has
been lost. The Conference also heard that the Society of Archivists was
nqQt entirely in agreement with the Association of County Archivists’ docu-
ment and would be issuing its own policy statement in due course. It
was not possible to gauge the depth of disagreement between the two
bodies. Perhaps no more than odd points of emphasis divide them and
from discussion the Association of County Archivists proposals will
emerge enhanced; anything approaching a major division of opinion
within the profession must eliminate any prospects of turning the As-
sociation’s vision into reality.

We have no hesitation in urging records users and archivists to combine
in pressing the claims of this imaginative scheme. It has been suggested
that the British Association for Local History and local societies could
help by organising regional meetings at which these proposals could be
discussed. Anyone wishing to organise such a meeting should contact
the BALH Secretary, Miss Bettie Miller, 43 Bedford Square, London WC1B
3DP. Copies of ‘Yesterday’s future; a national policy for our archive
heritage’ may be obtained from the Honorary Secretary. The Association
of County Archivists, Dr. W. A. L. Seaman, Tyne and Wear Archives
Department, Blandford House, West Blandford Street, Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, NE1 4JA.

Christopher Charlton

Michael Drake

Terence Gwynne

May Pickles

Roger Schofield

July 1983 Richard Wall



A New LPS Supplement

POPULATION STUDIES
FROM PARISH REGISTERS

A Selection of Readings from Local Population Studies
with an introduction by Michael Drake

A selection of contributions from LPS compiled around a series of
important topics: Marriage, Baptism, Burial, Migration and Area Studies.
It brings together some of the most valuable items to have appeared in
LPS during the last sixteen years.

Michael Drake's introduction outlines some of the basic procedures of
parish register analysis and identifies the pitfalls and difficulties which
can so easily trap the unwary.

252 pages including an index. Soft cover. ISBN 0 9503951 7X.
Population Studies from Parish Registers can be obtained from book-
sellers or direct from Mrs. M. Ballington, Tawney House, Matlock, Derby-
shire DE4 3BT. Price £4.95 (plus 70p postage and packing).

Paid-up members of the Local Population Studies Society can purchase
Population Studies from Parish Registers at the special price of £3.95
(plus 70p postage and packing).

Why not join

THE LPS SOCIETY

Membership includes the opportunity to buy bocks by post, including
the demographic book of the decade, The Population History of England
1541-1871 by E A Wrigley and R S Schofield, on terms which make the
subscriptions of £6.00 (student members £5.50) an investment.

For further details contact the Honorary Secretary Edward Higgs, 17
Rosebery Square, Rosebery Avenue, London EC1.

Existing members please note the change of Honorary Secretary which
took effect from 1 December 1982.

Correspondence addressed to the Treasurer should be sent to:

Brian Benson,

88 St Asaph Road.
Brockley,

London SEA4.
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NEWS FROM THE SSRC CAMBRIDGE GROUP FOR THE HISTORY OF
POPULATION AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE

Readers of Local Population Studies will be familiar with the main
elements of the Group’s research programme, represented by a long line
of publications beginning with An introduction to English historical dem-
ography (ed. E. A. Wrigley, 1966), Household and family in past time (eds
P. Laslett and R. Wall, 1972), Nineteenth century society (ed. E. A. Wrig-
ley, 1972, and Family life and illicit love in earlier generations (P. Laslett,
1977). More recently has come the publication of Bastardy and its com-
parative history (edited by P. Laslett, K. Oosterveen and R. M. Smith) in
1980, The population history of England, 1541-1871: a reconstruction (E.
A. Wrigley and R. S. Schofield) in 1981 and Family forms in historic
Europe (edited by R. Wall in collaboration with J. Robin and P. Laslett)
in 1983.

In addition, however, the Group has had, over the years, about 25 re-
search students associated with it, who have worked on a wide variety of
topics. While some of this research will already be known to LPS readers
from books and articles, other projects are still in progress and have not
yet been published. We, therefore, thought it might be of general interest
if we used this space to give a brief summary of the work of former, and
current graduate associates of the Group. What follows is a first instal-
ment.

J. P. Bouiton

Jeremy Boulton completed a Cambridge Phd thesis in 1983 on ‘The social
and economic structure of Southwark in the early seventeenth century,
with special reference to the Boroughside district of the Parish of St
Saviour, Southwark’. An interesting finding to emerge was that population
stability in the area was relatively high. Together with evidence drawn
from the origins of marriage partners, wills and recognisances this sug-
gested that the majority of the inhabitants functioned within a geographic-
ally restricted urban social system. Of particular interest was the finding
that the ritual of the Anglican Church was almost universally accepted
before 1640. To follow up this latter theme he is currently undertaking
further research on the nature and pattern of popular religious behaviour
in other parts of late sixteenth and early seventeenth-century London.

P. J. P. Goldberg

P. Goldberg’'s research work is concerned with the position of women
within the English urban economy in the period after the Black Death. It
is intended to establish how mean age at first marriage and the pro-
portions marrying responded to economic and demographic change. The
focus is on the degree to which women were actively involved in and sup-
ported themselves by craft or trade activity and how this changed over
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time. The purpose is to test the thesis that in a period of economic de-
cline women were increasingly excluded from the labour market and so
more dependent on marriage. Poll tax, testamentary and a variety of urban
administrative and judicial records will be drawn upon for evidence.

Rab Houston

Rab Houston was awarded his PhD by Cambridge University in 1981:
‘Aspects of society in Scotland and north-east England, circa 1550-1750:
social structure, literacy, and geographical mobility’. He is currently a
research fellow at Clare College, Cambridge, and has published on British
literacy, the development of social class, social structure and proto-
industrialization. He has just completed the manuscript of a book on
literacy and society in Scotland and England, 1600-1850. He is spending
the academic year 1983-4 lecturing at the University of St Andrews.

Graham Kerby

The theme of Graham Kerby’s Cambridge PhD thesis, completed in 1983,
is ‘Inequality in a preindustrial society’. The quantitative analysis of wealth,
office-holding, taxation and titles in Cheshire, 1530-1645 revealed that in-
equality in pre-industrial England ought not to be studied in terms of social
groups such as ‘gentry’ or ‘yeomanry’. Such terms were simply concepts
‘contemporaries used to understand their social structure. Kerby is now
broadening the research to include an analysis of how law titles were
used in documents between 1275 and 1700 and the problems historians
face in trying to use them to analyse inequality.

David Levine

David Levine’s Cambridge PhD ‘The demographic implications of rural
industrialization, a family reconstitution study of two Leicestershire vil-
lages, 1600-1851' was completed in 1974. In conjunction with Keith Wright-
son, Levine is studying Whickham, a Tyneside mining community before
the industrial revolution, using family reconstitution, wills, inventories, ec-
clesiastical and civil court records and poor law records. Particular at-
tention will be devoted to the impact of crisis mortality on the social fabric
and attitudes in three contrasting communities, Bottesford, Terling and
Whickham.

Fiona Newall

Fiona Newall is reanalysing Newman Brown’s reconstitution of Aldenham
Parish, Hertfordshire, ¢ 1560-1812, with additional data from Poor Law ac-
counts and various taxation records. The aim is to assess the influence,
if any, of social and economic status on demographic variables, such as
infant mortality and age at marriage.

12



Stuart Riddle

The thesis on which Stuart Riddle is working is entitled: ‘Age and obsol-
escence in the British industrial system, 1890-1940'. Much of the research
is concerned with the relationship of age to unemployment, and refers
especially to older workers.

Older persons have been encouraged to move out of paid employment in
the economy for some time. The beginning of this movement dates from
1900-1920 and coincides with an increase in the number of older persons
in the population. A responsibility for employing older persons was main-
tained by many employers before the First World War. As the state as-
sumed a more direct responsibility for welfare matters, and the control of
the labour force (1908-24), then high unempioyment amongst the old be-
comes evident, a phenomenon not observed immediately prlor to 1914. A
study of this effect is the central theme of his thesis. :

K. D. M. Snell

Keith Snell is researching into aspects of the standard of living in England
and Wales, with particular attention to changes in agrarian real wages
and unemployment, the sexual division of labour in agriculture and the
trades, the social consequences of enclosure, the institutions of ap-
prenticeship and farm service, and the history of the family. Other re-
search interests include the relation of literature to social structure,
vagrancy, and the poor law. His Cambridge PhD was completed in 1979
under the title ‘The standard of living, social relations, the family, and
labour mobility in south-eastern and western counties, ¢. 1700-1860'.

Simon Szreter

Simon Szreter’'s thesis, provisionally entitled: ‘A critique of the ‘“social
classes” model of fertility decline in Britain c. 1870-1914 and an analysis
of data for male occupations’, deals with how and why the emergence of
the “modern”, planned, small family occurred in this country. Ever since
the famous, nationwide fertility census was taken in 1911 and the con-
sequent report published in 1923, there has been a continuing debate over
the mechanisms by which the adoption of birth controiling practices be-
came a normal activity amongst the population. Unfortunately much of this
work by demographers and economists has tended to focus exclusively
on massive structural changes, assuming that any important factors can
be taken into account by conceiving of society as a neatly graded hier-
archy of five layers: the “social classes’”. However, if these five categories
are splintered into the component occupations from which they are each
constituted, then a variety of fertility behaviour is found, which contradicts
the notion of a neatly graded national pattern. This suggests the signific-
ance of more local, small scale matters connected with occupational, in-
dustrial community affiliation, as contributing at least an equal amount to
the fertility decline as large-scale secular trends and forces.
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John P. D. Whlilams

John Williams’ thesis is entitled provisionally: ‘Marriage and illegitimacy
among English fourteenth-century customary tenants’. The major sources
are the marriage (or merchet), leyrwhite and childwhite fines in manorial
court records, including Oakington, Dry Drayton and Cottenham (Cambs)
and several manors belonging to Winchester in the South-West. From
these records of fines can be constructed marriage, re-marriage, fornic-
ation, and illegitimate birth series over time, place and °‘social class’.
Among other things the intention is to answer the question of the origin
of the Eurepean marriage pattern in England, although information on age
at marriage remains something of a remote hope.

Keith Wrightson

Keith Wrightson’s Cambridge PhD thesis, completed in 1974, is entitled
‘The Puritan reformation of manners with special reference to the counties
of Lancashire and Essex, 1640-1660’.

Keith Wrightson is currently collaborating with David Levine on the
economic and demographic development of the Tyneside mining com-
munity of Whickham (cf the entry for Levine, above).

Social History

An International Journal
Edited by Janet Blackman and Keith Nield
Department of Economic and Social History, University of Hull

‘Social History has without a doubt immediately established itself as enormously
superior to all English-language journalsin the field, with the possible
exception of Past and Present.’

The Times Educational Supplement
Social History publishes the best work available in social historical writing of a
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AN EARLY VICTORIAN SUBURBAN ELITE: HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS
AT HOME :

John B. Redfern

Since obtaining an Honours Degree through the Open University. John Redfern ’
has been doing part-time postgraduate research into the nineteenth century elite
suburb of Edgbaston.

The locale of this study is mid-nineteenth century Edgbaston where the
then Lord Calthorpe had developed on his large estate a planned resi-
dential suburb. Begun by him before the end of the Napoleonic War this
development was to be slowly but consistently extended by the family
throughout the century.! By 1851, select suburban streets were wholly
or partly lined with smart villas, all built on the basis of the building lease,
and the image of a superior suburb was well established.

The once truly rural parish of Edgbaston lay close by and to the south-
west of Birmingham, of which since 1838 it had been a ward. It was in-
tersected by two main highways, the Bristol road and that to Hagley going
due west. For centuries a rural backwater, suspected by the town for old
Catholic sympathies, its natural topography had two features vital for an
elite suburb. It lay on picturesque uplands, providing drainage and sup-
plies of clean water, and the prevailing wind blew away the smog of in-
dustrial Birmingham on whose prosperity its development was going to
depend. The town of a thousand trades and of the small master would
always have some currently successful whose rising expectations could
fix on a modern house in the country — if not too far from Papa’s office.

Edgbaston owed much of its successful development to its elite image
already recorded in 1831 in the first edition of Samuel Lewis's well-known
and reliable Topographical dictionary of England. Interestingly, a few
Edgbastonians were subscribers to the 1848 edition.? A similar picture is
painted in the Edgbaston directory and guide for 1853, illustrated by the
following extracts:

s The chief portion of the Parish is now in the hands of Lord Cal-
thorpe, whose ancestor, Sir Richard Gough, purchased the Lordship
for, it is said, £25,000 [in 1717]. His Lordship has paid much attention
to its improvement as to render it, independent of other advantages,
the most eligible spot for building in the neighbourhood of Birming-
ham ...... [the ground is] intersected by roads laid out with such
skill and ingenuity, as to present the most tempting sites for Villa
residences, and to afford the most delightful promenades. The result
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of such care and arrangement has, no doubt, confirmed his Lord-
ship’s fullest expectations. The roads are excellent, and for the most
part are bordered with trees of luxuriant growth, behind which are
ensconced extremely handsome houses, in every variety of style and
dimension. There are certainly few points in England, which exhibit
such an assemblage of architectural beauty amidst a landscape of so
strictly moral a character ...... '3

Lewis’s 1848 edition mentions in addition the value of the land for building
from its proximity to Birmingham, the handsome houses coated with
Roman cement, the detached mansions occupied by the principal mer-
chants and manufacturers of the town, the small part of the parish lighted
by gas and the ample supplies of water.

The estate had been deliberately developed slowly in marked contrast to
mushroom suburbs built by speculators. This was the policy decided in-
itially and consistently carried out by George, 3rd Baron Calthorpe (1787-
1851) and his first full-time agent, John Harris, formerly a local business-
man. In 1811, there had been nearly two hundred mainly rural dwellings
and in the 1851 Census there were 1,665, many of them the homes of the
new suburbians.’ However, the character of the change is even better il-
lustrated by the changing sex-ratio for the whole parish. In 1811, there
had been 537 males to 643 females, giving a sex ratio of 83.5 (males to
100 females): in 1851, the 3,676 males to 5,593 females gave a sex ratio
of 65.7. This was due generally to the greater longevity of women and
* particularly to the influx of female domestic servants, most of them in the
surburban households here under consideration.

The Calthorpe Estate covered about four-fifths of this 2,545 acre parish.
With careful consideration for its long-term interests, the slow change of
land use from agriculture to superior housing was planned, building plots
being leased generally for 99 years in the new streets the estate cut,
gravelled and drained as well as on older roads. The building lease
method was vital for a settled estate which could not normaily sell land
to raise capital and helpful to tenants who were thus saved the expense of
buying it; though ‘the houses they built would be a valuable investment in
bricks and mortar. Owing to the steady demand for superior villas from
Birmingham, they were able to select the right type of tenant; to prohibit
industry, trade and other ‘nuisances’; and to control the density and
quality of the houses the tenants erected within suitably sized gardens.
This was accomplished through the clauses of the building lease and by
the firm hand of the Estate office. Eventually, the estate suburb which had
more than fulfilled the expectations of the pioneer suburbians must have
begun to shape their successors in the same mould.

By the mid-century, the parish contained three weil-defined though slowly
changing residential zones. The ‘town fringe' was to the south-east on
non-Calthorpe land, with working-class dwellings, pubs, small food shops
and workshops. The ‘rural remnant’ to south, west and north of the parish
contained farms of the order of 100 acres, small holdings and agricultural
labourers’ cottages. In between had arisen the estate suburb on new
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streets and on old roads radiating from the Five Ways and along the
Bristol and Pershore highways. Overall, the density of the parish was 3.6
persons per acre which contrasts with the 65 of Birmingham parish and
the 0.4 of the neighbouring rural parish of Northfield.®

What kind of people were these new suburbians who had been impelled
to Edgbaston by, | suggest, ‘urban push’ and ‘surburban pull’? Initially, |
am studying 698 heads of household for whom full census enumerators’
details are available.” My chief criterion for selection was a residence
with a rateable value (hereafter RV) of £20 or more, in a street which was
chiefly surburban.! In the event, this mainly fulfilled my second criterion
that there should be at least one house-servant living-in.’ | exclude over
fifty ‘working households’ where work was not separated from home —
apart from professional men. The heads excluded were mainly engaged
in rural trades (farmer, blacksmith), or running inns (such as the ‘Plough
and Harrow’) or private schools. Also excluded are over thirty very
probably surburban hcuseholds where the head of the family was absent
on census night, thus making classification either difficult or not possible
at all.

While | have not yet studied the heads’ (census) occupations systematic-
ally, | have no reason to believe that this will lead to any reclassification.
Neither the wives nor the female heads were given any occupation in the
census, all were mistress of the household. The great majority of the
children under sixteen appear to be ‘scholars,” if not always listed as
such.” There were twenty-six boarders in twenty-two households, usually
young professional men, and | have excluded the thirteen houses which
contained the fourteen lodger households.

The nearly seven hundred elite heads have been sorted into six residential
groups based on RV as | expect that this will prove here a reliable in-
dicator of relative socio-economic status. They range from group | with a
rateable value of at least £80 (the highest is £178.25) to group VI with a
RV of £20-£29 (see table 2, below).

Group | contains the ‘créeme de la créme’'. lts median RV was £95 and
there were no less than twenty-two mansions where RV exceeded £100.
Mean household size (MHS) was 8.3 (see table 3, below), ranging from
three to eighteen persons.™ There was an average of nearly four domestic
servants living in, the range being one (on census night) to eight. Nearly
all the fifty-one heads here had grounds of at least one acre, even the
three exceptions averaging half an acre. The median age was fifty-four
years; that of the male heads being fifty-two and the four female heads
sixty-six. To illustrate the cream of the Edgbaston elite, 1 give five
examples, in descending order of RV (from £145 to £115), selected be-
cause each is the highest rated householder in his particular subunban
street.

Charles Geach, Esq., J.P., was a banker and ironmaster born in Cornwall,
with a bank and house also in Union Street, Birmingham.? Aged
forty-two in 1851, he had one of the first mansions in what was to be
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the exclusive Frances (now Augustus) road. His two lodges each
contained a servant married couple with their children; and five ser-
vants, including a housekeeper, lived in. He had a wife, Eliza, and
three sons and a daughter, aged from eleven to seventeen.

o

Charles Shaw,-E%8q., of ‘Greenfields’ with its 9 acres (to give its name
to the Crescent later erected there) was a fifty-eight year old nail-
maker and merchant. Born in Birmingham, he had married Phoebe, a
Londoner, and they lived with a spinster daughter and a married
‘daughter and her army officer husband. The five servants included a
footm&in, and a gardener and his wife who had three small boys. He
had a warehouse and [work] shops in Great Charles Street, Birm-
ingham.

Thomas Welchman Whateley was a fifty-seven year old Birmingham-born
solicitor who lived at ‘The Laurels’ in 3 acres of ground in the
Hagley road. He had a sixty-two year old (presumably second) wife
Lucy and seven children aged from five to fifteen.®® The six servants
living in included a lady’s maid and a groom. He occupied a house
and offices also at 41 Waterloo Street, Birmingham, and he and his
brother acted for the Calthorpe Estate locally.

William Wills, Esq., J.P., of ‘Park Mount’, Bristol road, was described in
the census as a proprietor of land, presumably the 14.5 acres here.
Birmingham-born, and fifty-nine, he lived with his wife Sarah and a
younger unmarried sister, employing one man and two women house-
servants. He also had Waterloo Street premises, a house and offices
at number eleven where he may have lived before moving to Edgbas-
ton, as Charles Geach and the Whateley brothers may also have
done in their town premises.

George Attwood was the elder brother of Thomas Attwood, the Warwick-
shire-born banker, former leader of the political reformers, and Birm-
ingham’s first M.P. in 1832. By 1851 a widower of seventy-three, he
lived with his twenty-nine year old spinster daughter in a Priory Road
mansion with grounds of 9.5 acres. He had three men and three
women servants living in, and two warehouses etc. in Birmingham,
one at Attwood’s Passage.

In spite of his relatively modest residence valued for rating at slightly less
than the median RV for all these elite heads, one householder must have
been as influential as any in the parish. He was George Smart, Birm-
ingham born merchant with a Great Charles street warehouse. Aged fifty-
nine in 1851, he was churchwarden for Edgbaston at least from 1845-53,
‘people’s’ and ‘vicar’'s’ in turn. He lived with his Sunderland-born wife,
Anne, and two house servants at 15 Calthorpe street; though later he was
to move to Church road nearer to the ‘Old Church’ for which he was
responsible. The (‘select’) vestry minutes 1844-53 which record his terms
of office also give glimpses of how traditional farmers and new suburbians
combined to run the parish — until the 1851 takeover by the town.

While the bottom group VI (RV £20-£29) has considerably more modest
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Figure 1. Elite heads by sex, marital status and age.

residences and domestic staffs, they appear to be the same kind of people
socially as the top group, apparently sharing the same values and with
quantitative rather than qualitative differences in households. This nearly
five times larger group of 248 heads, just over 20 per cent of them women
had a median RV of £24, about a quarter that of group | (table 2, below).
The MHS of group VI was 5.4 persons, with a range from one (a servant
possibly absent) to eleven (table 3, below). The mean number of dom-
estic servants living in was 1.2, about two-thirds having one only. The
smallest houses would be semi-detached villas and most of the group had
gardens from one tenth to a half acre in extent. The median age of this
group was fifty-seven, the male heads slightly younger and the female
heads much older with a median age of sixty-one years.

Table 1. Elite heads by sex, marital status and age group.

Age Group
young mature
Sex marital status adults adults elderly all ages
(20-9) (30-59) (60+) (20+)
% % % %
Male unmarried 25.9 5.3 56 6.2
married 66.7 78.5 38.4 67.9
widowed 3.7 55 15.3 7.9
all 96.3 89.3 59.3 82.0
Female unmarried —_— 3.8 9.0 50
married — 0.2 0.6 0.3
widowed 3.7 6.7 31.1 12.8
afl 3.7 10.7 40.7 18.0
All unmarried 259 91 14.7 11.2
married 66.7 78.7 39.0 68.2
widowed 7.4 122 46.3 20.6
alt 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
% of all ages 3.9 70.7 25.4 100.0
N 27 494 177 698
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Figure 1, a population pyramid of the 698 surburban heads, shows their
distinction by sex and marital condition in seven age-groups, from twenty
to eighty and over, and gives an overall picture. Table 1 supplements this
by supplying the percentages for single, married and widowed men and
women heads; Qutathis time in more meaningful age-groups; young adults
in their twenti¢ giure or middle aged adults from thirty to fifty-nine;
+0% more years of age.*

Five hundred a-nd’seven.ty two (82 per cent of the heads are male and
126 (18 per cent) female giving a sex ratio of 454 for the suburban heads
though that of the whole parish population was 66. Aduit males were
dominant in the households although the proportion of 'women heads in-
creased markedly with age: 3.7 per cent under thirty, 10.7 per cent
amongst the middle-aged, and 40.7 per cent of old heads of household.

The median age of all heads is forty-nine, that of women heads at sixty-
two being fifteen years greater than that of the men heads alone. This
suggests that the majority of local people established themselves as sub-
urbians comparatively late in life; that recruits from outside to the sur-
burban population were mainly heads with families already formed; and
that male heads probably had a considerably higher death rate than
female ones. Out of every hundred heads, four were in their twenties (less
than 4 men and a fraction of women); nearly seventy-one were middle
aged (63 men and 8 women); and no less than twenty-five were sixty or
over (15 men and 10 women). The actual range is from a young man of
twenty-one to an old woman of eighty-nine. If wives were on average
about the same age as their husbands, the majority of not only female
heads but also of spouses would be well past child-bearing age.

Nuptiality appears to have followed the ‘Western’ marriage pattern, late
marriage and many unmarried adults. Out of every hundred heads, eleven
were single (6 bachelors and 5 spinsters); sixty-eight were married
(nearly 68 men and less than one woman); twenty-one were widowed (8
widowers and 13 widows). However, of the 11 per cent single, only one-
eleventh were under fifty, leading to the inference that most bachelors re-
mained single by choice. Certainly, the age at which these early Victorian
middle classes married appears late by today’s standards, as only twenty
heads under thirty (less than 3 per cent of all heads) were, or had been,
married. No doubt the proportion would be still lower amongst those of
their siblings who were not yet householders. Seiting up one’s own home
was almost certainly a normal adjunct to getting married amongst this
social group and there were only thirteen households (under 2 per cent)
with fourteen sets of ever-married offspring at home — in most cases
probably tem'poraai

To round off thls aﬁalysns by sex, age-group and marital condition, the
principal proportions” follow for each major age-group. Of young adults
over a quarter of the male heads were bachelors and two-thirds married,
while there was only one female, a widow. Of mature adults, over three-
quarters were married men and there was only one middle aged married
woman head. Of old persons, less than two-fifths were married and not
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far off a half, widowed, the proportion of widows among female heads
being twice as high as that of widowers among male ones. The mode for
male heads (388 cases) is middle aged and married; for female heads (55
cases) old and widowed.

Figure 2 and the related table 2 show the distribution of household heads
by personal attributes in the six rateable value of reSidence (RV) groups.
Rateable value is, | consider in most cases, a reliabte indicator of socio-
economic ranking especially as it seems by inspection to correlate with
the mean size of domestic staff (table 3, below). However, it is a major
hypothesis #of this part of the study that the 698 heads form a homo-

MALE FEMALE Rateable

Age groups Value

=
K53 Elderly (60+) £80+

Mature aduits (30-59) £60-79
] £50-59
d Young aduits {20-29)

£40-49
£30-39
i : i S .  ESESEY £20-29

160 120 80 40 (o] 40

n=572 Persons n=126

., Figure 2. Elite heads by sex, age and rateable value of residence.

geneous social group, at least as far as their distribution by personal at-
tributes and kind of household is concerned. This latter implies that the
differences between the imposing households of group | and the much
more modest ones which become more common as RV decreases will be
explained not only by socially conspicuous consumption on residence and
on specialized domestic staff, but also by the size, stage and needs of the
nuclear family (if any) and to a lesser extent by the presence or not of
co-resident kin.

Figure 2 gives a graphic picture of the distribution cof elite heads by sex
and age-group in the six RV groups, and table 2 the percentage dist-
ribution by sex and marital condition.

Over a third of all households are in the lowest category (RV £20-£29)
and only 7.3 per cent fall in the highest category (RV £80 and above).
The median RV is £35, with an upper quartile of £50 and a lower one of
£25. The median RV of households headed by females is lower at £32.
They were therefore only slightly less well housed than men, although
much older and more likely to be widowed.

How far the nearly seven hundred heads do form a homogeneous social
group can be further examined by dividing them into an upper composite
‘group A’ of 190 heads rated at £50 and above (RV groups | to lll) and a
lower ‘group B’, of 508 heads with RVs between £20 and £49 (RV group IV

21



869 8ve 991 ¥6 69 0L LS N
000t G'GeE 8'€c g'tl 66 001 €L sénjea e|qeejel jje jJo %%
0001 0001 0001 000! 000t 000t 0°00I e
9'0¢ ¢ g£cc 9'6¢ AN 9’8 8L PaMopIm
c'89 L'19 6't9 0.9 9'69 L'S. Sv. palirew
Al 001 6¢l V. A LGt L'El paurewun v
08t 9'0¢ L'ie L8t 88l L 8L 000t e
8¢l LrL L'GL 6'GlL oel 6¢ 6G 90, pamopim
€0 80 — — — — — 91 psLIew
06 9'¢G 99 L'e 8'G 1984 0Oc 8'.¢ paiewun
ozce V6. £8. 618 c'i8 6¢6 ¢'cb 0001 e sjeway
6. '8 rAVA 96 Lot L'S 6'G 9'6 pamopim
6.9 699 6'€9 0.9 969 L'SL Sv. 6'¢c8 paliiew
9 vy VA £'S vl vl 8Ll SL peilrewun sley
%o % %. % % % %o %

He 6-023 6-0¢ 6-0v3 6-0G3 6.-093 +083 X8S§ UMO jo smels X8g
aouapisal jo enjea oj|qesiey spesy }o |ejlew
‘anjeA sjqesjes pue snjeis |ejew ‘xas AQ speay a3 -z alqey

22



to VI). That is, over 27 per cent of household heads lived in a mansion or
large villa with a gross estimated rental of more than £60 per annum, at a
time when one gold sovereign would have been a satisfactory week’s pay
for many artisans.®

The sex ratio of heads in group A is 764 (168 males to 22 females), while
that of group B is just over half at 388 (404 males to 104 females). House-
holds which had lost a father, husband or brother were more likely to be
in the lower group. As it does not seem likely that the male death rate in
the lower group was so much higher, bereavement may have forced many
families to Jess expensive homes.

In group A, there are 129 middle aged male heads and 312 in group B, a
proportion of 77 per cent in both cases (to the nearest whole number).
While the proportions of old and young male heads are not so close, they
are near to 18 and 4 per cent respectively for both composite groups. The
proportions of the different age groups in A and B do vary more for female
heads, partly due to the smalier sub-group; but there are significantly more
old women than middle-aged ones in both. Thus, especially for the men,
there is no indication that increasing age on average might have brought
a shift to a higher rating bracket.

Eighty-three per cent of the male heads (table 2) are married, 10 per
cent widowed and 8 per cent bachelors. The corresponding proportions
for female heads are 2 per cent married, 71 per cent widowed and 28 per
gent spinsters. The proportion of male heads married is almost exactly the
same in groups A and B. It seems a reasonable inference that practically
all the male householders could have afforded marriage if they had
wished it. Of all heads, there is a higher proportion widowed in group B
than in group A (23 and 15 per cent), suggesting that the loss of either
partner may have led to retrenchment. While there is a slightly higher
proportion of bachelors in group B than in group A the proportion is re-
versed for spinsters (26 and 36 per cent). The latter proportions are a
little surprising when one considers how well endowed financially these
maiden ladies must have seemed; but none were under thirty and nearly
half were sixty or more.

Household composition and size is probably a useful test of the social
homogeneity of the 698 heads. Table 3 gives a preliminary analysis by
sex and RV group of mean househcld size (MHS) and the mean number
of domestic servants (MDS). MHS for all these heads is 6.0, ranging from
one (one example) to eighteen persons.® MHS for each RV of residence
group shows a consistent fall from 8.3 (group 1) to 5.4 (group VI). This
falling trend appears in households headed by both men and women;
though MHS for male heads is 6.4 and that of women heads 4.6 and the
households of the latter include only one with more than eight persons in
it.

For all elite households, the mean number of domestic servants (MDS) is
1.9. It varies from 3.9 in group | to 1.2 in group VI, the range being none
(probably because of absence on census night) to eight. Of the 674
households which recorded at least one house-servant on census night,
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Table 3. Househoid size, number of domestic servants by sex of household head and
rateable value.

Rateable value of residence

of head
Sex households £80 + £60-79 £50-9 £40-9 £30-9 £20-9 ail
Male number 47 65 56 77 130 197 572
MHS 8.5 7.5 7.2 6.2 5.9 56 6.4
MDS 39 2.9 25 2.1 1.6 13 2.0
net size 46 4.6 47 4.1 4.3 4.3 4.4
Female number 4 5 13 17 36 51 126
MH$ 6.3 6.0 52 46 4.4 43 46
MDS 3.8 2.4 2.3 1.7 14 1.1 1.6
net size 25 3.6 29 2.9 3.0 3.2 3.0
All number 51 70 69 94 166 248 698
MHS 8.3 7.4 6.8 5.9 5.5 54 6.0
MDS 3.9 28 2.4 2.0 1.6 1.2 1.9
net size 4.4 4.6 4.4 3.9 3.9 4.2 4.1
£50 + £20-49
net size 4.5 4.0

over three-quarters have one or two and less than one quarter three or
more; but the latter comprise 27 per cent of the households headed by
men compared to 10 per cent of those with women heads.

However, if mean household size ‘net’ of domestic servants is calculated
from MHS-MDS, it is 4.1. for all heads, but with a much narrower range
across RV groups than was the case with the gross MHS figures. Com-
posite group A has a ‘net’ mean of 4.5 compared to 4.0 for group B, and
the figures for the 3 RV groups comprising each composite group are very
similar. This stability is mainly due to the fairly similar distribution of male-
headed households (overall ‘net’ mean 4.4) as the figures for households
headed by females tend to fluctuate more widely round the mean ‘net’
value of 3.0 for all RV groups. Moreover the difference in gross MHS bet-
ween male and female heads (6.4 and 4.6) is greater than that between
the bottom RV groups in A and B (!l and VI) for heads of both or either
sex.

In summarising this preliminary account of a mid-nineteenth century Mid-
land surburban elite in their domestic environment it must be mentioned
that the factors which shaped this particular suburb seem to be the
economic structure of the town, the policy of the main ground landlord.
the aspirations of the tenants for a fuller life, the local topography and
the extent to which the suburban part of Edgbaston became a closely-knit
community. Also, as | hope to show later, these factors probably shaped
the suburbians too. Just as man made the suburb, so the suburb made the
man.

The distribution of heads by RV of residence groups seemingly reflects
relative socio-economic circumstances and displays a population of nearly
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seven hundred households in very easy circumstances for the time. The
upper quartile was valued for rating at £50 and more and included twenty-
two mansions with RV £100 to £174.25; the lower one with RV between £20
and £25 and the rest grouped round the median of £35. This was at a
time when the ‘€10 householder’ could be estimated with the vote as a
small ‘man of property’.

There are obvious economic differences between a middle-aged man with
a thriving business, a ‘quiverfull’ of children, an imposing mansion, and
an old widow in a small semi-detached villa. The domestic staff of one
could include a housekeeper, a governess, a footman, or a coachman:
the other might consist of a cook and housemaid or, more likely, one
maid of all work. However, when household composition and size is con-
sidered later in more detail, | expect it will appear that they vary not only
between RV groups, but within them. The apparent economic differences
are partly due to heads being of different sexes, of different material
status and at different stages in the life-<cycle of the family, with con-
sequently different housing and staffing needs. They are also at different
phases of fortune, though this appears to be much more due to bereave-
ment than to variations in the age of the head. To a lesser extent, the
presence or not of co-resident kin and whether or not, if present, they
are age-dependent (young or old) or mature siblings etc., is expected to
have some influence on household structure and size.

From the point of view of social status, all the elite households seem to
have much in common. If a male, the head's occupation was usually that
of merchant, manufacturer, provider of services or rentier. The woman of
the house, whether head or wife, was occupied solely as mistress of the
household. Most of the children were probably being educated to about
fifteen only. Afterwards, the boys would be started — at the bottom, of
course — on a job with prospects while the girls made themselves useful
at home and waited for a suitable marriage. The house was devoted
solely to residential purposes and situated in its own garden on a wide,
well-kept and tree-lined street. Normally, there would be one or two ser-
vant girls at least living in, and three or more in nearly a quarter of the
households. If necessary, the heads seem to have been able to offer
shelter to orphaned kin and spinster sisters.

None appeared to need to take in boarders for financial reasons, the few
doing so probably obliging a friend or business acquaintance. Most had
probably made money in an industrial town and all appear to be getting
as far away from it as they could conveniently do.

At this stage of the study. it is not possible to say if there were other
heads with houses valued for rating at less than £20 who might also
qualify as ‘surburban’. Certainly there were in Edgbaston ‘working house-
holds’ rated at a much higher sum such as those of the farmers. Below
the £20 mark there were also working-class dwellings both in the ‘urban
fringe’ and in the ‘rural remnant’, some with RVs of less than £5 and in-
cluding the four hundred households poor enough to accept vestry-
organised charity each Christmas.
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The distribution of the heads in the six RV groups by sex, age and
marital category does nothing to negate the hypothesis that this is socially
a homogeneous group. They seem to be only marginally influenced by
economic circumstances, at least the male householders. Certainly, taking
all households, there is a marked difference between top and bottom RV
groups in MHS (2.9) and MDS (2.7); but the latter practically accounts
for the former. Consequentiy, the figures for mean household size ‘net’ of
domestic staff reveal much less disparity between the RV groups. Indeed,
the difference in mean ‘net’ househcld size between male and female
heads (1.4) is twice that between the most extreme RV groups for heads
of both sexes or for male heads.

The contrasts between male and female householders in personal at-
tributes and in household size seem to me to reinforce the social homo-
geneity hypothesis. A new family life-cycle stage would be expected to
bring change and most female heads will have inherited the household
from a father, husband or brother. The loss of the latter must more often
than not have led to some fall in living standards.

Less than one head in five was a female, a higher proportion in the lower
RV groups and a lower one in the top RV groups. She was on average
fifteen years older than her male peers. Compared to the over four-fifths
of men who were married, she was usually single or, much more often,
widowed. She lived in a lower rated house and mean household size was
. only just over two-thirds that of the men; though there was much less dis-
parity between them in mean size of dcmestic staff. The modes summarise
the differences concisely: over two-thirds of men householders were
middle-aged and married; over two-fifths of female heads old and
widowed.

| believe that ‘improvement’ of the family’s standard of living and future
prospects was this suburban elite’s main motivation and that this had
already raised them to the desirable level of a modern home with a good
Edgbaston address. | expect to find later in this study that ‘urban push’
had propelled many from the noisy, crowded, smokey and unhealthy town
and that ‘suburban pull’ had drawn them to a new villa with modern con-
veniences in an environment ideally between town and country. The bright
new colour-washed residence with its well-kept garden and a young maid
to be seen doing the dirty work in the morning, and answering the bell
trimly dressed after noon, must have been a sure symbol of success in the
West Midlands. To the family inside, and probably to the servant girls also,
once the front gate was closed it surely was a real sanctuary from the
evils and discomforts of mid-nineteenth century town and country life.

For father, work was far enough away to be out of sight sometimes, yet
near enough for a short drive in his own carriage, with other business-
men on the horse-omnibus, or even on foot. Here, in his own walled
garden, he could indulge a romantic love of nature — far from the
realities of rural life. The Victorian wife would surely find fulfilment as
mistress of the household, mother of her children and on a daily social
round. Most of those children cculd be educated within the parish: the
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boys trained for a secure occupation, preferably involving brain-work; the
girls given social graces and domestic accomplishments. Indeed, the ris-
ing generation would start life from an enviable plateau, though young-
sters would be introduced at a relatively early age to the doctrine of hard
work which had raised the family so far. The suburban household also
provided shelter and a niche in life for co-resident kin and to girls in ser-
vice from a raw country home or urban street to a training in household
management which they passed on when they married.

The Edgb'aston home of this suburban elite of nearly seven hundred
households ‘answered the rising expectations of those heads who had in
most cases made their money in an industrial town such as Birmingham.
Then, they reached the stage of wanting something better out of life than
they could obtain by living at the work place any longer. Once in res-
idence on the Calthorpe Estate, they must have found themselves being
moulded in its select image. They in turn would help to make the forty-
year-old suburb what by 1851 it surely had become — a self-perpetuating
institution.

NOTES

Birmingham Reference Library: Edgbaston Estate Office deeds; Calthorpe Estate Of-

fice, Edgbaston: Calthorpe Estate Office papers.

S. Lewis, Topographical dictionary of England, 7th ed., 1848.

Edgbaston Directory and Guide for 1853, Birmingham, 1853. Original punctuation

preserved.

Lewis, Topographical dictionary.

|1€51 Census of England and Wales, Population Tables: Warwickshire, Worcestershire.

id.

1851 Census, enumerators’ schedules for King's Norton: Edgbaston (393:2) in P.R.O.,

H.0.107/2049.

Birmingham Reference Library. Edgbaston poor rate book (28 March 1851).

In the 450 houses valued for rating at £30 or more, there are seven in the 1851

Census with no domestic servant listed; almost certainly one being absent in the

night for various possible domestic or personal reasons. In the other 248 houses

(RV £20-£29), there are seventeen cases. From an inspection of the composition of

these households, it is highly probable that there was usually at least one .co-resident

domestic servant in most and possibly all cases.

10. In accordance with the theory developed later in the study, | call all issue of head
and/or spouse ‘children’ if they are under sixteen years of age, and ‘offspring’ if
sixteen or more.

11. | have not included married servants and their families in the five separate lodges
(ten adults and ten children) in the figures for mean household size (MHS) or
mean number of domestic servants (MDS). Nor does the latter include the children
of servants living in the household (eight children in six households).

12. The Birmingham parliamentary register, 1852, (Blrmmgham Reference Library) gives
not only the suburbians’ residential quahflcatlons in Edgbaston, but also the town
premises occupied by them which entitied them to another parliamentary vote.

13. In suggesting possible temarriage, | am going by the respective census ages of the
(presumed second) wife and of the children of the (presumed first) marriage.

14. In this, and subsequent, tables the sum of the percentages may not total 100 because
of rounding.

15. Gross estimated rental is usually 25 per cent higher than the rateable value used in
this study; Edgbaston poor rate book, March 1851.

16. See note 11, above.
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PATTERNS OF MIGRATION OF TEXTILE WORKERS INTO ACCRINGTON
IN THE EARLY NINETEENTH CENTURY

William Turner

William® Turner is a mature student of the Open University. He is a Principal

Assistant in a Management Services Section within the Electricity Supply

Industry. He has had a long and keen interest in the economic, social and

labour history of east iLancashire. This article is based on a project com-

pleted as part of an Open University course D301, ‘Historical Data and the
Social Sciences'.

The inclusion of detailed information on place of birth in the census
returns of 1851 has enabled many people to study general patterns of
migration towards expanding industrial centres during the first half of the
nineteenth century. However, to date, there have been few attempts to
look at the patterns for specific occupational groups. A study of the cot-
ton manufacturing and calico printing industry in Accrington in 1851 not
only reflects the attractive power of the growing town for unskilled
workers, within a relatively restricted locality, but also the wider catch-
ment area for skilled and professional groups, (particularly within calico
printing) many of whom came from other places associated with the in-
dustry.

Calico printing was established in Accrington before 1807. By 1851 there
were five works in the town employing approximately 1,200 hands. There
were also twelve integrated cotton spinning and weaving mills employing
1,380 hands.! These mills produced the calico cloth which was used in
the calico printing industry. In the early 1850s there began a period of
more rapid expansion in the town’s industry as witnessed by the con-
struction of new cotton mills and engineering works whose employees
later in the decade far exceeded the numbers engaged in calico printing.
Nevertheless in 1851 the industrial structure of Accrington was largely
dominated by calico weaving and printing.

The town is covered by the 1851 census enumerators’ returns for the
townships of Old Accrington and New Accrington.®* The townships were
adjacent, and for most non-local government matters, were considered by
the inhabitants simply as ‘Accrington’. Therefore for the purpose of
analysis the census enumerators’ reports were combined. Information
from this source included:

(a) the place of birth of all members of a household

(b) the age of all household members

(c) the ‘relationship to head of household’ information giving a positive
family structure

(d) a detailed description of occupations.
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This listing is the basis for showing the paiterns of movement of the
heads of household by assuming that birthplace is a surrogate for place
of origin. In scme cases the progress of families towards the town can
be plotted by noting the birthplaces of children. But in no case is it pos-
sible to determine the total number, or duration of, intermediate resid-
ences. Also where heads of household were single men or where there
were no children in a household either because of childless married
couples or because of elderly married couples whose children had left
home, it was not possible to identify any movements between place of
birth and place of 1851 residence.

Information from the census returns on occupalion is very detailed and
indicates the vast range of skills and specialisations that comprised the
cotton industry. A total of 127 different occupational descriptions were
identified. This information also emphasises the diversity of occupational
status within the industry, ranging in this example from unskilled
labourers to large employers.

Because the intention was to ascertain differences, if any, in the migration
patterns of professional, skilled and unskilled workers, the occupations
were arranged into three appropriate socio-economic groups (SEG).
These are a modification of Anderson’s ten SEG definitions.* These mod-
ifications are shown below.

Table 1. Definition of socio-economic groups (SEGs).

Anderson’s definitions Accrington cotton workers

SEG SEG
Professional + managerial ]
Clerical i professional, managerial, supervisory |
Trade ]
Righer factory W skilled I
Lower factory Vi
Labourer Vil unskilled i
Hand-loom weaver AL
Unclassified IX excluded
Not employed X excluded

N.B. On the assumption that wages paid were appropriate to skills, lists of occupations
and wage rates for 1849 and 1852 were used as a guide to place occupation within
socio-economic groups.t

The group which has been designated professional, managerial and
supervisory includes cccupations such as ‘master engraver’, ‘print works
superintendent’ and ‘designer to calico printer’. Manufacturers were in-
cluded also, one of whom described himself as a ‘Turkey red dyer’. Oc-
cupations in the group composed of skilled workers in the industry in-
clude ‘block printers’, ‘block cutters’, ‘mule spinners’ and ‘power loom
overlookers’. Mechanics and millwrights are also included. The unskilled
workers are mostly described as ‘labourer at colour shop’, ‘labourer to
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engraver’, labourer at madder breaking’ (a dye used in calico printing)
or are employed as specialist machinery attendants such as beamers,
rovers or twisters etc.

In 1851 Accrington had a population of 10,376 with 2,057 heads of house-
hold. A total of 823 heads of household (40.00%) were employed in the
cotton industry. Of these 823 heads of household, 44.71% were in calico
printing.

The allocation of the 823 heads of household into socio-economic groups
is shown In Table 2.

Table 2. Héads of household employed In cotton industry by socio-economic groups.

total as % no. of

occupations
Professional etc. 52 6.32 26
Skilled 402 48.84 38
Unskilled 369 44.84 63
Total 823 100.00 127

The specialisation within the industry may be considered an influencing
factor on migration, and particularly on the choice of destination. The
complexity of this specialisation indicates that even unskilled occupations
(albeit lower paid than skilled occupations) were still highly specific and
could influence an individual’s choice of destination.

The birthplaces of the groups are mostly within the region of England
comprising Lancashire south of the river Lune, the West Riding of York-
shire and north east Cheshire. This is shown in Table 3.

Table 3. Birthplaces of heads of household by soclo-economic groups.
Born Lancs., W.R.

& N.E. Cheshire born elsewhere

no. as % no. as % total no. %
Professional etc. 48 92.31 4 7.69 52 100.00
Skilled 380 94.53 22 5.47 402 100.00
Unskilled 355 96.21 14 3.79 369 100.00
Total 783 95.14% 40 4.86% 823 100.00%

Of the forty persons, of all groups, who were born elsewhere, two of the
professional group came from Carlisle and two (a ‘manufacturing chem-
ist' and a ‘Turkey red dyer’) came from France. Sixteen of the skilled
workers came from other parts of England, from places as far apart as
Carlisle and Mitcham, Surrey. (These two places were, incidentally, calico
printing towns). Four came from [reland, one from Scotland and one from
Gibraltar. Nine of the unskilled workers came from towns and villages in
the North and East Ridings of Yorkshire, four came from Ireland and one
was born in Wales.

The distribution of professional and skilled workers are mainly to the
N.E. and S.E. of Accrington (up to fifteen miles) with a less distinct
distribution to the N.W. (up to thirty miles). The distribution pattern for
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unskilled workers is weaker in that birthplaces are clustered within a ten
mile radius with the N.E. and S.E. pattern much less clearly defined. In-
vestigation into the reasons for the N.E. and S.E. distribution indicated
that it followed a pattern similar to the distribution of calico printing and
cotton mill sites throughout Lancashire and N.E. Cheshire (Table 4 and
map).

Table 4. Distribution of heads of household employed In calico printing In Accrington,
born in calico printing towns.

Group ¢ calico printing born in calico (2) as
workers! printing towns % of (1)
(1) (2)
Professional 13 10 76.92
Skilled 191 115 60.21
Unskilled 164 80 48.78

1 Does not include calico printing workers born in Accrington.

Of the eighty unskilled workers in calico printing born in calico printing
towns, fifty-nine (73.75% ) were born within ten miles of Accrington. They
tended to migrate around Accrington in a circulatory manner. For ex-
ample a labourer born in Church had his first child born in Accrington,
then one born in Bradshaw (near Bolton), one in Accrington again, two in
Haslingden, then a sixth and final child in Accrington. The remaining
twenty-one unskilled workers were mostly from calico printing towns
further afield to the South and East. Those calico printing workers born
in non-calico printing towns and villages (eighty-four in total) were, with
few exceptions such as individuals from Dublin, Liverpool and Norfolk
migrants from the rural areas lying to the north and east of Accrington.
Of these most were likely to have been economically distressed former
hand loom weavers becoming absorbed into other mechanised, cotton oc-
cupations. ‘From these districts many weavers went into the calico print
trade as dyers, washers and labourers.”® It is significant that many un-
skilled migrants were from Lancashire and West Riding of Yorkshire rural
villages and were present in Accrington in 1851 as ‘dyers, washers and
labourers’.

For the professional and skilled workers there is a distinctly different
trend. During this pericd the calico printing industry was adjusting itself
to many technological changes. Most important were the changes from
block printing to machine printing and from natural dyes to synthetic
analine dyes. It was also subject to constant changes in fashion for
materials, designs, colours etc. The industry also suffered much from
financial speculators and imprudent investors.®

These adjustments and changes resulted in many financial failures of
firms which by using hand block printing techniques were being rendered
uneconomic and unviable by the competition of modernised firms using
machine printing. These failures often precipitated movement of the work-
force. These, particularly the skilled men, moved from their place to other
similar places of work so that they could continue in their own oc-
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cupations. Examples of this are shown by the movement of a block printer,
born in Salford, with four children born in Tottington, two born in Rams-
bottom and one born in Accrington. The manager of a print works had one
child born in Manchester, two in Stockport and one in Stubbins before
moving to Accrington. All these towns had distinct calico printing in-

32



dustries during that period. Lengths of stay at one place varied, with up
to five children born at one place. There is also documentary evidence
that industrial action by block printers resisting the introduction of new
techniques sometimes ended in wholesale lock-out and the subsequent
movement of groups of workers.’

The picture is one of many skilled workers migrating in an effort to
preserve their old skills in the face of competition from mechanised in-
dustry. The migration to Accrington could not always have been for
higher wages. Accrington at that time was virtually ruled by the Har-
greaves family of Broad Oak print werks. ‘The Master is owner of all the
property and reigns like a king — gives very low wages’, was one con-
temporary opinion.®

The association between closures and subsequent moves to Accrington
is illustrated by two examples, firstly at Catterall, in the Fylde. A small
calico printing works ‘failed’ in 1830. In 1851 there were eleven heads of
household from Catterall living in Accrington and still employed in calico
printing. The eleven were scattered throughout the town indicating an
eventual dispersion over time. Secondly, at Ramsbottom, a calico printing
works employing forty-nine hands ‘failed’ in 1850. In 1851 six heads of
household from Ramsbottom were employed in calico printing in Accring-
ton. With them were a further eight heads of household, born in Carlisle,
but with children born in Ramsbottom. (It was from Carlisle a calico
printing town, that the previous owner of the Ramsbottom works had
originally migrated in 1846 accompanied by a group of skilled calico print-
ing workers.)® This group of fourteen families were housed relatively close
together and were mainly skilled workers.

Long distance migration to Accrington only amounted to a small pro-
portion of total moves (7.69% or four persons in the professional group).
However, those professional workers who moved to Accrington had a
strong influence on the industry. Of the four persons, two were in the
Carlisle/Ramsbottom group, the remaining two came from France. These
highly skilled migrants were responsible for introducing innovations into
the calico printing industry and much of the development of the modern
industry in Acgcrington may be linked to their influence. This suggests
that developments in an industry were not always spread by the diffusion
of ideas in a contagious fashion, but that innovations could be transmit-
ted over considerable distances by a single migratory move.

If one equates calico 'printing towns and villages with ‘more advanced’
communities the results of the study indicate some confirmation of the
view Michael Anderson put forward that migrants born in more advanced
communities were more likely to enter into the more secure and better
paid jobs in a town.” But it is equally likely that calico printing workers
did not always migrate for higher wages, but that there was a strong cur-
rent of migrants who were seeking to retain their old skills, at whatever
cost, in the face of technological change. They chose not to oppose
change, nor to adapt to change but sought to employ their abilities and
skills elsewhere.
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It is clear that the nature of migration for all grcups was affected by, and
also influenced, the economic and industrial structure of Accrington and
its dominance in the calico printing and cotton industry during a period
of economic and technological change.

The inference is that each of the three groups of workers was affected
differently, which in turn produced differences in migration patterns.
These differences, for professional workers, were that they were closeiy
involved in the technological development of the industry in addition to
some individuals being adversely affected by the changes occurring
throughout the industry. For skilled workers these were skills and trad-
itions which were deeply affected by the changes and unrest in the in-
dustrial towns and so they tended to seek opportunities elsewhere within
the industry. Finally, the unskilled workers were those who migrated to
Accrington as a result of the economic distress in the rural areas of
Lancashire and the West Riding of Yorkshire and were drawn into the
town seeking work within the developing calico printing and cotton in-
dustries.
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250.
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THE USE OF CENSUS ENUMERATORS’' RETURNS IN LOCAL HISTORY
STUDIES

. An extra-cuiricular schosiroom project

Andrew Garner

Andrew Garner is Head of History, Chantry H.S., Ipswich; formerly at Woodford
Lodge School, Winsford, Cheshire.

In summer 1977 | attended an Historical Association Revision School, at
which | learnt about and took part in the analysis of census enumerators’
returns for the first time. The seminar group, eighteen in number, spent
about twenty-one hours in producing an analysis of a Durham village
which had a population of 647 in 1851. The participants were largely in-
volved in primary, secondary or further education. | was intrigued by the
arguments, put forward in an introductory seminar, that the activity was
potentially useful in school teaching. The school in which | taught at the
time operated a C.S.E./G.C.E. O level course in ‘British Economic and
Social History, 1770 to the Present Day’. There is a strong element of
local history invoived, particularly in the C.S.E. syllabus. | therefore set
out to convert my newly-found ‘expertise’ into something of practical value
to my students.

The fact that this work would for me be experimental led me to undertake
it as an extra-curricular activity with a small group of pupils. But before |
could begin, of course, | needed to obtain a copy of the census. | duly
contacted the Public Record Office and purchased part of the 1851 cen-
sus for Over, Cheshire, the area in which the school | was teaching in is
situated. The cost of this in 1978 was over £60 and | hastily set about
persuading the school authorities to reimburse this. This was perhaps
optimistic on my part and teachers might do better to ensure that the
financial provision of resources is settled first. Thanks to the support of
the history adviser, headmaster, and head of department all went well,
but | had to justify the project first.

Firstly, this sort of project is local. This immediately has an appeal for
youngsters and should fire their enthusiasm, particularly when the chiidren
realise that the people they deal with may well be members of their own
families. This was, however, less true of Over as far as the majority of
pupils were concerned since it is an ‘overspill’ town with many newcomers
from Liverpool. But the general principle holds good and the project can
be seen as a means of combating the general sense of dis-location which
often accompanies such movement. Secondly, the project links with work
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done in the school on historical research techniques as part of the
Schools Council’s ‘What Is History?’ project.! A concern for evidence has
been seen by H.M.I. John Slater as part of the nebulous ‘sense of history’
which we history teachers are in business to promote.? My third point was
that a study such as this was likely to promote empathy in the students
more readily than a vague account cf people in general, in places in
general, sometime in some previous time warp! Fourthly, of course, there
was a direct link with one of the existing courses. Finally, in justifying the
expense which the school would incur, | pointed out the amount of ‘mile-
age’ in the project. This was not a ‘one-off job’. Research into, and analy-
sis of qur findings could be undertaken with no undue repetition for many
‘seasons’.

During the term beginning September 1978 | obtained the support of five
volunteers from among my fifth-year C.S.E./G.C.E. O level class. Whilst
they were enthusiastic and among the most capable pupils in the group,
they did have limitations. (Their final O level history results were one
grade B, three C and one E grade). Only three went on to do A level
(none taking history). As a group we obviously did not compare well with
the eighteen adults of the Historical Association Revision School, nor did
the size of the censuses compare favourably: the population of Over in
1851 was 3223, as opposed to 647 in Durham. The task would be at least
eighteen times as large as the Durham survey!

Analysis of census enumerators’ returns produces a “still photograph”
description of a place at a very specific time, in this case Sunday, 31
March 1851. The 1851 census contains a good deal more information than
the 1841 census, and so it seems to be more commonly studied. It also
‘coincides with the point at which Winsford became the greatest of the
Cheshire salt towns in terms of production. (Over is the western part of
Winsford). The study of the 1851 census results in a description of the
people who lived in a place. It can tell us the age/sex ratios, major oc-
cupations, places of origin, marital conditions, size and composition of
families and of households. Further and deeper analysis can result in ad-
ditional information regarding such things as average age at first child-
birth (live), incidence of child labour, and, with other sources, land use,
schooling, and so on.

When not using a computer or mechanical information-retrieval-system
analysis of the census requires the transcription of information off the
photocopy of the returns. We transcribed it onto colour-coded retrieval
slips. A copy of the ‘Head of Household' and of the ‘Adult Female’ slips
is shown in Fig. 1. We decided that they would be white and yellow
respectively. These could then be sorted quite easily so that statistical
data could be obtained. The task of transcription took the term from
September until Christmas, using a one-hour, after-school weekly session,
plus a substantial amount of time by myself. The size of the task was
immense, and necessitated a great deal of time being spent on this
monotonous job. The group had no previous experience of archival work
and they found the handwriting and the quality of photocopy a double
handicap, in some places worse than others. | estimate that the pupils,
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Figure 1

Retrieval slips for ‘Head of Household" and "Adult Female’

HEAD
1 3. 4. 5. Number
Household Forename Surname in. household
. N 7. 8. 9.
Condition Age Occupation Group
[
| 10. . 11. 12. Was wife 13 Is wife
IL Birthplace Group born there? immigrant?
i
14. 115. 16. 17. 18. 19.
Disabled Relatives Lodgers Servants | Employees Notes
ADULT FEMALE
1. 2. 3. 4. Relation | 5-
Household Forename Surname to head Hiegit.
6. 7. 8. 9.
Condition Age Occupation Group
10. . 11. 12. Was husband |13. Is husband
Birthplace Group born here? immigrant?
14, 18.
Disabled Notes
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who were borderline C.S.E./G.C.E. O level students, could copy inform-
ation of about twenty-five people per hour. This was afier a certain amount
of experience, both of deciphering the handwriting of the five enumerators,
and of the two codes developed to make easier the retrieval of birthplace
and of occupation details. The coding used for occupation grouping is
illustrated in the appendix. The transcription process was therefore long
and drawn out. The compilation of statistical data was slow too, but for a
different reason. The first problem after Christmas was that the total num-
ber of retrieval slips we had produced was too great. Somewhere along
the line details had been written down twice for two residents. This prob-
lem had: been made worse by the mistake of one of the 1851 enumerators
who had miscalculated the number of inhabitants in his district! Finally
we settled at a population of 3223: 961 men (29.8% ), 935 women (29%),
647 boys (20.1%), 680 girls (21.1%). (Boys and girls are those of four-
teen years and below). By this stage the small group were showing signs
of weariness brought on by constant counting and re-counting of retrieval
slips. They grew impatient with their own errors. It is difficult to be positive
about whether they had gained and what they had gained from their early
experiences of census analysis. For a start there had been no actual
analysis of statistics because no useful data had been isolated. However
it had been an introduction (though a brutal one) to historical research.

The next task was to take statistical information from the_retrieval slips.
We began with information about occupations. Although we had an
example from work carried out on Billingham® occupations there were
difficulties about classifying some of these. For example, was an ap-
prentice wheelwright to be classified with his master as a skilled crafts-
man? It was decided that he should be. An example occurring more
regularly was that of married women listed in the returns as ‘saltmakers
wife', ‘farmer’s wife’, ‘surgeon’s wife’ and so on. Were they housewives, or
did they help in the work of their husbands? Or should they be entered as
having dual occupations’7 We decided each on its own merits. The result
was that ‘surgeon’s wife' was assumed to take no part in her husband’'s
occupation and was therefore group ‘H' — a housewife. Very few dual oc-
cupations were allotted. The counting of occupational groups was again
done with less accuracy than | had originally envisaged. The maximum
number of retrieval slips now being dealt with at one time was 858, yet
we had to recount several times in order to arrive at a correct total. This
was depressing, frustratmg and annoying at the same time. Such in-
efflcxency was time-consuming, but more important, it lowered the pupils’
interest in the work. They were prevented from discovering the results of
their work, yet having gone so far nothing could now be done except to
keep counting!

Finally a set of statistics was produced showing the actual numbers of
people involved in each occupational group, along with percentages. By
‘occupations’, of course, we also meant scholars, housewives, retired per-
sons, paupers, etc. We found that of the 58% of the population whose
occupations were in fact jobs (including housewives!) 161% were in-
volved in the salt industry, 13.8% were skilled craftsmen, and 13% were
in agriculture. We classified 29% as housewives, but many of these, as
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previously mentioned, could have had full or part time jobs generally
alongside their husbands in the fields or the saltsheds. We began a brief
investigation of some of the stztistics. For exampl!e, we wanted to know
why there were so many skilled craftsmen. In ancther similar survey there
were fewer. Cockfield in County Durham (on which | had worked) in the
Historical Association Revision school seminar had only 8.26% of its
population so described. Without a study in detail of this group we could
not state a specific reason for the dispropcrtionate figure, but we were
aware that the production of salt from brine in the long pan sheds of
Winsford (Over) created an abnormal demand for shcemakers and cob-
blers: the salt, apparently, shortened the life of leather shoes. Another
broad group we discussed was the labourers, group 11, again a high
proportion compared with other studies. The reason for this, we con-
cluded, might be due to the way they had been classified by the five
enumerators. If a man was a labourer in the salt industry he might be
referred to as such, or just as a labourer. Similarly agricultural workers
may have been recorded as ‘labourers’ rather than ‘agricultural labourers’.
(Group 1B).

A further study was on the number of boys attending school. We found
that 38% of school age boys, but only 281% of girls were listed as
scholars. Was there a reason for this? Wes decided to look further afield,
so a visit to Chester Record Office was arranged. | had hoped that the
census survey would have been further advanced by the time we were due
to visit Chester, so that the visit cculd have added fiesh to our statistical
bones, and allow suppositions to be verified or rejected. However, by this
stage we had only basic — | would call them ‘first stage’ — statistics
about occupations and age groups. We had not had the opportunity to
extract ‘second stage’ data about individual occupations within the broad
groups, or about individual age groups within the pcopulation. Though we
had so few items to investigate | decided that a broadening of the exer-
cise without statistical backup was possible. | gave the students various
tasks at the Record Office in Chester. One began to use the 1846 Tithe
Apportionment map of Over in conjunction with the third edition (1909)
25 inch O.S. maps. Her task was to record which fields on the Tithe map
corresponded with those on the O.S. map, and mzake appropriate notes on
the school photocopies of the later map with a view to producing overlays
at a later date which would graphically display the results of our investig-
ations. Meanwhile, using the Tithe Apportionments, another student was
recording details of land use around Over. Again this would help us to
display work when the survey was more advanced. Yet more information
on “who owned what'’ was obtained from electoral registers of the period.
The enumerators’ returns gave little detail of the geographical location of
the residents. It was hoped that this information could be discovered from
electoral registers, directories and the Tithe documents.

In the study of occupations we found a need to look at the schools of
Over and find out, if possible, why the number of boys in school should
exceed the number of girls. In the records we looked at during this short
visit — architects report of 1903 — we found that none of the schools
were single sex at that date. Towards the end of the day we looked at the
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history of Winsford’s salt industry and of local churches. We were also
able to consult a gazetteer. This enabled us to sclve thirty four out of
forty three of the problems we had encountered when filling in birthplace
details on the retrieval slips. Some of the places listed by the enumerators,
such as Wormbury in Flint, remained a mystery. For other places we as-
sumed that the enumerators had misspelt or misheard place names. For
example we assumed ‘Stockholm’ to be Stockham (near Frodsham) and
‘Durley, Warwickshire' to be Dudley, Worcestershire.

So far the project had not developed as fully as | would have liked. Due
to the problems of transcription and sorting already described, the five
pupils who helped_in this early attempt on this census have a less than
favourable view of this sort of work. My assessment of progress included
their views. On the first part of the work, the transcription, one of the
girls wrote, ‘The beginning of the project proved to be quite boring but as
the work continued it became more interesting, finding out about the dif-
ferent people.” ‘At first it seemed a waste of time, but | suppose it was
valuable information because it showed a detailed view of a society ...
if we had got further we could have learnt even more’. Thus another girl
expressed her understanding of the potential value of such work. One of
the boys added this: ‘The project showed us the structure of the town, and
how the town’s life was influenced by the salt factories. With more time
we may have discovered how big the influence was’. According to another
boy, ‘the trip to Chester archives was probably the highlight of the pro-
ject’. The conclusions of these pupils were much the same as my own at
this stage. | strongly endorse the remark that ‘the counting of sheets ...
could have been done by computer’. | now felt that this aspect of the work
should not be undertaken by so few children, or perhaps not by school-
children at all, because of the tedium of it. Work of this nature using
computers has been described by Beverley Labbett, and | had read his
account in Teaching History.! A most valid comment he has since made is
that the statistical work for which he had used a computer was probably
of more value to a school Computer Studies course than a History course.
| agree that the work of the history pupils, and here | mean partlcularly
pupils such as those who helped me, begins where | ended in the ‘season’
described above. The use of derived data from a computer storage bank
for the analysis of the structure of a com»munity is what | would now aim
to achieve. Another warning | found in Teaching History seems relevant:
“... it is a little depressing to be left with the impression that only with a
large team of collaborators, plenty of money for photo-copying documents,
preferably a computer, and certainly a commitment to many years of
tedious work, can a genuinely useful community study be attempted.’

On the face of it, perhaps my first year's work seemed to have less to
show for it than | would have hoped. However, | personally learned a great
deal (not only about the techniques of census analysis, but also about
Over in 1851), and rather than feeling that the activity was not feasible, |
resolved to find a computer. The project continues with the help of a
Computer Studies teacher and one of the microprocessors that the school
simply did not possess when | began the work. If | were to advise others
beginning such work | would suggest that a smaller census be analysed
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or perhaps a street survey could be undertaken. Otherwise, be patient,
choose your assistants well, search for computer time, and be prepared
for a good deal of work.®

APPENDIX
Table of occupational groupings with examples

Group -

1A AGRICULTURAL SELF-EMPLOYED OR MANAGERS: farmer, farmer's son, farm bailiff,
market gardener.

1B AGRICULTURAL WORKERS: stable man, farm servant, farm labourer.

2 SHOPKEEPERS AND TRADERS: baker, confectioner, grocer, cattle-dealer, potato-
merchant, draper, hatter, innkeeper, brewer, publican. carrier, carter, hawker, higgler,
huckster, ironmonger.

3 SKILLED CRAFTSMEN, NON-INDUSTRIAL: brazier, nail-maker, blacksmith, brick-
layer, brickmaker, carpenter, cabinet-maker. painter, sawyer, tailor, dressmaker,
clogger, saddler, cordwainer, boat-builder, coach-maker, printer, cocper.

4 MANUFACTURERS, INDUSTRIALISTS, WHOLESALERS, MANAGERS OF LARGE
ENTERPRISES: shipbuildets, coalowner. timber-merchant.

5 ALL THOSE EMPLOYED IN THE MAJOR NON-AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY: salit-
boiler, salt-agent, pansmith, salt-labourer.

6A UPPER PROFESSIONAL: accountant, banker, lawyer, clergyman. doctor, judge, army
or navy officer.

6B LOWER PROFESSIONAL: auctioneer, Inland Revenue officer, musician, artist, school-
teacher, vet.

7A CLERICAL: clerk. secretary.

7B SUEERVISORY WCRKERS: workhouse-mastet, postmistress, superintendent con-
stable.

8A GENERAL DOMESTIC SERVANT: cook, coachman, butler, gardener, footman, house-
‘keeper, general servant.

8B LOWER SERVANTS: charwoman, laundress, mangie-woman, washerwoman.

9 PRIVATE INCOME RECIPIENTS: fund-holder, interest on money, gentleman, pro-
prietor of houses, annuitant.

10 SEMI-SKILLED AND SERVICE WORKERS: cabman. sexton, sailor, postman, ostler,
midwife, soldier, policeman.

11 LABOURERS AND UNSKILLED WORKERS: {abourers except those in group 1B and
group 5, errand girl.

C CHILDREN fourteen and under with no occupation.

S CHILDREN described as scholars.

AS SCHOLARS over fourteen years old.

H HOUSEWIVES

NO NO OCCUPATION (over fourteen years old).

P PAUPERS: tramp, poor man, widow, parish relief.

R RETIRED PERSONS: superannuated, pensioners.

\ VISITORS.

NOTES

1. Schools Council History Project 13-16, What Is history, published by Holmes
McDougall, 1976.

2. John Slater, 'Why history?’, Trends in Education. Spring 1978, p. 4.

3. Extra-mural Department, University of Durham. Billingham, Port Clarence and Haver-
ton Hill in 1851, 1975.

4. B. D. C. Labbett, ‘An approach to writing local history: The role of the computer
within the project’, Teaching History, No. 21 (1978), pp. 24-6.

5. Alan Metters, reviewing Reconstructing Historical Communities, in Teaching History,
No. 23 (1979), p. 33.

6. This article is based upon a report of mine in Handbook for Cheshire History

Teachers’ Conference, 1979. Since then the project has passed on to another mem-
ber of staff. He is supervicing a pupil who hopes to produce more detailed analysis
with the help of the Computer Studies teacher and an Apple microprocessor. | have
moved on to a head of department post and intend to begin a new study.
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FAMILY AND HOUSEHOLD IN A NINETEENTH CENTURY DEVON
VILLAGE

¢

Neil M. Howlett

Neil Howlett is an undergraduate reading geograpny at Jesus College, Cambridge.
This study is part of research done for his pt. Il dissertation.

The primary source of data about individuals and communities in the nine-
teenth century are the Census Enumerators’ Books. They are, however,
subject to limitations which can only be overcome by reference to ad-
ditional sources. First, in common with all structured data collection
methods, the census relies upon categorisation to achieve simplicity and
limit ambiguity. This can only succeed where the categorisations used
correspond with those understood by the persons filling in the forms. An
example of this is the use of the terms ‘boarder’, ‘lodger’ or ‘visitor’, or in
the specification of relationships to the head of the household. A second
problem which arises from the use of census data without any supplement-
ation is that they portray the household at a single moment in time. Where
there is much temporary absence this can present a misleading picture of
the nature of households. We hope to demonstrate the relevance of these
points by presenting a case study of the village of Appledore in North
Devon, based on a sample of 410 households out of a total of 463 enumer-
ated in 1851, and of 488 households out of the 568 enumerated in 1871.
Information obtained from the census was amplified by a study of the
parish registers, more particularly as to relationships between household
members.

Appledore is situated at the confluence of the Taw and Torridge estuaries.
In the nineteenth century building or sailing ships provided practically the
whole village with employment, and certainly half of all heads of house-
holds. Men working in sailing ships obviously could not avoid prolonged
periods of absence from Appledore while they were at sea. To a lesser
extent shipwrights were also periodically absent. Ship carpenters from
Appledore sailed out to Prince Edward Island in the St Lawrence estuary
early in the year, where they took adyvantage of plentiful supplies of timber
to build small vessels on the beach. Before the St Lawrence froze up
these would be jerry-rigged and sailed back across the North Atlantic to
be fitted out in one of Appledore’s dry docks.!

In 1871 10.8 per cent of the population of Appledore was resident in
households with relatives other than their spouses and unmarried child-
ren, and 29.7 per cent of households contained such relatives.? That this
co-residence was a response to problems confronting these people or the
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Table 1. Types of co-resident kin outside nuclear family by marital status of household
head.

Married, both Married

spouses husband Total
Unmarried present Absent widowed N %
Appledore 1851
Father -— 3 —_ 2 5 4.3
Mother 1 6 5 3 15 13.0
Brother 4 2 1 — — 3 2.6
Sister 6 — 4 4 14 12.0
Nephew 3 3 1 1 8 6.9
Niece 1 3 4 13 21 18.3
Son-in-law 1 — 1 0.9
Daughter-in-law —_ 1 _ 1 2 1.7
Grandchild 13 — 22 35 30.4
Other kin 3 6 2 11 9.6
115 99.7
Married daughters
without husbands 8 6 14
Appledore 1871
Father 1 5 5 1 12 56
Mother — 12 4 6 22 10.2
Brother 2 1 — 2 5 2.3
Sister 7 —_ 2 5 14 6.5
Nephew 3 —_ 3 7 13 6.0
Niece 3 5 2 6 16 7.4
Son-in-law — 2 — 2 4 1.9
Daughter-in-law _— 5 2 7 14 6.5
Grandchild 2 47 1 41 91 42.3
Other kin 3 7 5 9 24 11.2
215 99.9
Married daughters
without husbands 5 5 10
Preston 1851
Father 17 3.3
Mother 29 5.7
Brother 97 18.9
Sister
Nephew 99 19.3
Niece
Son-in-law 120 23.4
Daughter-in-law
Grandchild 138 27.0
Other kin 13 2.6
513 100.2

Sources: Preston 1851 from M. Anderson, Family structure in nineteenth century Lan-
cashire. 1971, table 9, p. 45.
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families they were living with, can be shown by a more detailed analysis
of the relationships between them. It seems people were living together
in extended and multiple family hcuseholds not because this was the ideai
household structure which they sought, but because by living together
they could mutually overcome the problems which faced all families and
individuals. The ways in which they combined reflected the different prob-
lems which faced them.

In Table 1 the presence of various types of relative is considered accord-
ing to marital status of the household head and the household position of
all widowed persons is considered in Table 2.

Table 2. Household situation of widowed people: Appledore and English parishes

61 places inn
Appledore 185 Appledore 1871 England before 1821
Widowers Widows Widowers W.dows Widowers Widows
N % N % N % N % N % N %

Heading households containing:

Unmarried offspring 4 24 43 44 12 44 52 48 120 57 243 47
Married or widowed son 0 0 1 1 0o 0 2 2 9 4 7 1
Married or widowed daughter 2 12 6 6 0 0 5 5 5 2 5 1
No offspring 0O 0 8 8 0 0 3 3 24 1 50 10
Subtotal 6 36 58 59 12 44 62 58 158 74 305 61
In households containing:

Son or daughter 7 48 15 15 10 39 18 17 12 6 48 10
Son or daughter-in-law 17 1 1 0 0 O oO 2 1 17 3
Other kin 0 0 3 1 4 2 2 9 4 19 4
Other persons 1 7 7 7 1 4 6 6 18 9 41 8
Solitary 2 14 14 14 3 11 18 17 12 6 65 13
Institutions 0 0 0 0O O O o0 o 0 0 6 1
Grand total 17 100 98 99 27 100 106 100 211 100 501 100

Sources: 61 places in England before 1821, P. Laslett, Family life and lllicit love In earller
generations, 1977, table 5.9

First, it is clear that not all widowed people remained heads of their own
households. Secondly, where they could not they normally lived as subord-
inate members of their children’s households, where they could also be
child minders. However, the difference between widowed people living in
households headed by their children and the widowed heading house-
holds containing their married children is one of definition, not of function.
In both cases domestic and child-minding duties could be shared. The ef-
ficacy of kin-links and their primacy over other types of social interaction
for widowed people can be seen from Table 2. In both 1851 and 1871 79
per cent of widowed people were resident with kin, including those in
households headed by married offspring; of those who were not living
with kin two-thirds were living alone. Most of the 21 per cent of those who
were not living with kin probably had no surviving kin with whom they
could live.
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There is a structural similarity between unmarried and widowed househoid
heads. Both were without a partner of their own generation within the
household and were generally oid. The probability of widowhood in-
creased with age and young unmarried people were unlikely to be heads
of households for economic reasons. Old age was not normally expected
to be attained, and the position of old pecple was anomalous. Although
theoretically they held great social nower by virtue of their experience,
their effective power in the simple matters of looking after themselves
was limited. They normally had to combine with other people to form a
household, but the people with whom they combined differed. By definition
unmarried pebple had fewer kinds of relatives with whom they could com-
bine, and most formed households with siblings. Widowed people too
combined with siblings, but they ailso had a larger number and wider
variety of other kin whose households they could join. Table 2 also shows
that the proportion of widows heading such households was much higher
than the proportion of widowers. One possible interpretation is that men,
in the absence of their spouses, were much less capable of managing a
household than women, who were domestic managers, and who could
also obtain domestic employment which aliowed them to supplement their
income without leaving home. Of those widowed people- who did head
their own households most lived with their children, both married and un-
married. This was the simplest combination. However, a very large num-
ber of widowed persons had their grand-children, nephews and nieces
living with them. Unmarried nephews and nieces could contribute much
the same economic and domestic help that children could, but grand-
children, many of whom were very young, could not. What these house-
holds represent is a more extensive use of the traditional practice of
grand-parents caring for young children while their parents worked. It was
common for young wives to accompany their husbands on vessels em-
ployed in trade in the Bristol Channel. This prolonged ‘baby sitting’ could
last for months if the parents were at sea, and was most easily operated
by taking the children into the household as residents.

Households where the head was absent were effectively in a state of
widowhood, which in most cases was only temporary, and was probably
perceived to be so. This suggests that, although the functions of co-
residents were the same in these households as in the household where
the head was single, the perspective differed. Some types of kin were
only resident in denuded households, that is, those in which one spouse
was absent, through death or employment. This applies especially to
young unmarried women, whose contributicn to domestic management
needs no elaboration. Their absence in complete households suggests
that they were temporary residents, moving in only when the head was at
sea, (see Table 1). Another example of temporary residence is found
in the category of married daughters resident with their parents, together
with their children but not with their husbands. Although it was not un-
common for newly wed couples to reside with the brides' parents in the
first years of marriage, these women, with children, were obviously not
newly wed.

These households were not true multiple family households, but another
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type of temporary solution to the difficulties raised by the absence of the
husband at sea. instead of grand-parents moving into the denuded house-
hold, the children moved to their grand-parents to function as a house-
nold. That co-residence was only temporary is supported by the fact that
only a relatively small number of fully nuclear families were co-resident
with parents. The data cannot provide conclusive evidence of this in-
terpretation, but there are two arguments which strongly support it. The
first is the value of the strategy noted above. The second is the evidence
that inhabitants of Appledore were not averse to leaving their normal
residences. Mariners, when at sea, obviously always had to do so, and
their wives also when they accompanied their husbands. Further evidence
bearing on this comes from the fact that there were a large number of
empty houses recorded in the census books, forty in 1851, fifty in 1871,
about one tenth of all the houses in the sample. Because of the nature of
the recording not all can be accurately located. It is perhaps significant
that of the thirty eight which can be located for 1871, a half were in the
three streets which had a proportion of mariners to all employed persons
which exceeded the mean for the whole village by more than one standard
deviation.

In 1851 there were 135 and in 1871 ninety six people resident in house-
holds whhin which they had no kin relationships.! Some of these were
lodgers and domestic servants as normally understood. However, as |
hope to show by identifying the relationships between these non-kin
residents and the households in which they resided, many of them were
* performing the same functions as the co-resident kin discussed above.

This is not surprising. Not all people who needed aid may have had sur-
viving kin who were able to give assistance. One may assume that the
abilities and the requirements of individuals are related to their social
position as defined by their sex and the stage in their life cycle. On this
basis a typology was created which could be used to sort these resident
non-kin from the information given about them in the censuses.

The first category comprised children below the age of fifteen years, of
both sexes. There were thirty two of these in 1851 and ten in 1871, all
recorded as ‘scholars’. Of these thirteen in 1851 and only one in 1871 are
known to have had relatives in Appledore.’ It seems likely that these child-
ren were taking advantage of Appledore’'s very good charity schools.
Several were actually living with schoolteachers, and most came from
other villages round the estuary, which suggests that they may have been
children of sea-faring parents.

The second category is of unmarried women aged between fifteen and
thirty years. There were sixty one of these in 1851 and fifty in 1871, nearly
all recorded as ‘domestic servants’. This is a complex category, and the
role of individuals within it can only be understood in the context of the
households in which they resided. Women whose occupation was given as
‘domestic servant’ were not necessarily financially rewarded. Within their
own families daughters were frequently so recorded. Domestic servants
in the understood sense resided in the various houses for an extended
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period and received wages. Most of these will be found in households
headed by members of socio-economic groups 1 and 2, (professional and
white collar occupations). These households, although they did not com-
prise more than one quarter of all households, included more than 60
per cent of domestic servants both in 1851 and 1871.

In other cases, however, the relationship wouid seem not to have been so
simple. Many domestic servants were recorded in households which
would have had great difficuity in paying for their services. In many of
these it is possible to identify special reasons why the household would
have benefittéd from additional help. Exampies are, the infirmity through
disease or old age of the household head,® or the presence of a child less
than a year old. In many cases the family of origin of the young woman
servant was found to have been resident in the same street, which sug-
gests that these young wocmen may have been acting out of affective
rather than out of pecuniary interest. These young women were acting as
kin for households who did not have kin, and many of them were possibly
only temporary residents. In 1851 seven were present in households with
children under a year old, in five of which the maie head of the household
was absent.

The next category consists of unmarried or widowed women over the age
of thirty: nine in 1851 and ten in 1871. Some were older women who, either
had never married, or were widowed before they had children and were
forced to return to domestic service to support themselves. Others were
probably only temporary residents in a particular household, giving their
occupations as ‘nurse’ or ‘midwife’. The distinction between permanent
and temporary residents does not correspond with that between paid and
unpaid servants. Midwives were temporary residents and were paid, as
were dressmakers, of whom there were four in 1851 and two in 1871.

The fourth category includes all people, of both sexes, over the age of
sixty five; there were eight in 1851 and sixteen in 1871. All were unmarried
or widowed, with the exception of one couple who were living together.
These persons were in the same pcsition as co-resident grandparents,
but were living with people who were not their kin, presumably because
they had none with whom they couid reside. In return for their keep they
probably offered child minding services and in some cases payment out
of income from annuities.

The final category is of men in employment over the age of fifteen, of
which there are remarkably few, only sixteen in 1851 and seventeen in
1871. This seems surprising at first, in view of the transient nature of
maritime employment. However, although Appiedore was quite an im-
portant port, most of its shipping needs were provided by indigenous
enterprise, vessels sailed by Appledore men who had families with whom
they could stay. There was also a tendency for mariners to sleep on their
vessels when moored in a ‘foreign’ port. Of those 'men who were resident
with non-kin it is possible to identify two types. The first of these, five men
in 1851 and two in 1871, had occupations related to that of the head of the
household in which they were resident; they were presumably assistants
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or apprentices. The second type is made up of lodgers in the strict sense,
and includes two itinerant musicians from London who were mostly
resident in public houses and lodging houses.

Although this study is necessarily limited in its scope, it demonstrates in
the specific context of a Devon fishing village how evidence on household
composition may be used to infer how relatives and non-relatives com-
bined in households, and may have helped each other over the difficulties
which they encountered in the course of their lives. It also shows to what
extent the roles of individuals within the household can be identified,
simply ffom information on the age, sex and marital status of its members.
Such an analysis must be the foundation for any research into the life of
people in historical communities.
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NOTES

1. The full story of this remarkable enterprise can be found in B. Greenhill and A.

Giffard, Westcountrymen in Prince Edward’s Isle, 1967.

The equivalent figures for 1851, 6.9 per cent and 23.4 per cent are lower. However,

this difference is accounted for by the larger number of kinship relationships un-

specified in the census which can be reconstructed from the vitai registets in the

1871 sample. Very few such relationships can be reconstructed from the eight years

of vital records which precede the 1851 sample.

3. In an analysis of the residence patterns of married couples from the census it was
found that of 28 couples married less than two years who could be traced, twelve
were living in the households of the brides’ parents. Of these, five ‘couples’ actually
comprised only the wife without her husband. Analysis of couples married between
five and seven years showed that of thirty one which could be traced, only three
were living with the brides’ parents, and all of these ‘couples’ were women without
their husbands. These results strongly suggest that true multiple families were the
ﬁordsequence of the inability of newly married couples to set up their own house-

olds.

4. The difference in the proportions of the total population is a consequence of the
number of persons who can be identified as kin in 1871. and who have therefore
been assigned to the category of resident kin (see above, note 2).

5. This conclusion is based on a reconstruction of the kin linkages betwsen house-
holds in Appledore in 1851 and 1871, using information on relationships derived
from references to the same families in the parish registers. Of the thirteen children
in 1851 with kin in Appledore, twelve were actually living with these kin. They were
all living with their mothers, in five families, without their fathers, in households
headed by other women with their childten absent. Because of clarifying instructions
issued by the Director General of the Census such cases were classified as separate
households in later censuses. The one case in 1871 of a child with relatives in
Appledore living with non-kin is of a two year old girl living in the household of a
medical practitioner, presumably under treatment.

6. Cases of illness were based on the last column in the census (relating to disability,
mental or physical) and to manuscript notes added to the census schedules by the
focal Registrar, also the village medical practitioner.
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NOTES AND QUERIES

LIVERPOOL'’S INSTITUTIONAL AND QUASI-INSTITUTIONAL POPULATION
IN 1841 AND 1851:

lain C. Taylor

Unlike many national censuses, thcose of the United Kingdom have always
enumerated population as it was located on census night: the so-called
de facto population. In other words, persons were enumerated where they
slept that night whether or not it was their usual place of abode. While the
advantages df avoiding double counting can be seen, a disadvantage is
that anyone not sleeping at home on census night is nearly impossible to
find in the census enumerators’ books.

Other countries allocate this ‘floating’ population to its ‘usual’ place of
residence: the de jure population. The significance of these two different
practices for those interested in tracing individuals should be apparent.

While it would be well-nigh impossible to trace single visitors in private
homes without tabulating the entire national census, it would be feasible
to accumulate over time a listing of establishments which catered for the
traveller, the homeless, orphaned, sick, poor, student and criminal classes
as research on the enumeration books proceeds. In addition such listings
would also provide a quantitative gauge of the broad dimensions of the
‘non-household’ or institutional population of the country — itself an
important consideration when questions of preparing representative
samples of the population as a whole are being asked. The material
presented below represents an examination of the sizes and types of such
institutional and ‘quasi-institutional’ populations of Liverpool at mid-century.

Liverpool as a major seaport and point of embarkation for foreign migrants
had a large number of persons passing through the town, frozen like a
single frame in a movie film, by the census enumeration on census night.
Liverpool might be reasonably expected therefore to present something of
an extreme case in the size and diversity of such typical populations.
However, further research could provide some perspective on this matter.

The groups of transients and segregated persons | encountered fell broadly
into two classes. The first class was officially recognised by the census
as ‘institutional’, and a separate schedule was distributed by the persons
in charge of the institution. In Liverpool such places included: gaois,
hospitals and asylums, schools, almshouses, refuges and institutes,
barracks and military establishments. Persons on board ships (not inland
craft) were separately enumerated by ships’ captains and the results
forwarded directly to London.

However, a second class of ‘household’ was not officially designated as
an institution but in its non-family nature it is clearly closer to an institution
than to a normal household. Some of these were obviously small ‘insti-
tutions’, considered too small for a separate enumeration, others have
been termed ‘quasi-institutions’ by researchers in that they lie on the
border-line between ‘normal’ households and definite institutions. In my
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work | used an arbitrary figure of more than ten persons described as,
lodgers, boarders, etc. in the household to designate such a group ‘quasi-
institutional’. While examining the enumeration books for the parish of
Liverpool in 1851 (which constituted 70 per cent of the borough pop-
ulation) | encountered many such households and recorded their presence.
The list of these households is presented in the Appendix. While some of
these households were undoubtedly inadvertently missed, the number is
probably not very large. It is fairly easy to spot such extraordinarily large
‘households on the census page. The total size of this floating (some of it
literally) and adventitious population unrecorded by the official institutional
returns ds impressive. A total of 2,766 persons was found in such quasi-
institutional households — a figure which represents only about ten per
cent less than those listed in the parish of Liverpool’'s bulging official
institutions, which held 3,055 persons. In total the institutional population
broadly defined constituted 8,511 (and this figure excludes the quasi-
institutional population of the out-townships) — in all about 2} per cent
of the total population of the borough.

| did not examine the individual returns for the 1841 population so that
the number of persons in quasi-institutions in that year is not known, but
in all probability the figure would approximate that for 1851. Table 1
summarizes the totals by registration sub-district of this population.

Table 1. Llverpool: institutional and quasi-institutional population, 1841 and 1351.

Registration institutional quasi-institutional total population
sub-districts population population

1841 1851 1851 1841 1851
1. St. Martins 18 — 818 35,478 61.777
2. Gt. Howard 732 954 206 26.197 27.942
3. Dale Strest a8 — 328 33.866 31,763
4. St. George — 339 189 19,723 19.823
5. St. Thomas 506 —_ 109 34,932 33,957
6. Mt. Pleasant 2.294 1.431 654 33,042 41,990
7. Islington 114 311 462 37.730 40,970
Parish 3,762 3.0585 2.766 220,968 258.222
cut —-— —_
township 558 2,690
Borough 4,320 5,745 286.026 367.700

Note: The quasi-industrial population of the out-townships is excluded.

Tables 2 and 3 provide a list of all separately enumerated institutions
in the 1841 and 1851 censuses. Such schedules are usually found at the
end of the relevant sub-district returns.

The appendix lists by sub-district and enumeration district all ‘official’
institutions separately enumerated, ‘unofficial’ institutions (not separately
enumerated), and quasi-institutions encountered in 1851. Using such a
list as an index to the enumerators’ books, it should be possible to scan
the ‘non-household’ population of Liverpool fairly quickly.

50



Table 2. Liverpool: Institutional population, 1841. (Enumerated on separate schedules).

Registration Institute Population
sub-districts male female total
St. Martins North Battery 1" 7 18
Gt. Howard Gaol 271 265 536
North Hospital 56 30 86
Night Asylum 72 38 110
Dale Street Bridewell, Chapel St. 50 40 90
Bridewell, Vauxhall Rd. 2 6 8
St. George —_— -— — —_
St. Thomas Blue Coat Hospital 247 116 363
Mt. Pleasant Workhouse 688 955 1,643
Infirmary 129 98 227
Almshouses 20 106 126
Refuge for destitute — 30 30
Penitentiary o 62 62
Catholic Orphan Asylum — 74 74
Deaf & Dumb Institute 25 14 39
Lock Hospital 23 32 55
Lunatic Asylum 19 19 38
isiington Military Hospital 8 5 13
Bridewell 7 3 10
Toxteth Park Blind School 55 36 91
Kirkdale Workhouse 57 12 69
Everton Prison 435 54 489
West Derby Workhouse
2.175 2,002 4177

Table 3. Liverpool: Institutlonai population, 1851

. (Enumerated on separate schedules).

Registration Institute Population
sub-districts male female total
St. Martins — — -— —_—
Gt. Howard Gaol 599 355 G54
Dale St. — — —_ —
St. George Bluecoat Hospital 242 117 359
St. Thomas — — — —
Mt. Pleasant Workhouse 536 648 1.184
Infirmary 133 114 247
Islington Brickfield Barracks 279 32 311
Toxteth Park — — — —
Everton/Kirkdaie industrial School 656 497 1,153
Workhouse 318 430 748
Barracks 333 34 367
Gaol 339 83 422
West Derby — —_ —_ —
3,435 2,310 5,745

Further work that could be undertaken by family historians might include
an indexing of the names and origins of persons found in these institutions.
If that were done for other large cities, many persons who ‘went missing’
in the mid-nineteenth century might be found. Similar listings for other
large cities would also provide social historians with comparative data
on this not insignificant but easily neglected population.
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APPENDIX

Liverpool: Locations of the Iastitutional and quasi-institutional poputation, 1851.

The references on the left of the items below indicate the respective call numbers for the
enumerators’ schedules at the Public Record Office. The general class mark H.O. has nct
been repeated after the initial entry. The final three figures designate the enumeration
district code (top right hand corner of enumeration book cover).

1.

H.O.

w

St. Martins

107/2177/ 11t
107/2177 /11t
107/2177/1tt
107/2177/1tt
107/2177/1uu

107/2177/1vv

107/2177/1hh
107/2177/1jj
107/2177/1NN
107/2177/pp
107/2177/1rr

Great Howard

107/2178/1J
107/2178/1L
107/2178/1P
107/2178/1Q
107/2178/17
107/2178/1S

Dale Street

107/2179/1E
107/2178/1U
107/2178/1U
107/2178/1U
107/2178/1U
107/2179/1V
107/2179/188
107/2179/1CC

St. George

107/2180/1A
107/2180/1A
107/2180/11
107/2180/1J
107/2180/1J
107/2180/1L
107/2180/1.S.

St. Thomas

107/2181/1F
107/2181/1U

Mount Pleasant

107/2182/1A
107/2182/1D
107/2182/1G
107/2182/1U
107/2182/1U
107/2182/1EE
107/2182/1EE
107/2182/1HH

Irish Lodging House, Regent St. (57 Lodgers) emigrants
(15 Lodgers) ’
" . (25 Lodgers) "
' (16 Lodgers) '
" Clay St. (11 Lodgers) Boarding
House
‘A large number of persons, nct inhabitants, almost ex-
clusively Irish emigrants to America, 163 persons’. Boats
and barges in canal 145 persons
‘27 temporary residents’
66 ‘visitors from the country’
4 persons on a barge
283 ‘emigrating to America’
6 emigrants

" 1’

27 on a barge

11 in an Irish Lodging House

19 on barges

42 on barges

107 Cavalry (Polish) in barracks
954 In Gaol, Great Howard Street

32 persons in Irish Lodging Houses, Lace St.

33 persons in a hotel

25 Welsh emigrants in a Welsh emigrant house, Union St.
17 emigrants in a licenced victuallers

15 Lincolnshire emigrants in a boarding house

20 emigrants in a licenced victualiers

55 persons in the ‘Royal Hotel’

131 persons in the ‘Crooked Billet’, the ‘Wellington’. and
the ‘Gecrge’ hotels

34 persons in barns, sheds, etc.

9 shop assistants, Haymarket

11 shop assistants, in two shops, Colquit St.

52 draper’s assistants in shops, Bold St.

13 boarders at a commercial travellers hotel

70 ‘Americans proceeding to Exhibition’

359 persons in Bluecoat Hospital, including 334 Scholars

27 Scottish seamen in a boarding house
82 persons in the Southern and Toxteth Hospitals

78 persons in the ‘Waterioo Hotel’
76 persons in the ‘Adelphi Hotel’
24 girls at school

44 persons at the Lock Hospital
68 persons at the Lunatic Asylum
160 female orphans

44 in deaf and dumb institute

57 females in penitentiary
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107/2182/1H 79 females in Almshouses

107/2182/1JJ 24 persons in Asylum

* LS. 1184 persons in the Workhouse

* LS. 247 persons in the Infirmary

Islington .
107/2184/1A 47 persons in the 'Stork Hotel’ ”‘:.;' N
107/2184/1B 124 persons In a drapers training séhoo!
107/2184/1C 137 persons in five hotels . A
107/2184/1D 102 Inmates at the Blind Asylum ~*
107/2184/1J 11 females at the Catholic Lying in Hospital
107/2184/1GG 22 persons in the Catholic Blind Asylum
107/2184/1 ] 19 assistants in a grocer’s store

* LS. 279 military in Brickfleld Barracks and 32 females
Toxteth Peark

107/2188/1AD 3 persons living in a ‘boat on the beach last three yeais’
107/2188/1A0 24 females in the Beneficial Female Institute
Everton

107/2189/1C 46 men (and women) in a military hospital
107/2188/1D 36 children in the Soho Ragged School

107/2190/1.S.
107/2190/1.S.

1153 at Kirkdale Industrial School
748 in the Workhouse

10.

* » » @»

107/2190/1.S.
107/2190/1.S.

367 in Barracks
422 in the Gaol

West Derby
107/2192/1A 39 persons in hospital
107/2192/1H 64 nuns at the Mount Vernon Convent

* |.8. ingtitutional schedule
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CENSUS STUDIES IN HUNGARY: THE EXAMPLE OF ZSAMBEK, 1715-70
Baldzs Nagy '

Readers of Local Population Studles may remember the article by Rudolf
Andorka on birth control in some Hungarian villages during the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries (LPS 22, Spring 1979). His results were derived
from reconstitutions. But we have recently heard of a study carried out
ch more traditional lines. This work was originally undertaken by Balazs
Nagy prior to entering the University of Budapest ‘E6tvéos Lérand’, and
we includefbelow a summary of this thirty page paper. The study is inter-
esting for the general approach by a student previously unfamiliar with the
source material. The study deals with changes in the ethnic composition
of the population, using the evidence of surnames.

‘Before using archive material | endeavoured to read the relevant
chapters of some general works. From these | prepared the compre-
hensive part of my study, valid for the whole country. On the strength
of the changes in the country as a whole | attempted to discover
similar patterns at the local level by an intensive study of the sur-
viving censuses of 1715, 1720, and 1728. In studying them | had to
rely on my scanty knowledge of Latin acquired during four years in
High School. The 1770 census was written in German and as | had
no German at all | had to compare the text with that for another
community which used the same format but in Hungarian.

The result of my study showed a considerable build-up of population
after 1715. The registered surnames suggest that the population at
this date was entirely Hungarian. However, by 1720 when the families
had increased from 40 to 104 almost half the surnames were German
in origin. Further change followed by 1728, when 175 taxpaying house-
holds in Zsambék were divided as follows: 138 German and 37
Hungarian. This change in the balance of nationalities is associated,
| believe, with the attempt of the local landiord to enforce the Cath-
olic religion, which caused some Hungarian Protestants to move to
neighbouring villages. The massive increase in the number of families
of German origin is part of the process of the fresh colonization of
under-populated land which was opened up at the withdrawal of the
Turks from the area in 1699'.
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THE DIOCESAN POPULATION RETURNS FOR 1563 AND 1603

D. M. Palliser and L. J. Jones

In 1563 the Privy Council requested information from all English and
Welsh bishops about the state of their dioceses, and one of their requests
was for the number of households or families in each parish. In 1603 a
similar exercise was undertaken, except that the population question on
this occasion was for the numbers of communicants, non-communicants
and recusantstin each parish, rather than of households. The existence
of some of these returns has been known for a long time, and important
studies have been published which draw on their population statistics,
notably those of Joan Thirsk on Lincoinshire, C. T. Smith on Leicestershire
and Lionel Munby on Hertfordshire.! In 1959 Joan Thirsk drew attention
to all the returns then known to survive; in 1969 T. H. Hollingsworth use-
fully discussed their value and published a summary table of all diocesan
totals for 1603; and more recently Charles Phythian-Adams and A. D. Dyer
have used the figures for individual towns in 1563 in analysing urban
growth and decay.* However, demographic work of a very high order is
still being needlessly hampered because the existence of the returns is
not widely known.?

The present note is intended, therefore, to draw attention to all known
surviving returns, and to publish editions of them, and to ask for the help
of readers in locating more. A complete list of those known to us is ap-
pended; it will be seen that a considerable number of returns are known
to survive for 1563, but very few for 1603, and that for ten dioceses out of
twenty-six no returns, complete or partial, are known for either year. Yet
it is clear that all bishops were asked to make returns on each occasion,
and for 1603 there survive at least two different tables of diocesan popul-
ation totals for the whole country, showing that returns must have been
submitted for every diocese.* Furthermore, returns survive for several
other dioceses in 1563 giving all the information requested except for the
population statistics, which were promised in a second return once the
necessary information had been gathered. It is known, for example, that
at least twenty-three bishops made some sort of return in 1563, though
in only twelve cases are the population returns known to survive.

All the known copies of returns submitted to the government are now
preserved and bound in three volumes at the British Library (Harleian
MSS, 594, 595, 618), and it is unlikely that more will come to light; but
there is reason to believe that most or all bishops will have kept copies
or the original rough drafts, and that more of these have yet to be located
or identified.” The list below inciudes three returns not known when
Dr Thirsk made her survey twenty years ago — a complete return for
Gloucester in 1563, and partial returns for Chichester and York in 1603
— all of which survive among private papers or diocesan archives. The
two last, indeed, were printed in local journals as long ago as 1905 and
1943 respectively, but they seem to have been missed in all recent surveys
and bibliographies of demographic history. One came to light purely by
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chance in a search of journals, one through a recent reference in LPS
by Derek Turner.®

The following list indicates the whereabouts of all returns for 1563 and
1603 presently known to us, together with references to all printed
editions or abstracts. We shall be grateful to receive any additions or
corrections from readers, and we hope in due course to publish an
amplified list in which all additional references will be acknowledged.
Should it be thought useful enough for local and demographic historians,

a full edition of at least the 1563 returns may be published later.
L3

Surviving returns with population figures

All manuscripts referred to are in the British Library unless otherwise
stated.

BANGOR. The 1563 return is in Harleian MSS, 594, ff. 18r-27v. Leonard
Owen has printed hundred totals in Transactions of the Honourable
Soclety of Cymmrodorion: Sesslon 1959, 1959, pp. 99-113, and ap-
parently figures for individual parishes in the county of Anglesey in
Transactions of the Anglesey Antiquarian Society Field Club, 1960,
pp. 26-38. The latter article which we have been unable to see is
listed in E. A. Wrigley, ed., An Introduction tc English historical dem-
ography, 1966, p. 252. Partial returns for 1603 are in Harleian MSS,
594, ff. 38-44.

BATH AND WELLS. The 1563 return is in Harleian MSS, 594, ff. 46r-56v.
Unfortunately the bishop misunderstood the question, and returned
population figures only for those parishes (61 out of 374) which had
dependent chapelries.

BRISTOL. No returns known.
CANTERBURY. The 1563 return is in Harleian MSS, 594, ff. 63r-84r.

CARLISLE. The 1563 return is in Harleian MSS, 594, ff. 85-87r. The parish
figures are tabuiated in A. B. Appleby, Famine In Tudor and Stuart
England, 1978, pp. 198-201, together with the figures for those
parishes in Cumberland and Westmoriand which were in the dioceses
of Chester and Durham.

CHESTER. The 1563 return is in Harleian MSS, 594, ff. 97-108.

CHICHESTER. A partial return for 1603 was printed by W. C. Renshaw as
‘Ecclesiastical returns for 81 parishes in East Sussex, made in 1603’,
Sussex Record Soclety, iv, 1905, pp. 1-17, from a manuscript ‘pres-
erved in the Bishop’s Registry at Lewes’.

COVENTRY AND LICHFIELD. The 1563 return is in Harleian MSS, 594, ff.
156r-71r. The parish returns for Staffordshire only were tabulated by
W. N. Landor in Staffordshire Historical Collections, 1915, pp. 1xix-
1 xxil.
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DURHAM. The 1563 return is in Harleian MSS, 594, ff. 187r-95r. Household
totals are given for most, but not all, parishes.

ELY. The 1563 return is in Harleian MSS, 594, ff. 198r-200v. The return,
except for the Isle of Ely, is discussed and mapped in Margaret Spuf-
ford Contrasting communities, 1974, pp. 13-28.

EXETER. No returns known.

GLOUCESTER. The 1563 return survives in two copies, a contemporary
one in Bodleian Library, Oxford, Rawlinson MSS, C 790, and a later
one (whjch we have not seen) in Bristol and Gloucestershire
Archaeological Society, Furney MSS, B. The figures for the Glouces-
ter city parishes are printed by Peter Ripley in Bristol and Gloucester-
shire Archaeological Society Transactions, xci, 1972, pp. 200-1, and
for the rest of the diocese by Alicia Percival in LPS, 8, 1972, table
following p. 76, from figures transcribed by Julian Cornwall. The 1603
return is in Harleian MSS, 594, ff. 225r-55v, and has been printed as
‘A survey of the diocese of Gloucester, 1603’, transcribed by A. C.
Percival and edited by W. J. Sheils, in An ecclesiastical miscellany,
Publications of the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological
Society, Records Section, xi, 1976, pp. 68-102.

HEREFORD. No returns known.

LINCOLN. The 1563 return is in Harleian MSS, 618, passim, covering five
of the six archdeaconries (Stow is missing). The section covering the
" archdeaconry of Lincoin is printed in G. A. J. Hodgett, Tudor Lincoin-
shire, 1975, pp. 189-99; that for the archdeaconry of Buckingham is
edited by Julian Cornwall in Records of Buckinghamshire, xvi, 1953-
60, pp. 258-73; that for the archdeaconry of Leicester, is tabulated in
Victorla Counly History of Leicester, iii, 1955, pp. 166-7; and that for
the Hertfordshireshire parts of the archdeaconry of Huntingdon is
tabulated in Lionel Munby, Hertfordshire population statistics 1563-
1801, 1964. The rest of the return has not yet been printed; but the
deanery totals for the entire diocese are published in C. W. Foster,
ed., The State of the church, i, Lincoln Record Society, xxiii, 1926, pp.
441-4. The 1603 return was printed in full by C. W. Foster in the same
Lincoln Record Society volume, pp. 253-328, 337-53, from an original
manuscript, ‘Liber cleri’, in the Lincoin Diocesan Registry. The
Leicester archdeaconry section is again tabulated in Victoria County
History of Lelcester, iii, pp. 168-9, and the Hertfordshire section in
Munby’s Helrtfordshire population statistics. The 1603 return, unlike
that of 1563, covers all six archdeaconries.

LLANDAFF. No returns known.
LONDON. No returns known.

NORWICH. The 1603 return is in Harleian MSS, 595, ff. 95r-193r, covering
three archdeaconries out of four (Norfolk is missing). The three sur-
viving sections have all been published, though not very accurately:
Norwich by Augustus Jessopp in Norfolk Archaeology X, 1888, pp.
1-49, 166-84; Suffolk by C. H. Evelyn White in Proceedings of the Suf-
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folk institute of Archaeclogy and Natural History, vi, 1888, pp. 361-400;
and Sudbury anonymously in the same journal, xi, 1901, pp. 1-46. A
short extract, for Chippenham, Suffolk (incorrectly attributed to Chip-
penham, Wiits.) is printed in W. B. Stephens, Sources for English

local history, 1973, p. 211.
OXFORD. No returns known.
PETERBOROUGH. No returns known.
ROCHESTER. No returns known.

ST. ASAPH. No returns known.

ST. DAVIDS. The 1563 return is in Harleian MSS, 595, ff. 84r-92r. Leonard
Owen has printed hundred totals in Transactions of the Honourable
Soclety of Cymmrodorion: Sesslon 1959, 1959, pp. 99-113.

SALISBURY. No returns known. The extract printed in W. B. Stephens,
Sources for English local history, 1973, p. 211 for Chippenham, Wilts.
refers in fact to Chippenham, Suffolk.

WINCHESTER. The 1603 return is in Harleian MSS, 595, ff. 213-250. An
extract is printed in W. B. Stephens, Sources for English local history,

1973, p. 211.

WORCESTER. The 1563 return is in Harleian MSS, 595, ff. 209r-212v. T.
Nash, Collections for the History of Worcester, 2 vols, 1781-82, prints
the figure for ‘5 Elizabeth’ under each parish, presumably from this
or from a local copy in Worcestershire, but with no reference cited.

YORK. A part of the 1603 return, covering about two-thirds of Nottingham-
shire (147 parishes) was edited by A. C. Wood in Transactions of the
Thoroton Society of Nottinghamshire, xlvi, 1943, pp. 3-14, from ‘two
bundles of presentment bills ... now in the custody of ... the registrar
of the archdeaconry of Nottingham'.

NOTES

1. J. Thirsk, Feniand farming In the sixteenth century, 1953, and English peasant farm-
ing, 1957; C. T. Smith, ‘Population’, in Victorla County History of Leicester, iii, 1955,
pp. 129-75; L. Munby, Hertfordshire population statistics 1563-1801, 1964,

2. J. Thirsk, Sources of information on population 1500-1760’, The Amateur Historian,
iv, 1958-60, pp. 132-33; T. H. Hollingsworth, Historical demography. 13859, pp. 80-7
C. Phythian-Adams, Desolation of a city, 1979, pp. 8-18, 22-4, 237; Urban History
Yearbook, 1979, pp. 63, 73-4.

3. E.g. Victor Skipp, in his excellent Crisis and development: an ecological case study
of the Forest of Arden 1570-1674, 1978, carried out very thorough work on the popul-
ation of five parishes but was unaware of the survival of the 1563 return for the
diocese of Lichfield (p. 117).

4. British Library. Harleian MSS, 280, ff. 157r-172v; Bodleian Libraty, Oxford, Lincoln
College MSS, (e) Lat. 124  {. 192v. We owe the second reference to the kindness
of Dr Anne Whiteman. The two tables give slightly different totals for most dioceses,
adding support to the belief that they were independently calculated from earlier
surviving returns for every diocese.

5. Several such returns without population figures survive not only in Harleian MSS,
594 and 595 but also in British Library, Lansdowne MSS, 6.

6. LPS, 21, pp. 15-18.
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ABNORMALLY HIGH BAPTISMAL SEX RATIO DURING 1568-1600
E. W. Bentley

The parish register of Oakford, Mid-Devon begins in 1568 and shows no
obvious signs of slipshod maintenance thereafter. But as the totals in
Table 1 show, the ratio of male tc female baptisms during 1568-1600 was
1.67, surely impossibly high as a reflection of the actual birth ratio.

Table 1. Baptisms by sexl.

Period Male Female Total
1568-1570 : 9 9 18
1571-1580 55 32 87
1581-1590 61 36 97
1591-1600 35 19 54
1568-1600 160 96 256

1. E. W. Bentley, Oakford: the history of a Devon Parish, Oakford, 1982.

Also, over the same period, no more than sixteen children are recorded
as having died within twelve months of birth, giving an infant mortality
rate of only 62.5 per 1000: and this too, seems unacceptable for the six-
teenth century.

A possible explanation here however is that a number of children died
before they were baptised. Moreover to lift the infant mortality rate for
1568 to 1600 to the more acceptable level (114 per 1000) revealed by the
Oakford register for the period 1651 to 1700, for example, it would be
necessary to postulate no more than fifteen such unrecorded deaths —
only one for every two years.

On the other hand, many more than fifteen unrecorded deaths would have
had to occur to restore respectability to the male/female birth ratio for
1568-1600, and they would have had to be all female at that. This in turn
could only have arisen with the wilful connivance of parents. The question
therefore is whether encouraging female children to die in early infancy
was practised in Oakford in the late sixteenth century or whether the data
quoted above are the result of rather peculiarly inefficient recording. An
examination of baptismal sex ratios for the period in other registers might
well suggest an answer.

59



MISCELLANY

THE FIGHT AGAINST VACCINATION: THE LEICESTER DEMONSTRATION
OF 1885

Christopher Charlton

The struggle to contain smallpox and eliminate it as a life-threatening dis-
ease was less easy in this country than might have been expected. Des-
pite Dr Edward Jenner’'s discovery and subsequent research, the benefits
of vaccination were more readily appreciated outside the United Kingdom.
Legislation making vaccination compulsory was introduced in Bavaria as
early as 1807; in Denmark in 1810; in Sweden in 1814 and in a number of
German states in 1818. In the United Kingdom it was 1853 before an Act
of Parliament made vaccination obligatory and it was not until the Act of
1867 that any real compuision was applied. Under the terms of this Act
local registrars were required to inform parents or custodians of the oblig-
ation to have their children vaccinated and to specily the time and place
where they should attend upon the public vaccinator. Parents were al-
lowed three months to obtain a vaccination and, if the child was con-
sidered to be unfit, could be granted a certificate deferring the operation
for periods of two months at a time. The Act provided penalties for neg-
lect and also permitted the Justices to order the vaccination of any child
under fourteen. It was the element of compulsion which aroused the anti-

* vaccinators to redouble their efforts. There had been opposition to vac-

cination on grounds of inefficacy and the risks of infection from the time
Jenner’'s work first became known. Now, the anti-vaccinators were able to
argue, trespass on personal freedom had been added to the folly of adopt-
ing a fallacious and harmful medical practice.

In Leicester a branch of the Anti-Vaccination League was formed in 1869
and gradually, from a modest beginning, grew in strength. The terms of
the Act were applied in Leicester with vigour and with apparent success,
and in 1867 as many as 94 percent of children born in the town were vac-
cinated. The position soon changed; as the figures in the Table on page
65 indicate, from the early 1870's there was considerable under vac-
cination. A bitter struggle developed between a fierce opposition and a
tough-minded magistracy which resulted in prosecutions under the Act on
a scale not experienced elsewhere in the country.! The situation grew
worse; in 1880 440 parents were fined and thirteen imprisoned, and in
1881 no less than 1,154 were prosecuted and a year later 918. In 1882
the controversy had already become an issue in the local elections and
a year later in the triennial election to the Board of Guardians the anti-
vaccination candidates achieved a majority. Their triumph was short-lived,
for once elected, in a decision carried only by the use of the Chairman’s
casting vote, the members of the Board reintroduced a policy of pros-
ecution, issuing no less than 2,274 summonses during their three-year
term of office. After this rebuff, it is no wonder that the anti-vaccinators
turned to other methods of influencing the democratic process and op-
position took on a new form.
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By the beginning of 1885 the number of intending prosecutions was said
to be 5,000; feelings were running high and in this heady atmosphere the
anti-vaccinators felt strong enough to consider taking over the streets of
central Leicester. The demonstration they planned was brilliantly con-
ceived. On the day of the event, 23rd March, a letter describing what
would take place and claiming support from forty anti-vaccination leagues
and fifty towns appeared in the Daily News. Some time before, the railway
companies had been approached to provide special trains (which they
refused to do) and an HQ arranged at the Temperance Hall. The demon-
strators succeeded beyond all expectations. Factories and warehouses
closed and representatives from anti-vaccination groups from all over the
country and from abroad converged on Leicester to swell the numbers
who took to the streets.

The description of the demonstration which follows is taken from J. T.
Biggs, Leicester: sanitation versus vaccination. Biggs was a prominent
Leicester industrialist and one of the leaders of the Anti-Vaccination
League. At the Temperance Hall some 700 banners were prepared bearing
various inscriptions:

‘Northampton bore witness that **Compulsory vaccination is a usurp-
ation of unjust power” and Brighton that “Truth conquers”. Kent,
with its rampant horse and legend Invicta, set ‘““Parental affection be-
fore despotic law”, and demanded ‘“‘the repeal of the Vaccination
Acts, the curse of our nation,” clenched with the adjuration, “Men of
* Kent, defend your liberty of conscience; better a felon’s cell than a
poisoned babe”. Kettering pronounced for “Freedom,” and Halifax
that “Jenner’s patent has run out.” Middleton set on high “The crus-
ade against legalised compulsory medical quackery’’; whilst Oldham
called for ““Health and liberty,” and exhorted beholders to “Be just
and fear not,” assuring them, truly enough, “The price of liberty is
eternal vigilance.” Finsbury and Banbury united in the advice, “Stand
up for liberty!”. Southwark called for “Entire repeal and no com-
promise,” and Barnoldswick for ‘“Sanitation, not vaccination.” Truro
pertinently asked, “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?”
Keighley, ever to the fore, said, “We fight for our homes and free-
dom.” Earlstown asked for “Pure blood and no adulteration,” and
Lincoln averred, “We protect our offspring.” Eastbourne advised,
“Cease to do evil, learn to do well.” St. Pancras sent ‘“Cordial greet-
ing and sympathy to the heroic martyrs of Leicester.” There was a
well-appointed hearse with a child’s coffin inscribed ‘“Another victim
of vaccination,” and the observation of Sir Joseph Pease in the
House of Commons, “The President of the Local Government Board
cannot deny that children die under the operation of the Vaccination
Acts in a wholesale way.” A banner bore the prayer, “From horse
grease, calf lymph. cowpox and the Local Government Board, good
Lord deliver us.” Another had “A dead swindle — a vaccination
death certificate.” The origin of cowpox in horsegrease was il-
lustrated by a mangy horse with bandaged heels and a heifer on a
dray. The varieties of virus, indifferently and ignorantly used for vac-
cination, were represented in six labelled jars, the original Jennerian
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grease being inscribed, “Tis grease, but living grease no more.” Mr
Golding of Leytonstone, marched with a model of Holloway Prison,
wherein he had recently suffered incarceration for saving his child
from vaccination. There were numerous banners with piquant local
allusions, which would require more or less interpretation outside
Leicester. A fine banner from Belgium bore the inscription in French,
“Neither penalities nor prison can prevent vaccine being a poison
and the vaccination laws an infamy — Dr Hubert Boéns.” On the
other side was a babe in a cradie and a doctor with an ass’s head
vaccinating it.’
[ 4
The weather was fine and the crowd good humoured and a procession of
many thousands set out from the Market Square. In addition to the ban-
ners and placards, there were:

‘trolleys and carts containing tangible things, like diseased cows
and horses, showing that a supply of “lymph” might still be had
without dealing with the foreigner — a great comfort to the faculty,
this piece of news, no doubt, in case of a possible blockade in these
days of rumours of war. Of course there was an opposition doctor,
who sniffed both at horse and heifer, and proudly bestriding his own
donkey, offered “Pure moke lymph” at the figure of *“a guinea a
dose’'.

Other trolleys contained “‘furniture seized for blood money,” showing
that the State had effected a compromise, and that somebody was
sleeping without a bedstead, and sitting down to dinner (if he had
one) without tables and chairs, instead of baby being vaccinated.
One trolley appeared to have negotiated the loan of a gallows and
scaffold from the county jail for Dr Jenner’s sole and particular use;
and the execution was carried on without the slightest hitch, about
every twenty yards through some miles of streets, amid strong man-
ifestations of popular approval ... Then there were wagons and car-
riages of various kinds, loaded with parents who were fighting or had
fought the battle of pure blood against experimental butchery upon
their defenceless little ones; and crowding great vans with their bright
happy faces, or riding on ponies or carried in arms came large
deputations of the five or ten thousand “infantile law-breakers,” to
whose honour the day was devoted, looking so fresh, and wholesome,
and free from blemish, that many and many a warm heart must have
cursed the horrid tyranny which threatened them with a peril worse
than an enemy’s siege of Leicester ... So, with banners before them,
banners behind them, banners to right of them, banners to left of
them, and banners above them — hung out from topmost windows
from side to side of street after street as far as eye could reach in
every direction — so rode the enviable children of Leicester, waving
their own tiny bannerettes and cheering with delight — on a day
they will cherish the memory of when their rosy faces are wrinkled
with another three score years, and their sunny locks are grey —
and when “the great dragon” (whose discomfiture they saw on Mon-
day well painted on a banner of St George) has long been slain.’
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After the procession the crowd, estimated at from 80,000 to 100,000
people, assembled in the Market Place to hear addresses from the lumin-
aries of the movement — Councillor Butcher of Leicester, William Young,
secretary of the London Society, and Mr Joseph Brown of Dewsbury.

‘The vast audience, led by the united bands, then sang “The cause
that is true’”, written for the occasion by Mr Louis Breeze, jun. Mr J.
P. Biggs produced a copy of the Vaccination Acts which was sus-
pended from iron bars and burned, and the ashes cast to the winds
... As theg concourse broke up, a few adventurous spirits seized the
effigy of Jenner, and tossed it about. Two constables secured it, and
threw it down the staircase under the Exchange. Hardly had they
turned their backs when the dummy was again produced and tossed
afresh. A second time the constables entered the crowd, and having
secured the “Doctor”, solemnly marched him off to the police station,
minus his head, which had disappeared and could not be found’.

The public meeting that evening was an emotional affair. It began with a
rendering of ‘The cause that is true’ and speaker after speaker spoke to
the motion ‘that the compulsory Vaccination Acts, which make loving and
conscientious parents criminals, subjecting them to fines, loss of goods,
and imprisonment, propagate disease and inflict death, and under which
5,000 of our fellow townsmen are now being prosecuted, are a disgrace
to the Statute Book, and ought to be abolished forthwith’. It was a heady
occasion for the Leicester residents who pledged themselves to oppose
the unrighteous law. The motion was carried unanimously.

‘The proceedings closed with singing the hymn written by Mrs. Clant
for the occasion:

“Brothers in heart united
Raise we our voice today,
Now let our vow be plighted
To sweep this law away.”

The hymn was sung io a fine organ accompaniment to the tune, “Wait
till the clouds roll by.”

The following day (March 24th 1885) a conference of delegates was held
in Waterloo Hall.

The organisers must have been encouraged by the response to the
demonstration. The Leicester Daily Pos: described it as ‘the greatest and
most representative demonstration against the Vaccination Acts ever wit-
nessed in this country’. The Times was equally impressed and drew at-
tention to the 5,000 persons in the process of being summoned for refus-
ing to comply with the law. The most important outcome of the demon-
stration emerged the following year at the triennial election of the
Guardians, the body responsible for the enforcement of the Vaccination
Acts. The anti-vaccinators swept the field and the new Board pledged
itself to non-compliance with the law.

63



In the years which followed Leicester became notorious for its policy; to
most outsiders it was regarded as negligent. Of course opinion within
Leicester was not unanimous and in particular the Medical Officer, a
strong vaccinationist, was in despair. As he wrote in his annual report for
1886, ‘The sad feature about the whole business is that it is the young
children of the town who are growing up in thousands unprotected, and
are running a risk to their lives. They have but to come in contact with
the first breath of infection of smallpox to at once contract this loathsome
disorder’. But the Board of Guardians stood firm and in the face of their
resolution, despite the warnings of their Medical Officer of Health, the
Sanitary Authority felt itself powerless to act. In fact, as the duty of carry-
ing out the Vaccination Acts rested upon the Board of Guardians, the
courses of action open to the Medical Officer and the Sanitary Authority
were limited.

In the event the Sanitary Authority adopted what became known as the
Leicester system. This originated in the mid-1870s at the behest of the
Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Johnston. In his report for 1877 he describes
the system as follows:

‘In any house where a smallpox case occurred | endeavoured to im-
press the inmates with the fact that the removal of all the members
of the family to the hospital was the best course to adopt, not only
as regards their own individual welfare, but also that of the town at
large. And | am glad to say that all complied with my request, left
their infected habitations, and became inmates of the hospital. Al-
together twenty-two unaffected cases were thus admitted into
quarantine, and of these three aiter admission sickened. The first in
forty-eight hours, the second in seventy-two hours, and the third on
the twelfth day. All these cases must have been infected before ad-
mission, as smallpox appears on the skin on the fourteenth day after
the infection of the disease has been received into the system. The
epidemic had got firm footing in the town, as it expressed itself in no
less than six different streets. The suppression of what might other-
wise have proved a widespread epidemic was entirely due to the
early information received of the cases affected and the promptitude
observed in their removal.’

In subsequent years this treatment of the disease again proved itself and
the operation was greatly assisted by the acquisition of powers of com-
pulsory notification of infectious diseases which Leicester achieved by
means of a local act. (Leicester was the third town in the country to be
granted such powers.)

in 1883 Dr Johnston reported,

‘In the last seven years there have been no fewer than seventeen
importations of smallpox into the town. ... Notwithstanding this large
number of importations the disease has always been stamped out,
and the town thus saved from the distress and mortality which has
hitherto accompanied its prevalence.’
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Table 1 Vaccination and Smallpox in Leicester 1872-1901

Vaccinations Smallpox
Year Public Private Total Births Cases Deaths
1872 2,466 1,990 4,456 4,162 —_— 346
1873 2,145 1,547 - 3,692 4,447 —_— 2
1874 2,377 1,387 3,764 4375 0 0
1875 2,072 1,455 3.527 4,260 0 0
1876 2,080 1,346 3,426 4,781 0 0
1877 2,010 1.643 3,653 4,753 12 6
1878 2004 1,368 3,372 4,779 8 1
1879 1,942 1,204 3,146 4687 0 0
1880 1,960 926 2,886 4,830 1 0
1881 1,998 1,419 3,417 4,860 6 2
1882 1,710 1,396 3,106 4 856 29 5
1883 1,203 755 1,958 4,787 12 3
1884 994 769 1,763 4,921 3 0
1885 908 934 1,842 4,652 8 0
1886 611 511 1,122 4,857 1 0
1887 196 275 471 4 679 9 0
1888 72 242 314 4787 21 0
1889 27 145 172 4789 0 0
1890 12 119 131 4,699 0 4]
1891 6 86 92 4,790 0 0
1892 12 121 133 5,816 38 6
1893 44 205 249 6,006 308 15
1894 29 104 133 5,995 8 0
1895 12 63 75 5,962 4 0
1886 19 67 86 6,212 0 0
1897 11 70 81 6,252 0 0
1898 12 80 92 6,152 0 0
1899 56 100 156 6,273 0 0
1900 1565 188 343 6,207 0 0
1901 148 209 357 6,169 4 0

By 1901 the Medical Officer of Health, Dr Millard, was able to write,

‘The essential characteristic in the method of combating smalipox in
Leicester is the entire absence of compulsory vaccination, which is
regarded as so all-important in most places. Against this it has been
urged that vaccination has to some extent been resorted to in
Leicester. This no doubt, is true. A handful of the population, includ-
ing the medical men, sanitary staff, smallpox nurses, etc., are as well
vaccinated in Leicester as in any other town, so that a cordon of pro-
tected persons can at once be drawn round any case of smallpox
which may occur. Persons accidentally brought into contact with the
disease also frequently submit to the operation, and amongst the
well-to-do classes vaccination and re-vaccination are freely practised.
But all this is quite voluntary, and it may be truly said that com-
pulsory vaccination does not exist. The vast majority of the children
and young persons amongst the masses are unvaccinated, and it is
in this respect that there is a radical difference between Leicester and
most other towns.’
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The statistics which the Leicester Sanitary Committee was able to present
in support of its policy certainly appear to justify the claims made for the
success of the Leicester experiment though it would require a detailed
analysis of the vaccination policy pursued in the area surrounding
Leicester to ascertain the extent to which the urban area was enjoying
the benefit of its neighbours’ actions. Comparison with a town of similar
size where vaccination continued to be practised during the 1890’s would
also be interesting.

NOTES

Note. This account of the Leicester demonstration and the Leicester experiment is taken
from Leicester: sanitation versus vaccination, J. T. Biggs, JP, and Leicester and smallpox,
thirty years experience, Thomas Windley, Chairman of the Sanitary Committee (a pam-
phlet read at the Royal Institute of Public Health, Exeter, 1902).

1. See Returns of Prosecutions under the 1867 Act, Parliamentary Papers 1871, LVIIl;
1875 LXI; 1880 LIX; 1890 LIX. See also the report of the Select Committee on the
operation of the 1867 Act, 1871 XIll. From the mid-1870s Leicester emerges as the
town with the greatest number of prosecutions under the terms of the 1867 Act.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Leters intended for publication in LPS should be sent to RICHARD WALL,
27 Trumpington Street, Cambridge CB2 1QA.

Editor’s note

LPS readers are reminded that the editorial board is always prepared to
offer advice on subjects within the scope of LPS. Sometimes queries
which have been raised are discussed in print in this section of the
journal but there are many others which are not published, so if you think
we can help do not hesitate to contact us.

John Opile’s registration of birth

Dear Sir,

There have been numerous references to under-registration of births, and
to irregular marriages, in the pages of LPS.

There is an intriguing story about John Opie, the eighteenth century
painter, under the year 1795, in volume 1 of the Diarles of Joseph Faring-
ton, R.A. (published 1922), page 122, which combines elements of both
these features.

December 14:

‘Taylor has had several conversations with Opie on the subject of Mrs.
Opie’s having left him. She went off with an Irishman, a Major Ed-
wards, a married man of 54 years of age, who she had frequently
been in company with at Mr. Hickey’'s. Opie went into Cornwall to
examine the parish register for the date of his birth: but his name had
not been entered. He could only prove his age, by that of another
person, who was known to be older than him. The object of this
examination was, to prove that being under age when he was married
to Mrs. Opie, the marriage was not valid in law: but Taylor observed
to him that if he produced such proof He wd render himself liable
to be indited for perjury; as at the time of his marriage, to procure a
license, He had sworn that He was of age. — At present Opie seems
to be pretty well reconciled to his situation, having been assured that
Mrs Opie will not put him to any expence by contracting debts — He
does not think of applying for a divorce.’

The editor of the Diaries commented: This is quite Gilbertian.

Yours sincerely,
Harold Gough,

Beverley House, 141 Grand Drive, Herne Bay, Kent CT6 8HU.
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The cost ¢t photocopying services at the Public Record Office

Dear Sir,

With reference to Lieutenant Colonel Sir David Cooke's leiter which ap-
peared in LPS 29, Sir David did, of course, receive a full explanatory reply
when he wrote to the Office, but | am happy to take the opportunity which
you have offered to reach a wider audience.

It is a matter of regret to us that the prices charged to the pubiic seem
high and that they attract criticism from those whom we exist to serve. It
is, however, Government policy that the full cost of the service to the pub-
lic must Be recovered, and there can be no question of a subsidy. That is
the first constraint upon us. Each of the processes is separately costed,
and the prices fixed to include not oniy elements for capital employed,
labour, materials and accommodation but also VAT. The prices are under
constant review to ensure that they are as low as possible consistent with
Government policy.

The second constraint upon us is our duty to protect the records at
all times. The Census records, of which Sir David made special mention,
are an excellent example of the way in which this duty can affect the price
of copies. The original records are fragile and would not long survive the
heavy use that is made of them. To preserve them, they have been micro-
filmed for public use and copies for sale are made from those films. The
cheaper, direct copying processes cannot be used because they would
involve just the damage that we seek to avoid. Similar restrictions are ap-
. plied to other classes of records known to be vulnerable to particular
copying methods.

I hope that these comments will enable your readers better to understand
the factors which dictate the prices that we charge for copies of the pub-
lic records.

Yours sincerely,
Patricia M. Barnes,

Deputy Keeper of Public Records, Public Record Office, Kew, Richmond,
Surrey TW9 4DU.

A new approach to the study of marriage horizons

Dear Sir,

A member of my extra-mural research class is studying the marriage
horizons of a Suffolk market town so | was delighted to see an article on
this subject in LPS 28 but pleasure turned to despair as | read it.

The purpose of a journal such as LPS is to communicate to its readers
useful information and interesting new ideas, but to do this successfully
requires clarity of language and expression and this Mr. Millard signally
fails to achieve. In the opening paragraph he states his intention ‘to intro-
duce readers of LPS to several more powerful techniques which are well
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within the grasp of the amateur local historian’. This is an admirable aim,
but many amateur and some professional hisorians will find it difficult to
follow his exposition and will be put off by his use of the jargon of
sociology. Even if some use of technical terms is unavoidable in the dis-
cussion of regression analysis, why for example is it necessary to use
phrases such as the ‘distance enabling regular face-to-face contact to be
maintained’ when the writer means enabling regular meetings to take
place? It would be tedious to quote other examples, but there is no excuse
for writing in obscure and tortuous language. After several re-readings |
am still uncertain of the meaning of the second paragraph in the con-
clusion. ¢
Incidentally | did not pass on the article to my class as had been my first
intention. ‘
Yours sincerely,
Nesta Evans,

Mill Green House, Fressingfield, Eye, Suffolk.

if your Research is worth a Light, don’t hide it under a
Bushel!

PUBLISH IT YOURSELF

You can do the job at home, quite cheaply, and save money.
The author of a new book of 200 pages, putting his years of study with
the Open University to practical use, has done just this. Adopting the
alternative methods described and illustrated in the book, he set,

printed, bound, published and soid

‘BIOGRAPHICS — Publish Family History — Inexpensive
ways to Do It Yourself’

Family History is the subject he chose as an examp'!e. The methods of
production apply to any Research project. The book costs £5 plus £1
p&p (U.K.) or £9 (inc. p&p) Overseas, direct from

lan Templeton, The Pikers’ Pad, Pilgrims’ Lane, Chilham,
Canterbury CT4 8AB.
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LOCAL RESEARCH IN PROGRESS
LPS Society Day Conference — a report

On Saturday, 12 March 1983, a full day conference, arranged by the LPS
Socieiy in conjunction with the University of Oxford Department for
External Studies, was held at Oxford. Approximately fifty Society mem-
bers and others attended the conference which was on the subject of the
seasonality of demographic events. The Society has to thank the Uni-
versity of Oxford Department of External Studies for their excellent hos-
pitality,sin terms of the lecture theatre and lunch at the Clarendon Press
Centre.

After assembly and coffee the conference commenced with a paper by Dr
Richard Smith entitled ‘Seasonality and its Causes’. Dr Smith attempted
to show, in very broad terms, the types of seasonal patterns which could
be discerned in data relating to births, marriages, and deaths. Much of his
data was drawn from the recently published volume by Wrigiey and
Schofield, The Populaticn History of England 1541-1871. He attempted to
point to some of the possible factors influencing these seasonal patterns,
including the effects of disease, weather, social customs and food short-
age.

After a lively discussion on matters arising from the previous paper Profes-
sor Michael Drake gave a paper in which he drew on his knowledge of
demographic patierns in other countries to high-light and expand on some
of the points made by Dr Smith. Particularly impressive was his present-
ation of Scandinavian regional data which high-lighted the effects of local

conomic activities on the pattern of demographic events. He also gave a
useful introduction to some techniques for studying and presenting such
data.

After an excellent lunch Dr Alan Dyer continued the theme of the con-
ference by giving a paper on ‘Epidemics and Seasonality’. In a lively
presentation Dr Dyer attempted to link the various seasonal peaks in
mortality to the incidence and effects of certain identifiable diseases.
Although clinically diagnosing diseases in the past is a very diificult exer-
cise Dr Dyer convincingly related changes in mortality to various diseases
both familiar and unfamiliar. In the discussion which foliowed many mem-
bers of the society took the opportunity to solve the riddles of their ‘own’
mortality crises.

To bring the conference to a close Joan and Raymond Moody presented
some of the findings of their own research into the demographic history
of Burford. This paper helped to end the conference on a sober note by
bringing home to the audience the human tragedy implied by a period of
crisis mortality in the past.

Cverall, the day was interesting and informative, providing the opportunity
to hear some worthwhile papers and to discuss current research with
other enthusiasts.
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Guide to the Listings Collecticn of the SSRC Cambridge Group

The list below is a further instalment of the guide to the copies of listings
held at the SSRC Cambridge Group library, where they may be consuited.
The guide attempts to show roughly the kind of information which the lists
contain. If an item is nearly always given — explicitly or implicitly — an
‘X' is marked. If sometimes ‘%’ is marked, and if information rarely or
never appears ‘—' is marked. ‘Inmates’ and ‘visitors’ are not included in
the lodgers column but are footnoted; and ‘kin' column includes all kin
except sons, q‘aughters or spouses.

Further details of the kind of information usually given in listings and why
they were drawn up may be found in Local Population Studies Nos. 24-6.
Information on any listings not mentioned in the guide would be gratefully
received by the SSRC Cambridge Group for the History of Population and
Social Structure, 27 Trumpington Street, Cambridge CB2 1QA, telephone
Cambridge 354298.

NOTES
NORFOLK
1. Paupers listed.
2. WMicrofilm copy.
3. Children and servants not named; lists separately those above 16 and those under by
sex; inmates listed.
4. Parishes included: Bexwell and Rytson, Boughton, Denver, Dereham, Downham,

Fincham, Fordham, Garbylethorpe, Hilgay, Crimpiesham, Barton, Beechamwell, Mar-
ham, Roxham, Runcton Holme, Shouldham. Southery, Stoke-cum-Wretton, Wimbot-
sham and Stow, Stradsett, Wormegay and Tottenhiil, Watlington, Wereham.

5. Two lists in April and July 1692.

6. Children’'s sex not noted; conly one kin listed; includes part of St. Mary's Parish
(Archer Green).

7. Children’s sex not noted.

8. Listed by houseful; number of families per houseful given; occupations grouped
under trade, agricuiture and other. Information on poor relief dispersements listed
separately.

9. Qccupations grouped under trade, agriculture and other; number of families in house
gtven.

10. Lists total number of houses and families by street and totals for occupations but not
distribution.

71



Juequwinou|

uin)ey

s Jojelswnug snsus)
juswnNoo(q snsuen
juaquinouy

Jueqwinouy

juequinouyj

jusquinouj

uinjay xel [jod
uiniey snsuen

jo AdoQ s jusqunou|
juewssessy xe] ||od
juswissessy xej ||od
1817 sBulpjoH ulelH
is17 sbulpjoH ulelp
uinjey

uonelIsip s, doysig
joog

unoooy Aflieyn
jusqunou

Joog

unoooy Ajieyn

82inog

pSweu
sjenpialpu|

<10

NN

uoned
-n2%0
8. pesy

IR N R I N B I

|

< 1

EE

|1

l

s1aBpo sjuealsg

l

ury

X X X x | |

I = |

|

ueup|IuD

xag

NN

%

o

salby

X X X x X > X x > > X %X

>

>

825

ploy
-2sSNoy

IAZA

1081
1081
9elL

LELL
9e/1
6ELL
691
LigL
<0691
069t
96G1
FA*L*]S
LLLL

89/1
4228

891

aeq

nWBYPUOWAM

sUOIMION Ixeu edioy)
guojsIelS

AJBW IS ‘weysHioys

Al IS ¥ UILBW IS ¥
([SWES |y ‘Wweysyioys
SuliEN IS ¥

(SIUIES |1V ‘WeYsSHoYS
SIUIES ||V WeysHioys
JoIoURY 18194 IS YDIMION

weyoslig eein
weybuisiaq
\PeIpuny eso|oyoe|D
LOpoY uojee)

weypog
llemsapmeg

,edioyisuooeg
NTO04HON

juswe|jles
pue Ajunod

72



University of Nottingham

DEPARTMENT OF ADULT EDUCATION

Recent and forthcoming
LOCAL HISTORY PUBLICATIONS

COMING INTO LINE: Local Government in Clayworth 1674-1714, 1981, 200 pages, price £2.50.
Edited by A. Rogers.

DIARIES OF HENRY HILL OF SLACKFIELDS FARM 1872-1896, 1982, 180 pages, price £3.75.
Edited by J. Heath.

DIARIES OF GEORGE BIRD — VICTORIAN WHEELWRIGHT 1862-1883, 1980, 382 pages, price
£6.00. Edited by J. Liddie.

GUIDELINES: problems encountered in writing Guidebooks to Historic Buildings, 1982, price
£1.50 (inc. p&p). A. Tinniswood.

LAMBLEY: a village study, 1982, 88 pages, price £2 00. Edited by C. Weir.

VILLAGE LIFE FROM WILLS AND INVENTORIES, CLAYWORTH PARISH 1670-1710, 1980, 70
pages, price £1.75. Edited by E. R. Perkins.

Forthcoming:

LIVELY PEOPLE: Methodism in Nottingham 1740 1979, December 1982, price approx. £6.50.
R. C. Swift of the Wesley Historical Societ

RIOT AND POLITICAL DISAFFECTION IN NOTTlNGHAMSHIRE IN THE AGE OF REVOLUTION,
1778-1803, early 1983. R. Wells.

IN THE SHADOW OF THE WORKHOUSE: the implementation of the New Poor Law in the
County of Nottinghamshire, 1836-1846, late Spring 1983. M. Caplan

LIFE AT LAXTON 1880-1903: the childhood memories of EDITH HICKSON 1983. Edited by

C. Wood et al.

THE LAST PRINCIPALITY: Poilitics, Religion and Society in the Bishopric of Durham 1494-
1660, A collection of 10 essays, 1983.

BULLETIN OF LOCAL HISTORY EAST MIDLAND REGION: Annual publication since 1966 (Vol.
XVil, 1982 — price £2.00 inc. p&p).

Un!ess stated p&p extra.

Pubiications and further Information available from:

Mary Emery, Publications Unit, Department of Adult Education, University of Nottingham, ‘C’
gloc;_r Cherry Tree Buildings, University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD. Tel.: (0602) 56101
X

Guides for Genealogists, Family and
Local Historians

Land Tax Assessments, 1690-1950:
Ed. Jeremy Gibson and Dennis
Mills 983 ........................ £1.20

Quarter Sessions Records for
Family Historians: A select list, 1982
........................................ £1.20

A Simplified Guide to Probate
Jurisdictions: Where to Look for
Wills. Second edition, 1983 ... £2.25

Bishops’' Transcripts and Marriage
Licences: A Guide to their Location
and Indexes. Second edition, 1982
........................................ £1.20

Census Returns 1841-1881 on
Microfilm: A Directory to Local
Holdings. Fourth edition, 1982
........................................ £1.40

Census Indexes and Indexing:
Second edition, 1983. Ed. Jeremy
Gibson and Colin Chapman .. £1.20

Marriage Indexes: How to Find
Them: How to Use Them; How to
Compile One. Third edition, 19282 0
........................................ 1.2

Record Offices: How to Find Them.
Second edition, 1982. Street maps.
Ed. Jeremy Gibson and Pamela

Peskett ... ... £1.20

Prices include postage in the U.K.
From: J. S. W. Gibson, Harts Cottage, Church Hanborough. Oxford OX7 2AB.

or The Federation of Family History Societies, 96 Beaumont Street, Milehouse,
Plymouth, Devon PL2 3AQ.
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